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Green Business Initiatives

in Brunei Darussalam
Azhar'
‘Faculty of Law, Seivijaya Unbrersity
B -mall: assfiar3ii 1 ﬁgrmniu:n;rnp
Abstract

ccording te Brunei National Vision 2035, by 2035, Brunei Darussalam will be recognized
everywhere for the sccomplishments of its well-educated and highly skilled people, the quality of
and the dynamic, sustainable cconomy. In order to achieve those visions in 2035, Brunaei will

excel some following areas such as w provide thelr people with high standards of Living and political stability
while ensuring proper care of their enviconment and the vital suppart needed by all membess of society and
to build an economny that provides Brunci people with quality employment in both public and private
sectors and also offers great economic opportanities.
In line with sustainable economy and proper care of environment, recently, business is become one of a
major issues that has been taken seriously by Brunei Government since it has some implication with regards
to safety, property values, quality of life, environment, social, and economic for it sustainahle country in the
fture. Improper business activities will surely have a devastating effect on human boing thus the country
itself. Brunei’s correat business is mainly still depends on gas and oil with no proper environmental
regulation system. Brunei is no doubt well placed economically in the new millennium with sufficent
Ineome from the sales of il and natural gas and from investments to enalile the country sustains itself until
the year 2024). .
However, there are some growing worrles about sustainability of such reserves and income affer 2020,
Therefore, the worry about the future especially for & growing youthful population influenced Brunei's
economic policy. A green business is one of alternatives to achieve the balance smong econamic
diversification, privatization and sustainable country, This paper beging with the general overview of green
business by surveying the definition. The second part presents state of business in Brunei Darussalam.
The findings showed an indication that the number of business in Brunei Darussalam has increased in
number every year. Finally, we examine how Brunei Darussalam initiatives in green business and explore
some ways can be done to improve it.

Keywords: green bosiness, Initiatives, Bruned Darossalam
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1, Introduction

Broaei is one of the hfg.hﬂl per capba incomiss inAsia’ and
une of the highest rates of macrosconomic stability in the
world,. The Warld Economic Fomums “Glohal
Competitiveness Report 2009-10° eanked Bronei first ous
of 134 eounties in terms of its macroeconomic I‘hH-uﬂ'.
Potentlally, thie give: Brunsi considerable appeal in the
oyes of foreign investors who seck above many things to
mundiize investment sk,

Despite its wealth, Brunei'z economic fortunes reby almess
entirely on the country’s oil and gaz industry to financs its
development programs, which contributes 62% of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).* Brunei’s oil and gag gector
props up the public seetor, which amploys 708 of Branei's
workforce.! Brumei policy-malers acknowledge that this
situation  limits Incentive and  cpportunity foo
entrepreneurship and busness development In new
industries. They alse recognize that the government sector
will not be able vo continue (o offer university graduates
employment at previous leveds,

Moreover, Bruns Danssalam receives income fram rent,
rovalties, corpomte tax and dmwndend. Az we know daat
Brunei Darassalam is the third largest oil producer in South
East Asia and abso the fourth lasgest producer of liqueficd
natural gas da the world. Gross domestic product ar
current prices in 2010 was increased by 80 por cent a1
B$16.2 billion om BRD 15.6 billion in 2009, GDP peer
capita at curment prices aiso increased by 5.9 per cont o
BIND 40,7 thouwsand from BMND 384 thoosand in 2009,
The inflation rate was decreased from 1.8 in 2000 1o 1.2 in
2010 and unemployment mte from 3.7 in 2008, to 3.5 in
2009 and L7 percent in 2010.* The second most important
industry is the construction industry. This is divectly the
resull on increased investment by government o
developmont and infrastracture projects.

Brugei Darussalam is also mowving towards ensoring a
sustaindble natural environment Commitments were
madle by 189 world leaders including Brunei Daroesalam at
the Millennium Summit in New York in 2000 to reduce
poverty and promote  Incusive and  sustainable
development by 2013, laying the foundation for the
Millenniurs Development Goals (MDGs) a5 a rosdmap
and timetable for realizing thes global aspiration.

