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ABSTRACT

The Sixth Semester English Education Study Program Students' Perceptions
on Using Google Translate Application in Learning English at Sriwijaya

University
e e e e e e e T

ABSTRACT

English has become an international language that everyone in the world must learn
and understand. With the help of the applications, learning English can be much easier.
Learners can now learn English with the help of their gadgets. One of the most popular
applications in helping learners learn the English language is Google Translate. This
research aims to find out students’ perceptions about whether Google Translate application
usage helps in learning English for English Education students at Sriwijaya University
Indonesia. The participants of the study were the students of Indralaya 6" semester student
class A which consists of 27 students and B class which consists of 29 students, in total,
there are 56 participants in this study. The data was collected through a questionnaire. A
majority of students think that the Google Translate application for learning English is very
positive. Most of them use the application whenever they encounter unfamiliar words or
phrases while reading articles, books, or watching videos in English and also to translate
text from a picture, and to find out synonyms of a word. Based on the findings and
discussion in the previous chapter, the Google Translate application is proven able to
support students in learning all four language skills such as speaking, reading, writing, and
listening skills since the application provides so many helpful services such as fast
translation, sentence structure checker, and word suggestions.
Kﬂwords: Enﬁlish Learm'ng. Awlication, Google translate
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents (1) the background of the study, (2) the problems of the
study, (3) the objectives of the study, (4) the significance of the study, and (5) Scope
and Limitations of the Study.

1.1 Background of the study

English has become an international language that everyone in the world must
learn and understand. English is a language that has been studied since middle
school or even in some countries, elementary school. English is a language that
must be mastered because this language is an international language, which means
this language is used when we communicate abroad or with foreign people. Some
aspects of our activities require us to use English such as in technology operating
activity, business activity, tourism, and many more (Pratama et al., 2022).

In Indonesia, English is a language that must be studied since middle school.
Today, English is a language targeted to be taught in schools, based on the
Indonesian curriculum, and related to this, students are also expected to be able to
enhance their ability in English (Pratama et al., 2022). The English language is
anticipated can be mastered by all of the people in Indonesia which intended to
make the young generations in Indonesia to be able to compete internationally. In
learning English, there are so many aspects that we must learn such as speaking,
listening, writing, and also reading.

In this technology era and with the vast development of technology, everyone
can communicate, learn, or even play games with their mobile phones, laptops, and
computers. Everyone can also easily learn and get information with the help of
technology. In fact, most learners and teachers nowadays are learning or teaching
with the help of technology and the Internet. Huge changes in the learning and
teaching process have occurred with the appearance of the technologies (Ting &
Tan, 2021). So many applications have emerged that are currently used in daily
activities and even by teachers and students in the teaching and learning process.

With the help of applications, everyone is greatly helped in carrying out daily
activities. There are so many applications that everyone can use for free with



incredibly helpful features. Application also has a huge impact on the teaching and
learning process. Applications are being used to help students in learning in the
classroom. Mobile applications really help with their accessibility, services, utility,
and features (Steel, 2012). With the help of the applications, learning English can
be much easier. Learners can now learn English with the help of their gadgets. One
of the most popular applications in helping learners learn the English language is
the Google Translate application which is often used to help learners find the
meaning of words they do not understand, or even look for similar or the opposite
meanings of the words they are looking for.

Translating can be hard, but with the help of the Google Translate application,
translating can be done in seconds. Google Translate is a free multilingual
translation service provided by Google Incorporation which can help to translate
written text from one language into another intended language. Google Translate
application is very popular, especially for language learners. Google Translate has
proven very helpful and useful for language learners. Google Translate helps
learners in translating or finding the meaning of words they do not understand.
Google Translate brings joy and eliminates difficulties during the learning process,
it is also qualified in apprehending or understanding the meaning of words and
sentences. Students are able to find the meaning of unfamiliar words by looking at
the surrounding words. (Pratama et al., 2022). Many learners do not realize that
they can learn English with the help of the Google Translate application.

Based on the data above, it is proven that the Google Translate Application is
useful in helping learners to find out the meaning of unfamiliar words or
complicated words. The research is going to be carried out using qualitative
descriptive methods and the aim of this research is to find out about students’
perception about whether Google Translate application usage helps in learning
English for English Education students at Sriwijaya University Indonesia.



1.2 The Problem of the Study

Based on the background above, the problem of the study is formulated in the

following questions:

1) What are the sixth-semester students’ perceptions of using the Google Translate
application in learning English in the English Education Study Program at

Sriwijaya University?

1.3 Objective of the Study

The objective of this study is to find out the sixth-semester English Education
Study Program students’ perceptions of using the Google Translate application in

learning English.

1.4 The Significance of the Study

The result of this research is hoped to give insights to English learners because
this research provides information on how helpful the Google Translate Application
is for learning English based on English learners’ perceptions. This research is
hoped to be useful for teachers of English since this research provides information
about the perception of learners in learning English with the help of Google
Translate Application which hopefully helps teachers to able to utilize the Google
Translate application more efficiently in teaching and learning process in the future.
Through this study, the writer will be able to improve his knowledge in writing a
good paper. This research helps the researcher and other researchers to find out the
student's perception of the Google Translate application for learning English.



1.5 The Scope and Limitation of the Study

The scope of the study is limited to the subject and object investigated. The
subject of this research is the students in the English education study program at
Sriwijaya University. The object of this study is to find out the benefits of the
Google Translate application in learning English. The variable of this study is sixth-
semester Indralaya students in the English education study program at Sriwijaya

University.
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