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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents (1) background, (2) problems of the study, (3) the objectives of 

the study, and (4) the significance of the study. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The Indonesian government has thoroughly investigated the possibility of 

integrating English into the school curriculum. This is necessary in order to produce a 

new generation of Indonesians who are fully equipped with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to compete successfully in the international market. According to Crystal 

(2018), more than one hundred countries incorporate English into their educational 

programmes. English's rise to prominence as a global language has been beneficial to 

the process of curriculum development in Indonesia. The purpose of English is to 

enhance the educational system of the nation by gaining an understanding of the 

progression of various fields, including economics, science, and technology, amongst 

others. A number of different sources (Dzulkifli Isadaud et al., 2022; Parupalli Srinivas, 

2019; Zein et al., 2020) provide evidence in support of this assertion. To produce highly 

talented and globally competitive persons, particularly students, they must have a good 

command of English language. 

Reading proficiency is one of the many English language skills that students must 

learn.   Finding and understanding information in written texts is part of reading. It is 

a key element of learning a language and part of the curriculum (Abid et al., 2023; 

Akhmedov, 2022; Namaziandost et al., 2020). High school pupils need to get better at 

reading and comprehend the prescribed literature. Reading helps students acquire 

information and develop their skills and knowledge throughout the learning process 

(Cooper et al., 1988). Students should concentrate on understanding, challenging, 

interpreting, predicting, and defining terms and interpretations from the texts in order 

to direct the learning process (Balan et al., 2019).  
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Creating interesting and student-appropriate reading materials is one way to 

improve reading abilities. There are many different types of texts that students 

encounter during their senior year of high school, and descriptive text is one of them. 

The goal of descriptive writing is to use rich language and exact details to create a 

realistic picture of certain persons, locations, or items. Students' vocabulary, 

visualization abilities, and comprehension of language use are all greatly enhanced by 

these descriptive texts (Anderson, 2018). However, in a world that is becoming more 

and more digital, traditional teaching resources can occasionally find it difficult to hold 

students' interest. Podcasts become a potential tool for improving learning at this point. 

Particularly for teenagers, podcasts have grown in popularity and effectiveness as a 

means of disseminating knowledge and encouraging learning (Lenssen et al., 2021). 

Senior high school students can benefit greatly from their accessibility, interesting 

format, and exposure to real language (O'Dowd, 2017). Learning is flexible and handy 

because podcasts may be listened to whenever you want during breaks, commutes, or 

free time (Helmke, 2020).  

Additionally, podcasts often feature diverse voices, interviews with experts, and 

sound effects, creating a dynamic and interesting listening experience (Benson & 

Barron, 2022). This research project explores the potential of podcasts as a platform 

for delivering descriptive texts focused on a crucial theme – sustainable practices in the 

face of climate change. By incorporating climate change-based descriptive texts 

specifically designed for a podcast script targeted at 10th-grade students of SMA 

Srijaya Negara Palembang, the study aims to achieve several objectives: Engaging 

podcast scripts featuring descriptive texts allows students to connect with the language 

in a contextually relevant way, fostering their understanding of descriptive writing 

techniques. Podcasts can be a powerful tool for raising awareness and sparking 

discussions about climate change among students. Descriptive texts within the script 

can paint vivid pictures of the environmental challenges we face, making the issue more 

relatable and impactful. Through compelling narratives and interviews with experts, 

the podcast script can encourage students to think critically about sustainable practices 
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that can be implemented in their daily lives. Descriptive texts can be used to highlight 

successful sustainability initiatives around the world, inspiring students to take action. 

This research project aligns with the spirit of the Indonesian education system, which 

emphasizes fostering responsible citizens who are aware of global issues and actively 

contribute to solutions (Kemendikbud, 2022). By combining the power of descriptive 

texts and engaging podcast elements, this study aspires to cultivate a generation of 

environmentally conscious young adults equipped to address the challenges of climate 

change through sustainable practices. 

The development of instructional materials to enhance reading comprehension 

has been a focus of numerous prior studies. These studies aimed at creating valid, 

functional, and effective materials, often concentrating on different text genres, 

employing various methods, addressing diverse populations, and utilizing distinct 

research strategies. Many of these studies have taken a development research tack by 

analysing, designing, evaluating, and revising descriptive texts in relation to climate 

change. Tenridinanti et al. (2021) developed instructional materials for eleventh-grade 

students at SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang that were based on climate change. These 

materials were created using a mixed-method approach, which included development 

research and formative evaluations conducted by experts in content, instructional 

design, and media. Similarly, Noto et al. (2022) and Tasyaa et al. (2023) reported high 

validity, practicality, and potential effectiveness of their climate change-based 

materials for tenth-grade students, highlighting strong student engagement and 

preference for reading materials related to their daily lives. 

Despite these important contributions, there is still a great deal to learn about 

creative teaching formats, especially those that make use of contemporary technology 

platforms like podcasts. This gap is, crucial in light of students' growing interest in and 

availability to podcasts, which offers a chance to vary teaching strategies and maybe 

improve student engagement and learning results. 