Climate change is recognized by government a serious
ghobal threat that demands #n urgent and collective global
respense. In response to such a threat, over the next 20
years there will be a shifi toward 3 low-carbon, resource
efficient economy and whilst thiz will inevitably be coaly,

there will also be considerable business oppartunites and
economic beaefits to be gained

Brumei Darosmalam’ goveriment has taken o lead i
responding to the challange of climate change. It is cocial,
that this i done in the most cost-effective way in the
process of economic growth, competitiveness, and job
ereation. There is 2 need therefore to ideneify the source of
advanuge for Brunei Danwsalam and the potential
husiness opportunities in a [ow-carbon or green business
(intended as low-carbon, resomrce eficient business).
Thezefore, it 15 critically imgportant for Brumei Diarusaalam
sustainable development and is highly melevamt o
Government’s commitment of snsuring business suocess
and sustainable nataral development. In order to achieve
the huesiness succees and sustainable natuel development,
e of the altermatives s throogh preen business,

Green business s relatively tecent and not well defnad
term which cn be interpreted in different way by differant
people and organization. 'What is considered green by
one organization may not be by others.  Furthermors, the
definitlon of green busines & becoming undermined by
proliferation of green hbeling and standards which is
leading some consumess to consomer ‘gresn labels” o
alnaply be a marketing tool with little substance belind it.

Nevertheless, the busic premise of & green bausiness as one
which &5 fecesed on sustainability, in environmental and
resomee tenm, &5 well understood by business and
consurers glike, While there ke 3 difierence in how
rigorousty that applied, in practice, the value of labeling a
business a5 green is clear and cannot be ignored, as
numerons survey of consemers and busines ewecutives
show. In particalar, business's decision to adopt green
practices is not nosely altmistic or selfish, mather it is based
on good business sense - in fact, enhanced profite or

revenues are expected to accrue from adopting green
business practices.

2. Definition of Green Business

The word “green” is not the only a term for anything
emvronmental althoogh there iz the lendency to substitute
the word "green” for "environmental® Environmentalism is
to grand topic that has seveml subdivisions. Under thes
grand topic on environmentalism, we will find green,
sustaiable, pallution, and conserration. Bach one of thesc
subdivisions is immense subject on their own, The best
definition of green refers to the health impact of what we
&0 on living things. 5o green & primardly a health-related
1ssue. This s seen in the fact that ceaning products were
the eardy green istues. In Gy, indoor alr quality s a big
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factor in green buildings. Sick building syndrome was the
result of poor indoeer air quality, which is the antithesis of
Gresn, '

A 'F‘ilﬂl business” can be defined asz an organkation that
wiga renewable resources (environmentally sustainable) as
wiell @8 holds iwell accountable for the human resource
aspect of their activities (sodally responsible). * Reing
green requires developing an attitude toward sastainability
and practices that ean be incorporated into our everyday
lives. Peing a green business means changing the way a
business purchases, develops produces, and provides
products and services so it has 4 posibive impact on the
environment Think of the planct as 2 warehonse of goods.
When we use the goods, we bave w pay for them with
raney or Fir trade. When we use the enviromment's
regourods, we have to pay e environment back to offset
OUT CONFIMpA 0.,

There is a misconception that “becoming a green business”
mezns being a radical “envirenmentalist” from the “green
movernent” of the past. This & not the case, Think of the
obd “green movement” as “dak green” and “becoming a
green buginess” as a “bright green”. There are many shades
of green in between, We will have to decids what shads of
Ereen are we.

Recently, many companses have chosen to make rewsable
shopping bags available to their customers. Bach has
chosen a different approach. Company ‘A’ chose 1o provide
Large bags made of a thick blue plastic material with coth
handles imprinted with their logo. Company ‘B’ chose to
g0 with black cloth bags with their logo imprinted on the
side; and company “C’ went with small cloth hags made of
hemp and had their logo imprinted using sop-baged. inke.
Each company thinks they made a good "green” choice. As
you can see from this wample, company 'C’ chose the mast
environmentally friendly product, bot is it really de
“gresnest” i it 1 too small to bold encugh producis? Will
peaple continuwe to use it or just throw it away?
There are a nusrnber of new “green” terms we will need to
familiarize onr-self with fac example
sustzinable/aestninability, carbon foot print, “carbon
offeets” or “carbon credits,” and VOC.

