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ABSTRACT

STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN WRITING PROCESS OF RECOUNT
TEXT AT SMP SRIJAYA NEGARA PALEMBANG

ABSTRACT

The primary objective of this study is to assess the writing competency and challenges
encountered by third-year students of SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang in composing
recount text. The scores collectively show that the writing proficiency of grade VIII
students at SMP Srijaya Negara can be categorized as "Good." However, a detailed
analysis of the writing samples reveals several weaknesses among students in the domain
of writing recount text, particularly within the aspects of language use application and
mechanics. Students encounter challenges and demonstrate limited proficiency in
language application and mechanics. The evaluation of students' written assessments
classifies their performance as "Fair to Poor" in these aspects. On the other hand, their
performance in terms of content, organization, and vocabulary falls within the "Good to
Average" category. This study is supported by the questionnaire survey outcomes,
highlighting that a majority of students face challenges, especially in language usage,
mechanics, and vocabulary, when tasked with writing a recount text.

Keywords: Writing Competency, Recount Text, Language Application.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

English is the most broadly used universal language in the world. A
person's proficiency in understanding and communicating a language depends on
four primary language masteries: listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Those
primary skills are vital and valuable in English language learning students. To
learn English, textbook creators invent diverse learning resources to facilitate
students in improving those essential language skills. In line with Susyetina
(2019), children initiate to learn from listening, speaking, reading, and lastly,

followed by writing act.

Humans listen, catching the language sound, recognizing, seeing, and
responding to the meaning of the viewing materials (Ismiati & Pebriantika, 2020).
This is followed by speaking, which is usually considered an exceptionally
complex skill because it includes many aspects of knowing pronunciation,
accuracy, fluency, grammar, and vocabulary (Salim et al., 2020). Henceforth,
reading is a skill that is needed to comprehend the author's viewpoint on a subject,
find paragraph organization patterns, and find general ideas immediately (Azis et
al., 2019; Haerazi & lIrawan, 2020). Writing is the final skill that is the most
difficult to be mastered (Sitorus & Sipayung, 2018). Writing must engage
metacognition, cognition, culture, and psychology while conducting it (Haerazi &
Irawan, 2019).

In this study, writing becomes the main skill that will be observed. English
writing skill is an essential skill for Indonesian students nowadays. Based on the
high school curriculum, students must be able to understand and write functional
texts, including procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative, and report. Learning a
language cannot be convenient if teachers cannot find the best solution to solve
and improve students' writing skills since the product of writing ability includes

various types of text. In genre-based language teaching, teachers try to equip the



students with various types of texts, such as narrative, report, procedure, and
recount for writing practice (Haerazi et al., 2019).

Compared to the other texts, recount text can increase students' writing
skills by efficiently transferring the ideas into written form (Saragih et al., 2014).
This text is written to compose a statement about an event by telling a story in the
past to convey or entertain the readers (Knapp &Warkins, 2005). Unlike a
narrative text, which focuses on fiction stories that require high imagination, a
recount text focuses on the fact (non-fiction) of someone's past event. The
formation of a recount text includes orientation, events, and re-orientation. First,
orientation consists of contextual information crucial to understanding the context
of the text, such as people's involvement, the location or setting, and the date or
period of the story. Second, event refers to the series of occasions ordered
sequentially. The last is re-orientation, a personal statement about the story's

event, which summarizes the event in the end.

In Indonesia, recount text is learned by the eighth-grade students of middle
school and the tenth-grade students of senior high school in the second semester.
Apart from understanding what it is, the students must analyze and write the
generic structures. In Palembang, studies about recount text have been conducted
in many schools, especially senior high schools. Only a few did the study at the
middle school level. It has yet to be done at SMP Srijaya Negara regarding the
students' issues with creating a recount text. It also needs to be conducted there
because all the middle school students have to learn about writing the recount text
and find the solutions for their problems during the writing process to write it

correctly later on.

Based on the preliminary study using observation and interview
instruments at that school, it was found that the eighth-grade students earned a
minor score in writing compared to the other skills. Most of them got an English
score below the average on the school exam. The English teacher, Ibrahim, said
the students were always disorganized about what to write and lacked vocabulary.
One student also said that English was a complex subject because it was boring



since the teaching method was not attractive. During their writing process, it was
found that the students were not confident and could not write the ideas well

because they lacked vocabulary and grammar.

Several previous related studies support the present study. The first is by
Sari (2021), who analyzed the difficulties in narrating a personal experience as
recount text in the tenth grade. The findings showed that students had challenges
in content, organization, language use, vocabulary, and mechanics. The language
used was the most difficult since it had the highest percentage in the study. The
second is from Shalihah (2021), who analyzed the students' issues in writing
recount text in Jakarta's eighth grade of middle school. The findings showed that
they mostly had difficulty with the language use. The last is from Husna and
Multazim (2019), who analyzed the students' challenges in writing recount text in
the third-year grade in one of the state middle schools in Yogyakarta. The topic of
the three previous studies is relevant to the present study, but the study site is

different because it will be conducted at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang.

Concerning the explanation above, many students in various grades and
levels in Indonesia face and deal with struggles in composing and creating recount
text. Finding and observing the difficulties is necessary to improve the students'
writing abilities. Then, determining which parts of the students' issues are to be
solved will help them write the text better. Therefore, conducting the study
regarding students' difficulties in writing recount text for third-year students at
SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang study is important.

1.2 Research Questions
Based on the focus above, the problems are formed by the following
research questions:
1. What is the students’ ability level in writing recount text for the junior high
school grade at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang?
2. What are the students’ difficulties in the writing process of recount text for

eighth grade of junior high school at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang?



1.3 Research Objectives
The objectives of this study are to find out as outlined:
1. To find out the students’ ability level in writing recount text for the eighth-
grade junior high school at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang.
2. To find out the students’ difficulties in the writing process of recount text for

the eighth grade of junior high school at SMP Srijaya Negara Palembang.

1.4 Significance of the Study
The study outcomes are looked forward to giving significance in the form

of academic and functional benefits.

1.4.1 Theoretical Benefit

The results of this study can be developed as a testimonial to carry out the
relevant further study topic in the future by other researchers. The readers can get
an insight into the factual study of the difficulties encountered by the students in
writing recount text. They can also know the factors causing the difficulties. By
learning from the obstacles in the writing process, it is hoped there will be a

solution and follow-up plan.

1.4.2 Practical Benefit

This study can guide English teachers pay attention to the students’
difficulties when teaching writing, especially recount form. They can even
anticipate the factors that may cause the problems through their teaching
strategies. The students can learn about what to advance regarding their writing
skill, particularly recount text. For future researchers, the result of this study
showed students' writing skills and the problems and challenges they face in
writing recount text. Therefore, it is hoped that future researchers can give
solutions and implement effective strategies to improve students’ recount text
writing achievement with various interactive learning media, learning resources,

learning models, and learning methods.
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