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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
AND STUDENTS’ ENGLISH LEARNING ACHIEVEMENT AT
SMP NEGERI 9 PALEMBANG

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate whether or not there was a significant
correlation between parental involvement and the English learning achievement of
eighth-grade students at SMP Negeri 9 Palembang. The method of this study was
quantitative method and the techique used was correlation technique. The sample
of this study was 342 students in the eighth grade. The instruments of this study
were a Parental Involvement Questionnaire and a documentation study of student
grades in the first semester report cards for the 2022/2023 academic year, analyzed
by using Pearson Product-Moment Correlation in SPSS 26. The first finding shows
that most students of SMP Negeri 9 Palembang have a high parental involvement.
Second, it shows that the level of learning achievement of eighth grade is high. Last,
it shows that there is a significant correlation between parental involvement and
students’ English learning achievement. It proved by the p-value (0.000) which
smaller than the significant level (0.05). It considered that null hypothesis (Ho) is
rejected and the alternative hypothesis (H)) is accepted. Moreover, the correlation
coefficient was 0.653 which means there is a moderate correlation between parental
involvement and students’ English learning achievement. The higher the
involvement of parents in their children's education, the higher the student
achievement. Therefore, one of the factors that influence the English achievement
of eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 9 Palembang is the involvement of parents.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents (1) background of the research, (2) statement of the
problem, (3) objectives of the research, (4) limitation of the research, and (5)

significance of the research.

1.1 Background of the Research

Language is a tool for humans to communicate by conveying information
and arguments to others. Every country has a national language for its people to use
in communication. However, there is no denying that English is a necessary
language in today's globalized world. According to Statista Research Department
(2022), in 2022, there were around 1.5 billion people worldwide who spoke English
either natively or as a second language. There are between 330 and 360 million
people who use it as their first language, and between 470 million to 1 billion people
who use it as their second language (Paul, 2019).

Learning is a way of acquiring knowledge or skills through instruction or
studies carried out by someone. Learning can happen whenever, wherever or
whatever the conditions. English holds the key as an international language because
it is widely used by people in the world. English is a communication tool that helps
nations to achieve various goals in science, technology, and others. Even at this
time, English plays a role in career development. Karunaratne (2014) states that
people are aware of the importance of English in job mobility, socialization, and
travel. Learning English is necessary for human social development. Therefore,
students need to understand and use English to increase their confidence when
facing global competition.

English is one of the subjects taught to students from elementary school to
higher education. Based on Direktorat Sekolah Dasar (2022), English subjects in

elementary schools are designated as elective subjects. However, the school can



reconsider this decision by adjusting the circumstances and interests. Meanwhile,
for secondary education levels, English is set as a compulsory subject. It is because
English is one of the subjects included in the national exam at the secondary level.
In higher education, English is one of the compulsory or elective subjects in the
total credits taken to fulfill graduate competency standards. Students must master
English which is one of the necessary subjects to succeed academically (Masyitoh,
2017). Learning English is beneficial for students. It keeps them abreast of the latest
developments and prepares them for future work. Learning English will be
beneficial for students in advancing a country. Therefore, learning English
development in Indonesia is necessary. Intelligence is not the only determinant of
academic achievement. Many factors influence the development and achievement
of learning English in Indonesia. One of the factors is parental involvement.

According to Ntekane (2018), parental involvement refers to a situation
where parents have to be directly involved in their children's education and ensure
their children get a quality education. The role of parents is necessary to determine
the students' personalities when they are outside and inside the school environment.
Most parents are involved in their children's education by adding time to study
outside school hours. Parents can be involved in their child's education by providing
a healthy and safe environment, support, appropriate learning experiences, and a
positive attitude about school (Purisi¢ & Bunijevac, 2017). However, parents not
only support their children in providing educational facilities, but parents must also
play a role and be involved in their children's success.

Hotimah (2020) argues that parents are responsible for making their children
aware that English is an essential language. Some students are lucky to have parents
who care about their education and want their children to master English. On the
other hand, some parents are busy, so they do not pay too much attention to their
children's development in education. Parents will support their children by
providing informal English lessons such as English courses. In this way, parents
hope their children can improve and develop their English skills. Ab (2009) states
that currently, parents have a wrong understanding of education because most

parents leave their children's education in formal and non-formal educational



institutions. It causes most of them to think that the responsibility for their children's
education has been given to the school. They do not realize that education takes
place both at home, at school, and in the community as well. Children need the role
of parents in supporting their education. Therefore, parental involvement is
necessary for influencing student achievement.

Parental involvement is different in every society and culture. Because the
types are different, the effect on children's academic achievement also different.
Rafig et al. (2013) mention that parental involvement can be in the form of activities
in helping their children to read, supporting them to do homework independently,
paying attention to their activities both inside and outside the home, and fostering
them to improve learning in each subject. Parents tend not to pay attention to their
children. It causes the children to feel bored with what they are learning, so they
will seek their pleasure (Janah, 2020). Therefore, encouragement from parents
regarding the importance of education has a positive effect on students' learning
motivation.

In connection with the description above, studies show information about
the impact of parental involvement on student achievement. First, Ebuta and Ekpo-
Eloma (2014) find that students' academic achievement in the Southern Cross River
State Education Zone, Nigeria, tends to be higher when parents help their children
with schoolwork at home. Second, Jaiswal and Choudhuri (2017) find that parental
expectations have the strongest impact on student educational attainment compared
to other types of parental involvement. Third, Fauzji (2016) finds that parental
involvement of MTs Ar-Rahman Jakarta had a positive effect on students’ English
achievement. Last, Hotimah (2020) finds that parents of SMP N 1 Cilegon know
things that make their children weak and difficult to learn English.

SMP Negeri 9 Palembang students come from various family backgrounds,
parental education, and different environments. These differences allow students to
have a variety of involvement from their parents in education. The supports
provided by parents certainly affect how students learn. Therefore, knowing the
potential of good children and getting support from parents in education is very

interesting.



Based on the background described above, this research aims to determine
the involvement of students’ parents in SMP Negeri 9 Palembang and their English
achievement. Therefore, this research entitles “The Relationship between Parental
Involvement and Students’ English Learning Achievement at SMP Negeri 9

Palembang”.

1.2 Statement of the Problem
Based on the background, the researcher identifies the problems as follows:

1. How is the involvement of parents in students’ learning English at SMP
Negeri 9 Palembang?

2. How is the students’ English learning achievement at SMP Negeri 9
Palembang?

3. Is there a relationship between students’ English learning achievement

and parental involvement?

1.3 Objectives of the Research
Considering the statement of the problem above, the research objectives of
this research are:
1. To find out the involvement of parents in students’ learning English at
SMP Negeri 9 Palembang.
2. To find out the students’ English learning achievement at SMP Negeri 9
Palembang.
3. To find out the relationship between students’ English learning

achievement and parental involvement.

1.4 Limitation of the Research
Based on the statement of the research, the researcher limits them as follows:



1. The researcher focuses on parental involvement in students’ English
achievement.

2. The research subjects are eight-grade students of SMP Negeri 9
Palembang in the 2022/2023 academic year.

1.5 Significance of the Research

The results of this research are intended as input to teachers, parents,
students, and further researchers in obtaining data regarding the relationship
between parental involvement and students’ English learning achievement. In this
case, parents and teachers must know if several elements can affect students'
English learning achievement. Teachers can provide information about students'
conditions while at school, and parents can provide support, attention, and facilities
to support their children's academic success. The researcher hopes that the results
of this research will be beneficial for those interested in researching parental
involvement because they will be able to get deeper and better results than this

research.
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