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ABSTRACT

The major goal of this study was to determine the impact of four critical school
library elements on students' visits to the library, reading habits, and reading
comprehension proficiency based on gender and school type. As a sample, the
study included 336 pupils from 36 schools in South Sumatra. In this investigation,
three instruments were employed. Twelve schools of each kind received a
questionnaire regarding the availability of libraries. The pupils were given a
reading habit questionnaire and a reading comprehension exam. The results
show that the factors of school libraries (total) are significantly correlated with
students’ library visits (p<0.000) and with reading comprehension achievement
(p<0.01); the contributions of which are 43% and 23.1% respectively. When
students’ reading habit and reading comprehension achievement were compared
In terms of gender and types of school, the results show that there is no
significant difference in reading comprehension achievement between males and
females (p<0.095). However, there is a significant difference in their reading
attitude and habit (p<0.000). This difference is strongly shown by those students
from type B schools with girls having stronger attitude toward and habit of
reading. The value of each finding of the study is discussed in relation to the
development plan of both school libraries and literacy of the younger generation
In South Sumatra. It is concluded that (1) The availability of key library features,
such as the purchase or acquisition of current and relevant library materials,
adequate service hours, and the availability of information and communication
technology (ICT), has an impact on library use; (2) Senior High Schools (SMA)
pupils Iin South Sumatra still have poor reading attitudes, habits, and
achievement; (3) Despite having roughly equal reading achievement, males and
females have very different reading attitudes and habits; (4) students from
schools with accreditation of A have much higher reading achievement than
students from schools with accreditation of B or C.

Keywords: School library; library visits; attitude toward reading; reading habit;
reading achievement; gender.

“ Snwijaya University, Palembang, Indonesia.
*Corresponding author: E-mail: chuzaidd@gmail.com,



them to effectively learn all subjects in the classroom [2].
of boOKS, periodicals, or any other sources of media lite
Jse to support learning activities and not just for dis

dies' various findings have even caused education ities | -
f;:gse n Indonesia, to recognize the value of Iibrariesaellncdor:c;?\:irggeenst'l lnclug:!ng
ibraries as the center of teaching and learning at all levels of eydﬁcc:):{'lon
particulafly in relation 1o reading attitude, interest, and habit, and learnin IO? ,
ncrease academ_lc achleveme.nt of students in all fields of stddy Includin gthO
field of reading |ts.elf. According to the 1945 Constitution of th'e Re ubﬁc e\:
indonesia [4], libraries are to be used as tools for lifelong learning in ordegr to hecl)
indonesians develop their minds. This will enable them to become obedient ang
God-fearing humans, with noble character, good health, learned scientific

mastery, capability, C(eativity: and autonomy, as well as democratic citizens
responsible for advancing the implementation of national education.

