THE CORRELATION BETWEEN READING STRATEGIES AND
READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NINTH
GRADE STUDENTS OF PUBLIC JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS WITH “A”
ACCREDITATION IN PALEMBANG

A Thesis by
Irwansa
Student Number: 06011281520076
English Education Study Program

Language and Arts Education Department

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION

SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY

INDRALAYA

2019



THE CORRELATION BETWEEN READING STRATEGIES AND
READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NINTH
GRADE STUDENTS OF PUBLIC JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS WITH “A”
ACCREDITATION IN PALEMBANG

A Thesis by
Irwansa
Student Number: 06011281520076
English Education Study Program
Language and Arts Education Department

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION

SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY
2019
Approved by,
Advisor 1, Advisor 2,

Prof. Sofendi, M.A., Ph.D.
NIP. 196009071987031002 NIP. 197411242000122001

9&‘\ ; 2 ZZ.
Machdalena Vianty, M.Ed., M.Pd., Ed.D.

Certified by,

Heagr'of Language and Arts Coordinator of English Education
Department Study Program

—
Dr. Didi Suhendi, S.Pd., M.Hum Hariswan Putra Jaya. S.Pd., M.Pd.
NIP 196910221994031001 NIP.197408022002121001



THE CORRELATION BETWEEN READING STRATEGIES AND
READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NINTH
GRADE STUDENTS OF PUBLIC JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS WITH “A”
ACCREDITATION IN PALEMBANG

A Thesis

By
Irwansa
Student Number: 06011281520076

This thesis was defended by the writer in final program examination and was

approved by the examination committee on:
Day : Thursday
Date : October 31%, 2019
EXAMINATION COMMITTEE APPROVAL:

1. Chairperson : Prof. Sofendi, M.A., Ph.D

2. Secretary : Machdalena Vianty, M.Ed., M.Pd., Ed.n.(%/bL )

3. Member : Erlina, S.Pd., M.Pd., MLEd. ' g ? b

/
4. Member : Soni Mirizon, M.A., Ed.D /Cf”ﬂ/ )

Palembang,
Certified by,
Coordinator of English Education Study Program

Hariswan Putera Jaya, S.Pd., MPd.
NIP. 197408022002121001







DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to:

e My beloved parents, who always love, support, and pray for me no matter
what. Thank you for being my biggest motivation to finish this thesis and the
reason why giving up is never a choice.

e My friends, Bang Des, Cici Elja, Dwita, Fauziah, Mutiya, Resty, Sari
Nurfadila, and Intan. Thank you for being my rock.

e My team, Rio, Els, and Tiara.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all, the writer would like to express his gratitude to Allah SWT for
the blessing and mercies so that this thesis could be done to fulfill the requirement
for S1 degree at English Education Study Program, Language and Arts Education
Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, University of Sriwijaya.

The writer would like to express his gratitude to his two advisors, Prof.
Sofendi, M.A., Ph.D., and Machdalena Vianty, M.Ed., M.Pd., Ed.D., for their
advice, guidance, and support in writing this thesis. The writer also would like to
express his gratitude to the Dean of Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
the Head of Language and Arts Education Study Program, the Coordinator of
English Education Study Program, all of the lecturers of English Education Study
Program, and the administration staffs of English Education Study Program. The
writer also would like to give his biggest appreciation to the headmasters, English
teachers, staffs, and students of SMPN in Palembang that have participated in this

study for their help and cooperation.

Lastly, the writer would like to say his deepest gratitude to his parents,

sister, and friends for their love and support.

Palembang, October 2019
The writer

Irwan

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE ... [
APPROVAL . ..o i
COMMITTEE APPROVAL ......ooiiiii e ii
DECLARATION OF PLAGIARISM.......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiii Y%
DEDICATION ...ttt %
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..ot s Vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...t vii
LIST OF TABLES ... X
LIST OF APPENDICES ... X
ABSTRACT ... s Xi

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKOIOUNG ......ooieeiece ettt et sne e ens 1
1.2 The Problem of the StUAY .........ccoveiiiie e 5
1.3 The Objective 0f the StUAY .......cccoveiiiece e 5
1.2 The Significance of the StUAY .........cccooiiieii i 5

CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Reading COMPreNeNSION .........ccoviiiiiieeie e 6
2.2 Reading Comprehension AChIEVEMENL...........c.ccvevveiieiicie e 6
2.3 REAAING SIrAtEJIES ......eveieieieieieieie ettt s et sesesesesenas 8
2.4 Junior High School in Palembang...........ccccocooiiiiiiiiiii e 10
2.5 Previous Related StUAIES..........ooviiiiieiiiie e 11

CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY

3.1 RESEAICH DESIGN .. .ciiiiieiiiiie ettt 14
B2 VAITADIES ..o e 14
3.3 Operational DefiNitioNS........cccviiieiiiiii e 14
3.4 Population and SAMPIE.......c.oiiiiiiiee s 15

34 L POPUIALION ...t ae e 15

vii



342 SAMPIE ... e 16

3.5 Techniques of Collecting the Data...........cccccovevieeieiie s 19
3.5.1 QUESLIONNAIIE ....vveiiiievieiie ettt et re e sbe e be e b e be e sbaesbeenree s 19
3.5.2 REAING TESL....iiuieivieiiciie ettt ste e re e e 20

3.6 Validity and Reliability ...........c.ccoviiiiiiiiice e 21

3.7 Technique of Analyzing the Data ............cccccoveveeie i 22
3.7.1 Reading Strategies QUESTIONNAITE ..........cccooiiiririeieiee e 22
3.7.2 Reading Comprehension TeSt ... 22
3.7.3 Correlation AnalysiS.........c.uueiuiruiitiiiiiii e 23

CHAPTER IV: FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION

4.1 The Results of Reading Strategies QUESTIONNAITE...........cccvvveierenininieieees 24
4.2 The Results of Reading Comprehension TeSt.........ccccvvvieieieneninineseeeens 26
4.3 The Results of Reading Comprehension Test Based on School Location....... 26
4.4 SEAtIStICAl ANAIYSIS ..o 27
4.4.1 Normality Of the Data..........cccoveiiiiiiiiiee e 28
4.4.2 The Correlation between Reading Strategies and Reading
Comprehension AChIEVEMENT .......c.coiiiiiiiiiirreeee e 28
4.5 INTEIPIELATION ..ottt bbbt 30

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 CONCIUSTONS ... 34
5.2 SUQGESTIONS ...ttt b bbbttt b bbb e 34
REFERENGCES . ....cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et et eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereees 36
APPENDICES ..o 42

viii



Table 1
Table 2
Table 3
Table 4
Table 5

Table 6
Table 7
Table 8
Table 9
Table 10

Table 11

Table 12

Table 13

Table 14
Table 15

Table 16

LIST OF TABLES

: Reading Strategies........covviveiieiieiieie e 15
: Reading ComMPpPrenension .........cccocvevviieieene e 17
: Data of the Students in Sample Schools ...........cccccevvvieiiiienen, 18
. Categories of Reading Strategies and Specific Items ................. 19
: The Specification of Reading Comprehension Test .................. 20
: The Frequency of Reading Strategies USe .........cccccoovvvvnieriiniiennn, 22
: Correlation ANAlYSIS ......coovviiiiiiiiie e 23
: Correlation Coefficient Interpretation ...........c.cccoeevvviininnieiennn, 23
: Results of Reading Strategies QUESLIONNAITe ...........cc.cevvreeeennn. 24
: The Results of Reading Strategies Questionnaire Based on

(08 110 o] =1 USRS 25
: The Results of Reading Strategies Questionnaire Based on School
I ToF: 11 o] 1 S SRSSSRSS 25
: The Distribution of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test
RESUIT . 26
: The Distribution of Reading Comprehension Test Result Based
0N SChOOI LOCALION ..o 27
s Test Of NOrMality ....ocooiiieii e 28

: Correlation between Reading Strategies and Reading
Comprehension AChieVEMENt ...........ccccoevieiieie i, 29

: Correlation between each Reading Strategy Category and
Reading Comprenension ..........cccocveiiieiie i 29



Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D
Appendix E
Appendix F
Appendix G
Appendix H
Appendix |
Appendix J
Appendix K
Appendix L
Appendix M
Appendix N
Appendix O
Appendix P
Appendix Q
Appendix R
Appendix S
Appendix T
Appendix U
Appendix V
Appendix W
Appendix X
Appendix Y
Appendix Z

LIST OF APPENDICES

: Reading Strategies Questionnaire

: Reading Strategies Questionnaire Filled by Students
: Reading Comprehension Test

: Lecturers and Teachers’ Reading Comprehension Test Validation
: Results of Lecturers and Teachers’ Reading Test Validations

. Letters of Statement from Validatiors

: Result of Reading Test Reliability

: Students’ Reading Test Answer Sheets

: Surat Usul Judul Skripsi

: Surat Penunjukan Pembimbing Skripsi

: Surat Izin Melaksanakan Seminar Proposal

: Surat Telah Melaksanakan Seminar Proposal

: Research Design Seminar Suggestion List

. Attendance List of Research Design Seminar Proposal
: Surat Izin Penelitian FKIP

