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English Learning Motivation of the 7th Semester Informatics 

Engineering Students of Sriwijaya University  

 

ABSTRACT 

This study was aimed to investigate what were the motivation of the 

undergraduate Informatics Engineering students of Sriwijaya University in studying 

English and description of reasons that the students are motivated in English language 

learning. This study used quantitative method and focused on student of Informatics 

Engineering Study Program University. The participants of this study were 100 

students of 7th Semester English Education Study Program University Indralaya and 

Palembang class. The data were collected by using Questionnaire about Motivation in 

English language learning. For the data analysis, the writer used descriptive analysis 

by using SPSS to analyze the result from the questionnaire. Finally, it was found that 

the most dominant motivation in English language learning that the students had was 

Instrumental Motivation and the item with the highest mean value which belonged to 

the item of Instrumental Motivation was I want to get good income.   

Keywords: Motivation, EFL 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This chapter presents the background, the problem, the objective and the 

significance of the study. 

1.1 Background of the study 

 In this era of globalization, English is one of the most commonly spoken 

languages in almost every life aspects. The multiple uses of English in people’s live 

is described by Munat (2013) that English is the language of navigation, the 

worldwide web or internet and diplomacy, as well as the means of transportation for 

universal scientific exchange, and its general presence can be felt in pop culture and 

the global media. Consequently, understanding English can certainly increase one’s 

individual to have access on education, business, entertainment and other life aspects. 

As a means of international communication, English links them all. 

Indonesia is a massive country with one of the world's largest multilingual 

populations. In terms of ethnicity, linguistics, and beliefs, it is diverse. There are 

over 719 languages spoken in Indonesia (Ethnologue, 2008). There is no doubt that 

Indonesians are accustomed to speaking multiple languages. The native language, 

Bahasa Indonesia, is taught to all Indonesians, and they also grow up talking 

with varieties of regional dialects. The students in Indonesia study foreign languages 

in formal settings in addition to being exposed to a variety of local 

dialects throughout the country. English has become the business language and one of 

the compulsory subjects in secondary school since the Dutch colonial occupation, and 

as a result, many Indonesians are motivated to learn English. (Nasution 1995).  

Motivation is one of the factors that influences the successes or failures of 

learning and teaching a foreign language. Foreign language students' classroom 
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performance is heavily influenced by motivation. The process of helping to 

promote,  to guide, and to maintain learning activities that are carried out using an 

internal strength or mechanism is known as learning motivation. Motivation has a 

significant impact on a student's learning process while also having an effect on 

student achievement. Since they enjoy participating in classroom activities, students 

who are highly motivated to participate in the learning process have a much higher 

chance of academic success. They will enjoy the class, would like to finish given 

assignments, and participate in class (Gitawaty, 2010). This factor contributes to 

positive learning results. This is supported by Harmer (2007) who claims motivation 

as the most important factor influencing students' academic success. Septiani, Petrus, 

& Mirizon (2021) mentioned students' motivation to learn a language in Indonesia is 

low since English is not spoken in daily conversations and because it is a foreign 

language. Only in the classroom can students practice and use English, which they do 

only occasionally. Consequently, they have no interest in learning English. 

For students’ progress in learning a foreign language, motivation is often a 

reliable indicator. Motivation is extremely important for second or foreign language 

learning, and it is crucial to understand what our students’ motivations are (Oxford 

and Shearin, 1994). It is one of most important aspects in the ability of students to 

succeed in learning a second or other foreign language (Dornyei, 1994) since 

motivation influences the use of language learning practices and the level of 

competency in a language (Oxford & Shearin, 1994). According to Brown (1987), the 

concept of motivation is well-known as an inner drive, impulse, emotion, or desire 

that moves one to a particular action. Particularly, humans have universal needs or 

drives that are somewhat innate, but their intensity is influenced by their environment. 

Motivation to learn is truly needed when learning any language. English learners, for 

example, need to be motivated to be able to acquire good language skills. In accord 

with Gardner and Lambert (1972), generally, there are two types of motivation to 

learn. Studying the other language as an instrument to achieve practical goals refers 
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to Instrumental motivation whereas learning the language out of interest in or desire 

to identify with the target culture reflects an interest in learning another language 

because of the culture represented by the other language group considered as 

Integrative motivation (Gardner, 2012). 

 Identifying and investigating second and foreign language learning motivation 

has been one of major research topics in the field of second or foreign language 

learning (Csizer, Dornyei & Tartsay, 2006). Conducting a study investigating 

students’ motivation in learning English is worth doing. In relation to this, this 

present study focused on finding out about what motivation the students of the 

Computer Science within Sriwijaya University had in learning English. For the 

students of Computer Science major, especially in Informatics Engineering field, 

English is a very important tool, because to operate the computer they are required to 

have a good understanding not only in math but also in language (Beaubouef, 2003).  

