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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter contains several main points dealing with the topic of the 

research. It includes background of study, the problems of study, the objectives of 

study, and the significance of study. The details of the point are elaborated in each 

section. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Many countries, including Indonesia, are reviving their tourism after the 

sector experienced a decline due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Indonesia itself is a 

country that has diversity and uniqueness both from nature and culture. This 

diversity and uniqueness is an attraction in the tourism sector. Tourism is 

currently one of the sectors that are the priority and focus of the government to be 

developed because the tourism sector is currently experiencing extraordinary rapid 

development. The tourism sector is one of the largest and strongest sectors in the 

world economy. Tourism is one of the main drivers of the world economy because 

several advantages can provide considerable foreign exchange, expand 

employment opportunities and introduce the country's culture. In the publication 

of Bank Indonesia (2020), 2019 tourism contributed 18.4 billion USD to the 

Indonesian economy, up from 17.9 billion USD in 2018. 

Based on data from the Badan Pusat Statistik (BPS), the number of 

Indonesian foreign tourists visit until December 2022 has reached 5.88 million 

people. Seeing this number, the development of the tourism sector in Indonesia 

must be followed by an increase in resource capacity so that more people are 

absorbed in the tourism sector and can improve the Indonesian people's standard 

of living. Various skills are needed to compete in the world of work in the tourism 

sector. One of the skills that people need to have in order to compete is English 

language skills. However, the English language skills of Indonesians still need to 

improve among countries that are members of the AEC (ASEA Economic 

Community). The English language skills of Indonesian people are in the range of 

38.45 - 54.06 (Iriance, 2018). 
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English, an international language and widely used in science and 

technology indirectly has a strong position in all fields, including education (Rao, 

2019). English is the first foreign language in Indonesia to be taught formally in 

schools. SMK, or Vocational High School, is one of the secondary school levels 

that study English. Based on Permendikbud number 60 of 2014 concerning the 

SMK Curriculum, English is designated a subject in the national content group 

(A). National content group (A) is a group of subjects that aims to develop 

learners' attitudinal competence, knowledge competence, and skill competence as 

a basis and strengthening of abilities in society, nation, and state life. All core and 

basic competencies in national content (A) were regulated in Perdirjen Dikdasmen 

No. 464/D.D5/KK/2018 in 2018; English language learning is set to emphasise 

general English rather than English Purpose Specific (ESP). This is because 

English teaching in vocational high school is focused on developing 

communicative competence. 

Culinary is one of the areas of expertise competencies included in the 

tourism group expertise. Culinary is a department that studies the knowledge and 

skills in managing dishes and drinks that cover all aspects from the preparation 

process to serving and others. Based on an interview with one of the teachers of 

SMK Negeri 6 Palembang, learning currently uses block system learning. Block 

system learning is part of the implementation of adjusting the vocational learning 

curriculum to the World of Business and Industry. Block system learning is a 

learning system in which the daily schedule is restructured to create time units for 

each class (Wibowo, 2019). The block system is the organisation of effective 

learning hours in summarised units that allow students to follow and receive 

learning materials wholly and optimally. For example, students can learn English 

with meeting hours of 4×45 minutes per day and can last for a whole week. Then 

the next week, students will not necessarily meet with English learning. This can 

be considered an obstacle to the progress of learning English. Time constraints 

slow students' English learning progress, and students in SMK lack English 

proficiency. The intensity of using and discovering English as a term in vocational 

content subjects is persistent, especially in the Hospitality and Culinary 

department. This happens because SMK Negeri 6 Palembang uses the CATC 
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(Common ASEAN Tourism Curriculum) curriculum, which uses a lot of English. 

With this learning system, English learning in tourism group vocational high 

schools that use many English terms certainly raises various thoughts about its 

effectiveness. While learning English is considered important, and as stated by 

Zuraida (2014), students perceive learning English as not a boring lesson but 

something fun. Therefore, researchers want to know through students' perceptions 

and learn more about the importance of English language learning for vocational 

high school majoring in culinary. 

  

1.2 The Problems of Study 

Based on the background, the problems of this study are formulated in the 

following questions: 

1. What is students’ perception on the importance of learning English for 

vocational high school majoring in culinary? 

2. Why is learning English important for vocational high school students 

majoring in culinary? 

 

1.3 The Objectives of Study 

Regarding to research questions, the researcher intends to achieve some 

objectives of the study as follows: 

1. To find out students’ perception on the importance of learning English for 

vocational high school majoring in culinary. 

2. To find out why learning English important for vocational high school 

students majoring in culinary. 

