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 CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter contains several main points dealing with the topic of the 

research. It includes background, research questions, research objectives, and 

research significance. The details of the point are elaborated in each section.  

 

1.1 Background 

Language is a social communication tool that takes the shape of a set of 

sound symbols derived from human speech. We, as social creatures, require a 

way to communicate with other humans in society. Language is necessary for 

social interaction. Language is an expression that has the goal of transferring 

information to another person. The listener can understand what the speaker 

intends to say because of the language he uses. In addition, without language, it 

is difficult to imagine how individuals can collaborate and get along with one 

another. So that is why communication has a crucial function in our life. We 

must know how to convey and explain our ideas to others. Furthermore, humans 

should learn how to communicate effectively. Communication will be easier if 

both the speaker and the listener understand the information being 

communicated. Therefore, language plays an important part in the school 

environment, especially in students' social and emotional development because 

it can help them learn all subjects at school. 

In addition, English is one of the subjects studied at high school level in 

Indonesia. English is one of the international languages that is used almost all 

over the world. According to Sari (2019), English is an international language 
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commonly used by people to communicate throughout the world. Apart from 

being a medium of communication, English is also used as a language of 

instruction for technology. In the current era of globalization, English is very 

easy to find in everyday life, for example it can be found in various forms on 

the internet, films, games, various websites, and even YouTube content.  

Despite the fact that English has become one of the language courses 

studied in schools from junior high to university level, it is still regarded as a 

foreign language in Indonesia. This is because people in Indonesia, espsecially 

students, rarely use English in their daily life. In addition, in the field there are 

still many students who experience difficulties in learning English. Those 

difficulties can be in the form of difficulty memorizing vocabulary, difficulty 

with pronunciation, difficulty understanding grammar, and so on. 

According to AbdAlgane and Idris (2020) stated that correct English 

pronunciation brings success to EFL students in communication, whereas poor 

pronunciation hinders students' development of communicative skills necessary 

to connect speaker and listener. This is consistent with Thompson and Gaddes 

(2005), which argues that educators should focus on assisting students in 

improving their pronunciation as well as their abilities to monitor and correct 

themselves. They also mentioned that good pronunciation can boost students' 

self-confidence and enthusiasm to learn English. Therefore, a teacher needs the 

right strategy in teaching pronunciation according to the circumstances and 

abilities of his students. 

In teaching language skills there is one essential thing called strategy. 

Strategy is a long-term plan prepared to lead to the achievement of certain goals 

and objectives. Alfian (2018) stated that a strategy is a comprehensive plan for 

delivering language material in an orderly manner, with no competing 
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components and everything based on the chosen approach. Meanwhile, 

according to Richards and Rodgers (2014) which stated strategies are 

techniques used in the teaching and learning process. So that is why any teacher 

is required to be able to create learning environments that challenge student 

creativity and activity while also motivating students to use multimedia, 

multiple methods, and many resources to attain the desired learning outcomes 

(Rusman, 2012). 

The use of strategy is important for improving students' learning 

comprehension. Teaching strategy is defined as a method for reaching a goal 

throughout the teaching process. The teacher employed an appropriate method 

to meet the teaching plan's objectives. In addition, a variety of teaching 

strategies have been presented to English teachers in Indonesia which these 

strategies hope can assist the teacher in the teaching and learning processes. 

There are numerous strategies available, and a teacher must learn about them 

because those strategies will be used in class. Therefore, before the teacher 

applied it, a teacher must understand and know which method is most 

appropriate for the topic that will be taught. 

However, in truth, it is difficult to teach pronunciation because 

(Tergujeff, 2012) the focus of pronunciation education has switched from 

individual sounds to supra-segmental qualities like intonation, rhythm, and 

stress. In Indonesia, teaching pronunciation is difficult because, first, English 

remains as foreign language. Second, because pronunciation education is 

concerned with articulation, emphasis, and intonation, the mother tongue (L1) 

can influence both teachers and students. So that is why teaching pronunciation, 

especially at a senior high level, is difficult. As a result, a teacher needs 

strategies that are appropriate to teach pronunciation.  
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There are many problems mentioned above in teaching language skills, 

especially English. The researcher assumes that teaching pronunciation at the 

high school level requires special attention from the teacher because good 

pronunciation can help students communicate confidently and also make the 

message easily received. According to those assumptions, the researcher is 

interested in conducting research using descriptive research methods. This 

research has purposes to analyze strategies that teachers use in teaching 

pronunciation and the researcher want to find out what strategies English 

teachers use and how English teachers apply those strategies in teaching 

pronunciation at the high school level by entitled “An Analysis on the English 

Teachers Strategies in Teaching Pronunciation at the Second Grade Students 

of SMA Negeri 10 of Palembang”. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Research questions for this research are: 

1. What are the teacher's pronunciation strategies in teaching 

pronunciation to their students? 

2. How to implement teachers’ pronunciation strategies for teaching 

pronunciation at SMA Negeri 10 Palembang? 

 

 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Research objectives for this research are: 
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1. This research is used to find out the teacher's pronunciation 

strategies in teaching pronunciation to their students. 

2. This research is used to describe how teachers implement their 

pronunciation strategies to teach pronunciation at SMA Negeri 10 

Palembang. 

 

1.4 Research Significance 

1. Theoretical Significance 

This research will provide useful information about teachers’ 

pronunciation strategies for teaching pronunciation, particularly at the senior 

high school level. This study is designed to serve as a resource for the futures 

researcher who is conducting research on the English lesson. The researcher 

hopes that the findings of this research will be valuable to all readers, especially 

for English teachers and also pre-service English teachers. In conclusion, the 

results of this research can help teachers in choosing the strategies that they will 

use in teaching, especially in teaching pronunciation. 

 

2. Practical Significance 

The research findings can serve as a new reference for learning English, 

particularly pronunciation and this will be useful for students in learning 

pronunciation. They can learn about the many approaches to instruction used by 

teachers and choose one of them to learn pronunciation. In addition, the findings 

of this research are expected to provide useful contributions for teachers in 

choosing pronunciation teaching strategies. Considering  that each student has 
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different abilities in learning language. Apart from that, the findings are hoped 

will provide information about the strategies that teachers use in teaching 

pronunciation especially at senior high school level in order for future 

researchers to dig more about these issues.  
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