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ABSTRACT 

 

The objectives of this study were to find out the validity, practicality, and 

potential effect of the developed Palembang-local-culture narrative reading 

materials about Palembang food. This study was designed as research and 

development involving three phases including analysis, design, and evaluation 

and revision phases. The formative evaluation was done through one-to-one 

evaluation, small group evaluation, and field trial. The subjects of this study were 

eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang. The validity was done in 

expert review. The validity score of the developed product was 3,20 which was 

categorized as high validity level. The practicality was conducted in one-to-one 

and small group evaluation. The practicality of one-to-one evaluation was 3,6 

which was at very high practical level and the practicality in small group 

evaluation was 3,7 which was at very high practical level. The result in field trial 

was categorized as effective. It showed that there were 18 students (78,26%) out 

of 23 students in field trial reached the MMC (Minimum Mastery Criterion) 

which was 75 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents (1) background, (2) problems of the study, (3) the 

objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study. 

1.1 Background 

As stated in national curriculum, the objective of teaching English is to 

achieve communicative competence. According to Tarvin (2014), this competence is 

defined as the ability to use the language and to communicate in culturally-

appropriate manner in order to create meaning through the interaction. Some experts 

like Bachman (1990), Canale (1983), Canale and Swain (1980), Celce-Murcia, 

Dornyei and Thurrel (1995), Hymes (1967, 1972), and Littlewood (2011) propose 

several models of communicate competence. One of the popular models is described 

by Celce-Murcia, Dornyei, and Thurrell (1995) in which communicative competence 

is composed by five competences, namely discourse, linguistic, actional, strategic, 

and sociocultural competences. They further explain that in order to communicate 

accurately, students have to concern with the knowledge of arrangement and structure 

of words, phrases, and sentences, ability to harmonize actional intent with linguistic 

form, knowledge of communication strategy, and awareness to appropriately convey 

massage in the context of sociocultural. 

English has four skills. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing. In 

order to achieve communicative competence, EFL learners are required to have a 

good reading comprehension. Seeing the fact that reading is a necessity, reading 

interest should be invested in students‟ mind as early as possible and the ability of 

comprehension must be improved.  

In reading, there are several types of text, one of the them is narrative text. 

Narrative text is a text which contains an interesting story (fiction/non-

fiction/tales/folktales/fables/myths/epic/legend) and its plot consists of climax of the 
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story (complication) then followed by the resolution. The purpose of narrative text is 

to amuse and entertain the readers.  

Language and culture cannot be separated. They are interconnected. Culture is 

the basis of communication since the meaning conveyed in language used depends on 

society where they live, and the communication is delivered through language (Rajabi 

& Ketabi, 2006, as cited in Shahed, 2013). Culture rules, promotes, or even obstructs 

the communication. The knowledge of culture will later determine language forms in 

different conditions and circumstances. It is not surprising that Zu and Kong (2009) 

declare the unfeasibility of foreign language acquisition with the absence of cultural 

understanding. In other words, teaching language is never been done without the 

elements of its culture. 

The number of local culture materials is still inadequate. Dehbozorgi, et al 

(2014) discovered the emphasis on target than source or local culture by analyzing 

three different textbooks. There was a mismatch between the content and students‟ 

interest so that cultural content becomes another concern. Related to these 

phenomena, teacher can either adapt or develop local culture reading materials to 

improve students‟ comprehension. The concerns of either adapting or developing 

reading materials rely on the topics and format. 

The culturally localized reading material is beneficial for students, mostly for 

beginner students. Local culture is preferred by students, and it directs to employment 

of local culture as the theme of reading materials (Rattanaphumma, 2006). Moreover, 

a study by Erten and Razi (2009) revealed that local culture which is familiar to 

students is more comprehensible. In line with this idea, Wulandari, et al (2018) 

discovered that incorporating local culture into reading can improve students' reading 

comprehension. In short, the familiarity of the content of reading materials leads to 

enjoyment and comprehension due to schemata theory. In short, the familiarity of the 

content of reading materials leads to enjoyment and comprehension due to schemata 

theory. 
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One of the local cultures that can be developed as a narrative text is food. 

Indonesia is well-known for its culture. It has different traditional cuisines from 

different cities. The examples of traditional cuisines are rendang, pempek, sate, 

gudeg, etc. As one of the cities that has its unique and delicious cuisines, Palembang 

people need to learn English in order to promote its local culture. It also becomes one 

of the reasons why they need to have good competency of English both in spoken and 

written. 

This study aims at developing English reading materials for the eleven grade 

students. This study focuses on the development at a set of teaching reading materials 

about narrative text for the tenth graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang. 

Developing reading materials related to students‟ need is important. “Materials in the 

teaching-learning process are considered as the heart of it.” (Rhahima, et al 2021). In 

line with this idea, Simarmata (2016) stated that teachers, materials writers, and even 

producers are now trying to create attractive materials because they think that 

attractive materials will bring about great success in EFL teaching. So, it is important 

to develop the appropriate learning materials with the students‟ needs. 

 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

1. Was the developed reading material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative 

text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang valid? 

2. Was the developed reading material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative 

text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang practical? 

3. Did the developed reading material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative text 

for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang have potential effect? 
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1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problems of the study above, the objectives of this study were to 

find out: 

1. The validity value of the developed reading materials with Palembang-local-

culture in narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang. 

2. The practicality value of the developed reading materials with Palembang-local-

culture in narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang. 

3. The potential effect(s) of the developed reading materials with Palembang-local-

culture in narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang. 

 

1.4 The Significance of the Study 

The results of this study are hoped to be useful for the teachers, students, 

writer and other researchers. First, the results of this study are expected to provide the 

teachers of English at SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang with local culture materials to 

teach narrative reading text. Second, these results also provide reading materials for 

the tenth graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang that can help them to develop 

their reading comprehension. Third, this result can develop the writer‟s English 

ability and enlarge her knowledge. Forth, it is hoped that the results of this study can 

be used as a reference to support future relevant studies done by other researchers. 
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