racy are accessible for
play purposes [3]. The

In line with that, the Indonesian Act No. 43 of the Year 2007 about library [5]
among others, also states that the society is also responsible for keeping and
maintaining the conservation of library collection and supporting the efforts to
provide the facilities for library services in their surroundings. Besides that, the
government IS also responsible for ensuring (1) sustainability of the
establishment and the management of libraries as learning resource centers for
the people, (2) availability of the equally distributed services, (3) availability of
various kinds of collections, and encouraging the promotion of fondness of
reading and use of libraries. Since the Middle Ages up until the present, it has
heen widely accepted that the existence of libraries, including school libraries,
continues to be a strong indicator in improving the position of its parent
educational institution so that it can play its role and function well. This is
characterized, among other things, by ownership of an accredited status of at
least on the national level, if not international one. Numerous studies show that
one of the true roles and functions of libraries is to provide access services for a
variety of information resources that are pertinent to user needs, including,
among others, collections, ownership of information and communication
technology, and provision of enough service time. According to Newmann et al.
6] the availability of access services has given positive effects towards the
development of students’ reading and writing skills which is believed to be the
basic capital for learning and acquiring skills in various other fields of studies.
Moreover, it is also believed that this availability of access will affect willingness
of the school community to visit and use available services. The problem is that,
in South Sumatra itself, there have been only 30% of high school libraries which
satisfy national standard. The rest are still very lamentable and although there @s
similarity in terms of budget allocation, which is also far from sufficient, there is
still discrepancy in managing and placing priority In having the libraries function
in accordance with learning necessities Alwi et al. 7] including in promoting
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reading habit. In fact, this is in harmony with what was revealed by Sangkaeo [8]
that there are still many old and young people in our society who have not
acquired access for reading activities and reading programs, besides there are
people who are able to read but do not read because they have no desire to
read. This may explain why reading habit of Indonesian people is very low. For
example, Diem et al. [9] revealed that reading skills of Senior High School (SMA)
students in Palembang was still low. Therefore, this study is intended to see
whether or not the attitude of willing to read and the habit of reading which is
Characterized by library visits is caused by various factors of library facilities
which are sub-variables of this study. Obviously, based on both the two
previously quoted Indonesian acts and various results of previous studies which
can be referred to, this study is basically intended to see the influence of four
Important features of school libraries, such as: ICT devices, collection size,
length of service-time. and acquisition and addition of collection per year on (1)
students’ visits to the library, (2) reading attitude and habit, and (3) their reading
achievement. Another important objective is to find out whether or not there is a
significant discrepancy between male and female visitors/users in terms of
reading attitude and habit and their reading achievement. The reason for re-
studying this aspect in this study is due to the existence of inconsistency in the
results of the previous study in relation to certain variables; on the one hand
there was a study which found that boys were more superior than girls in
mathematics [10], while on the other hand the opposite was true that girls were
more superior in using learning strategies [11], and there was still another

researcher who found that there was no difference in reading achievement
between males and females [12].

2. METHODOLOGY

As a whole the sample of this study consists of 306 users of libraries: 102

students of Senior High Schools (51 girls and 51 boys) from each type of school
(namely 36 schools which are accredited A, B, and C) in South Sumatra. Data

collection was conducted by means of a questionnaire and a test. To obtain
information about the availability of school libraries, four questions related to the
purposes of the study are given to 36 school librarians involved. The
questionnaire about reading attitude and habit entitled Questionnaire of Reading
Interest and Habit consists of 14 items with reliability level of .89 and the test of

reading comprehension consists of 5 stories adopted from Burns and Roe [13]
with level of reading comprehension starting from level 8 up to level 12. Each

story Is provided with 10 items of varying types of questions, namely main idea,
detall, cause and effect, sequence, inference, and vocabulary.

Both Questionnaire of Reading Interest and Habit and Reading Comprehension
Test are given to 102 randomly and purposively chosen library visitors of each
type of school (Type A, Type B, Type C) who have visited the library at least 4
times per semester. These students are then determined as the respondents of
this study. The numbers of male and female library visitors who become the
respondents representing each type of school are equal. Finally, to see inter-
variable relationship, all of the acquired data are analyzed by using correlation
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3. RESULTS
3.1 Features of Library and Library Visit

osult of statistical analysis shows that the four feature ibrari
;hvshgle significantly correlate with the students’ visit to the?ig):asrsr}%oil|g rggse.sFaE
s 664: Sig F = 0.000). The contribution of which is 43% (R? = 0.430) l;iowe'ver-
when each of the four featureg of school libraries is viewed individuall thé
~umber of collections does not significantly correlate with the frequency of l};Bra
visit (p<0.114). The rests, such as ICT devices (p<0.02), service-time (Iengt;\);

(p<0.01), and the acquisition/addition of the relevant and new books per year
(p<0.009) are correlated significantly.

1 92 Features of Library and Reading Attitude and Habit

The result of data analysis indicates that there is no significant relationship
hetween the four featuzres of school libraries on reading attitude and habit of the
students (R = 0.209; R® = 0.044; F-count = 0.528; Sig F = 0.716)

3.3 Features of Library and Reading Achievement

The result of data analysis shows that there is a significant correlation between
the availability of the Features of School Librarzy and the Achievement of Reading
Comprehension of the students (R = 0.480; R™ = 0.231; F-count = 3.447,; Sig F =
0.015). In other words, element of school library positively contributes to reading
achievement as much as 23.1%.

