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THE PERCEPTION OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMK
HANDAYANI UTAMA MUARA ENIM ON THE APPLICATION
OF PROJECT BASED LEARNING THROUGH COMIC

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to determine Eleventh Grade Students’
perception of SMK Handayani Utama Muara Enim on the application of project based
learning through comic. Project-Based Learning is a learning model that requires students
to be independent so that, they can design and structure their assignments. Comic which is
one of the learning media of PBL, Comics are sequences of images that are arranged
according to the purpose and philosophy of their manufacture so that the message of the
story is convey, comics tend to be given the necessary lettering as needed. The
questionnaire and interview were used to collect the data. The sample consisted of sixty
students who were chosen from two classes of the eleventh grade students of SMK
Handayani Utama Muara Enim who had been distributed the questionnaire and six
students from the eleventh grade students of SMK Handayani Utama Muara Enim as the
interview participants. There were fifty students had positive perceptions, meanwhile ten
students had neutral perceptions, none of the participants had negative perception about
the application of project based learning through comic. The results of study, the writer
determined from all responses in questionnaire and interview results that most of students
had positive perception. In brief, the students had the same perceptions on the application

of project based learning through comic were able to improve their reading skills.
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CHAPTERII
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents: (1) background of the study, (2) problem of the study,
(3) Obijective of the study, and (4) significance of the study.

1.1 Background of the Study

English is not only used as means human communication but also as subject
learned at the school in Indonesia. The goal of teaching English is to prepare the
students for their future. The students are expected to be able to develop the four
language skills that include listening, speaking, writing and reading.

Reading is also a simple activity and the activity that is actively receptive
language. Mastering reading in English becomes very important, because many
books are written in English such as academic books, magazine, and newspapers.
Reading becomes essential because it can increase our knowledge, through reading
we can get a lot of information, enjoyment, and problem solution. According to
Sutarsyah (2015, p.9), Reading is actually a cognitive process where a reader
engages in the mental process of knowing, learning, and understanding”. Reading
can easily be define as the process in which person receives and interpret the
messages from printed materials. Reading is the process of how information is
processed from the texts into meanings. Starting from the information from the texts
and ending with what the reader gains.

Teacher becomes students’ facilitators and instructors, giving support and
guidance for students and also teacher learning to reading together with students.
The students are active participants in the learning process. There some teaching
methods used in SCL: Small Group Discussion (SGD), Role-Play and Simulation,
Discovery Learning, Self-Directed Learning, Cooperative Learning, Contextual
Learning (CL), and Project Based Learning (PBL) (Diem & Lestari, 2016).

Project based learning is also known as a teaching method that focuses on
students. Bell claims that (2010, p.39) “Project based learning is a student driven,
teacher facilitated approach to learning”. Coufalova (as cited in Kalabzova, 2015,
p.6), enforced the motto “learning by doing”. In PBL students learn by doing, in
which they do something in learning. They are not just learning from teacher’s

explanation, they also do some activities in learning. This is the students work on



the project, instead of lecturing. “PBL presumed realization on project work”
Kalabzové (2015, p.6). According to Kalabzova (2015, p.7), PBL provides contacts
with reality and can apply the knowledge they have learnt theoretically and the
students can try to solve practical problems. Students are challenged to do
something in learning.

In English reading in SMK Handayani Utama Muara Enim, some courses
use Project based learning in teaching and learning. One of them is comics since it
can encourage students to read and is attractive to the majority of students.
According to Gerlach and Elly (1980, p.245), While selecting appropriate media,
the teacher must analyze the characteristics of the pupils that are directly related to
the learning process, such as verbal capacity, visual and aural perception skills.
The organization of groups, the time allotted, and the location where the media
will be used are all factors to consider when purchasing media, all of which are
derived from our instructional system model.

