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 STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION OF THE DISCOVERY LEARNING MODEL 

IMPLEMENTATION IN ESSAY WRITING AT THIRD SEMESTER 

STUDENTS’ SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

The purpose of this study is to know about students' perceptions of the 

implementation of the discovery learning model in essay writing during their third 

semester at Sriwijaya University's English study program. The research was carried 

out at Sriwijaya University. This research used descriptive quantitative research. 

The sample for this research was 21 students who had completed the essay writing 

course. The data collection technique used in this research was a questionnaire with 

six indicators through the Google Forms application. Therefore, the results of this 

study showed that the majority of students who wrote an essay at the English 

Department had a very positive or very good perception of the implementation of 

discovery learning. Also, it was found that of the six learning steps of the discovery 

learning model, the data collection step was the most useful. It can be illustrated 

that the discovery learning model supports aspects of students' technological tools 

in the steps of collecting data to make the introduction to the essay section. 

Meanwhile, from the six steps of the discovery model, the step that is the least 

effective for students to use is generalization. This can affect the opening paragraph 

of their essay if students are not confident with the data they have collected. In 

addition, future researchers can conduct research on different sections of an essay; 

for example, they can examine the body and conclusion sections. 

 

Keywords: Students’ Perception, Discovery Learning, Essay 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents; (1) the background of the study, (2) problems of the 

study, (3) objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study. 

 

1.1. Background of the Study 

 

 Education is a learning process and the process of transferring knowledge, 

skills, and norms to a group of people. Ki Hajar Dewantara, also known as the 

Father of Indonesian National Education, expressed his opinion regarding the 

meaning of education, namely the demands for the growth of children, and students 

themselves, so that they, as humans and as members of society, can achieve safety 

and can achieve the highest happiness. Education is an attempt to move students' 

minds and bodies away from their basic human nature and toward a better society. 

One can give children instructions or guidance on how to sit more properly, be quiet 

so as not to bother others, know what a clean body looks like, wear neat clothes, 

respect older people and love the young, and also take care of one another as 

examples. These are a few illustrations of the instructional process that humanizes 

people. (Sujana, 2019). There must be a learning model in the realm of education. 

 A technique or layout created for use as a guide in teaching and learning is 

known as a learning model. Along with the times, various learning models continue 

to be developed by experts. There are learning models that are universal and specific 

that can be used for multiple learning purposes. Joyce & Weil in Rosyidi (2018) 

state that A learning model is a plan or pattern that can be used to create a 

curriculum (long-term learning plan), design learning materials, and direct 

classroom or other learning. The use of this learning model necessitates the use of 

additional approaches such as questions and answers and lectures. (Darmawan, 

2018). The learning model's function is to serve as a guidance in the design of 

learning implementation. The learning model's function is often referred to as a 

guide for teacher designers and teachers when carrying out learning. As a result, the 
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nature of the subject to be studied, the learning objectives (competencies), and the 

degree of students' abilities all have a considerable influence on model selection. 

The Discovery learning model is one of numerous learning models developed in 

Indonesia that are employed in the realm of education.  

The discovery learning model is a learning model that promotes student-led 

active discovery. Bruner (1960), who pioneered the discovery learning method in 

the 1960s, defined it as "learning that occurs when the student is not given the 

subject matter in its final form, but rather is asked to organize it himself." According 

to Kemendikbud (2013), the discovery learning technique consists of six steps: 

producing stimulation, identifying issue statements, collecting data, analyzing data, 

confirming data, and creating a conclusion or generalization. Discovery learning is 

a learning model in which students are asked to make observations, experiments, or 

scientific actions in order to reach a conclusion based on the outcomes of the 

scientific action. (Saifuddin, 2018). This learning model occurs when students can 

classify various information, conduct investigations, solve problems, and produce 

findings independently. The teacher does not actively communicate the content to 

the students in this manner. The teacher's role is limited to posing a series of 

questions about the content. Furthermore, it is the students' responsibility to find, 

examine, and conclude their results as capital to answer teacher inquiries. 

According to Daryanto and Karim (2017), discovery learning is a learning paradigm 

implemented by teachers that involves organizing the learning process in such a 

way that students acquire knowledge that was previously unknown and not given 

in advance, but that students discover on their own. Lecturers serve as mentors by 

giving students opportunity to actively learn. The teaching materials are not 

supplied in their completed form, but students are asked to complete a series of 

exercises ranging from obtaining information to drawing conclusions from the 

presented content. (Agusti, 2015). 

