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THE CORRELATION BETWEEN STUDENTS’ TIME MANAGEMENT AND
STUDENTS' MASTERY IN CONTENT SUBJECTS OF EMI CLASSES AT
SMP NEGERI 1 PALEMBANG

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out whether or not there was any
significant correlation between students’ time management and students’ mastery
in math and science, and to find out whether or not there was any significant
contribution of students’ time management to their math and science mastery in
EMI classes at SMPN 1 Palembang. The sample of this study was 123 students of
SMPN 1 Palembang grades 8 and 9. Furthermore, in collecting the data the writer
used two techniques, using time management questionnaire and using
documentation from the content subjects score. The data were analyzed by using
Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and Multiple Linear Regression
in SPSS version 24. The results of this study showed that students mastery in math
and science in EMI classes was below average. Furthermore, there was a
significant correlation between time management and students’ mastery  on
content subject of EMI classes because the p-values of math and science were the
same, 0.000 lower than 0.05. Additionally, the result from the regression test of
math and science subject showed that there was 39.5% contribution of time
management toward students’ math mastery and 37.2%contribution of time
management toward students’ science mastery in which the domain of short range
planning was significantly contributed in determining students’ mastery.
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CHAPTER1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter introduces: (1) the background, (2) the problems, (3) the objectives,
and (4) the significance of the study.

1.1 Background

English is a language platform for many nations, people, culture and so on that
connect their interaction. Consequently, it becomes lingua franca for  all
countries in this centuries. Moreover , considering the globalization of English,
many states are giving their best effort to prepare their citizens in facing English
as the main media of language interaction. The adequate starting point for the
citizen is in their school because it is a home for them to enhance their skills and
knowledges. Carr and Modzeleski (2014) mention that school has a critical
role in saving children life in their critical age, giving significance impact in their
development, helping their social relationship, transferring an apllied society
norm and place for them to apply their academic learning to their lives. Therefore,
countries are implementing various curriculum models to support student’s
English proficiency such as by using English Medium Interaction (EMI).

EMI (English as Medium Instruction) is enabling the classroom to operate
English as a main interaction either in explaining the subject or in communicating.
According to Dearden (2014), “EMI is the use of English language to teach
academic subject in countries or jurisdictions where the first language (L1) of the
majority of the population is not English.” Moreover, EMI has already
implemented in several countries whose basically English status is ESL or EFL,
for example in China, Korea, or Hongkong. In line with this Chia, Johnson, Chia,
and Olive (1999) states that EMI implementation incresingly rises up in Asian
countries due to it prompts the global competitiveness of the nation and individual.
Occasionally, Paulsrud (2014) writes how EMI works for the student in Sweden ;
First, the presence of EMI gives English exposure for students, hence it  helps

them to enhance their proficiency. Second, globalization and internationalization



are the ground reasons to help students to compete in the future realm. Third, it is
a right platform for students to enhance their competitiveness by immersion
program.

On the other hand, EMI carries undenial disadvantages. Its context of teaching
and learning process require English as instruction language. Spolsky (2009)
pointed out that using language practices refers to the way individual used and did
the language as their mean of interaction. In EMI’s context this belief is being
adopted in a less extent. The result of the study in China University shows that the
system locked teachers and students English competency in mastering the subject
( Hu, Li & Lei, 2014). This problem might put students in worse learning
possibility. A good learning environment should assemble students’ emotional
engagement, i.e students’ responses toward teacher, content learning, peers, class
and to the specturm of attitude, interest, and values (Gunuc, 2014). This situation
barely happened in EMI context because students must retain to comprehand the
subject. Thus, students’ participation to create ideal circumstances sway away by
student’s burden in EMI class.

EMI’s students are expected to foster their English proficiency since their
daily learning and teaching process are settled within English circumstances ( Hu,
et al. 2014) . Additionally, the parameter of English proficiency is not only how
better individual manages to spell word by word but also how other measurements
are counted, such as vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation etc. Meanwhile,
according to the study of Martirosyan, Hwang, and Wanjohi (2015) about English
proficiency in enhancing academic success through TOEFL or IELTS are not
reliable predictors for measuring their proficiency. For EMI class, it is a new
barrier for them to cope with this problem, and yet many instructors in which not
native teachers are less concerned in giving feedback, nor correction of incorrect
English usage (Byun, Chu, Kim, Park, Kim & Jung, 2010). Furthermore, students
often do code switching to alternate the communication with their teacher.
Therfore, the aim of EMI in escalating English proficiency is misleading due to

that reasons (Hu, et al. 2014).



