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Enggano is a small island in the Indian Ocean, 100 km 
southwest of Sumatra, Indonesia (Verbelen 2009), and is 
part of the North Bengkulu (Bengkulu Utara) district of 
the Indonesian province of Bengkulu (Fig. 1; Maryanto 
et al. 2017). It has probably never been connected with 
the Sumatran mainland and has an impoverished fauna 
(Whitten et al. 2000).  

On 2 March 2020, we visited Snake Island (Pulau Ular) 
off the north coast of Enggano (Fig. 1; 05°18'S, 102°07'E), 
an island formed from dead coral deposited by wave 
action. Local people had reported that Snake Island 
includes breeding habitat for waterbirds at certain times 
(particularly for gulls and egrets). At about 10:00 hrs, we 
observed a Beach Thick-knee Esacus magnirostris and a 
flock of 20 Grey-tailed Tattlers Tringa brevipes.  

We first saw the Beach Thick-knee when it was flying, but 
it soon landed on the beach. It was readily identified by 
its distinctive characters: large size, very stout black bill 
with small yellow patches at the base, yellow eyes, black 
head with white supercilium and throat, breast buffy, 
underparts white, upperparts medium brown, wing coverts 
pale grey with broad white-bordered black bar in the 
upper part of the folded wing, and yellow legs (Fig. 2). 
These features confirm identification of the bird as a 
Beach Thick-knee, the only thick-knee species known to 
occur in Indonesia (Hayman et al. 1986, Sonobe & Usui 
1993, Chandler 2009, Robson 2011, Eaton et al. 2016). 

The flock of 20 Grey-tailed Tattlers was seen on the beach 
of Snake Island. All the birds were similar, with uniformly 
ash-grey back, short yellow legs (when in flight, the legs 
did not extend beyond the tail), blackish bill with yellow 
base and short nasal groove, prominent white supercilium 
extending behind the eye and blackish lore stripe, no 
barring on the underparts, but grey wash on the sides of 
breast and flanks (Fig. 3). These features confirm identification 
as Grey-tailed Tattler (Hayman et al. 1986, Sonobe & Usui 
1993, Chandler 2009, Robson 2011, Eaton et al. 2016). 

The occurrence of Beach Thick-knee and Grey-tailed 
Tattler on Enggano Island was unexpected. Beach Thick-
knee is listed as Near Threatened because it has a small 

population (BirdLife International 2020a). In Sumatra, 
records of Beach Thick-knee are sparse (fewer than 10 
published records during 1980–2020), with reports from 
Siberut Island in 1997, from Simeuleu in 1991, and two 
on the beach at Belimbing, Lampung province in 1992 
(Holmes 1996); all of these localities are on the western 
side of Sumatra. 

Like Beach Thick-knee, Grey-tailed Tattler is listed as 
Near Threatened based on evidence that it is undergoing 
a moderately rapid population decline, driven by on-
going habitat loss and degradation, disturbance and 
hunting pressure (BirdLife International 2020b). There 
were no records of Grey-tailed Tattlers on Sumatra or 
any of its islands until 1999 when a single bird was 
recorded twice on Siberut Island, 500 km northwest of 
Enggano (Grantham & Kemp 2000). This was followed 
by an observation of seven birds on Belitung Island in 
February 2014, and then by observations in Bengkulu 
province in October and November 2014 which constitutes 
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Fig 1. Map of Enggano Island showing the location of the 
record of Beach Thick-knee and Grey-tailed Tattler on  
2 March 2020 (triangle).
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the first record for mainland Sumatra (Iqbal et al. 2014a, 
Rahmansyah & Iqbal 2015). Mugan et al. (2017) considered 
Grey-tailed Tattler as a rare vagrant to Sumatra with a 
small number of observations. Therefore, our record of 
20 birds represents the first record for Enggano Island 
and the largest number recorded anywhere in Sumatra. 
These records of Beach Thick-knee and Grey-tailed Tattler 
on Enggano Island add to a body of information about 
the occurrence of scarce waders in Sumatra which has 
increased considerably over the past decade (e.g. Iqbal et 
al. 2010, 2013, 2014b, Imansyah & Iqbal 2015, Putra et al. 
2018). We think this probably reflects the impact of grow-
ing numbers of local birdwatchers and researchers with 
access to binoculars and long-lens cameras, rather than 
birds expanding their ranges. The importance for waders 
of Enggano Island and other west Sumatran islands may 
have been overlooked in the past, when birdwatchers were 
more interested in finding endemic species. Further stud-
ies on Enggano are needed in order to confirm the status 
and population size of the waders that occur there. 
Our field survey to Enggano Island was instigated and 
financed by ZGAP (Zoologische Gesellschaft für Arten- 
und Populationsschutz e.V.). We are sincerely grateful to 
the ZGAP, particularly to Roland Wirth, Arne Schulze 
and Jens-Ove Heckel. We thank anonymous reviewers 
for their helpful comments on our draft paper. 
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Fig 2. A Beach Thick-knee (and Reef Egrets Egretta sacra) 
photographed on 2 March 2020 on Snake Island, Enggano, 
Sumatra, Indonesia (photo: Muhammad Iqbal).