Sustaimability refers to thmee areas, ervimomental
ecomomic, and social. It ik about making choices that mest
our needs without compromising the needs of fiturs
generations.  “Environmental sustsinability” refers
resources used by the business. This can indude energy,
water, waste management, emissions, ete. I a business puts
back 100% of the matural resources it compumes, it i
consdiced an “snwvironmentally sustainable” business, This

is becange it replendshes the very resonrees it depends on. LE
# buslness consumes more resources than nature cam
replenish, wses too much energy, o Guses excess waske
pollution, it & mot considered sostainable, "Boopomie
Sustainability” includes the overall fnancial model and
productivity of a company. The income and expenses must
provide for a financially sustainable business. If a business
is constantly going deeper into debt, 1t 15 not finxncially
snstainable. In our context it also refers o evaluating the
products and services we purchase to determine if they are
"‘more sustalnable” of “less sustainable”. For example,
purchasing esergy-saving Compact Florescent Lights
{ CPLs) is considered 3 “more sustainable™ choice.

Sowial respongibility refers (o social impact of a business, It
michedos cthical P.l:in.l:i.pl:l_, whrng back to society, healih
and safety, respect for buman rights, equal epporunities,
fakr compendation, and ensuring a high gquality of hfe. It
mvolves climinating onethical and cormupt behavior, [t
mvolves thoroughly investigating our soorces o ensure
they provide Rir compensations for wock performed,
provide & safe work environment, and do pot violate
human rights in the treatment of thelr workers, It may also
inchede doing things for the local community, educating
helping others, participating in community groups or cur
Ievcal dity and chamber of commerce,

Carbon feotprint refers o our impact on the environment.
It refers to measuring how much wrbon dioode does a
particular activity, purchase, or product produces. For
example, driving a car to the gtore produces a much larger
carbon footprint than does walking o the store, as it
produces much more earbon dicade.

Carbon oflsets or casbon credits refer to affetting our
carbon footprint instead of reducing our own carbon
[wetprint. This used to mean planting a lot of trees 1o offset
our carbun outpest, Today, this means purchasing carban
eredits from a company that offsets carbon emissions. This
is commemby used to compensate for air fravel or use of an
automobile. For example, if we tke a plane o travel
somewhere, we can buy carbon offsets to compensate the
environment for owr production of carbon dicdde. Be
careful and tharcughly rescarch a company hefore huying
carhon credits,

YOO mefors 0 Volitile Organic Compounds,  These
inclade paints/thinners; dry cleaning chemicals, petrolewm
prochucts, and tobacco. Sousces can abo inckude copy
machines, carpets and products containing formaldebyde,
much ag particle-boaed-hased firmiture and cabinets.

In Bronei Darusalam, ane of the key challenges of urban
development and growing populatien is fecusing on the



preen huedness a5 one of alternatives o achieve the balance
among  economic  diversificotion,  privatization  and
sustainable development,

3. Methodology

This is an exploratory research that tries to examine the so
called A Green Duosiness Initisttves in Bruse Derussalam,
Both pnmary and secondary data were collected and
utilized. The process mvolved m conducting the in-depth
interviews with officers of Department of Environment,
Park and BRecreation (DEPR) and Brunei Economic
Development Brunei Board (BEDB) as well as Mimicipal
Officials.  The research usilizes qualitative methads in
order to get a deeper understanding of the problem az well
43 toy gee the phenomenon as part of 3 preater whole,
During the stage of data collection activities relevant to the
study, several approach were condocted i the data
athering process, the princpal method of which was the
informal and semi-stroctured in depth interviews.

A major component of this swdy comprises of the data
gathered from sacondary data eources. These are in form of
backs, journal, and conferesce papers and newspapers
artleles,

The primary and secondary data were examined, socted,
categorized, evaluated, compared and completsd the
reviewiag e raw and recorded data.”

4. The Present State of Business

in Brunei

Brunei Damsmlam  has entered 2 new phase of
development in its drive tovwrards economic diversification
from dlr]'lrn-.‘lmnl nn ool and biguefied natural Eas.-hm-;'l
economy. The contibution from the nop-ofl and
pﬁ-—hnﬂd sector of the eoonoany; a5 reflectsd in the
conribaston to GO has continued o increase. Moreover,
the total number of registered establishments in the private
axctor hias ineeeseed from $OES in 1994 bo 7,631 In 2004 b
B790 in 2006 and 9302 n 2008 (Tablel).* This
encousaging Lrend was initiated by the government moves
tn diversify the economy and to promote the development
of the private sector as a means to attain its goaly. This
strategy was sofidly back-up by the implementation of
Investment Incentive Act 1975 and the formation of the
M.'I.li.:hTa'flndth:p’ mdpl{mn.rr Ripoorces 1583,

In its effort to stimulate economic growth, the Bromei
Uovernmeat is actively promoting the development of
various trget sectoss through its fveyear Wational
Development Plans. These oufline the dishibution of
governrnent fanding and the budget allocated for
development in various sectors of the country.