EFL’s students have less English exposure so that their language proficiency
performance are not as expected because of the unsatisfied capability of English
in general, well-trained teacher, and expert (Hasan & Akhand, 2014). Hence, their
English experience does not gain much transfer for its communication purpose.
Understanding that case, EMI’s implementation will be miss-leading in teaching
and learning process. As the research done by Ratna (2017) EMI implementation
is burdening students due to their inadequate speaking skill, vocabulary, culture
and mother tounge that bound them in their old learning behaviour. Thus, teacher
might focus on subject matter and student might focus in percieving a contextual
meaning of subject explained. This interaction is not an ideal way in which both
classroom stake holders are only setting their focus for their goal in order to meet
the standard of EMI’s system.

EMI and EFL’s students can meet the standard of EMI by confirming
prerequisite of its implementation, such as student’s English proficiency level,
EMI’s teacher, facility and so on. In line with Korea policy to support EMI
implementation, schools or colleges’ teacher must have been teaching the class by
English and students should have been taking English class for ten courses (Biyun,
et al. 2010) Eventhough all requirements are applied, students must be ready with
their new fiddle, i.e managing their standard report as EMI’s student. This
assertion is the same as the result of study in Hongkong secondary school that
EMI students perform lower score in their science test rather than CMI’s (Chinese
as Medium of Instruction) students because they get stuck in mastering some
scientific terminologies and developing higher cognitive skill and conceptual
comprehension (Yip, Tsang & Cheung, 2003). Thus, a proper mechanism for this
alibi is being disciplined in managing students’ time allocation in order to leap
their end outcomes. Similarly, Britton and Tesser (1991) believe in student’s
intellectual achievement needs time. Furthermore, the study of time management
in Somalia by Dahie, Osman and Mohamed (2015) also revealed that short time
planning fosters students’ achievement rather than long time planning. However,
it is still being a serious concern for students because skill of managing the time

of each individual is diverse (Britton & Tesser, 1991)



The term time management refers to how individual manages themselves
according to the time. Moreover, time is something that can not be negotiated due
time always run forward ( Roe, 2005). In other words, time is the scariest
resource of the manager, if it is not managed nothing else can’t be managed (Cyril,
2014). He also defines management in a picturization of organization that the core
of agency or organ need to coordinate activities and efforts of diverse human
being into one vision and mission, thus they can work effectively as a team.
Hence, it deals with person who runs their priority in order to settle their time
management as well.

Moreover, learning success is always set at the end of learning process.
However, the blame of its failure often goes on students daily learning
performance. The vivid problem is that students often proscatinate their tasks
which affect their time and effort in studying that can make their academic
performance become less (Paola & Scoppa, 2014). In other words, students
normally have more hours in a day in order that they are able to utilize this change
to do their tasks. Hence, students can not set their number of priorities. Therefore,
this management will help students to meet their academic achievement.

Meanwhile as students, managing the time for learning is an essential factor in
determining the learning success. It is because they have a burden to do their duty
as students in which it requires a lot of effort such as attending the class, finishing
the assignment, studying for exam and yet their daily activities or extraculicular
(Cyril, 2014). For junior high school students, their responsibility will be higher
than that of elementary school students. Moreover, in this education stage,
students of secondary education meet various problems regardless families’
socioeconomic status or home neighbourhood that affected their identity
formation or individualization (Polirstok, 2017). Additionally at this stage,
students are going through a period of significant physical, cognitive and
emotional change, such as teenagers’ gradual increase in reasoning abilities and
management of abstractions; their intellectual growth demands -challenge,
problem-solving activities and thought-provoking tasks where linguistic

information, real-life knowledge and procedures need to be put into practice



(Mora, 2005). Therefore, as secondary students, they have to meet a best time and
place to manage this development while improving their academic mastery.

Furthermore, 2013 curriculum in Indonesia has a high standard expectation for
students’ achievement that students become the center of learning. Literally, they
are required to be active and innovative in constructing meaning and
communicating the result of their learning (Suyanto, 2017). Hence, students will
be trained to be independent. According to Broad (2006) independent learning is
the ability of individual to make a particular decision in order to meet the
learner’s needs. Therefore, students need to operate their time management wisely
in order to evolve their learning success.