 

1.4  The Significance of Study 

1. Theoretically 

The result of this study was expected to provide literature information 

from this study regarding students’ perception on the importance of 

learning English for vocational high school majoring in culinary. In 

addition, they can also compare the data of this study to show similarities 

or differences between their findings or future research results. 
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2. Practically 

This research can motivate students to learn English and become a 

medium for sharing views about learning English. In addition, this 

research can help all English teachers to find out how students' perceptions 

of learning English, especially in vocational high schools majoring in 

culinary arts. With this research, teachers can consider better ways of 

teaching and learning English so that students are more active in learning 

and using English at school.



 

55 
 

REFERENCES 

 

Adhikari, G. P. (2021). Calculating the Sample Size in Quantitative Studies. 

Scholars ’Journal, 4(1), 14–29. https://doi.org/10.3126/scholars.v4i1.42458 

Akbar, P. N. G., & Safira, S. M. (2023). Monitoring Evaluation Analysis of 

Tourist Village Development: A Case of Kemiren, Banyuwangi. Jurnal 

Kepariwisataan Indonesia, 17(1), 12–22. 

Akbarani, R. (2021). Persepsi Mahasiswa Terhadap Pentingnya Pembelajaran 

Bahasa Inggris Di Jurusan Komunikasi Dan Penyiaran Islam Iain Ponorogo. 

Proceeding of The 1st Conference on Strengthening Islamic Studies in the 

Digital Era (FICOSIS), 1, 377–385. 

http://jurnalpai.uinsby.ac.id/index.php/jurnalpai/article/view/48 

Al-Hafizh, M., & Ratmanida. (2008). Analisis Kebutuhan Bahasa Inggris Jurusan 

Tata Boga – Pkk Unp Padang. Lingua Didaktika: Jurnal Bahasa Dan 

Pembelajaran Bahasa, 1(2), 1. https://doi.org/10.24036/ld.v1i2.7353 

Amalia,  R.,  &  Hendriani,  W.  (2017).  Pengaruh  Resiliensi  Akademik  dan  

Motivasi  Belajar  Terhadap Student  Engagement  Pada  Santri  Mukim  

Pondok  Pesantren  Nurul  Islam  Karangcempaka Sumenep. Jurnal 

Psikologi Pendidikan Dan Perkembangan, 6, 1–13 

Andayani, E. S. (2022). The Importance of Learning and Knowing English in 

Higher Education in Indonesia. Research and Development Journal Of 

Education, 8(1), 372–379. https://doi.org/10.30998/rdje.v8i1.13315 

Annisa, N., Mirizon, S., & Silvhiany, S. (2023). Vocational High School 

Students’ Identity And Investment In Learning English In A Rural Area. 

Studies in English Language and Education, 10(2), 926–942. 

https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v10i2.27167 

Arikunto, S. (2016). Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Rineka 

Cipta. 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., Razavieh, A., & Sorensen, C. K. (2009). Introduction to 

Research in Education. In Wadsworth Cengage Learning (8th ed.). 

Aspers, P., & Corte, U. (2019). What is Qualitative in Qualitative Research 

Content courtesy of Springer Nature. Springer, 42, 139-160 retrievied on 

April 27 2023. 

Aziza, N. (2020). The Importance of English Language. www.researchparks.org 

Badan Pusat Statistik. (2020). Statistik Wisatawan Mancanegara 2019. 

https://www.bps.go.id/publication/2020/10/22/300a7a65c3ab81bfd6476e2d/

statistik- pengeluaran-wisatawan-mancanegara-2019.html 

Baitullah, M. J. A., & Wagiran, W. (2019). Cooperation between vocational high 

schools and world of work: A case study at SMK Taman Karya Madya 

http://jurnalpai.uinsby.ac.id/index.php/jurnalpai/article/view/48
https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v10i2.27167


 

56 
 

Tamansiswa. Jurnal Pendidikan Vokasi, 9(3), 280–293. 

https://doi.org/10.21831/jpv.v9i3.27719 

Bank Indonesia. (2020). Strategi Percepatan Transformasi Ekonomi. In Sinergi, 

Transformasi, dan Inovasi Menuju Indonesia Maju (pp. 72–95). Bank 

Indonesia. 

https://www.bi.go.id/id/publikasi/laporan/Documents/6_LPI2019_BAB4.pd

f. 

Bury, J., & Oka, T. (2017). Undergraduate Students’ Perceptions Of The 

Importance Of English In The Tourism And Hospitality Industry. Journal of 

Teaching in Travel and Tourism, 17(3), 173–188. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15313220.2017.1331781 

Cambridge (2023). Culinary. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/culinary accessed 5 June 

2023. 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research Planning, conducting, and 

evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed.). MA: Pearson. 