The peevious 9th  MNational Development  Plen
(2007-2012) (Table. 2) marked a swategic shift in the
planning and tmplementation of development projects, a8
it Is the figt pational development plan o have been
formulated in bine with the cbjectives of Broonei
Damssalam’s recently hunched long-term development
plan, better Enown as "Wawasan Brunel 20335°, or “Visiun
Brunei 2035," in 2008,

Table L Distobution of Private Sector Enierprises in Branek Darussalam 20042008

Sector 2004 2005 2006 20T 2006
Weholesale and Rassil Trade 1,551 1,270 1575 1,778 1,847
Constuckon 1418 1342 184 1718 1630
Community, Social & Persanal Sardicns a7e 1.088 1,240 1,270 1,324
Mining & Manulciuring 1,289 1472 1,656 1,650 1,570
Coffes shops, Restaurant & Hote's 752 a2y 748 g4z 018
Tranzport, siorage & Communication 315 335 368 338 343
Financial, Insurance & Business services 364 412 4657 459 484
Agricufiure. Forestry & Fishing B4 g14 1,047 8475 Ba1
Production of Cf and Liguefied Mstural Gas 20 b 26 an 27
Sawmill and Timbear Processig -4 a5 24 a5 33
Tetal 7,631 .78 8,790 8266 9302

Soree: Beunel Darussalars Stalistics] Yeabook 2008
A e ey




Table 2, #th National Development Flan (2007 - 2012)

Tol Allocation [BE) BSbil 100%
"ALLOCATION BY SEGTOR B %
imdusiny and Commerce 1024065480 q0.B
Agiiculture 101,771,600 1.1
Foresiy 65288000 OF
Fishany 196,839 880 12
industrial Davelopment 404 334,000 4.5
ggm’m Eirpeeneyal 0544000 04
Pulau Muara Qasar 200138000 24
Transpod and Communication 1067038300 112
Roads : 588838000 6
Gl Aviation M4527,000 1.2
Marine and Pors 26763000 03
Telecommunications TE,517.000 12
Aadio and Telavision 18,241,300 24
Postal Services 12485000 01
Social Services A 1204367900 136
Education 822458500 B7
edical and Health 149,152,000 16
HReliglous Afairs 27 1B0GE00 03
Hurnan Resounce Developmaent 295466800 34
Sotial Services B 1,764,451,800 185
Sovernment Housing 23261000 02
Public Facilittes and Enviranmenl 162,500,800 i8
MNational Housing 1555670000 164
Pubhe Ulilitics 1492797900 487
Ehscircity 87,204,000 6.2
Sanitation 178,012,000 19
Wiater Supply 524573000 &5
Dralnage 202227000 2.1
Putbic Builldings 672858800 7.1
Sclence, Technology and R &0 165,176,400 17
T - 1,145687,000 12.1
Security 506,789,000 6.3
Royal Brune) Ammed Forces 21286000 44
Pedon 175,503,000 1.8
Miscellaneous 278,844 540 29
Conbingency Resenves 284044840 28
Site Devaloprrent 15,000,000 0.z
Consuliant Faa 15,000,000 0.2
LizbiEies for Completad Project 4 000000 2]