: Surat 1zin Penelitian DIKNAS

: Surat Keterangan Telah Melaksanakan Penelitian

- Surat Izin Melaksanakan Seminar Hasil

: Surat Telah Melaksanakan Seminar Hasil

: Preliminary Research Report Suggestion List

. Attendance List of Preliminary Resarch Report

: Surat 1zin Melaksanakan Ujian Akhir

: Surat Telah Melaksanakan Ujian Akhir

: Thesis Final Examination Suggestion List

: Attendance List of Thesis Final Examination

: Thesis Consultation Card



THE CORRELATION BETWEEN READING STRATEGIES AND READING
COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NINTH GRADE STUDENTS OF
PUBLIC JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS WITH “A” ACCREDITATION IN
PALEMBANG

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to find out whether or not there was a significant correlation
between reading strategies and reading comprehension achievement of the ninth grade
students of public junior high schools with “A™ accreditation in Palembang. The sample of
this study was 378 ninth grade students selected randomly from eighteen A-accredited junior
high school representing eight districts in Palembang. The data were collected by using a
reading strategies questionnaire and a reading comprehension test. Then, they were analyzed
statistically by applying Pearson Product Moment Correlation analysis. First, the result
showed that the overall use of reading strategies of the students was in medium category (M
= 3.3). For reading strategy categories, Problem-Solving Strategies became the most
preferred strategies (M = 3.5), followed by Global Reading Strategies (M = 3.3) and Support
Strategies (M = 3.2). Second, the correlation analysis showed that there was a significant
correlation between reading strategies and reading comprehension (r = 0.426, p-value =
<0.000). In conclusion, the use of reading strategies of the students was in medium category
with problem-solving strategies as the most frequent strategies used. In addition, the
significant correlation between reading strategies and reading comprehension achievement
suggests that the more the students apply strategies in reading, the better their
comprehension.

Keywords: Correlation, Reading Strategies, Reading Comprehension Achievement

A Thesis by an English Education Study Program Student, Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, Sriwijaya University

Name : Irwansa
NIM : 06011281520076

Approved by

Advisor 1 Advisor 2
f

Prof. Sofendi, M.A., Ph.D Machdalena Vianty, M.Ed., M.Pd., Ed.D.
NIP. 196009071987031002 NIP. 197411242000122001

Certified by

Coordinator of English Education Study Program
Hariswan Putera Jaya, S.Pd., M.Pd.

NIP. 197408022002121001

Xi

Xi



CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter introduces background, problems, objectives, and the
significance of the study.

1.1 Background

Reading is a fundamental skill in language learning. According to
Komiyama (2009, p. 31), reading is considered as an important skill in learning a
language especially English because it can support the development of the other
language skills, as well as access provision for some important information in
school or working place. Nowadays, students can use internet to search for
information and reading materials needed for school tasks, and mostly the
information given is in English. It can be really helpful for the students to obtain
the information effectively if they have good English reading ability.

In national examination for English subject, reading dominates the mode
of the activity. The questions are mostly in the form of reading comprehension. In
2018 national examination, 40 out of 50 questions were about reading
comprehension which was derived from 16 reading texts (Balitbang-Kemdikbud,
2018). In English text book, reading also dominates the materials. For example, in
an English textbook provided by Ministry of Education and Culture for the 9
graders entitled Think Globally, Act Locally, the content of the book mostly
focuses about reading text, such as procedure, narrative, report, and also
advertisement. This shows how reading has given a significant proportion in
English language learning in Indonesian school context.

According to Berardo (2006), there are three main purposes of reading: for
survival, for learning, and for pleasure. In Indonesia, as stated in the Curriculum
2013, the aims of teaching reading for junior high school students is for them to
be able to understand and apply the factual, conceptual and procedural knowledge
or information related to science, technology, arts and culture (Indonesian
Ministry of Education and Culture, 2013). In addition, Nunan (2003) argues that



the main point of reading is comprehension. This means whatever the process is,
you read to comprehend the information.

However, reading in English for English language learners is challenging.
Shehu (2015) who conducted a study investigating reading comprehension
problems faced by foreign language students in Albanian high schools found that
the general problems faced by students in reading comprehension were in terms of
the vocabulary, working memory, absence of extensive reading, and also type of
the text. Many students have problem with recognizing the words in several types
of text that they read. The study conducted by Jayanti (2016) who investigated
reading difficulties of 80 students of English Department at the University of
Bengkulu, found that there were some factors that made the students struggle with
reading. Those factors included vocabulary, text syntactic and semantic analysis,
making inferential meaning, strategy, and what students’ feel during reading. The
study conducted by Sudarmi (2009) who measured the reading comprehension of
junior high school students in Palembang found that out of 327 students, 196
students (59.93%) had poor score in reading. Moreover, Anugrah (2017) who
conducted a study concerning functional reading of 150 junior high school
students in Indralaya found that 91 students (60.8%) were still in very poor
category.

