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USING COOPERATIVE LEARNING METHOD TO IMPROVE
LISTENING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT OF THE TENTH
GRADE STUDENTS OF SMA SRIJAYA NEGARA PALEMBANG

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out whether or not: (1) There was a
significant difference in students’ listening comprehension achievement between
before and after the tenth grade students in SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang were
taught by using Cooperative Learning method., (2) Teaching listening using
Cooperative Learning Method had significant difference on listening
comprehension achievement of the tenth grade students in SMA Srijaya Negara
Palembang who were taught by using Cooperative Learning Method and those
who are not. The samples of this study were 64 tenth grade students who were
divided into two groups, that is, experimental and control groups. Each group had
32 students who were selected by using purposive sampling method. To collect
the data, each group was given pretest and posttest. The data were analyzed by
using paired sample t-test and independent sample t-test using SPSS version 21.
The standard error means of the pre-test and post-test was 2.690. The significant
result was also supported by the value of 0.00 (2-tailed) in which was lower than
0.05 (0.000 < 0.05), and t-obtained was higher than t-table (10.478 > 2.040). It
means that the mean difference in the pre-test and the post-test in the experimental
group was significantly different. It can be stated that the null hypothesis (Hol)
was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Hal) was accepted. In conclusion,
Cooperative Learning method was effective to in teaching listening for the tenth
grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang.

Keywords: cooperative learning method, teaching listening, listening achievement.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents (1) background, (2) problem of the study, (3)

research objective, and (4) significant of the study.

1. 1 Background of the Study

Cooperative learning is a learning method that emphasizes the attitude or
behavior in working together or helping each other in a group consisting of two
people or more, with various levels of ability. The students in the group do
various activities to improve their understanding about the learning material that
they are learning. Each member of the group has a responsibility not only to learn
what is taught but also to help their peer learn, so that they can achieve success
together. All of the students in a group make efforts until all of the members of the
group get success to comprehend what they have learned. Slavin (1996, p. 20)
states that in cooperative learning method, students work together in four-member
teams to master the material initially presented by the teacher. It means that
cooperative learning is a learning model in which the learning system and
working small groups numbered 4-6 collaboratively so as to stimulate more
passionate learners in learning. Some experts said that cooperative learning is a
way of learning in the form of small groups working together and directed by the
teacher to achieve the expected learning goals. Cooperative learning is one of the
most popular methods, and has shown to have positive effects on various
outcomes (Johnson & Johnson, 2002). Most studies on the effectiveness of
cooperative learning have consistently indicated that this methodology promotes
higher achievement, more positive interpersonal relationships, and higher self-
esteem than do competitive or individualistic efforts (Gomleksiz, 2007; Johnson
& Johnson, 1994).

There are many researchers on cooperative learning, on various levels of
study. Those researchers showed that cooperative learning makes better

achievement, positive relationship among students, rather than a learning situation
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that is full of competition and students categorizing. Many researchers on
cooperative learning aimed to find out the effect of this strategy to many major
subjects, including English. Barkley, et al, (2005, p. 17-18) stated that in extensive
meta-analyses across hundreds of studies, cooperative arrangements were found
superior to either competitive or individualistic structures on a variety of outcome
measures, generally showing higher achievement, higher-level reasoning, more
frequent generation of new ideas and solutions, and greater transfer of what is
learned from one situation to another. Furthermore, students in mixed groups
(different races, genders, learning styles) tend to have a deeper understanding of
the material and remember more than those in homogeneous groups (Wenzel,
2000).

There are many kinds of cooperative learning, but in this study the writer
chose STAD (student team achievement division) for the sub method of this
study. STAD is one of the simplest and most extensively researched forms of
cooperative learning. It is a good model to begin with for the students who are
new to the cooperative model. STAD has five major components as Slavin (1995)
defined: class presentation, teams, quizzes, individual improvement score, and
team recognition. In STAD, students are assigned to four-member of learning
teams that are mixed in heterogeneous teams. The teacher presents the lesson and
then students work within their team to make sure that all team members have
mastered the lesson. Then, the students take the individual quizzes on the material,
at which time they may not help one another.