As the students of Sriwijaya University, they have to pass the TOEFL-like-test which 

previously referred to “SULIET” (Sriwijaya University Language Institute English 

Test) and it is now known as “USEPT” (Universitas Sriwijaya English Proficiency 

Test) before they receive their university diploma. The passing grade score is 

different in every major within the university. According to Buku Pedoman 

Mahasiswa Universitas Sriwijaya, Computer Science majoring students in 

Informatics Engineering have to pass the minimum of 500 in USEPT. 

In relation this present study, the writer found a previous study conducted by 

Ilma (2018) who investigated the motivation of the students of Law Faculty within 

Sriwijaya University in studying English. Ilma (2018) reported that the students’ 

mean score for motivation was 106.90 and the standard deviation was 9.602. It means 

that Sriwijaya University's fourth semester Law Faculty students were highly 

motivated to learn English. Another study that was conducted by Budiharto & Amalia 

(2019) who also investigated the motivation of non-English Faculty students within 

Madura University in studying English came up with a conclusion that to the 
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obtained data, despite being Non-English major students, the students were highly 

motivated in learning English. Moreover, they also had a very strong desire to learn 

English as a foreign language. 

In this present study, the writer had a great interest to conduct a study focusing 

on the seventh semester students’ motivation of Informatics Engineering in Sriwijaya 

University in studying English which is a 2 credit-hours compulsory subject.  It was 

assumed that the students may have different motivations and in this present study, 

the focus was on the instrumental and integrative motivations.  Therefore, the writer 

decided to conducts a study with title “English Learning Motivation of the 7th 

Semester Informatics Engineering Students of Sriwijaya University”. 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

The problem of the study was formulated in the following research question: 

“What were the motivation of the undergraduate Informatics Engineering students 

of Sriwijaya University in studying English?” 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

Based on the research question, this study was aimed: “To investigate what 

were the motivation of the undergraduate Informatics Engineering students of 

Sriwijaya University in studying English.” 

1.4 The Significant of the Study 

This study's findings are expected to benefit teachers/lecturers, students, and 

other researchers, and the writer by providing useful information about the 

seventh semester informatics engineering of Sriwijaya University students’ 

motivation. The writer believes that the study will provide teachers with new 

insights of students' motivation. With this insight, lecturers can work on 

improving the types of motivation that motivate students to learn English and 

enhance their English language skills. The conduct of this study is also expected 

to be the reference for the other researches who may be interested to conduct a 
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similar investigation in order to seek for insightful information about students’ 

motivation in learning English. Finally, the writer also hopes that this study is 

intended to encourage the writer himself to positively contribute to the 

improvement of EFL teaching and learning in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



25 
 

References: 

Asher, R. E., & Simpson, J. M. Y. (1994). The Encyclopedia of Language and 

Linguistics. Amsterdam University Press. 

Beaubouef, T. (2003). Why computer science students need language. ACM SIGCSE 

Bulletin, 35(4), 51–54. https://doi.org/10.1145/960492.960525 

Braine, G. (2005). Teaching English to the World: History, Curriculum, and Practice 

(1st ed.). Routledge. 

Brown, D. H. (1987). Principles of Language Learning and Teaching (2nd ed.). 

Prentice Hall. 

Chairat, P. (2015). Attitudes and Motivation of Non-English Major Students towards 

Learning English as a Foreign Language: A Case Study. American Journal 

Experts, 1(1). 

Choorsi, C., & Intharaksa, U. (2011). The relationship between motivation and 

students’ English learning achievement: a study of the second – year 

vocational certificate level hatyai technical college students. 

Collins, H. (2021). TEFL. In Collins Dictionary. Harper Collins Publisher. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tefl 

Cook, V. (2008). Second Language Learning and Language Teaching (4th ed.). 

Hodder Education Publishers. 

Dörnyei, Z., Csizér, K., & Németh, N. (2006). Motivation, Language Attitudes and 

Globalisation. Channel View Publications. 

Dörnyei, Z. (1998). Motivation in second and foreign language learning. Language 

Teaching, 31(3), 117–135. https://doi.org/10.1017/s026144480001315x 



26 
 

. 

Ethnologue. (2008). Languages of the world. https://www.ethnology.com/about  

Fraenkel, J. R., & Wallen, N. E. (1993). How to design and evaluate research in 

education (2nd ed.). McGraw Hill. 

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to design and evaluate 

research in education (8th ed). McGraw-Hill. 