faurcer Degartment of Ecomomi: Pheming and Development

According to a survey conducted by the Commonwealth
Secretariat in June, 2007, SMEs acctmnted for AR5 per
cent of all businesses and provide 92 per cent of total
employraent in the private sector or 27.6 per cent of the
total waekforce in Brune, Tg, Hajah Mariana PDNLDE Py,
Hj Abd Mokoin, Deputy Permanent Secretary at the
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources sald that "The
Enterprse Faalitarion Schame (EFS), loans with & coilimg
of 55 millicon, h-lipfﬂ-l'ﬂ&ﬂlﬂﬂstuhliﬂgﬂlmﬂnl 14
122 SMF=e from 1999 ta 2009 while the Microcredit
Finandng Scheme, loans with a celing of $50, 000, has
provided $10 million worth of capital o 485 SMEs ffom
1001 to 2009, *There about 4022 busines establishrments
in private sectors, 0% are fom SMEs [AR%-serios sectors,
11%-canstrnction, and 2%-mamsfactoring) in Broned
Dariggalam in 1990 U.n.ﬁlrﬁmﬂ:.l,ﬂrur:uemin:l.tn:[
more than Y0 establishments in 2011, 8MEs in Bmoned
comprize over 35 per cent of the overall business base, *

O July 7 2010, BEDE, with the consent of His Majesty the
fultan snd Yang Di-Peroan of Brunei Darussalam,
anncunced it was setting up 2 £2-million grant scheme 10
mpport the development of new technology and products
by local ShEs. !

5. Green Business Initiativesin
Brunei Darussalam

Brunei Darussalam tries to mamage its  business
establishment 2 good as possible aceording to 50 called
world sestainahle bisiness. In line with Bronei vision 2035,
His Majesty's government hag put o focos on balancing
development with emdronmental conservation as well 2=
erplosing and wiliwing natwal Tesowrcs o obizin
optimom benefits for the cumment and fomre generations.
Going 'green’ is one of the most used advertising gimmicis
for large multi-sationzl companics to impeove the market
perceplion of their businesses a3 well e smallsr, mae
localized businesses are also ventusing nto eco-fiendly
territory in the hopes it will pay off just as big and Brunel
Drarussalam will follow sait.

According to Heward Shaw, executive direcior of the
Singapore Environment Cogoseil (SEC) the ‘green’
Industry is proving to be & lucrative cash cow for businesses
arpund the ward, which ‘going green makes sense and
cenis.” He added that countries bke Singapore are now
beginning to see the value of being green as a competitive
toll to differentiate them from the crowd ® He stressed that
this sration is nowhere more apparent than In small and
mediem enterprises (SMEs) that are usually part of an
entire business vakee chain where suppliens like themsshes



i o "m

G ]

are aplenty.” Finally, he believed that this in tum, will put
these hucisesses in the preferred swpplier list of higger
corparations who have themselves adopted (or are looking
t adapt} zca-friendly and sustainable practices and expoct
their suppliers to do the sama. ¥

A green business is still very mew to Brunei Darussalam,
This sector affords local busneses with a ‘big
opportunity’  for  exploring  new  ventures. Brunei
Dansssalam introduced this concept back in the conference
in 2009 when this country brooght in the expent from
Sustainability Victoria, Australia to share about what it
msans o be a green business.

Broned Darussalam &5 using & two-proaged approach to
push for green business initatives agends. "First is getting
existing businesses to reduce their carbon faotprint by
adopting greener practioes; the seeond i creating
businesses that supplies green products or services.”
During the Asean Touriam Farmm (ATE} in Jannary 2010,
delepates attending the bizgeet tourzn meet in Southeast
Asia were reported as being “mpressed” by the proximicy
of natural flora and fasma 1o its budt environment. The
push for nature-based/green tourism or eco-tourism has
been growing in strength this year, 0 has the need for
physical, educational and Jegal infrastructure developrrent
to caker to pew green towism projects and initiatives
Skeikh Jamaloddin Sheikh Mohamed, Brunei Tourism
Board {BTE) director stated that the country’s commercial
Sector ihﬂuldila:'tmnmntral:ing o6 gresn business such as

transpartation, building maintenance and  poblic
cleanliness a¢ part of our national duty. Public tolloty are

one of the blggest concerns Some department stores
public cestrooms and the floors are wet, there ks no tailet
paper and ik b dirty, and the department stoces themselves
are selling these ftems. Brunel Damsslam has managed to
find ways to maintain the pablic cleanliness of restrooms a5
well 22 providing rubbish bins ot strategic places.