One of the factors that contribute in helping students become good readers
is their reading strategies. Anderson (2003) states reading strategy has a crucial
role in improving readers’ reading comprehension. Strategies are defined as
learning techniques, behaviors, and study skills or problem solving, that make
learning run effectively and efficiently (Oxford, 1990). In general, reading
strategies are steps that the readers do in order to understand what the text is
about. According to Brown (1994), strategies are the specific “attacks” developed
by reader when facing some difficulties in reading. More specifically, reading
strategies are the process of comprehending used by the readers in terms of
understanding what is being read. Readers with good reading strategies have their

own way of finding out the way to solve problem and interpreting the meaning of



what they read. Brantmeier (2002) defines reading strategies as the
comprehension processes that are used by the readers in making sense of what
they read, categorized as procedures, approaches, and actions in improving

readers’ comprehension in reading.

Reading strategy is very crucial in reading comprehension. The use of
reading strategies can be very beneficial in helping the reader to comprehend the
text easily. As McNamara (2009) argues, reading strategies are extremely
important not only for comprehending the text successfully, but also for
overcoming the problems faced while reading and becoming better in reading and
comprehending. Readers who do not have any reading strategies will find it
difficult to comprehend the text as well as to find the information in it. It is very
essential to have good reading strategies, but those strategies will be useless if the
reader doesn’t know how to use it properly. Anderson (1991) believes that not
only readers should know the right strategies to use, but they also need to know
how those strategies should be used effectively.

School needs to have a library that provides access to reading materials for
students to practice their reading. Adkins and Brendler (2015) say that school
library can play a crucial role in cultivating a reading culture at school. This is
related to one of the 8 National Education Standards for accreditation, which is
Standard of Infrastructure. In this case, school needs to provide a decent library in
order to help students to have better access in reading materials, especially for the
schools with A accreditation. According to Badan Akreditasi Nasional
Sekolah/Madrasah, school needs to pass 8 National Education Standards in order
to get A accreditation. Those 8 standards are Standard of Contents, Standard of
Process, Standard of Graduate Competence, Standard of Teachers and Education
Administrators, Standard of Infrastructure, Standard of Management, Standard of
Finance, and Standard of Evaluation. The schools that got A accreditation are
expected to have qualified teachers and education administrators (administrative

staff, librarians, etc.) that will have better impact for the students quality as well.



Accreditation is meant to provide information on the feasibility and
eligibility of the education unit whether or not they have fulfilled all the set
requirements by National Education Standards (SNP). This shows that the schools
that passed all the requirements and got high accreditation should be better than
the ones who do not. Sudrajat (2010) says that the purpose of National Education
Standards is to improve the quality of the educational system. With accreditation,
the schools are expected to know their strengths and weaknesses and try to
improve them.

There have been several studies related to this current study. First,
Nugroho (2017) conducted a study on correlation between metacognitive reading
strategy, vocabulary mastery, and reading comprehension of eight grade students
of Mts N Surakarta. The result for the correlation between metacognitive reading
strategy and reading comprehension showed that there was a positive correlation.
Next, Thresia (2012) conducted a research on the correlation among reading
strategies, reading comprehension achievement and gender differences of the
second year students of SMPN 17 Palembang. The result showed that there was a
strong and significant correlation between reading strategies and reading
comprehension achievement. Saragih (2014) conducted a study in SMPN 16
Bogor to find the effect of reading strategies on students reading comprehension
in recount text. The sample was divided into two groups, experiment group and
control group. The result showed that the experiment group or the group that was
taught by using strategies was better than the group that was taught without
strategies.

Based on the explanation above, the writer was interested in conducting a
similar study by investigating whether or not there was a significant correlation
between students’ reading strategies and reading comprehension. This study
involved the ninth grade students of public junior high schools with “A”

accreditation in Palembang.



1.2 Problem of the Study

The problem of the study is formulated in the following question: Is there
any significant correlation between reading strategies and reading comprehension
of the ninth grade students of A-accredited public junior high schools in

Palembang?
1.3 Objective of the study

Based on the problem, the objective of this study is: to find out whether or
not there is a significant correlation between reading strategies and reading
comprehension of the ninth grade students of A-accredited public junior high
schools in Palembang.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The writer hopes that the result of this study will be beneficial for the
development of language teaching and learning. Not only for the teachers and
students, but also for other researchers’ further study. It is also hoped that this
study will help in providing information concerning about reading strategies in
relation to reading comprehension in Palembang. Furthermore, the writer hopes
that this study will help students learn English especially for reading
comprehension. Finally, it is expected that this study will provide valuable
information for the future researchers in conducting studies that are related to this

current study.
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