Listening is one of the four skills in English. It is the active process of
receiving and responding to spoken message. Listening is also one of the subjects
studied in the field of language arts and in the discipline of conversation analysis.
Moreover, there are different goals in listening. Mohamed (2005, p. 4) categorizes
the goals of listening as listening for enjoyment, for information, for persuation,
for perception, for comprehension and lastly for problems solving. For this study,
the writer focuses on listening for comprehension. Richards (2008, p. 3) states that
listening comprehension is the traditional way of thinking about the nature of

listening.
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According to my interview with English teacher in SMA Srijaya Negara
Palembang that when students listen they try to interpret each word uttered by the
recording. It makes them lose concentration at that time when the speaker speaks
too quickly in recording which resulting in the sound produced is less obvious and
make the students lose control to concentrate when they listen. In addition, most
students do not recognize the words they heard. It is because they have limited
vocabulary. Furthermore, they cannot distinguish between different sounds in the
English language. For example, such as "there”, "their, and" they’re ". Lastly, they
do not have good listening habits. They only listened without knowing the
purpose of what they heard. Goh (2000) found that listeners quickly forget what is
heard, unable to form a mental representation from words heard, and they do not
understand subsequent parts of input because of earlier problems, third, in the
utilization stage, they understand the words but not the intended message, and
confused about the key idea in the message were often mentioned. It is because
they only listen but they do not want to comprehend what the message of what
they heard.

Getting low English national examination score is one of the causes that
the students could not pass the examination. Surely, they have problems and
weaknesses in their skills and aspects of English. English skills and aspects here
refer to listening, reading, grammar, and vocabulary that are difficult to master.
Underwood (1989) organizes the major listening problems as follows: (1) lack of
control over the speed at which speakers speak; (2) not being able to get things
repeated; (3) the listener’s limited vocabulary; (4) failure to recognize the
“signal,” (5) problems of interpretation; (6) inability to concentrate; and (7)
established learning habits. Method is one of most important factors and
influencing students’ listening ability which becomes the concern of this study.
Therefore, this study focuses on the implementation of Cooperative Learning
Method to improve Listening Comprehension Achievement of the Tenth Grade

Students in SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang.
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1. 2 Problems of the Study
Based on the explanation above, the problems of this study were
formulated in the following questions:

1. Was there any significant difference in students’ listening
comprehension achievement before and after the tenth grade students of
SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang were taught by using Cooperative

Learning method?”
2. Was there any significant difference in listening achievement between
the tenth grade students of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang who were

taught by using Cooperative Learning Method and those who are not?

1. 3 Objectives of the Study
Based on the problems above, the objectives of this study are:

1. To find out whether or not there was a significant difference in students’
listening comprehension achievement before and after the tenth grade
students in SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang were taught by using
Cooperative Learning method.

2. To find out whether or not teaching listening by Cooperative Learning
Method had significant difference on the students’ listening
comprehension achievement of the tenth grade students in SMA Srijaya
Negara Palembang who were taught by using Cooperative Learning

Method and those who are not.

1. 4 Significance of the Study
This study is expected to bring some benefits: First, this study will
improve the students’ achievement in listening comprehension. Second, it is also
expected that the teachers understand how their students learn and what they
enjoy in learning. Third, the findings of the study can be used to develop the

application of Cooperative Learning Method in teaching listening comprehension.

17



REFERENCES

Arikunto. (2006). Prosedur penelitian. Jakarta: RinekaCipta.

Barkley, E., Cross, P. & Major, C. (2005). Collaborative learning techniques: A
handbook for college faculty. San Francisco, CA: Jossey — Bass.

Brown, H. D. (2005). Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to
Language Pedagogy, New Vistas, CA: Longman, p. 310-312

Brown, S. (2006). Teaching listening, New York, NY: Cambridge University
Press, p. 2-4.

Cohen, J. (1996). A Coefficient of Agreement for Nominal Scales: Educ psycho
meas, 37-46.

Goh, C. (2000). A cognitive perspective on language learners’ listening
comprehension problems, 55-75.

Gomleksiz, M. N. (2007). Effectiveness of cooperative learning (jigsaw II)
method on teaching English as a foreign language to engineering students
(Case of Firat University, Turkey). European Journal of Engineering
Education, 32(5), 613-625.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080%2F03043790701433343

Harmer, J. (2000). The practice of English language teaching. London: Longman
Group Ltd.

Howell, S. (2005). Internet listening: Teaching listening comprehension, 14, 117-
118.

Johnson, D. W., Johnson, R. (1989). Cooperation and Competition: Theory and
research, Edina, MN: Interaction Book Company.

Johnson, D. W., & Johnson, R. T. (1994). Learning Together and Alone:
Cooperative, competitive and individual learning. Boston, MA: Allyn
and Bacon.

Johnson, D., Johnson, R.& Holubec, E. (1998).Cooperation in the
classroom. Boston, AS: Allyn and Bacon.

Johnson, D. W ., Johnson, R. T. (2001). A Partical Guide to Education: How to
teach in a variety of situations, (Ch. 5"). Retrieved from:
http://library.unesco_iicba.org/English/SECONDARY_SCIENCE_SERI
ES/a_practicle_guide_to_teaching/edukit _chapter 5.html

Johnson, D. W., Johnson, R. T. (2002). Cooperative learning methods: A meta-
analysis. Journal of Research in Education, 12(1), 5-24.