Damayanti, L. S. (2019). Peranan Keterampilan Berbahasa Inggris Dalam Industri 

Pariwisata. Journey : Journal of Tourismpreneurship, Culinary, Hospitality, 

Convention and Event Management, 2(1), 71–82. 

https://doi.org/10.46837/journey.v2i1.42 

Dewi, R., & Amri, Z. (2019). Journal of English Language Teaching An Analysis 

Of Culinary Art Vocational Students’ Needs In Learning English At The 

Public Vocational High School Number 9 Padang. Journal of English 

Language Teaching, 8(4), 504–514. Retrieved from 

http://ejournal.unp.ac.id/index.php/jelt 

Emda, A. (2018). Kedudukan Motivasi Belajar Siswa dalam Pembelajaran. 

Lantanida Journal, 5(2), 172. https://doi.org/10.22373/lj.v5i2.2838 

Harlinda, N. (2019). Students ’ Perceptions in Using Youtube As Media For 

Learning English As A Foreign Language. State Islamic Institute of 

Palangka Raya. 

Hetecoba, M. (1984). Motivation and its importance in ELT. Focus on the 

Learner, 105–107. 

Iriance, I. (2018). Bahasa Inggris Sebagai Bahasa Lingua Franca dan Posisi 

Kemampuan Bahasa Inggris Masyarakat Indonesia Diantara Anggota MEA. 

Prosiding Industrial Research Workshop and National Seminar, 9, 776–

783. Retrieved from https://jurnal.polban.ac.id/ 

index.php/proceeding/article/view/1149/944 

Jiménez, P. K. (2018). Exploring Students’ Perceptions About English Learning 

in a Public University. How, 25(1), 69–91. 

https://doi.org/10.19183/how.25.1.385 

https://doi.org/10.21831/jpv.v9i3.27719
https://doi.org/10.1080/15313220.2017.1331781
http://ejournal.unp.ac.id/index.php/jelt
https://doi.org/10.22373/lj.v5i2.2838


 

57 
 

Kompetensi Inti Dan Kompetensi Dasar Mata Pelajaran, Peraturan Direktur 

Jenderal Pendidikan Dasar Dan Menengah Kementerian Pendidikan Dan 

Kebudayaan Nomor: 464/D.D5/Kr/2018 (2018). 

https://repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/18248/1/Muatan_Nasional_A.pdf 

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994). Qualitative data analysis: An expanded 

sourcebook (2nd ed.). Sage Publications.  

Moleong, L. J. (2018). Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. In Remaja Rosdakarya 

(38th ed.). 

Monika, M., Inderawati, R., & Eryansyah. (2022). The Needs of English Culinary 

Booklet to Support Domestic and Foreign Promotion at the South Sumatra 

Culture and Tourism Office. Eralingua: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Asing 

Dan Sastra, 6(2), 448–460. https://ojs.unm.ac.id/eralingua 

Pamungkas, I. B. A., & Adi, S. S. (2020). Students’ Perception About Improving 

English Listening Skills Using Movies Among The Vocational High School 

Students. Journal of Educational Innovation (ERUDIO), 7(2), 128–138. 

www.erudio.ub.ac.id 

Patadjenu, S., Sondang, S. M., & Asropi. (2023). Tourism Development 

Collaborative Governance of Likupang, North Minahasa Regency. Jurnal 

Kepariwisataan Indonesia, 17(1), 23–48. 

Plotnik, R., & Kouyoumdjian, H. (2011). Introduction To Psychology. In 

Wadsworth Cengage Learning (9th ed.). 

Prochazkova, L. T. (2013). Mathematics for Language, Language for 

Mathematics. European Journal of Science and Mathematics Education, 

1(1), 23–28. https://doi.org/10.30935/scimath/9383 

Qiong, OU (2017). A Brief Introduction to Perception. Studies in Literature and 

Language, 15(4), 18–28. https://doi.org/10.3968/10055 

Rahayu, N., Tinggi, S., & Trisakti, P. (2019). Students’ Perception on the 

Importance of English Language Skills in Tourism Sector. Jurnal 

EDUTURISMA, 4(1). 

Rao, P. S. (2019). Cosmos, Directory of Research Journal Indexing (DRJI) & 

Cosmos. Oray’s Publications Impact Factor: 4.845(SJIF). In 

www.rjoe.org.in An International Peer-Reviewed English Journal (Vol. 4, 

Issue 1). www.rjoe.org.in 

Rintaningrum, R., Aldous, C., & Conway, R. (2016). I Find It Easy To Learn 

English When. Jambi International Seminar on Education 1 (JISE), 14–21. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328354233_I_Find_It_Easy_To_L

earn_English_When 

Rintaningrum, R. (2018). Investigating Reasons Why Listening in English is 

Difficult: Voice from Foreign Language Learners. Asian EFL Journal, 

20(11), 6–15. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Khadijah-

https://doi.org/10.3968/10055
http://www.rjoe.org.in/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Khadijah-Maming/publication/329625974_The_Asian_EFL_Journal/links/5c12766c299bf139c756b1d3/The-Asian-EFL-Journal.pdf


 

58 
 

Maming/publication/329625974_The_Asian_EFL_Journal/links/5c12766c2

99bf139c756b1d3/The-Asian-EFL-Journal.pdf 

Robbins, S. P., & Judge, T. A. (2009). Organization Behavior. In New Jersey: 

Pearson (13th ed.). 

