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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides a brief explanation of the background, problem,

objective, and significance of the study.

1.1 Background

Writing is the skill to express our feelings, thoughts, and, ideas Ken (2003).
Brown D. H (2000) also stated that writing is a way to transform a thoughts into a
language, it means that we need to think about the content of our writing first and then
arrange the idea using appropriate language. According to Hedge (2000), Writing skill
involves thinking process to deliver message to communicate meaningfully. The more
frequently we write, the more our brain is enhanced to generate ideas that can be
applied to solving real-life problems. Therefore, by writing, we produce ideas in our
brain, then, we can also form free and productive ways of extensively exploring the
world around us and also improving every situation we may find ourselves in.

As stated being an important skills, writing is not an easy activity to do.
Widiyanti (2011) finds that some students got difficulties in expressing ideas and
developing the topic. Students also got difficulties in understanding the grammar or
the form of tenses. This is in line with Anggraini (2019) that if not less or much
students got a bad score in their writing as a result of little enthusiasm during writing
class, they are afraid to make many mistakes and worried about their ability for
choosing and arranging the right words in produce the sentences.

When talking about writing, there are many types of writing as we may learn
during high school such as; narrative, expository, persuasive, creative, poetry, essay,
etc. In this opportunity researcher will only focus on article writing only. The reason
writer pick article writing because this course is specifically taught only to students in



semester 7, study program of English education, faculty of teaching training and
education

According to Sumandiria (2004), an article is a freelance writing that contains

the opinion of someone who thoroughly explores an issue that is actual and usually
controversial with the aim of influencing, informing, convincing and entertaining
readers. While according to Andi Baso Mappatoto article is a complete written work,
nonfiction writing, and a written essay that is of indeterminate length. As for Al-Aqli,
defines Articles as a works written by each discipline and each of discussions that is
studied and also completed thoroughly, clearly, and straightforwardly so that readers
can take the essence of the paper.

Thus, it be concluded that article is a written work published in any kinds of
media which discussing about a certain topic. The purpose is to delivering information,
news, showing a results, and for analysis in academic purposes. The main objective to
write an article is to build perspective on some aspect some changes by presenting facts,
comparing thoughts with different point of views.

According to the results of the need analysis questionnaire given to the students
taken the writing class in previous years, there were 7 students who have very low
ability in writing an article, and 15 students that have constraint in taking article writing
courses. The common problems experienced by those students are looking for the
current and relevant information, references, also creating ideas, lack of adequate time
and opportunity for lecturers to thoroughly examine the results of student articles, less
processing time, confused about the structure of the procedure for making articles, how
to make coherent writing, selecting the appropriate type of method, lack of
understanding of quantitative data management, difficulty in using citations and
quotations, the problem of online lectures which it is difficult to understand the
material, not to mention the signal problem that tends to disappear. Due to the problems
faced by previous students, the teaching and learning article writing will be done with
effective method, it is discovery learning.

Lecturer in this case do plays an important role in determining student’s success in

writing an article. That’s why lecturer must use and provide a suitable and interesting



technique in teaching writing, in order students could improve in their article writing
classes. Discovery learning is a one of great method there is, because to begin with,
students are forced to be an independent learner. Students could understand a whole
concept or idea much longer since they had already study and dig the material at home.
And as result student would become much more active learners at class. While as for
the lecturers here work as the facilitator and guidance for students to think critically as
well creatively to solve problem with based on their prior and previous knowledge.
Discovery learning method indeed support the key success of education in 21st
century. Its relation towards writing skills in 21st century learning is one of the
influential aspects on student achievement. Through teaching writing skills with
discovery learning method, students will be trained to write an essay based on the
suitability of the content with the topic, systematic content, choice of words, the
effectiveness of sentences, the use of Enhanced Spelling (EYD) such as the use of
capital letters and punctuation, Zainab, (2020).