Fig 3. Grey-tailed Tattlers photographed on 2 March 2020 
on Snake island, Enggano, Sumatra, Indonesia (photo: 
Muhammad Iqbal).
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Executive Committee
The IWSG is run by a group of volunteers distributed around the globe and with a wealth of experience in wader
research and conservation issues.

Click here for a list of former members of ExCo

Chair - Yvonne Verkuil (Netherlands)

Yvonne Verkuil

Yvonne joined the ExCo in 2007 and has been a member of the WSG since she started to study stopover ecology
of Red Knots with Theunis Piersma in 1990. Since then the wader world has sucked her in and she has studied
the stopover behaviour and population genetics of a variety of waders. She has worked at the Royal Ontario
Museum in Canada and for a short period with IUCN. She is currently at the University of Groningen in the
Netherlands. Yvonne in Chair of IWSG since 2008.

Chair Elect - Jennifer Smart (UK)

Jennifer Smart

Jen joined ExCo in2019, but has been part of the Wader Study Group family since 1999 and will take over as
Chair in October 2020.

She did her PhD on breeding redshanks. For the last 14 years she has been with the RSPB, where as part of the
science team, she was working on solutions to reverse the declines of waders breeding in wetlands. She is now
Head of Species for RSPB England where she helps focus RSPB’s species conservation work – ensuring the
right actions for priority species in the right places. Fortunately, quite a few of the RSPB priority species are
waders so she remains involved in important conservation programmes for curlews, black-tailed godwits,
redshank, lapwing, oystercatcher and ringed plovers. When not working she is usually out on her bike.

Vice-Chairman - Ole Thorup (Denmark)

https://www.waderstudygroup.org/former-exco-members/
https://www.waderstudygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/IMG_1756.jpg
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Ole Thorup

Being among his favourite birds since he started birding as a kid in the late 1960es, Ole started working with
shorebirds at Tipperne, Denmark in 1981. Since then his main topic has been breeding meadowbirds and
grassland management in Denmark and the Baltic. A breeding biology study of the endangered Baltic Dunlin
was begun in 1987 and is still active. In the past he also studied breeding Arctic shorebirds in northern Sweden,
Norway and NE Greenland. Ole became a member of the EXCO in 1993, Project Coordinator of the group
1996-2008 and compiled the publication Breeding Waders in Europe 2000 1997-2004. Now he is working as a
freelancer in a small consultancy company (Amphi).

General Secretary - Jutta Leyrer (Germany)

Jutta Leyrer

Jutta joined ExCo in 2007, and was Conference Coordinator until 2015. She did her PhD on the timing of
northward migration of a long-distance migrant wader, the Red Knot, at the NIOZ (Royal Netherlands Institute
for Sea Research) and the University of Groningen. Her project allowed her to spend several months each year
in West Africa’s most important wintering area for waders, the Banc d’Arguin, Mauritania, then following the
Knots to their stopover site on the French Atlantic coast and the German Wadden Sea. After that switched
flyways and hemispheres and studied the “wintering” behaviour of waders in Australia at Deakin University,
Geelong. In 2014 she returned to work on the Banc d’Arguin, Mauritania, and currently she is based at NABU,
in Germany.

Treasurer – Maurine Dietz (Netherlands)

https://www.waderstudygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/thorup_o.jpg
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Maurine Dietz

Maurine joined the ExCo in 2018, taking over as treasurer from David Turner. Maurine is an ecophysiologist.
She did her PhD on the development of thermoregulation in Galliformes whereafter she joined the team of
Theunis Piersma at the University of Groningen to work on red knots. Her main interests were phenotypic
flexibility with a focus on the gut and breast muscles, moult, metabolites and stable isotopes. Currently she is
working on the relationship between the gut microbiome and avian ecology in pigeons, Pied Flycatchers and
Red Knots.