Gardner, R. C. (1985). Social Psychology and Second Language Learning. E. Arnold. 

Gardner, R. C., & Lambert, W. E. (1972). Attitudes and motivation in second 

language learning. Newbury House. 

Hanyeq, Suhatmady, & Syamdianita. (2018). Students' instrumental and integrative 

motivation in learning Emglish. 68(1). 120 

Harmer, J. (2021). How to Teach English New Edition Book for Pack (2nd ed.). 

Pearson Longman. 

Hudson, G. (1999). Essential Introductory Linguistics (1st ed.). Wiley-Blackwell. 

Ilma, R. (2018). The Correlation between English Learners’ Motivation and Their 

English Proficiency. English Community Journal, 2(1), 130. 

https://doi.org/10.32502/ecj.v2i1.1002 

Kissau, S. (2006) Gender Differences in Second Language Motivation: An 

Investigation of Micro-and Macro-Level Influences. Canadian Journal of 

Applied Linguistics, 9, 73-96. 

Lauder, A. (2008). The Status and Function of English in Indonesia: A Review of 

Key Factors. Makara Human Behavior Studies in Asia, 12(1), 9. 

https://doi.org/10.7454/mssh.v12i1.128 



27 
 

Lokie, J., M. (2011). Examining student achievement and motivation using internet-

based inquiry in the classroom. Open Access Theses and Dissertations from 

the College of Education and Human Sciences. Paper 102. Edward Arnold. 

Masgoret, A. M., & Gardner, R. C. (2003). Attitudes, Motivation, and Second 

Language Learning: A Meta-Analysis of Studies Conducted by Gardner and 

Associates. Language Learning, 53(1), 123–163. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9922.00212 

 Munat, J. (2013). English as a vehicular language: A case of globalization or 

linguisticimperialis. 

(www.stm.unipi.it/programmasocrates/.../language2/11_Munat.pdf). 

Nishanthi, R. (2018). The Importance of Learning English in Today World. 

International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development, 

Volume-3(Issue-1), 871–874. https://doi.org/10.31142/ijtsrd19061 

Nasution, S. (1995). Sejarah pendidikan Indonesia. BumiAksara. 

Ortega, L. (2009). Understanding Second Language Acquisition. Hodder Education. 

Oxford, R. L. (1999). Language Learning Motivation: Pathways to the New Century 

(Technical Report) (Illustrated ed.). National Foreign Language Resource 

Center. 

Oxford, R., & Shearin, J. (1994). Language Learning Motivation: Expanding the 

Theoretical Framework. The Modern Language Journal, 78(1), 12–28. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1994.tb02011.x 

Qashoa, S., H. (2006). Motivation among learners of English in the secondary 

schools in the eastern coast of the UEA.  



28 
 

Rahmawati, E. (2016). Getting EFL Learners to Speak: Obstacles and Solutions. 

Loquen: English Studies Journal, 10(01), 21. 

https://doi.org/10.32678/loquen.v10i01.27 

Ryan, R. M., & Deci, E. L. (2000). Self-determination theory and the facilitation of 

intrinsic motivation, social development, and well-being. American 

Psychologist, 55(1), 68–78. https://doi.org/10.1037/0003-066x.55.1.68 

Sadtono, E. (1997). ELT development in Indonesia. 9789794953785 

Septiani, E., Petrus, I., & Mirizon, S. (2021). The Correlations Among Teachers’ 

Competences, Students’ Learning Motivation, and Students’ English 

Proficiency. Eralingua: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Asing Dan Sastra, 5(1), 

143. https://doi.org/10.26858/eralingua.v5i1.14316 

Tanghe, S., & Lee, A. S. J. (2018). TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) 

Certificates. The TESOL Encyclopedia of English Language Teaching, 1–7. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118784235.eelt0271 

Thorkildsen, T. A., & White-McNulty, L. (2002). Developing conceptions of fair 

contest procedures and the understanding of skill and luck. Journal of 

Educational Psychology, 94(2), 316–326. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-

0663.94.2.316 

Tileston, W. D. E. (2010). What Every Teacher Should Know About Student 

Motivation (Second ed.). Corwin. 



29 
 

Vaezi, Z. (2008). Language learning motivation among Iranian undergraduate 

students. World Applied Sciences Journal, 5, 54-61. 

Yusuf, Y. Q., Nailufar, Y., Harun, R. N. S. R., & Usman, B. (2020). University 

Students’ Motivation in Learning Arabic and English as Foreign Languages in 

Aceh. Langkawi: Journal of The Association for Arabic and English, 6(2), 87. 

https://doi.org/10.31332/lkw.v0i0.1981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