The urgency of climate change necessitates its integration into school 

curriculums worldwide. Education empowers nations to effectively address climate 
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change consequences by fostering competencies and enhancing student understanding 

(UNESCO, 2021). The successful implementation of global ecosystem conservation 

projects depends on the active participation of important stakeholders, such as 

representatives of the environmental sector and government officials (Sobel et al., 

2021). In order to prepare the next generation to address this urgent challenge, these 

programs frequently incorporate climate change education through educational 

changes (UNESCO, 2021). The Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture did, 

however, recognize a serious lack of inclusion of environmental and climate change 

education in the country's curriculum (Kemendikbud, 2020). Darmawan and Dagamac 

(2021) noted that a lack of administrative support, resource limitations, and time 

allocation were among the obstacles impeding the implementation of environmental 

education in Palembang's secondary high school. 

In the context of previous research that has the potential to improve student's 

reading comprehension, it is crucial to overcome the limitations of these studies and 

optimize the effectiveness of climate change-based descriptive texts developed into 

podcast scripts. The development of these reading materials can serve as a model for 

teachers to develop their own reading materials that suit students' needs. Before 

developing reading materials, teachers need to identify students' needs. Therefore, 

reading materials that are not in accordance with students' needs need to be developed. 

This study can overcome the limitations of previous studies and contribute to the 

development of teaching materials for climate change-based descriptive texts on 

podcast scripts, which is also one of the reading materials in the English language 

education curriculum. Studies related to students' needs confirmed that the topic of 

climate change is one of the least understood and complex topics for students. 

researchers are expected to develop descriptive text teaching materials focusing on 

climate change with the development of podcast texts as a progressive step from 

previous studies. This effort is expected to contribute to the field of education in 

Indonesia, especially in supporting the programs launched by UNESCO. Ultimately, 

the researcher proposed a study entitled "Developing Climate Change-based 
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Descriptive Texts for Podcast Script to the 10th Grade Students of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang". Therefore, this research aims to develop instructional materials in the 

form of descriptive texts focused on climate change, with the development of podcast 

script as a progressive step from previous research. In the context of this study, it is 

proposed to develop fifteen descriptive texts integrated with podcast texts. The purpose 

of this is to improve student's reading skills and broaden their understanding of the 

implications of climate change on the environment and society. This effort is expected 

to contribute to the field of education in Indonesia, especially in supporting the 

programs initiated by UNESCO. 

 

1.2 The Problems of the Study 

       This study is aimed to answer the following research questions.  

1. Are the developed climate change podcast script based descriptive texts to the 

10th-grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang valid?  

2. Are the developed climate change podcast script based descriptive texts to the 

10th-grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang practical?  

3. Do the developed climate change podcast script based descriptive texts to the 

10th-grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang have a potential 

effect? 

 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

 The objectives of this study are:  

1. To find out the validity of the developed climate change podcast script based 

descriptive texts to the 10th-grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang.  

2. To find out the practicality of the developed climate change podcast script 

based descriptive texts for podcast script to the 10th-grade students of SMA 

Srijaya Negara Palembang.  
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3. To find out the potential effect of the developed climate change podcast script 

based descriptive texts to the 10th-grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang.  

 

1.4 The Significance of the Study  

This study, aims to address a critical need by proposing insight and impactful 

methods to simultaneously enhance English language proficiency and foster 

environmental awareness. The goal of the study is to close a significant gap in 

Indonesian high school students' English language instruction. The research has the 

potential to go beyond conventional language learning approaches by incorporating 

captivating podcast scripts with detailed texts about climate change.  By encouraging 

the growth of ecological awareness and English language proficiency at the same time, 

this method promotes interdisciplinary learning. With their innate appeal, podcasts 

have the power to pique students' interest and promote a more thorough understanding 

of the complex problem of climate change.  Students are exposed to the causes and 

effects of this global problem through the descriptive texts that are woven throughout 

the podcasts. As they process the information, they are prompted to strengthen their 

analytical and critical thinking abilities. 

Furthermore, these podcast scripts serve as powerful instruments for promoting 

environmental literacy and responsible global citizenship. Integrating climate change 

themes into the English language learning curriculum fosters a sense of environmental 

stewardship among students. Students develop strong interpersonal communication 

skills in English by discussing and analyzing the information presented in the podcast 

scripts, all while fostering eco-friendly behaviors that align with the growing global 

focus on sustainability. 

The significance of this study extends beyond the immediate benefits to students at 

SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang. The findings and developed materials have a 

significant impact on Indonesian educational development, particularly in supporting 

UNESCO initiatives. This project serves as a model for future educational resource 



 

7 

 

developers, promoting the incorporation of climate change themes and novel formats 

like podcast scripts into English language learning materials. This approach paves the 

way for the creation of engaging and effective resources that address current 

environmental issues while also helping Indonesian students improve their English 

language proficiency. The project's potential impact on both English language learning 

and environmental education emphasizes its importance in Indonesia's educational 

landscape.  
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