Since this study is intended for 7" semester students of faculty teaching training
and English Education which are yet to have taken this subject or in other words will
do in next semester, as far as the writer think the difficulties that students may
encounter are first, coming up with a topic and exploring an idea on what to talk about,
which will be presenting the whole purpose in the article. By that it will shape the body
of paragraph and determine what students are going to write later on. Secondly the
unorganized information arrangement. It means students may have a little difficult time
in positioning the sentences, example what may goes next, does this piece information
associated with this, what should be added and explored more. Lastly, it is pretty
difficult to find a specific vocabulary to describe and express the whole meaning for
the writing.

We live in 21% century era where information and technology grow’s rapidly,
so that reform is needed in the world of education as a necessity in order to deal with
the problem especially in the face of the industrial revolution. According to Widayat
(2018), education in 21% era is a learning that integrate knowledge skills, skills and

attitudes as well as mastery of information and communication technology. The 21%



century learning itself has characteristics and its own uniqueness, where learning
carried out in educational institutions must be focused 21% century skills. Learning
must be designed according to the 4C skills which include, 1) critical thinking skills 2)
creative and innovative thinking skills, 3) communication skills, and 4) collaboration
skills, kemdikbud (2017).

The implementation of Discovery learning in 7" semester students class B in
English Education are applied through the in made workbook modul titled “Academic
Writing Based on Disovery Learning Model”. The modul provide abundant
informative knowledge starting off from the general; understanding academic writing,
working with source materials, understanding about plagiarism, quoting, and
paraphrasing, including how to avoid and creating it, until the process of writing a
researched-based article.

This modul definetely helps students develop their skills in writing article since it
has a clear and direct guidance in form of the list question from worksheet provided
in every unit. The activites mostly carried out to invites students to think creatively as
well critically in solving problem through analysis from the passage or article text, then
through a discussion to identify language features, structures, comparing it with other
articles. It also allowed students to be an independent learners. They need to find
information of materials themselves, before getting any further explanation from
lecture. These learning which has been underlies by the learning theory, the cognitive
and constructivist learning theorry will be discuss further later on in the next chapter.

In conclusion, it is helpful and effective especially for the majority of 7" semester
students class b of english education, seen by the result of questionnaire (17,6%
strongly agree 70,6% agree) it makes them understand about the material of article
writing a lot better. Not only that, the implementation and application of discovery
learning in order to improve students article writing has already been widely conducted
by many previous researcher. One of the researches by (ariyana, 2020, pp. 401-412)
showed the application of discovery learning models in learning to write descriptives
in grade VII students of SMPN 14 Tange rang City showed good results, which can be
seen by an observation, test writing. Second study Mukrharomah (2015) doing a pre



and post cycle score. Pre-cycle showed that students’ average was 51.17. and in cycle
1,2,3 students scores was increasing. So that means there was an improvement in every
cycle after using discovery learning model. Another implementation applied in junior
high school Discovery learning mo dcx del proved works to help students manage their
writing material easier. But unfortunately, there are not a single previous studies the
writers could find which talks about the implementation of discovery learning in
teaching article writing.

Along with those opinions above, the researcher would like to know the English
Students’ of Sriwijaya University’s Perception about the implementation of Discovery
Learning in writing class to fill in the gap in perception of discovery learning. Another
reason since there are many articles and study discussing about this topic, but none
talking about the perspective of discovery learning on writing. In this study it will
improve and make up for the shortcomings and weaknesses from the previous study.

1.2 The Problem of the Study

1. What is students’ perception on the implementation of the discovery learning
method in learning article writing in 7" semester class b Palembang of study program
English Education at sriwijaya university?

2. How could discovery learning method help the students in writing their article

writing?

1.3 The Objective of the Study

1. To find out the English Student’s perception on the implementation of discovery
learning method in writing class
2. To describe how discovery learning help the students in the process of their article

writing skill.



1.4 The Significance of the Study

1. The result and information of this study will be beneficial for any teachers or

lecturers in considering discovery learning method in teaching writing.

2. For further researcher, it will help them to find references and source of
information if they want to investigate the same topic.

3. Students will gain important information about how discovery learning applied

in their learning to improve their writing skill.
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