Bronei Danmssalam  Government  has  symbalized i
commitment in uﬁmmng glnl:rul trea b by mnss Ph’“HﬂS
of 60,000 tree seedbings beginning May 22, 2010, The mass
planting  coivcides  with the lntermational Day of
Blodiversity and Green Wawve - the global planiing
ceremony initiated by the Convention on Biological
Diversity. This was a symbolic cerémony involwing the
public and a specific target group of commmunities
depending on the theme formulbsted for sach year. The
young generations such as studeats are the main target
group to be iovolved, The mass planking is aimed 1o
protect and enhance forests to provide sitable habirats for
wildlife, symbolized Brunei's commitment in ensuring the
earth is a safe place for all sorts of living, things and increase
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the mations forest capacity to absorh and  store
atmnspheric carbon,

Theee ame ol o green business initatives hias been
carried out in Brungi Dasssalam, for example, sco- frendhy
projects hawve dominated nivch of the business scene,
pasticolardy since two years age with DSTCom (DST
Communications Sdn. Bhd) being the latest to go green by
introducing electronic top-upe’ of mobie phone credit to
replace the traditional scratch cards. As of September 2011,
the “altemative solotion fot sellng and distibuting
recharge credits to Easl subscribers® would  allow
disteibmbors and vinders to manage thelr own pmﬁje and
acconnt given by DET, including features like transaction
history, transfer of ‘airtime’ form distibutors to rerailers
and vioe versa to subsoribers.

Brunet Darussabim is cerrently inviting private sectors such
ai Alcoa, Butra Heidelberz Cement, Total and HSBC
exhibit green business imitiatives Incloding products and
services from other organizations, It was alse o showease
the sutstanding and chortlisted enbres of the 2011 Youth
Go Green Initiabive Awards and projects by the nest
E:nu:u.'!irun.'

The "Youth Go Green Initiative Awards’ was organized in
confunction to the conference, 1o recopnize the
contribation of the young ditizens of Brunei in promoting
environnwental awarensss on the cllects of climate change
and global warming as well stimulating thesr creative rminde
in taking action to save the emdronment for their futare
theough innowative grees sofutons.

The award was themed "Saving the Wodld, Saving Our
Furae® and was organkzed in collaboration with the
Sclence Technology and Envieonsent Patuesship
(STET} Centre, Ministry of Education. Previous awand is
Princess Rashidah Young Mature Sdestist  Asward
[PRYNSA) Tt has also contributed to the government’s
strong foans om emvironmentally sustainable development
and public  awemeeness and  embracing  of  hetter
environmental practices such as construction sector, preen
practices in weork place, energy conservation, eco-toorfsm
tree-planting activities and no plastic bag weekends.*
Bruzel b playlng i part towards creating a green
construction by coming ap with an initative that i hoped
to reduce carbon footprints in builings natiomwide, The
Institute of Surveyors, Engineers and Architects (Puja) is
taking the initiaive to promofe  environmental
sustainability in their projects by establishing a committes
to form the guidelines and dandards for bocal architects o
[ollow whest designing or constrocting new projects. This
rsponded to the global sustamability development
challenges for quite some time, The initiative is fousing
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rawards poomoting energy elficent designs in buildings in
the Sultanate to Farther reduce carbon footprint and to
establish a proper design guideline and 2 rating systen: to
evaluate a bubllding for it environmental impact and
perfornance, something that is similarly practiced overses
sich a3 BCA Green Mark tn Smgapore and the Green
Fuildicg Index in Malaysia. The mitiatives also sncourage
adoplion of varous greea building technologies and
lnnovation to achiews better performance, such as in aress
ol energy and water eficlency, and would coraingy Open up
new business opportunites in terms of providing these
value-added facilities to all green concept baildings.

The Ministry of Development’s recent efforts, thrangh the
Fublic Works Department, fn issuing circulars to all Jocal
architects, designers and- comsultants o encourage all
stakeholders to adopt guidelines on the planning and
designing of green bulding concepts for new and
upcoming projects.  In arder to adopt the green buikling
concept fully, it will require sirong participation from all
sakeholders and end users, The architectusal features
wiich could contribute o energy effidency in their designs
arg proper bullding odentation, optimum soel insukbon,
deep recessed window designs a5 well as Incorporating
various mechanical and elecrical features that can cnhance
the pecformance of the buildng. Some governments in
other countries have practiced giving out Incentives o
encourage more development and oilization of green
building concepts, such as tax retums. This practics will
alew be taken by the Brunefs government to promote the
widely use of the concept in the Sultanate. It will encourage
local businesses and  enirepreneurs will realize he
significant potential of green businesses,

Sastinability issees will obviously differ Between
companies and across industries, noting that an ol & gas
company may place emphasis on health and cafety as the
pricdty In thele sustainability strategy because any
unwanted incidents will impact their operation, revenue
stream and may also resolt in adverse envirommental
consequences and reputations rak.