Sabon, V. L., Perdana, M. T. P., Koropit, P. C. S., & Pierre, W. C. D. (2018). 

Strategi Peningkatan Kinerja Sektor Pariwisata Indonesia Pada ASEAN 

Economic Community. Esensi: Jurnal Bisnis Dan Manajemen, 8(2), 163-

176. https://doi.org/10.15408/ess.v8i2.5928 

Saputra, S., & Komariah, E. (2017). The Perceptions of Students on the 

Importance of English Speaking Skill in the Tourism Sector. Research in 

English and Education (READ) (Vol. 2). 

Simbolon, M. (2007). Persepsi dan Kepribadian. Jurnal Ekonomis, 1(1), 52-66. 

https://doi.org/10.58303/jeko.v1i1.516 

Siniscalco, M. T., & Auriat, N. (2005). Questionnaire design: Module 8. 

Quantitative Research Methods in Educational Planning, 22–35. 

SK Kabadan tentang Konsentrasi Keahlian SMK MAK Kurikulum Merdeka, 

Keputusan Kepala Badan Standar, Kurikulum, Dan Asesmen Pendidikan 

Kementerian Pendidikan, Kebudayaan, Riset, Dan Teknologi Nomor 

024/H/KR/2022 (2022). https://kurikulum.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-

content/uploads/2022/04/024_H_KR_2022-Salinan-SK-Kabadan-tentang-

Konsentrasi-Keahlian-SMK-MAK-Kurikulum-Merdeka.pdf 

Soeroso, A., & Turgarini, D. (2020). Culinary Versus Gastronomy. E-Journal of 

Tourism, 7(2), 193–204. 

Sugiyono. (2017). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif dan R&D (VII). 

Alfabeta. 

Sukarni, S. (2020). Understanding Learners Need of Esp for Accountancy 

Program at Vocational School. English Review: Journal of English 

Education, 8(2), 109. https://doi.org/10.25134/erjee.v8i2.2002 

Varner, I., & Barmer, L. (2006). Intercultural Communication in the Global 

Workplace. In McGraw-Hill Companies (4th ed.). 

Veranita, D., Syahrial, & Koto, I. (2017). English for Agriculture Vocational 

School Students: A Need Analysis Study at SMK Negeri 2 South Bengkulu. 

Journal of Applied Linguistics and Literature, 2(2), 76–87. 

Wahyuni, U., Eryansyah, E., & Inderawati, R. (2022). Android-based Palembang 

Local Culture Procedure Text for Vocational High School: A Students’ 

Need Analysis. AL-ISHLAH: Jurnal Pendidikan, 14(3), 4303–4316. 

https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v14i3.1364 

Walgito, B. (2010). Pengantar Psikologi Umum. In Andi Offeset (5th ed.). 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Khadijah-Maming/publication/329625974_The_Asian_EFL_Journal/links/5c12766c299bf139c756b1d3/The-Asian-EFL-Journal.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Khadijah-Maming/publication/329625974_The_Asian_EFL_Journal/links/5c12766c299bf139c756b1d3/The-Asian-EFL-Journal.pdf
https://doi.org/10.58303/jeko.v1i1.516
https://kurikulum.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/024_H_KR_2022-Salinan-SK-Kabadan-tentang-Konsentrasi-Keahlian-SMK-MAK-Kurikulum-Merdeka.pdf
https://kurikulum.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/024_H_KR_2022-Salinan-SK-Kabadan-tentang-Konsentrasi-Keahlian-SMK-MAK-Kurikulum-Merdeka.pdf
https://kurikulum.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/024_H_KR_2022-Salinan-SK-Kabadan-tentang-Konsentrasi-Keahlian-SMK-MAK-Kurikulum-Merdeka.pdf
https://doi.org/10.25134/erjee.v8i2.2002
https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v14i3.1364


 

59 
 

Wibowo, A. D., Haetami, M., & Hidasari, F. P. (2019). Minat Belajar Peserta 

Didik Terhadap Pembelajaran Sistem Blok Pada Pelajaran Penjas Di Smti 

Pontianak. Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Khatulistiwa, 8(3), 1–8. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.26418/jppk.v8i3.31857 

Yoestara, M., Putri, Z., & Putri, I. (2021). The Importance of English in The 

Development of The Tourism Sector in Banda Aceh. Journal of English 

Teaching and Linguistics, 2(2), 55-64. 

https://doi.org/10.55616/jetli.v2i2.138 

Zuraida. (2014). Students’ Perception on Reading Text: A Review for Character 

Building. Journal of Teaching and Education, 3(1), 131–136. 

 