52


http://dx.doi.org/10.1080%2F03043790701433343
http://library.unesco_iicba.org/English/SECONDARY_SCIENCE_SERIES/a_practicle_guide_to_teaching/edukit_chapter_5.html
http://library.unesco_iicba.org/English/SECONDARY_SCIENCE_SERIES/a_practicle_guide_to_teaching/edukit_chapter_5.html

Kagan S. (1994). The structured approach to cooperative learning, Educational
Leadership, 47(4), 12-15.

Kothari, C. R. (2006). Research Methodology Methods and Techniques, Second
Revised Edition. New Delhi: New Age International Publisher.

Ley, P. (2007). Quantitative aspects of psychological assesment. Retrieved from
http://psychassessment.com.au./PDF/Chapter%2012.pdf.

McMillan, J. H. (1996). Educational Research: Fundamentals for the consumer
(Z”d ed.). New York, NY: Harpen Collins Publisher.

Mc. Millan, J.H., & Schumacher, S. (2010). Research in education: Evidence-
based inquiry (7" ed.). New Jersey, NJ: Pearson Education. Inc

Mohamed, K. (2005). Developing the teaching of listening comprehension in
English at middle schools, 4.

Morley, J. (1991). Listening comprehension in second/foreign language
instruction. In M. Celce-Murcia (Ed.), Teaching English as a second or
foreign language (pp. 81-106). Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle.

Oanh, T. T. (2011). The use of songs to improve listening skills for student at ITC
soreign language center in Hai Duong (Unpublished master’s thesis).
University of Languages and International Studies, Hai Duong.

Nadjah, B. M. (2012). Improving students’ listening skill through the language
laboratory, p. 17-19.

Nufai, S. (2012). Effects of processing strategies on listening comprehension, p.
16.

Nunan, D. (1998). Language teaching methodology. London: Prentive Hall

Oluwatayo, J. A. (2012). Validity and reliability issues in educational research.
Journal of Educational and Social Research, 2 (2). Retrieved from
http://www.mcser.org/images/stories/JESRIOURNAL/Jesr_May 2012/oluwa
tayo_james_ayodele.pdf.

Professional Testing Inc. (2006). How do you determine if a test has validity,
reliability, fairness, and legal defensibility?. Retrieved from
http://www.proftesting.com/test_topics/test_quality.php.

Reynolds, W. M. ., Miller. G. E. (2003). Handbook of Psychology, Educational
Psychology. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Richard. J. C. (2008). From theory to practice: Teaching listening and speaking,
New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, p. 3.

53


http://psychassessment.com.au./PDF/Chapter%2012.pdf
http://www.mcser.org/images/stories/JESRJOURNAL/Jesr_May_2012/oluwatayo_james_ayodele.pdf
http://www.mcser.org/images/stories/JESRJOURNAL/Jesr_May_2012/oluwatayo_james_ayodele.pdf
http://www.proftesting.com/test_topics/test_quality.php

Rost, M. (2002). Teaching and researching listening. London: Longman

Saricoban, A. (1999). The teaching listening, 12. Retrieved from:
http://iteslj.org/articles/Saricoban Listening.html

Slavin, R. E. (1995). Cooperative learning: Theory, research and practice, (2"
ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Slavin, R. (1996). Education for all: Context of learning. Baltimore, USA: Swets
& Zeitlinger Publishers, p. 20

Sugiantoro, B. (2008). Increasing SMK Negeri 1 Muara enim students’ listening
and reading achievement by using STAD method. (Unpublished Thesis).
Sriwijaya University.

Tsai, H. J. (2005). Cooperative Learning’ Effects on Students: A Meta-analysis.
Unpublished Master thesis, National Hsinchu University of Education,
Hsinchu, Taiwan

Tseng, S. F. (2004). Cooperative Approach to EFL teaching and learning. Zeng
Xiu General Education Journal, 1, 245-270.

Underwood, M. (1989). Teaching listening. London: Longman.

Vandergift, L. (1999). Facilitating second language listening comprehension:
acquiring successful strategies. ELT Journal, 53 (3), 168-176.

Wallen, N.E & Fraenkel, J. R. (1991). Educational research: A guide to the
process. New York: McGraw Hill

Weigner, 1.B.,& Craighead, W.E. (2010). The corsini encyclopedia of pshycology, 2
(e-book). Retrieved from http://books.google.com/books?isbn= 0470170263

Wenzel, T. (2000). Cooperative student activities as dearning devices. Analytical
Chemistry, 72, 293A-296A.

Ying, P. C ., Yi, W. H. (2013). English Language Teaching: The cooperative
learning effects on english reading comprehension learning motivation of
EFL freshmen, VI, p. 5.

54


http://iteslj.org/articles/Saricoban_Listening.html
http://books.google.com/books?isbn=%200470170263

