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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter, covers (1) The Background of the study, (2) The problem of the 

Study, (3) The Objectives of the Study, and (4) The Significance of the study. 

1.1  Background of the study 

   Mastering English as a foreign language is critical in today's interconnected globe, 

as English is used as a lingua franca in a variety of international settings. English 

language learners need to excel in four language skills: listening, writing, reading, 

and speaking. Among these abilities, listening is crucial in mastering English. 

Muliasari (2020) emphasizes the significance of listening, claiming that it is the 

foundation for speaking and plays an important part in English language education. 

Effective listening involves more than just auditory awareness; it includes 

understanding meaning, pronunciation quirks, and vocabulary usage, emphasizing 

the skill's complex character.  

   Another one of the language components English language learners need to learn 

in order to be able to study is vocabulary. Without vocabulary, we are not capable 

of speaking, writing, or understanding what we read and listen to. Cameron (2001) 

contends that vocabulary is essential for language acquisition, improving learners' 

linguistic abilities at all stages of schooling. However, McCarten (2007) notes that 

mastering vocabulary presents obstacles for learners due to the enormous material 

and different forms. Khairani (2020) highlights the importance of vocabulary in 

establishing proficiency across the four language skills, highlighting its critical role 

in language acquisition and fluency.  

  To overcome vocabulary acquisition issues, educators have experimented with 

novel ways, such as using digital media into language training. Podcasts, in 

particular, have emerged as effective aids for language acquisition. According to 

Constantine in Harselina (2019), podcasts are audio publications that may be 
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accessed via portable devices such as cellphones Platforms such as Spotify have 

democratized access to educational information by providing a profusion of 

podcasts catering to a wide range of learning requirements and tastes. Using 

podcasts as supplemental instructional tools provides an opportunity to improve 

students' listening skills and vocabulary in an engaging and accessible way.  

  Against this backdrop, the proposed study seeks to evaluate the relationship 

between students' Spotify podcast listening habits and vocabulary mastery at 

SMAN 1 Palembang. By investigating the correlation between podcast use and 

vocabulary development, the project hopes to bring empirical insights to the field 

of language instruction. Understanding the influence of podcast use on language 

learning outcomes is critical for educators and policymakers when developing 

effective instructional strategies and curriculum interventions.  

  Furthermore, the study's focused focus on SMAN 1 Palembang yields context-

specific insights that can influence tailored methods to language training in the 

region. The study has the potential to advance our understanding of the function of 

digital media in language acquisition, as well as to improve student learning 

experiences and outcomes. The purpose of this study is to determine whether or not 

there is a correlation between students' habit of listening to podcasts on Spotify and 

their vocabulary mastery. 

  For those reason the research was conducted to investigate “The Correlation 

between Students’ Habit in Listening Podcast On Spotify and Their 

Vocabulary Mastery at SMAN 1 Palembang”.  

1.2 The Problem of the Study 

Is there any correlation between students’ habit in Listening to English 

podcast on Spotify and their Vocabulary Mastery of students at SMAN 1 

Palembang ? 
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1.3  The Objectives of the Study 

In relation to the problem of the study above, the objectives of this research 

are to find out whether there is a significant correlation between students' 

listening habits to English podcasts on Spotify and their proficiency in 

mastering vocabulary at SMAN 1 Palembang. 

 

1.4  The Significance of the Study 

     The significance of this study is to have an impact on students' motivation and 

proficiency in vocabulary acquisition. By investigating the correlation between 

students' habits of listening to English podcasts on Spotify and vocabulary 

mastery. When students use diverse venues, such as podcasts, to improve their 

comprehension of terminology, they are more motivated to learn new words. 

Understanding this facet of motivation is crucial for educators who want to design 

engaging and successful learning environments. In addition, this study adds to the 

continuing discussion over effective language teaching and learning approaches. 

By examining successful practices and tactics, this study sheds light on how 

educators might use digital media, such as podcasts, to promote vocabulary 

mastery. This not only enriches existing knowledge in language education but also 

stimulates further investigation into innovative teaching methodologies. 
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