Through the Discovery Learning series of learning, Students can 

independently study and find knowledge, beginning with formulating, processing, 

and evaluating that knowledge. (Handajani, 2020). The discovery learning 

paradigm, as defined by Cintia et al. (2018), encourages students to identify what 
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they want to know by looking for relevant information on their own and organizing 

what they already know and understand into a final form. The discovery learning 

model, according to Laboran et al. (2018), is a method that allows students to be 

directly involved in teaching and learning activities so that they can use their mental 

processes to locate the concept or theory being studied. Furthermore, the discovery 

learning model is a learning approach that involves students in their learning 

activities. (Rahmadhani et al. 2020). As a result, the use of discovery learning in 

the classroom has been concluded to: give students the chance to actively 

participate in the learning process; improve students' critical thinking patterns; train 

students to think systematically and scientifically about solving a problem related 

to the material; and improve students' understanding of the material being taught. 

(Fahmi et al. 2019). This learning model would be suitable for subjects that require 

students to create scientific work. In this case, subjects that produce works, such as 

writing skills. Writing skills are one of the most complex and challenging fields. 

Several Indonesian academics have researched the application of the discovery 

learning model to enhance writing abilities, including Fitri et al. (2018), who 

claimed that adopting the discovery learning model gives students the chance to 

develop their thinking in accordance with their capacities. Students are also 

encouraged to conduct research and gather materials for the learning process. 

Discovery plays a crucial role in the teaching of English as a second language, 

according to Anggraini (2020), who also discusses discovery learning strategies for 

writing skills. Essay is one of the writing abilities. 

According to the Big Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI), an essay is a prose 

piece that discusses a problem in passing from the author's personal point of view. 

An essay is a written essay that contains more than one paragraph. This type of 

writing involves the author's opinion or view of a particular issue that is 

subjective and argumentative (Wijayanti, 2012). Although essay writing is a 

challenging ability for students to master, researchers (Zee & Wilson, 2018) have 

proposed that it may be especially the dialogic aspect of the essay that may build 

new types of knowledge. A different study (Lavellebet al., 2013) emphasized the 

connection between essay writing and introspection, perspective shifts, and 
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personal and professional development. According to Dalman (2016), the 

systematics or structure of an academic essay includes an introduction, body of 

the essay, and closing. In the introductory section, the author can fill it with a 

sentence that contains identification of the topic to be discussed by providing a 

background in the form of a description of the current situation or condition 

related to the topic. A coherent collection of ideas must be developed into an 

argument when writing an academic essay. Because essays are basically linear—

they provide one thought at a time—they must explain their thoughts in the 

sequence that makes the greatest sense to the reader. An effective essay format 

considers the justification of the reader. (Abrams, 2000). The beginning contains 

a brief explanation of the topic that will be discussed in the essay, such as an 

introduction or an overview. The existence of an introduction makes it easier for 

readers to understand the contents of the essay to be delivered. In other words, 

the introduction can be said at the beginning of the essay. In making the 

introductory part of an essay, it must require accuracy in the choice of words, as 

well as the right knowledge to explain the essence of the whole essay (Oshima & 

Hogue,1997).  In essay writing classes, the discovery learning methodology is 

applied. This would be the first study on students' perceptions of applying the 

discovery learning approach in essay writing at Sriwijaya University's third 

semester of English instruction. As a result, the author is curious in "Students' 

perceptions of the Discovery Learning model implementation in essay writing at 

Sriwijaya University English Education Study Program third semester students." 

 

1.2. Problems of the Study 

 

In this study, the writer formulated the following problem. 

The problem of this study is: What is the students' perception of the discovery 

learning model implementation in essay writing? 
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1.3. Objective of the Study 

 

Based on the problem above, the objective of the study is to find out : Students' 

perceptions of the discovery learning model implementation in essay writing. 

 

1.4. Significance of study  

 

 It is intended that by doing this study, researchers would get new insight 

into enhancing writing skills for third-semester students at the University of 

Sriwijaya who employ the discovery learning paradigm in essay writing sessions. 

Alternative discovery learning models in learning can be utilized to improve the 

writing abilities in essays, which tend to be uncreative, as a way to being able to 

increase the writing skills in essays. The findings of this study are expected to be 

used as research material for students and lecturers, as well as for further research 

in the field of education.
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