3.4 Difference of Reading Attitude and Habit Based on Gender

To find out whether or not there is a difference between males and females In
relation to reading attitude and habit, an analysis by considering mean difference
as a whole is conducted (N=3086). It is found that the value of female mean =
7268 is far over male mean which is only 66.67. This difference is very
significant with the value of T- test = -3.814 and the level of significance p<0.000.
However, when gender is seen at each type of school, there is no difference of
reading attitude and habit of male students and female students who come from
the accredited A school (female mean = 72.65; male mean = 68.63 with T-count
= -1.425, p<0.160) and also from the schools accredited C (fe.m.alc.e mean =
69.62: male mean = 65.88; T-count = =1.279, p<0.208). However, it is interesting
to be presented here that at the accredited B schools, the value of female mean
s 75.88 and the value of male mean is 65.49 with the value of T = -4.230 and the

value of probability = p<0.000). Based on the aforementioned description. the

question whether or not there is an influence of gender on the variable of rqufng

attitude and habit, it can be concluded that there is a significant influence, Wi
=0.213, R? = 0.045. F-count = 14.476, and Sig F = p<0.000.
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3.5 Difference of Students’ Reading Achievement Based on Gender

As a whole (N=306) there is no significant difference of reading achievement
between female and male students, although it is quite notable that mean of
female students’ reading achievement (=49.05) is over that of the male students

(=46.67) with the value of T = -1.680 and p<0.095.

3.6 The Score of Reading Attitude and Habit and the Score of
Reading Achievement Based on Type of School

When the students’ reading attitude and habit and the score of their reading
achievement are viewed in connection with their respective Type of School, the
scores acquired by the students in these two variables are as follows. In Table 1,
it can be seen that the reading attitude and habit of the students can only be
categorized as mediocre. None of them has a good or very good reading attitude
and habit. When viewed from the aspect of reading achievement, the results are
still in the interval of low and mediocre categories. And only the students from the

schools of type A who belong to mediocre category.

Table 1. Scores of reading attitude and habit and reading achievement

No School Types Reading Attitude and Habit Reading Achievement
1 School Accredited A  70.64 61.16
2 School Accredited B 70.69 39.53
3 School Accredited C  67.77 42 .84

Furthermore, the statistical analysis which compare students’ achievement at the
three types of schools also shows that the achievement of students from the
schools of type A is better than that of the students from the schocls of type B (T
= 11.431, df 101, p<0.000) or from the schools of type C (p<0.000). However, it is
interesting to study here, the fact that the achievement of the students from the
schools of type C is better than that of those students from the schools of type B

(T =1.972; p<0.09).
4. DISCUSSION

The existence of positive and significant correlation between the availability of
the combined four important features of school libraries and the frequency of
student visits to the libraries indicates that there are some factors which
encourage the students to visit and use their school libraries. The factors which
contribute to the increasing frequency of visit and use of the school libraries by
the students are the following: acquisition of new and varied collection per year,
length of service-time, and the provision of ICT devices by school libraries. This
is understandable because the routine addition of relevant and updated collection
can be an attraction for those who are really fond of reading. This is also proved
by the absence of a significant correlation between mere number of books and
students’ library visit. The number of books does not guarantee usage of those
books by the students, especially if the existing books only consist of package
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students.

dition to that, sufficient Ie’ngth of servicg-time Or Operational hoyrs which s
n ad ited only during teaching and learning process taking place, but also
man d after school hours can encourage children to come to the library ang
befoift i collection, at least to be borrowed and taken home.

use

voreover, with the provision of ICT devices to acces
0 '

+yal world, which now is @ must, it is impossible to buy all new books which are
vnrlt:fa nt with the students’ needs. Therefore, with the availability of the Internet
re

ccess, the students can visit any libraries they want to obtain the information
they need for their studies.