Membership Secretary ~ Katharine Bowgen (UK)

Katharine Bowgen

Katharine joined the ExCo as interim Membership Secretary in 2017, and was formally elected in 2018. She
currently works for the British Trust for Ornithology analysing data from wetland and marine bird projects. Her
PhD looked into wading bird’s responses to environmental change on UK estuaries and developed predictive
models to aid conservationists. Prior to this she worked as an field assistant around the world gaining insights
into bird’s behavioural ecology and their conservation in different environmental circumstances.

 

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Wader Study ~ Jacquie Clark (UK)

Jacquie Clark

Jacquie is Co-Editor-in-Chief of Wader Study, and ex officio member of ExCo since April 2018. Jacquie has
been captivated by waders since she was an undergraduate, has been a member of IWSG ever since and was on
ExCo back in the 1980s.  She is an active member of the Wash Wader Ringing Group and enjoys wader ringing
around the world. Her research has been focussed on the effects of cold weather on waders, as well as migration
and moult. On deciding to quit paid work as Head of Ringing for BTO, she volunteered to get involved with
IWSG again and became an editor, quickly morphing into co-Editor-in-Chief and consequently joining ExCo.  In
addition to her editing duties, she is having great fun carrying out wader and other ornithological fieldwork, as
well as trying to write all those papers there was never time for and finally finding (a bit of) time to work on the
house.
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Editor, International Wader Studies ~ Vojtěch Kubelka (Czech Republic)

Vojtěch
Kubelka

Vojtěch has been keen on shorebirds since 2007, when he renewed the Wader Study and Conservation Group
(SVOB) in the Czech Republic. Then he became a member of IWSG in 2009 and a member of ExCo in 2014.
Since 2018 he is the editor of International Wader Studies, the IWSG’s series of ‘special publications’. He is
interested in the evolutionary ecology of shorebirds, field research, comparative analyses, science popularization
and nature conservation. He defended his PhD: Significance of predation for breeding ecology and conservation
in shorebirds at Charles University in Prague. Currently he is the Scientific Coordinator of ÉLVONAL
SHOREBIRD SCIENCE, international project investigating sex role evolution in shorebirds.

Conference Coordinator ~ Triin Kaasiku (Estonia)

Triin Kaasiku

Triin joined the ExCo in 2015 as a Conference Coordinator. She is a Masters student in Biology at the University
of Tartu, Estonia. Her main interests  are habitat requirements of meadowbirds, meadow management and
seminatural habitats.

Projects Coordinator ~ Jannik Hansen (Denmark)

Jannik Hansen

Jannik joined the ExCo in 2007. In 1998 he started his first wader work; a master’s thesis on the breeding
strategy of the Purple Sandpiper in Svalbard. Next he worked as a fieldworker on a Lapwing breeding biology
study in Sweden. Currently he is employed at the Institute of Bioscience, University of Aarhus in Denmark,

https://www.waderstudygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Kubelka_photo.jpg
https://www.waderstudygroup.org/international-wader-studies/
https://elvonalshorebirds.com/
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working with ecological monitoring (incl. waders) at Zackenberg in Northeast Greenland. He took over the role
of Projects Coordinator in autumn 2014.

Publicity Officer ~ Elwyn Sharps

IWSG-Wetlands International Liaison Officer ~ David Stroud (UK)

Colour-mark Coordinator (Scheme issuing) ~ Jim Wilson (Norway)

Jim Wilson

Jim’s interest in waders was awakened by the Merseyside Ringing Group in 1965-1968 when he and his mates
began marking waders on the Dee Estuary. At the same time he became a member of the Wash Wader Ringing
Group and in 1972 a member of the Wader Study Group. In the 1970s he was involved in the Iceland and
Mauritanian expeditions. He took his Masters on the breeding ecology of waders on the Hebrides in 1976. Jim
worked on and off with waders for the next twenty years. In 1996 he moved to Australia and he worked full time
on waders and wetlands there for five years. He was also chairman of the Australasian Wader Study Group from
1998 to 2001, and in that capacity he first came onto the ExCo. By profession Jim is a Civil Engineer and still
works in the construction industry, and thus he is one of the last of the amateurs.

