
 

 

STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN WRITING PROCESS OF 

RECOUNT TEXT AT SMP SRIJAYA NEGARA PALEMBANG 

TITLE SHEET 

A THESIS  

 

By: 

Hesti Junita 

06011281924042 

English Education Study Program 

Language and Art Education Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY 

PALEMBANG 

2023 

 



  

ii 

 

 

 

 

 



  

iii 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

iv 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

v 

 

DEDICATION 

My beloved parents; Abdul Muin, S.H. and Holmaladewi, S.Pd. who always give 

their endless love, support, care, and patience. My beloved brothers; Okta 

Pratama, S.H. Beni Wijaya, S.Pd., M.Pd. and Nozan Triansyah A.P.Kom. Thank 

you so much for your great support.  

  

MOTTO 

"Maka sesungguhnya bersama kesulitan ada kemudahan. " (QS Al Insyirah : 5). 

"Boleh jadi kamu tidak menyenangi sesuatu, padahal itu baik bagimu, dan boleh 

jadi kamu menyukai sesuatu, padahal itu tidak baik bagimu, Allah mengetahui, 

sedang kamu tidak mengetahui. " (QS Al-Baqarah: 216). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

vi 

 

 

 

   



  

vii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

TITLE SHEET ....................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL SHEET ............................................................................................ ii 

VALIDITY SHEET ............................................................................................. iii 

DECLARATION .................................................................................................. iv 

DEDICATION ....................................................................................................... v 

MOTTO ................................................................................................................. v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................. vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................... vii 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF APPENDICES ...................................................................................... x 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... xi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ...................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Questions .............................................................................. 3 

1.3 Research Objectives ............................................................................. 4 

1.4 Significance of the Study ..................................................................... 4 

1.4.1 Theoretical Benefit ................................................................... 4 

1.4.2 Practical Benefit ....................................................................... 4 

CHAPTER II THEORITICAL REVIEW .......................................................... 5 

2.1 Writing ................................................................................................. 5 

2.1.1 Definition of Writing ................................................................ 5 

2.1.2 Process of Writing .................................................................... 6 

2.1.3 Characteristics of Writing ........................................................ 8 

2.1.4 Purpose of Writing ................................................................... 9 

2.1.5 Evaluation of Writing ............................................................... 9 

2.2 Types of Text ..................................................................................... 12 

2.3 Recount Text ...................................................................................... 15 

2.3.1 Definition of Recount Text ..................................................... 15 

2.3.2 Structure of Recount Text ...................................................... 16 



  

viii 

 

2.3.3 Language Feature of Recount Text ........................................ 17 

2.4 Difficulties in Writing ........................................................................ 19 

2.4.1 Indonesian Students’ Writing Ability ..................................... 19 

2.4.2 Students’ Difficulties in Writing ............................................ 20 

2.5 Previous Related Studies .................................................................... 21 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ........................................................... 23 

3.1 Research Design ................................................................................. 23 

3.2 Population of the Research ................................................................. 23 

3.3 Sample of the Research ...................................................................... 23 

3.4 Research Instrument ........................................................................... 24 

3.5 Data Collection Procedures ................................................................ 25 

3.6 Data Analysis Procedures................................................................... 26 

3.7 Trustworthiness .................................................................................. 29 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .............................................. 31 

4.1 Research Findings .............................................................................. 31 

4.2 Discussion .......................................................................................... 41 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS .................................... 46 

5.1 Conclusion .......................................................................................... 46 

5.2 Suggestions......................................................................................... 46 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 48 

APPENDICES ..................................................................................................... 52 

 

 

  



  

ix 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 2. 1 Jacobs (1981) Scoring Profile ............... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 2. 2 Example of Recount Text ..................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 3. 1 The Research Sample ............................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 3. 2 Students’ Average Score of Writing AspectsError! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 3. 3 Students’ Level Criterion and Percentage of Writing ScoreError! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 3. 4 Students’ Level and Average Score of Writing AspectError! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 4. 1 The Students’ Average Score and PercentageError! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 4. 2 Students’ Level and Average Score of Writing AspectError! Bookmark not defined. 

Table 4. 3 The Frequency and Percentage of Questionnaire’s ResultError! Bookmark not defined. 

 

 

  



  

x 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix A  Students’ Writing Test Essays ......................................................... 53 

Appendix B  Questionnaires of  Students’ Difficulties In Writing Process Of 

Recount Text At SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang .......................... 65 

Appendix C  Students’ Score of Recount Text Writing Test ................................ 66 

Appendix D  Letter of Approval of Research Title ............................................... 74 

Appendix E  Letter of Appointment of Thesis Advisor ........................................ 75 

Appendix F  Letter of Research Permission From FKIP Universitas Sriwijaya .. 77 

Appendix G  Letter of Research Permission From Dinas Pendidikan Provinsi 

Sumsel .............................................................................................. 78 

Appendix H  Letter of Research Statement From School ..................................... 79 

Appendix I  Thesis Exam ..................................................................................... 80 

Appendix J  Thesis Consultation Card ................................................................. 81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

xi 

 

 

 



  

1 

 

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is the most broadly used universal language in the world. A 

person's proficiency in understanding and communicating a language depends on 

four primary language masteries: listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Those 

primary skills are vital and valuable in English language learning students. To 

learn English, textbook creators invent diverse learning resources to facilitate 

students in improving those essential language skills. In line with Susyetina 

(2019), children initiate to learn from listening, speaking, reading, and lastly, 

followed by writing act. 

Humans listen, catching the language sound, recognizing, seeing, and 

responding to the meaning of the viewing materials (Ismiati & Pebriantika, 2020). 