-reading interest and ha.bit of the students.ma
L;\gv;t an% updated collections in the school .I|bra
L the school- librarians. This attitude gnd hab!t m
reyading achievement of the students being studied.

y also be caused by lack of
ries and or lack of promotion
ay also contribute to the poor

The existence of significant correlation and contribution fr .
school libraries with students’ reading achievement shows that length of service-

time, the availability of internet access (ICT), and routine acquisition of new and
relevant books have contributed to the high-reading achievement of the students,
although the achievement has not been satisfactory.

om three features of

h Center [14] reported that the use of internet had arisen and
grivv:(/n Ziwsgr?écteenagers [of ]13 tg 17 years old during 2014-15 and in 2022 they
even found that nearly all teens had access to a smartphone. The massive use of
social media in this era provides potential for anyone to st.qdy or to do bugmess
independently due to internet technology which has facilitated and motivated

them to access materials to read and learn both inside and outside classroom
[15].

When this achievement is associated with school accreditation, it is
undeerstandable if the school which is accredited A produces St“dent? whc:;:
'éading comprehension grades are higher than those of the studentshor(c:lmmust
schools of type B or C, because to get the status pf accredltgd A, é}f Sc(i:ent R
salisfy some requirements which, among others, is gisoamenls B alc uisition of
Collection and professional librarians who are gble to have rputlr)e. acécordance
books and are able to provide good library services. This finding '-Sﬂ:n the highest
With the finding of Rodney et al. [16] that the students wi TRy
achievement are those from the schools whose library quality is %i%n W
Measured from the ownership aspects of variety of 'Q;OrThae curriculum.
°mploying  professional staff, and their relevance Wi Satina atitiide
Furthermore, the existence of a significant difference bet_\fvegg and after being
and habit of the students based on gender as a whole (N = 3e m)s to exist at the
Viewed in €ach type of school (N = 102), the significance S|e f type B, female
SChools accredited B. Both as a whole and at the school of ty ’
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students excel male students. This may be explained by the fact that in many
aspects females are more superior than males. For example, the study by Ihsgn
and Diem [11] also found that female university students excelled mgle university
students in their learning styles and in using learning strategies (learning
strategies: compensation).

On the other hand, the absence of a significant difference between reading
achievement of female students and that of male students shows that although
female students excel male students in reading attitude and habit, it is found that
the capacity of these two sexes to absorb lessons is the same. This finding may
give us a warning that there is a possibility in the future female students will far
excel male students if they get more opportunities and more time to study than
male students. Why so? This is so probably because the burden of female
children in South Sumatra seems to be heavier than that of male children. Almost
every student who, became a respondent in this study, especially those who
came from upcountry, when asked what their activities after school were, most of
them answered “helping parents” doing such work as cooking and or babysitting
their younger siblings. Although statistically there is no evidence that female
students are more superior in reading achievement than male students, at a
glance it can be observed that the mean score obtained by female students
seems fto indicate that female students are more superior than male students in
reading achievement, and this occurs at all types of schools. This finding
enhances the finding of the study by Sapienza [10] who studied children in 40
countries whose result states that there is a globalized pattern that male children
excel in mathematics, while female children are far more superior in the field of

reading. This finding surely needs further study to be able to ensure us. It needs
an empirical verification.

5. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 Conclusions

Based on the result and the aforementioned description, it can be concluded that:
(1) the use of libraries is influenced by the existence of important features of
libraries such as acquisition or procurement of library materials which are
relevant and updated, sufficient length of service-time, and the provision of
information and communication technology (ICT); (2) reading attitude, reading
habit, and reading achievement of the students of Senior High Schools (SMA) in
South Sumatra is still low; (3) there is a significant difference between males and
females in regard to reading attitude and habit, although both have more or less
the same achievement in reading; (4) the students from the schools accredited A,

have far better achievement in reading compared to the students who come from
the schools accredited B or C.

9.2 Suggestions

Based on the conclusions above, there are some suggestions which can be
proposed to the Government of South Sumatra Province through the Provincial
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