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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer introduces (1) the background of the study, (2) the problems 

of the study, (3) the objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study.  

1.1 Background of the Study 

Pronunciation is a necessary component of language learning. This can help the 

listeners to understand what the speaker is saying. According to Murcia et.al (1996, p. 

8), teaching pronunciation aims to help students become more fluent in speaking so 

that their pronunciation does not become a barrier when communicating. In Indonesia, 

English is not used as a means of communication in everyday life. Thus making it 

difficult for people to get an opportunity to practice to speak in English. This is in line 

with (Khamkhien et al., 2020) who stated that “Lack of opportunity to practice English 

pronunciation can hinder progress in English pronunciation”.  

In the teaching and learning activities, many students may encounter difficulties 

in pronunciation when learning English as a foreign language. It may be due to 

differences in the linguistic and cultural background in their first language. English has 

many consonant sounds, which are classified as voice and voiceless. Based on the 

manner of articulation, consonants are separated into obstruent and sonorant. The class 

of obstruents includes stops, fricatives, and affricates. While the class of sonorants 

consists of, nasal, lateral, glide, and liquid (Devenport & Hannahs, 2005). Pronouncing 

consonant sounds is difficult for several learners due to the absence of those sounds in 

their first language.  

Making an error is a common thing done by foreign language learners. Errors 

are unavoidable during the English language-learning period as a foreign language 

(Aziz et al., 2020). It usually occurs because students apply the rules, forms, and 

meanings of their first language to the target language. According to Corder stated by 
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Jabeen et al., (2015), errors are a consequence of inadequate learning and the learner's 

linguistic incompetence, which requires external correction.  In students’ pronunciation 

skills, there will always be errors that happen within the pronunciation made, 

particularly phonological errors. According to Umar (2017) errors and their effects 

must be eliminated for the second language learning process to be successful. 

Therefore, it is necessary for teachers to identify and analyse errors made by the 

students in pronunciation. 

Error Analysis (EA) can be used as an appropriate method for analysing 

learners’ errors. Error analysis (EA) is a study of language focusing on the linguistic 

errors produced by students of a second language (Al-Sobhi, 2019). Corder proposed 

by Al-Sobhi (2019) shows that error analysis is important for teachers, researchers, and 

students. First, to show the teacher how far his teaching affects the student's progress, 

consequently, what left for him to learn. Second, to provide researchers with results 

about how learners learn and acquire language, what strategies used in their discovery 

of language. Finally, to advice the students to know what to learn or improve based on 

the errors that they made. Therefore, it implies that error analysis is a very helpful 

means to discover the struggles faced by students in pronouncing words in English.  

The study of patterns of speech sounds in language is called phonology. 

Phonology includes two studies: phonetics and phonemics. According to Devenport & 

Hannahs (2005). Phonetics concerns speech sounds themselves, which break up into 

three kinds: 1) Articulatory phonetics concerns with how the way they are produced. 

2) Auditory phonetics concerns with how the way they are caught and clarified. 3) 

Acoustic phonetics deals with the physical embroidered. Whereas, phonemics is 

concerned with distinction units of sounds or what is known as phonemes. In other 

words, these three-term are related to the sounds. Therefore, an error that occurs in the 

field of phonology is called phonological error. 

There have been many studies conducted to investigate the students’ difficulties 

in EFL learning. A study done by Xiaoyan (2013) on pronunciation errors of consonant 

sounds made by Chinese EFL learners showed that most common pronunciation errors 
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produced by them in pronouncing consonant sounds are lateral and fricative. The result 

of his research also reveals that the errors are caused by three factors, namely: 1) 

Students made a negative transfer of their first language to the target language. 2) 

Students made overgeneralizations of patterns and features of the target language. 3)  

Students neglected patterns and regularities in English pronunciation. Another study 

conducted by Mafalees (2020) found that Yemeni secondary school students had 

difficulty pronouncing consonant sounds such as /p/, /b/, /f/, /v/, /ʧ/, /dʒ/, and /ʃ/. The 

findings of this study also revealed that the absence of problematic sounds in the Arabic 

phonological system is the main cause of the resulting errors. Alzinaidi & Latif (2019), 

in their research, concentrated on the difficulties and the causes of the difficulties of 

Arabic students in pronouncing English consonants. They found that Saudi EFL 

students made many mistakes in pronouncing consonant sounds such as sounds /ʒ/, /ŋ/, 

/p/, /ɹ/ and /ʧ/; /t/ and /d/ of the –ed morpheme regular past; and groups of consonants 

4 and 3. The difficulties in their pronunciation influenced by the place of certain 

consonant sounds and the inner group. In addition, the results of this study also prove 

three factors that cause them to make mistakes in pronouncing consonants, namely 

affecting their first language phonological system, level of language proficiency, and 

lack of awareness. A study conducted by Zaw (2022)focused on adult Burmese EFL 

pronunciation errors. He found that Burmese EFL students had difficulty pronouncing 

consonants: /dʒ/, /ʒ/, /tʃ/ and /g/. The most difficult sound for them to pronounce out of 

the four consonants is /ʒ/ because there is no such sound in their first language. Other 

study conducted by Jehma & Phoocharoensil (2014) on errors in the pronunciation of 

English fricative and stop sounds made by Pattani Malay learners in Thailand 

discovered that there were six important consonant sounds that were the most difficult 

for them to pronounce, such as /v/, /ð/, /θ/, /z/, /ʒ/, and /∫/.  Furthermore, the absence of 

English fricative consonant sounds /v/, /f/, /z/, /θ/, /ð/, /∫/, and /ʒ/ in Malay leads 

students to replace these sounds with other sounds that are almost identical in their first 

language. Meanwhile, Lan & Khang (2020) in their study of learners' capacity to 

pronounce fricative sounds, found that Vietnamese EFL adult learners had difficulty 
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pronouncing consonant fricative sounds: /v/, /f/, /θ/, /z/, /ð / and /ʒ/. The results also 

show that the error caused by a mismatch of cognitive knowledge about different 

sounds and their psychology in pronouncing sounds.  