Based on Hongkong Shanghal Bank Corporation research
reselt that global Climate Change refated business or green
business could be worth US$2 teillion (32.45 trillion) by
2020, %, This is a sector with high growth potential and
throngh the MNational Environment Conference 2011,
Brunefan businesses and entreprenears will become more
aware of the significant business opportunitics that arc
assedated with low-carbon econceny, dimate change
adapeation and green technology. This means businesses
will eed W consider both Internal and external factors Lo
identify thesr sustainability rigk.

One of loreign private banks has been one of the picnesr
crgantzations in Brunei to adopt greener practices in the
workplace, As part of it efforts o manage the
covironmental impact of their business opeeation, the banle
has heen actively reviewing itz energy and paper
consumpton.  Resuls from the review and the initiatives
implemented have made 2 positive Impaa on the
environment and Bisancial bottom lne” For example; the
energy consumption has reduced by twenty-two per cent
since the bank apted for a new water chilled air condition
system as well a5 an identified area where it can save up to
320 tous of paper and realived move than $200,000 of
saving annually. I| petrol consumption has alo reduced by
fosty-seven per cent sinee they changed their scnior
management car fleer to the more energy elfficient Toyota
Prins."

The Ministry of Development through the Deparument of
Environment, Padks and mecreaton and 18 Department

Stores of Negara Brunei Darussatam pledpe to collaborate
m the implementation of the "o Phstic Bag Weekend
(every Saturdsy and Sunday)” startiep en Saturday 26
March, 2011, curcently the no plastic bag weekend for
every Priday, Saturdsy and Sunday. The tanpets redoce
15% recycling rate by 2015 and 20% by 2020,

Going green eould be the next mega-trend for business in
Bruned as there ace bound W be oppornmitics, especially
when consumers become more aware of what they are
purchase. Brunei could benefit from a Green Building
Council a5 there are a lot of houses to be boilt i the
country and this could help Brunei in its efforts to increase
autainability. Intennational big corporations hawe green
building (and) uswally have their buildings certified as this
creates higher value. Investors want certification aad even
though that means 2 bigger cost of maybe five per cent
initially, it will translate o revenne of 15 per cent in the end.
Groen products create more measeness and in turn

The greater awarensss and edocation *will translate to
action, It will also be looking for green bugness
appormnities kecally, Ar countries around the world move
tovward Jow- carbon economy and take climate change
adaptation measure, green technology market s an area
with high growth potential and Bruneian bosinesses will he
ready to capture these oppostunities, Even though the
green business 15 skl new to Bronel and that this sectar
affords local businesses with a ‘'big opportonity” for
exploving new ventures. Fronei Darusslam shoald engage
its stakeholders, which means that educate the public,
educate the students, the teachers, government officers and
prvate sector sach businessmen on the importance of



green business, and how it relates back to biodiversity and
climate changr.

6. Conclusion

Green Bosiness is etill in infant stage i Brunei Darmssalem,
Bruné Darussalam should leam from developed conmtries
about green business. Since Brunel Darussalam is in infant
state of green busiiess, there we some aspects to be
eaplored such 2 public svareness, technology, green
business panagement systems and legislation, Those are
the probbems that facing by the Brunel business entities, in
the case of local Small to Mediur Enterprises (SMEs),
"going green’ may not be so eagy to sustzin. The bigh level
of capital and expertise of eco-husinesses usually need to
start up, which SMEs do not noemally have,

Because of these condition, the Brunei government really
concern toward the green business.  The Miniary of
Development’s recent efforts, trough the Pablic Works
Ciepartment, (o lssuing cocwlars to all local architects,
designers and coasnltants to encoursge all srakehalders to
adopt gaidelines on the planning and designing of green
building concepts for new and upcoming projects. The
government has abeady settled up a budget for green
business and creates mbegrated green business hut not
achieving the target yet for example eco-tourism.

The Brunei government should have a good coordinatios
of pelides among governmenral agencies and private
sectoty, It should also incresse public awareness, improve
green business management system apd educate the
CANTMARLY.
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