In this study, the writer needs such kind of the effectiveness comic media
in students learning. If the method is worked then this research are good and
compatible with student’s ability. More learning, more new thing you get. Comics
are media can improve reading achievement, because comics are similar to other
forms of reading. Krashens' work contains citations about comic book reading
experiences; Haugaard (1973, p.90) describes her comic book reading experiences. " As
the mother of three boys who, one after the other, were notoriously uninspired to read
and had to be persuaded, coaxed, and frightened into doing so, I commend comic books
for being a conduit, if not a contributor, to culture. My oldest son read a comic book for
the first time because he wanted to.

Collier’s Encyclopedia in Royanti (2007, p.12) describes comic as “term
applied to a series or sequence of closely related highly stimulating drawing which
differs from the ordinary cartoon in that they are not necessarily, but some artist
make some of them serious, mysterious, and adventurous” Some types of comics
include war crime, true stories, and biography, as well as jungle adventure, animal

cartoons, fun and humor, love, interest, and retold classics.



Meanwhile, based on English Proficiency Index (EPI) 2018, Indonesia was at a
low level and ranks 51th out of 88 countries in the world for mastering English skills with
a decrease in score to 51,58 from 52,14 in 2017. This score places Indonesia in 13th
position out of 21 countries in Asia with the score of 53,94. Within South Sumatera
Province itself, the citizens’ English literacy performance is still problematic and English
achievement of senior high school students in there is still low, that is 58,51 (Diem &
Lestari, 2016).

These studies show that students' impressions of Project Based Learning (PBL) as
a learning tool do not match the designers' goals. These studies, on the other hand, look
at students' impressions on a more general level, rather than at the level of the PBL
environment's essential variables. Furthermore, while these studies discuss the
importance of students' prior experiences with teaching and learning in shaping their
perceptions, there is little evidence of the impact of the educational context in which the
PBL environment is situated, or whether students' prior experiences with PBL have an
impact. Finally, the majority of research has been done in the field of medical education.
In other fields, there is no comparable research on students’ perceptions.

Project Based Learning is a solution to problems because this learning model is
student centered, emphasizes the context of problems related to the real world, helps
students build their own knowledge, helps build attitude skills (Affective) and student
skills (Psychomotor), and reduces student burden. in memorizing material. According to
Saefuddin & Ika Berdiati (2014, p.8) Project-based learning is a teaching style that starts
with a problem as the starting point for gathering and integrating new information based
on factual experience.

From another point of view, the teacher then handed out the comics to the
students to read, instructing them to do so two or three times. After that, students might
search the text for language that they don't understand. According to Krashen (2003,
p.60), comics that will be used as learning medium should be something that students are

already familiar with, or at the very least the visual should be attractive enough.



Based on the reasons above, the writer is interested to do a research related to the
problem. In this case, the writer will choose SMK Handayani Utama Muara Enim's
Eleventh Grade Students. The writer will conduct this research entitled “The Perception
of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMK Handayani Utama Muara Enim on the

Application of Project Based Learning through Comic”.

1.2 Problem of the Study
The problem of the study is formulated in the following question “what does
Eleventh Grade Students of SMK Handayani Utama Muara Enim perceive on the

application of project based learning through comic?”

1.3 Objective of the Study
This study is aimed to find out Eleventh Grade Students’ perception of SMK
Handayani Utama Muara Enim on the application of project based learning through

comic.

1.4  The Significance of the Study
It is expected that this study can be useful and give contribution for:

1. For the teachers, this study's findings are likely to benefit teachers, students,
writers, and others by providing useful information on reading. The author
expects that by creating a comic, it would be able to provide teachers with
accurate information about the results as well as information about students'
perceptions of project-based learning.

2. For the students, the writer thinks that this study will increase their desire to learn
to read as well as their awareness of reading achievement. The author also
expects that other researchers will be able to use this study to expand their future
research on these traits, and this study will be expanded depending on more
studies and research.

3. For the future researcher, it is expected can gain more knowledge about education.
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