According to the description above, the writer wanted to know the relationship
between time management and students’ achievement in content subject (math
and science) of EMI classes especially in SMP Negeri 1 Palembang that one of
the school with international standard because of implementing bilingual class or
English as Medium of Instruction for math and science. The used of this system
was under RSBI (Rintisan Sekolah Berstandar Internasional) or known as
International School. The policy was shutting down due to several issues such us
degrading the value of national languages (Dearden, 2014). However, SMP
Negeri 1 Palembang still retain to implement this system and change it under the
local policy that each school has power to decide their own policy for the
improvement of education and students. Furthermore, the used of English as main
language in teaching and learning process was not full 100% but it only used
English 50% and bahasa 50 %. It means that students still have some issues of
using English as their language interaction and to master their subject. However,
the implementation of EMI was stopped in the last year of 2018 because it did not
help students mastery in content subjects. Most of the students were not able to
pass the passing grade under this system. According to students opinion, they felt
that this system were making the study worse because they have to deal with
mastering the subject and language issues. Hence, the writer had conducted a
research entitled “ the correlation between students’ time management and

student mastery in content subjects of EMI classes at SMPN 1 palembang.”



The reason behind that topic was to know the correlation between both variables

at SMPN 1 Palembang. Therefore, the result of this study helped students to

enhance their academic mastery, to help the school to prepare the students to use

this system and to help other stake holders to improve the used of EMI in junior

high school.

1.2 The Problems of the Study

Based on the background above, the problems of this study were formulated

into the following questions :

1.

What was students’ mastery in content subjects of EMI classes look alike
at SMPN 1 Palembang?

Was there any significant correlation between students’ time management
and students’ mastery in content subjects of math of EMI classes at SMPN
1 Palembang?

Was there any correlation between time management domains and
students’ mastery in content subjects of EMI classes at SMPN 1
Palembang?

Was there any significant contribution of students’ time management to
their mastery in content subjects of math of EMI classes at SMPN 1
Palembang?

Was there any significant contribution of students’ time management to
their mastery in content subjects of science of EMI classes at SMPN 1
Palembang?

Was there any significant correlation between students’ time management
and students’ mastery in content subjects of science of EMI classes at
SMPN 1 Palembang?

Was there any significant contribution of students’ time management to
students’ mastery in content subjects of science of EMI classes at SMPN 1

Palembang?



1.3 The Objectives of the Study

In relation to the problems of the study above, the objectives of the study

WEre

1.

to find out students’ mastery in content subjects of EMI classes look alike
at SMPN 1 Palembang.

to find out whether or not there was any significant correlation between
students’ time management and students’ mastery in content subjects of
math of EMI classes at SMPN 1 Palembang.

to find out whether or not there was any significant correlation between
students’ time management and students’ mastery in content subjects of
science of EMI classes at SMPN 1 Palembang.

to find out weather or not there was any significant contribution of
students’ time management to their mastery in content subjects of math of
EMI classes at SMPN 1 Palembang.

to find out weather or not there was any significant contribution of
students’ time management to their mastery in content subjects of math of
EMI classes at SMPN 1 Palembang.

to find out whether or not there was any correlation between time
management domains and students’ mastery in content subjects of EMI
classes at SMPN 1 Palembang.

to find out whether or not there was any contribution of time management
domains to students’ mastery in content subjects of EMI classes at SMPN

1 Palembang.

1.4 The Significance of the Study

It is expected that this study will be beneficial for the following parties. First,

it will poliferate teachers’ insights of SMPN 1 Palembang to understand the

concept of time management in order to escalate students’ mastery. Moreover, the

writer wishes that the teacher of SMPN 1 Palembang will have a new specturm to

help their students in ordering set of priorities so that students will be able to



manage their time. Second, it will encourage students of SMPN 1
Palembang to enhance their academic performance because they
have a notion to settle some things up. Occasionally, students will
be able to enjoy their study because they have a sufficient time to
learn and to play, so that they have a balance school-life. Last, it
helps future researchers to elaborate their study and as information
source. Thus, other researchers will get an accurate data for their
research. In brief, this study is expected to help teachers of SMPN 1
Palembang, students of SMPN 01 Palembang, and others.
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