Colour-mark Coordinator (Sightings) ~ Ryan Burrell (UK)

Ryan Burrell

Though always a keen birder, Ryan’s interest in waders is rather more recent in part due his supervision by
Tamás Székely during his BSc degree. In 2014 and 2016, Ryan acted as a field technician on the James Bay
Shorebird Project, assisting with research on stopover ecology using colour-marks and the MOTUS tracking
network. He is currently employed as a GIS Research Assistant at the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust, UK,
where he is involved in several projects, including the EU Life+ project, Waders4Real. Ryan is particularly
interested in wader spatial ecology and how a better understanding of predator ecology can improve the success
of conservation programmes. A keen ringer, he is involved with the Wash Wader Ringing Group and Farlington
Ringing Group.

Yahkat Barshep (South Africa/Nigeria)

https://www.waderstudygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/wilson_j.jpg
https://www.gwct.org.uk/wadersforreal
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Yahkat Barshep

Yahkat Barshep in the African representative in ExCo. Currently, Yahkat has two research interests (1)
investigating population dynamics of migratory (Palearctic) and resident African waders and (2) the patterns of
moult particularly in relation to breeding and migration and the consequences of environmental change on this
trait.

Patricia González (Argentina)

Patricia is the representative for South America in ExCo.

Birgita Hansen (Australia)

Birgita Hansen

Birgita is the Treasurer of the Australasian Wader Studies Group, based in Australia. She is also a long-term
member of the Victorian Wader Study Group and has extensive experience is wader studies including capture
and monitoring. She recently led a team of researchers and wader experts in Australia to revise the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway Population Estimates for 37 wader species listed under the Australian Government
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. She is currently running a research program on the
ecology and migration of Latham’s Snipe, and collaborating with the Wild Bird Society of Japan to understand
and document changes in population size and distribution. She is currently working as a Research Fellow in the
Centre for eResearch and Digital Innovation at Federation University in Ballarat, Victoria.

Gwenaël Quaintenne (France)

https://www.waderstudygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Yahkat.jpg
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Gwenaël Quaintenne

Gwenaël joined ExCo in 2017. She is a general ExCo member and also Notes & News editor. In daily life
Gwenaël is bird database program manager at LPO/BirdLife France.

Passionate about shorebirds, I had the great opportunity to study habitat choice of Red Knot Calidris canutus
islandica (East Atlantic flyway) during my PhD carried out at the University of La Rochelle in France under the
supervision of Dr. Pierrick Bocher and with the collaboration of the Netherlands Institute for Sea Research
(NIOZ). Immersed in such enthusiastic and fanatical wader scientists, I was happy to have discovered the
International Wader Study Group which brings together researchers and bird conservation organizations from all
continents working on shorebird conservation research projects. After successive fixed-term contracts at the
universities of La Rochelle and Nantes for studies on shorebirds, I now work at the Ligue pour la Protection des
Oiseaux (LPO), BirdLife France, as programme manager on bird databases at the Knowledge Service. From bird
survey manager to data analyst, I work on various subjects: Rare and Endangered Breeding Bird Survey in
France, assessment and reporting under Article 12 of the Birds Directive, assessment of overwintering waterbird
population trends in France from Wetlands International census, etc. Through these programs and the IWSG, I
continue to maintain my interest on Shorebirds sciences and conservation.

I joined the ExCo in 2017 as general ExCo member and also Notes & News editor. I welcome any news about
shorebirds and their habitats that you wish to share with the readers of the Wader Study and IWSG members.

Gregor Scheiffarth (Germany)

Gregor
Scheiffarth

After working on breeding Oystercatchers for some years, Gregor switched to stopover ecology of Bar-tailed
Godwits in the Wadden Sea for his PhD. His major interests lay in foraging ecology, migration ecology, and
ecosystem processes. Gregor joined the Wader Study Group in 1991 and was General Secretary from 2004 to
2016. Currently he is working at the National Park Authority for the Lower Saxon Wadden Sea.

 

Eveling Tavera (Peru/Canada)

Eveling joined ExCo in September 2018. Eveling is the Chair of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Group
(WHSG). She is currently based at Simon Fraser University in Canada and at Centro de Ornitología y
Biodiversidad (CORBIDI) in Peru.
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