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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of the background of the study, problems of the 

study, the objectives of the study, focus of the study, significance and the 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The importance of writing in today's world is undeniable, and the place 

and role of writing as an effective means of communication is clear to all scholars. 

Writing in any language is an important way to express thoughts and ideas. 

However, writing in a second language is still considered challenging for most 

language learners. As students embark on postgraduate careers in English-related 

fields, there is a growing need for academic work to enhance these skills. The 

above needs become more apparent. Therefore, learning to write properly must go 

through a different process. 

For some people, writing is not an easy thing. On the other hand, some 

people argue that writing is something that is easy and very fun. Writing has a 

close relationship with students. Writing skills in the daily academic activities of a 

student are almost always needed,  such as paper assignments given by the 

lecturer. In addition to writing papers, there are still many writing activities that 

must be carried out in the academic path of a student. One of them is writing a 

thesis, which must be completed through writing activities. In a broader sense, it 

is needed as a tool for academic publications and conveys the thoughts and ideas 

of students when they are in college or when they are involved in the world of 

society. Writing is needed as a way to communicate students' thoughts and ideas. 

Without the ability to write, students become stagnant, static and unable to 

express their thoughts. 

In writing, both lecturers and students need more attention because writing 

is a complex skill. Students should not only express ideas, but also concepts, 

feelings and desires. Writing skills take a lot of time and incentive practice
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(Kriswibowo, et al., 2016).  In this regard, the intensity and habit of reading have 

a very big influence and role in making writing both difficult and easy. Scientific 

article writing should not be arbitrary, it must be written according to generally 

accepted rules or writing rules. 

Academic articles are works published in journals or books and are a 

collection of  academically written papers in accordance with established 

academic practices (Suyitno, 2011). Based on this opinion, there are differences 

between articles and other academicworks, one of which is systematic writing. 

The systematics of writing abstract academic articles according to Suyitno (2011) 

include: 1) article title, 2) author's name, 3) abstract and keywords, 4) 

introduction, 5) research method, 6) results research, 7) discussion, 8) conclusions 

and suggestions, and 9) references. Not only are there differences, articles have 

similarities with other academic writings, namely in terms of language use. The 

language used in the article is explained by Fatoni, et al., (2019) must be 

standardized, especially in articles published on the government's official website. 

In the English Language Education Study Program At Sriwijaya 

University, students take various courses related to writing including Paragraph 

Writing, Essay Writing, Creative Writing, up to now what is being pursued is 

Article Writing. In Paragraph Writing, students are taught to write from the basics 

such as making correct paragraphs then level to Essay Writing where after 

students can make paragraphs with the next paragraph which is developed into an 

essay. Not only that, students learn to write creatively at the Creative Writing 

level which is not only writing but students must think critically about a topic to 

be written. 

But even so, many students still found it difficult to write and consider 

writing articles as something that is very difficult for students. This can be seen 

from the number of students who plagiarize the work that has been published 

(Heriyudanta, 2021). Publications that should be read, reviewed, developed, but 

are actually plagiarized without feeling guilty about reading them. Based on the 

description above, researcher are interested in seeing the abilities and challenges 
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faced by English Language Education Students at Sriwijaya University in writing 

articles for journal publications.  

1.2 Problems of the Study 

The problems of the study are formulated in the following questions-: 

a. How is the ability of English Language Education students at Sriwijaya 

University in writing articles to be published in a journal? 

b. What difficulties do Sriwijaya University English Education students 

experience in writing articles for journal publications? 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

Based on the research problems above, the objectives of this research can 

be formulated as follows: 

a. To analyze the ability of English Education students in writing articles for 

journal publications. 

b. To identify the difficulties experienced by English Education Students of 

Sriwijaya University in writing articles for journal publications. 

1.4 Focus of the Study- 

The focus of this research is on the ability of Sriwijaya University English 

Education students in writing articles for journal publications. This study aims to 

determine the ability of Sriwijaya University English Education students in 

writing articles for journal publications and identify the difficulties experienced 

by Sriwijaya University English Education students in writing articles for journal 

publications. 

1.5 Significance of the Study  

The results of this study are expected to provide benefits for students, 

especially students of Sriwijaya University English Education and lecturers. For 

students, the results of this study are expected to provide more information to 

students about writing articles. They will get an idea of what and how to write 

articles for journal publications. 
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For lecturers, this research is expected to provide information to lecturers 

about the ability of Sriwijaya University English Education students in writing 

articles so that lecturers can measure what kind of learning system is suitable for 

Sriwijaya University English Education students. And also, to find out the 

difficulties made by students in writing articles for journal publications. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Article Writing: Written academic articles contain systematic reports of 

research results or research results, these reports are submitted to certain academic 

communities, which are special audiences, with the aim of disseminating research 

results and contributions of research authors. 

Journal Publication: The publication system is based on peer review to 

achieve the highest level of objectivity possible. Journal publications serve as a 

means of academic communication between researchers, dissemination of 

research results, development of academic culture in universities, as a form of 

information exchange to generate new ideas for science and technology. 
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