This is followed by speaking, which is usually considered an exceptionally 

complex skill because it includes many aspects of knowing pronunciation, 

accuracy, fluency, grammar, and vocabulary (Salim et al., 2020). Henceforth, 

reading is a skill that is needed to comprehend the author's viewpoint on a subject, 

find paragraph organization patterns, and find general ideas immediately (Azis et 

al., 2019; Haerazi & Irawan, 2020). Writing is the final skill that is the most 

difficult to be mastered (Sitorus & Sipayung, 2018). Writing must engage 

metacognition, cognition, culture, and psychology while conducting it (Haerazi & 

Irawan, 2019). 

In this study, writing becomes the main skill that will be observed. English 

writing skill is an essential skill for Indonesian students nowadays. Based on the 

high school curriculum, students must be able to understand and write functional 

texts, including procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative, and report. Learning a 

language cannot be convenient if teachers cannot find the best solution to solve 

and improve students' writing skills since the product of writing ability includes 

various types of text. In genre-based language teaching, teachers try to equip the 
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students with various types of texts, such as narrative, report, procedure, and 

recount for writing practice (Haerazi et al., 2019).  

Compared to the other texts, recount text can increase students' writing 

skills by efficiently transferring the ideas into written form (Saragih et al., 2014). 

This text is written to compose a statement about an event by telling a story in the 

past to convey or entertain the readers (Knapp &Warkins, 2005). Unlike a 

narrative text, which focuses on fiction stories that require high imagination, a 

recount text focuses on the fact (non-fiction) of someone's past event. The 

formation of a recount text includes orientation, events, and re-orientation. First, 

orientation consists of contextual information crucial to understanding the context 

of the text, such as people's involvement, the location or setting, and the date or 

period of the story. Second, event refers to the series of occasions ordered 

sequentially. The last is re-orientation, a personal statement about the story's 

event, which summarizes the event in the end.  

In Indonesia, recount text is learned by the eighth-grade students of middle 

school and the tenth-grade students of senior high school in the second semester. 

Apart from understanding what it is, the students must analyze and write the 

generic structures. In Palembang, studies about recount text have been conducted 

in many schools, especially senior high schools. Only a few did the study at the 

middle school level. It has yet to be done at SMP Srijaya Negara regarding the 

students' issues with creating a recount text. It also needs to be conducted there 

because all the middle school students have to learn about writing the recount text 

and find the solutions for their problems during the writing process to write it 

correctly later on. 

Based on the preliminary study using observation and interview 

instruments at that school, it was found that the eighth-grade students earned a 

minor score in writing compared to the other skills. Most of them got an English 

score below the average on the school exam. The English teacher, Ibrahim, said 

the students were always disorganized about what to write and lacked vocabulary. 

One student also said that English was a complex subject because it was boring 
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since the teaching method was not attractive. During their writing process, it was 

found that the students were not confident and could not write the ideas well 

because they lacked vocabulary and grammar.  

Several previous related studies support the present study. The first is by 

Sari (2021), who analyzed the difficulties in narrating a personal experience as 

recount text in the tenth grade. The findings showed that students had challenges 

in content, organization, language use, vocabulary, and mechanics. The language 

used was the most difficult since it had the highest percentage in the study. The 

second is from Shalihah (2021), who analyzed the students' issues in writing 

recount text in Jakarta's eighth grade of middle school. The findings showed that 

they mostly had difficulty with the language use. The last is from Husna and 

Multazim (2019), who analyzed the students' challenges in writing recount text in 

the third-year grade in one of the state middle schools in Yogyakarta. The topic of 

the three previous studies is relevant to the present study, but the study site is 

different because it will be conducted at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang.  

Concerning the explanation above, many students in various grades and 

levels in Indonesia face and deal with struggles in composing and creating recount 

text. Finding and observing the difficulties is necessary to improve the students' 

writing abilities. Then, determining which parts of the students' issues are to be 

solved will help them write the text better. Therefore, conducting the study 

regarding students' difficulties in writing recount text for third-year students at 

SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang study is important. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the focus above, the problems are formed by the following 

research questions: 

1. What is the students’ ability level in writing recount text for the junior high 

school grade at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang? 

2. What are the students’ difficulties in the writing process of recount text for 

eighth grade of junior high school at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang? 
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1.3 Research Objectives 

The objectives of this study are to find out as outlined: 

1. To find out the students’ ability level in writing recount text for the eighth-

grade junior high school at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang. 

2. To find out the students’ difficulties in the writing process of recount text for 

the eighth grade of junior high school at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The study outcomes are looked forward to giving significance in the form 

of academic and functional benefits. 

 

1.4.1 Theoretical Benefit 

The results of this study can be developed as a testimonial to carry out the 

relevant further study topic in the future by other researchers. The readers can get 

an insight into the factual study of the difficulties encountered by the students in 

writing recount text. They can also know the factors causing the difficulties. By 

learning from the obstacles in the writing process, it is hoped there will be a 

solution and follow-up plan. 

 

1.4.2 Practical Benefit 

This study can guide English teachers pay attention to the students’ 

difficulties when teaching writing, especially recount form. They can even 

anticipate the factors that may cause the problems through their teaching 

strategies. The students can learn about what to advance regarding their writing 

skill, particularly recount text. For future researchers, the result of this study 

showed students' writing skills and the problems and challenges they face in 

writing recount text. Therefore, it is hoped that future researchers can give 

solutions and implement effective strategies to improve students’ recount text 

writing achievement with various interactive learning media, learning resources, 

learning models, and learning methods. 
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