In Indonesian context, the same phenomenon occurred in the research 

conducted by Cahyono & Nugroho (2015). The study concentrated on the analysis of 

EFL students' errors in pronouncing English consonants. They discovered that the 

learners face difficulties in pronouncing consonant sounds, specifically the final 

position of plosive sounds /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /d/ and /g/, the final position of sibilant sounds 

/s/, /z/, /iz /, the initial position of affricate sounds /dΖ/, /dʒ/, and interdental fricative 

sounds /θ/or /ð/. The result of this study also indicated that the errors influenced by 

their native language.  

The results of those previous studies showed that students as foreign language 

learners faced difficulty in pronouncing English consonant sounds. Moreover, the 

studies above also showed one or more of the fricative sounds appearing in each 

previous study as one of the types of consonant sound that is difficult for students to 

pronounce. Regarding the above aspects of studies about the pronunciation of English 

consonants, only a few have focused on the analysis of the difficulties in pronouncing 

fricative sounds. The writer concluded that further analysis is needed to achieve a 

clearer profile of difficulties in pronouncing fricative consonant sounds. Therefore, the 

writer would like to conduct an investigation on students' difficulties in pronouncing 

English fricative consonants. In this current study, the writer focused on all English 

fricative sounds to fill the gap in the previous study. Furthermore, this research also 

investigated the causes of errors in students' pronunciation of English fricative 

consonants. 

The writer did an interview to an English teacher at SMA Negeri 1 Tanjung 

Batu. It was found that the tenth graders experienced some issues in learning English. 

The teacher explained that the students had pronunciation errors in pronouncing the 

English words, especially the sounds that do not exist in their first language. The 

teacher also explained that one of the most difficult English sounds to pronounce is 
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English consonants. Furthermore, the writer also conducted a preliminary test to 

several 10th grade students at SMA Negeri 1 Tanjung Batu, especially in pronouncing 

English consonant sounds. The outcomes of the initial test displayed that many students 

had difficulty in pronouncing fricative sounds in English words. For instance, when 

they pronounce the sound [θ] in the word think, they pronounce [tink], the sound [f]. 

In the word face, they pronounce [pes], the sound [ð] in the word there, they pronounce 

[ter], the sound [v] in the word voice they pronounce [pois], the sound [∫] in the word 

sugar, they pronounce (sugar), the sound [ʒ] in the word genre, they pronounce 

(jenre/jen). This can be inferred that the difficulties occurred to the difference in 

consonant pronunciation system between the two languages. In Indonesian consonants, 

they only know the sounds of the fricative letters [f, s, t, and v]. Meanwhile, in English 

consonant sounds, there are several distinct fricative sounds from Indonesian, namely 

/θ/,/ʒ/, /∫/, /ð/ in the words think, genre, sugar, and there. In addition, even though the 

sounds of /f/ and /v/ exist in Indonesian, they still have difficulty pronouncing these 

sounds in English. Thus, they often replace them with /p/ sounds. They tend to 

mispronounce the words that contain fricative sounds because some fricative sounds 

do not exist in Indonesian. This means that phonological errors still often occur in 

pronouncing English fricative sounds in the tenth-grade students, due to the different 

pronunciation system between English and Indonesian. 

Based on the background of the study, the writer is interested to conduct a study 

entitled "Analysis of Phonological Errors in Pronouncing English Fricative Consonants 

Produced by the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 Tanjung Batu.” 

1.2 The Problems of the Study 

1. What is the students’ ability in pronouncing English fricative consonants? 

2. What phonological errors are produced by the tenth Grade Students of SMAN 

1 Tanjung Batu in pronouncing English fricative consonants? 
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3. What are the most frequent phonological errors produced by the tenth Grade 

Students of SMAN 1 Tanjung Batu in pronouncing English fricative 

consonants? 

4. What are the causes of phonological errors produced by the tenth Grade 

Students of SMAN 1 Tanjung Batu in pronouncing English fricative 

consonants? 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

1. To know the students ability in pronouncing English fricative consonants? 

2. To investigate phonological errors produced by the tenth Grade Students of 

SMAN 1 Tanjung Batu in pronouncing English fricative consonants. 

3. To find out the most frequent phonological errors produced by the tenth Grade 

Students of SMAN 1 Tanjung Batu in pronouncing English fricative 

consonants. 

4. To figure out the causes of phonological errors produced by the tenth Grade 

Students of SMAN 1 Tanjung Batu in pronouncing English fricative 

consonants. 

1.4 Significance of Research 

Theoretically, the findings of this research can be beneficial as a reference for 

further phonological research. In practice, the results of this research are proposed to 

give awareness to students and readers about Phonological Errors in pronouncing 

English Fricative Consonants. More essentially, this research is expected to help 

readers and students understand the pronunciation of Fricative English consonants. It 

can also encourage English teachers, especially when teaching speaking, to pay 

attention to students' pronunciation in terms of linguistic features 
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