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Predation of an Enggano Flying Lizard (Draco modiglianii
Vinciguerra, 1892) (Squamata: Agamidae) by a Collared
Kingfisher (Todiramphus chloris) on Enggano Island, Indonesia

Muhammad Igbal', Adi Kuswanto?, Kurratul Aini*>, Arum Setiawan*, and Indra Yustian*

Enggano is a small island (area = 39,587 ha) located
ca. 100 km southwest off the coast of Sumatra in the
Indian Ocean. Politically, it is part of Bengkulu Utara
District, Bengkulu Province, Indonesia (Regen, 2011;
Maryanto et al., 2017). Although the island is relatively
close to Sumatra, it is thought that it island has never
had a land connection to the mainland of Sumatra
(Whitten et al., 2000). There are ten reptiles reported
to occur on Enggano, including the geckos Cnemaspis
modiglianii (as Gonatodes kandianus), Cyrtodactylus
marmoratus (as Gymnodactylus marmoratus), Gehyra
mutilata, Lepidodactylus lugubris (as L. ceylonensis),
and Gekko kuhli (as Ptychozoon homalocephalum), the
Enggano Flying Lizard Draco modiglianii, the Common
Water Monitor Varanus salvator, the skinks Eutropis
multifasciata (as Mabuia multifasciata) and Lipinia
relicta (as Lygosoma relictum), and the Amboina Box
Turtle Cuora amboinensis (as Cyclemys amboinensis)
(Roij, 1915; Das, 2015; Iskandar et al., 2017).

Draco modiglianii is endemic to Enggano and the
only species of flying lizard known to occur there (Roij,
1915; Lawalata, 2011). This species shares two primary
similarities with species in the D. lineatus group, namely,
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its small body size (D. modigliani is one of the smallest
Draco species, with males reaching a maximum snout—
vent length of only 67 mm) and the lack of enlarged
scales on the distal terminus of the dewlap (Roij, 1915;
McGuire et al., 2007).

During a field survey on 2 March 2020 at 14.50 h, we
observed a Collared Kingfisher (ZTodiramphus chloris)
with lizard prey in its bill (Fig. 1) in a garden bordering
a forest in Banjar Sari Village, Enggano Subdistrict,
Bengkulu Utara District, Bengkulu Province, Indonesia
(0.7017°S, 89.3883°E). The bird sat with the prey held
in its bill for about 2 min before flying off with the prey
item. Todiramphus chloris is one of the most distinct and
the largest of the three kingfisher species (Alcedinidae)
present on Enggano. It is identified by blue plumage
above and underparts of the body white (Fig. 1), and
a typical loud and harsh “kee-kee-kee” call repeated
several times. It shares the island with Alcedo atthis and
A. meninting (Holmes, 1994). The prey was identified as
D. modiglianii, the only flying lizard species occurring
on Enggano, by its overall small to medium size and slim
body, and the presence of a tail twice the length of SVL
(estimated SVL =60 mm, estimated tail length =120 mm;
Roij, 1915; Lawalata, 2011). The estimation of SVL and
tail length of D. modiglianii is based on the proportional
of length of T chloris. Lengths of T. chloris have been
reported around 230-250 mm (Fry et al., 1999).

Todiramphus chloris has been reported feed on a
variety of prey, including small crabs, shrimps, fishes
(particularly mudskippers), cicadas, beetles, carpenter
bees, wasps, grasshoppers, earthworms, snails, land
crabs, spiders, frogs, snakes, mice, and small bird eggs
(Fry et al., 1999). Additionally, 7. chloris has been
reported to feed on lizards from the families Agamidae,
Gekkonidae, and Scincidae, as well as snakes up to 110
mm total length (Wells, 1988; Fry et al., 1999; Woodall,
2001). As Enggano is a small and remote island
rarely visited by herpetologists and other researchers,
information on its herpetofauna is severely lacking.
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Figure 1. Predation of an Enggano Flying Lizard (Draco modiglianii) by a Collared Kingfisher (Todiramphus chloris) near Banjar

Sari Village, Enggano Island, Indonesia. Photo by Muhammad Igbal.

Our observation on the predation of D. modiglianii
by T chloris likely constitutes the first record of this
interaction. Iskandar and Erdelen (2006) stated that
habitat destruction and the resulting fragmentation of
populations are the most significant factor affecting the
indigenous reptile species of Indonesia, including poorly
known lizard species such as D. modiglianii. Further
research investigating the impacts of predation by larger
animals and habitat destruction on D. modiglianii is
needed in order to better understand population trends
and the global status of this endemic flying lizard species.
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Ma litors, with suitable specializations, in an attempt to make publication in HN fast,
stri slieve that HN is best placed to serve in the publication of natural history notes,
ran ons relevant to the field of herpetology, which might otherwise remain
Unpuwunsiiey, miuuen nnaiyer papers, ul relegated to the "grey” literature (such as governmental reports or society
newsletters). HN is global in scope, and we welcome contributions from anyone interested in herpetology.
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moreletii Duméril & Bibron, 1851 (Crocodilia: Crocodylidae) 55-62
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Thamnodynastes almae Franco and Ferreira, 2002, 15-20
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Sandro Paulino de Faria, Felipe Camurugi, Julio Cesar Moura-
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Nerodia taxispilota (Holbrook 1838) and a review of
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Natural history note of the endangered psammophilous lizard 27-30
Eurolophosaurus amathites (Squamata: Tropiduridae) from
Caatinga domain, Brazil
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dos Santos Carvalho, Eduardo José dos Reis Dias
New anomaly records in anurans, with a review for Brazil PDF
Franciele Cristina Souza, André Luiz Ferreira da Silva, Camila 31-41
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Oliveira Lisboa, Marcelo Menin
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First record of putative necrophilia in Huanren brown frogs 43-44
(Anura: Ranidae: Rana huanrenensis)
Johanna Ambu, Amaél Borzée
PDF
Predation of a live duckling (Anas platyrhynchos) 45-48

by Trachemys scripta: concerns for native avifauna in the
non-native range of this widely established turtle?
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Predation of an Enggano Flying Lizard (Draco modiglianii 49-51
Vinciguerra, 1892) (Squamata: Agamidae) by a Collared
Kingfisher (Todiramphus chloris) on Enggano Island,
Indonesia
Muhammad Igbal, Adi Kuswanto, Kurratul Aini, Arum Setiawan,
Indra Yustian
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An observation on clutch size and embryo color types of 53-54
Psammodynastes pulverulentus (Boie, 1827) (Squamata:
Colubridae) in Taiwan
Chun-Kai Yang
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Notes on the herpetofauna of Kunduz Province, north-eastern 63-66
Afghanistan
Daniel Jablonski, Sjoerd van Bemmel, Rafagat Masroor
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Lygodactylus klugei (Smith et al., 1977) as a fruit eater on the 67-71
cactus Cereus jamacaru DC. subsp. jamacaru in the Caatinga
of northeastern Brazil (Squamata: Gekkonidae)
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First report of a leucistic Common Adder, Vipera berus 73-76
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Short-term movements of Boiga nigriceps (Giinther, 1863), 83-89
with notes on its diet (Squamata: Colubridae)
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Batrachophagy in Boana semilineata (Spix, 1824) (Anura: REMOTE PDF
Hylidae) 95-97
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PDF
First record of Sibon dimidiatus (Giinther, 1872) for the 99-102

department of La Paz, south-western Honduras (Squamata:
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