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IMPROVING RECOUNT TEXT READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT OF THE
EIGHT GRADE STUDENTS’ OF SMP N 19 PALEMBANG THROUGH READER
RESPONSE STRATEGY

This study was aimed to find out: whether or not there was a significant difference in reading
achevement of recount text before and after being taught by using Reader Response
Strategy. The sample of this study was 32 eight graders of SMP Negeri 19 Palembang which
was chosen by using purposive sampling. To collect the data, pretest and posttest were
given to the experimental group. The data were analyzed by using paired sample t-test in
SPSS version 23. The results of paired sample t-test showed that there was a significant
difference in improving recount text reading comprehension achievement of the eight grade
students of SMP Negeri 19, Palembang after being taught by using Reader Response
Strategy as the p-value was lower than 0.05 (0.000 < 0.05).The result students’ recount text
was improved in the posttest. In brief, Reader Response Strategy is helpful in enhancing
students’ reading of recount text of the eight grade of SMP Negeri 19 Palembang.
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents (1) background, (2) the problems of the study,
(3) the objectives of the study, and (4) significance of the study
1.1  Background

In this globalization era, English is as an international language. It
becomes the most important thing to get some information from other countries
since the information can be found in the newspaper, books, journals, internet, and
various types of reports. Therefore, people must read the texts and comprehend
them to gain the information. It is supported by Richards, Platt and Platt. (1993, p.
306) who state that reading is perceiving a written text in order to understand its
content.

In Indonesia, English is still considered as foreign language (EFL). EFL
students are taught English as a compulsory subject not as a daily communication
language. Richards states that (1993) EFL is the role of English in countries where
it is taught as a subject in school but not as a medium of instruction in education
nor as a language of communication (e.g. in government, business or industry)
within the country. It is shown that EFL students still need to study more
remembering English has fundamental skills; listening, speaking, writing and
reading and those four skills must be mastered by the EFL students.

In teaching reading, the students, hopefully, comprehend the texts they
read to get the information. According to Guthrie, Hoa, Wigfield, Tonks,
Humenick, and Little (2007, p. 283), one of the aims is to teach students how to
comprehend different text genres when students are expected to read a wide range
of material to gain knowledge and literary experience. Because English as a
foreign language, reading is not only the process of acquiring information but also
improving the ability of learning as stated by Essberger (2002, p.1). It is stated by
Kurniawati (2010, p. 1) that there are various good reasons for teaching reading.
Students may actually need to read for their work or study, or they want to read
for pleasure. In addition, the exposure to English is an important part of acquiring

language, the text themselves can act as models for writing, the exercise, allows,



the study and practice of grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, punctuation, and
provoke conversation and discussion.

It is important for the EFL students to read and comprehend the text as today
many test serves reading comprehension test not only test in school but also test to
get job. Dreyer and Nel (2003) add that reading comprehension has come to be the
essence of reading, essential not only to academic learning in all subject areas but
also to professional success and, indeed to lifelong learning. Alshumaimeri (2011,

p.186) adds reading is a crucial skill in learning and communication.

Moyer (2010) states that young adults who are usually defined as people
under 40 age years, do not read. Young adult students are losing interest in
voluntary reading and tend to have less reading. According to PISA (2012),
Indonesian students’ reading in national language was still below the average
score of OECD. Indonesia’s reading is ranked in the 64"™out of 65. Obviously,
students’ reading comprehension skill in Indonesia is not good. Progress in
International Reading Study (PIRLS) in 2011 revealed that the position of
Indonesia was 53" out of 58 countries. That position demonstrates that reading
English in Indonesia is still lack of students’ reproducing what they have learned
and understanding reading both in and outside of school. It is agreed by McKool
(2007, p.119) that most children do very little reading outside of school and only a
small number read for long period of time.

Hedge (2008, p. 195) states that, reading comprehension activities, from the
beginning, should have some proposes and the reader should concentrate on the
normal proposes of reading. This also happens to the ninth grade students of
SMPN 19 Palembang. Based on the observation conducted on January 28™M 2017,
it was found that the students face difficulties in comprehending texts. According
to the English teacher, the students who had low interest toward reading activity
would consider reading activities as a burden or compulsion from the teacher;
they would not get the advantage of reading for themselves. The students read
without any planning and try to catch the idea conveyed. In addition, the students

also got difficulties in understanding the message in each paragraph or the whole



text because they lack of vocabulary. The students just read the text without
knowing the meaning of the word.

In addition, the data from observation showed that problem comes from the
teacher in teaching reading. The teacher does not really care about the strategy
used. Some other cases, the teachers only apply question and answer technique in
reading text. It can be seen, some English teachers only stand in front of the class,
and they seldom walk to the back of the class in order to check students reading
activity. Then they also focus their attention on a certain student to discuss the
information discussed. Thus, the teachers should have a strategy that can make the
students active in teaching and learning process. The teachers should be more
creative to find beneficial strategy that is interesting for students. So, the students
are not bored in learning process and the strategy should be easy for students in
understanding the reading text.

When teaching reading using Curriculum 13 the students are asked to
recognize the kinds of reading text such as, recount text, narrative text, descriptive
text and in this study the writer focussed on recount text. According to the teacher
of SMPN 19 Palembang the students get difficulties in understanding the meaning
of new words, identifying the generic structures of recount text and tenses used in
recount text. Based on the result of preliminary study conducted on august 28"
2017 consist of 20 Students it was found that the students of SMPN 19 Palembang
have problems in reading recount text and their reading score when dealing with
recount text is below average. There are many types of learning strategy in
teaching reading. One of the appropriate strategies is Reader Response Strategy.
Actually, Reader Response Strategy is one of the strategies in teaching reading
which gives many options to the reader how to response to text (Rosenblatt, 1987
p. 79). The Reader Response Strategy focuses on reading experience personally,
enabling the reader to live through what he is reading and engage in the reading
experience, which allow him to connection to familiar experience in his own life.

According to Beach and Marshall (1991 p. 28), Reader Response Strategy
consists of seven steps, namely: engaging, describing, conceiving, explaining,

connecting, interpreting, and judging. And every step can be applied by the reader



in comprehending the text. Actually, Reader Response Strategy helps the readers
to comprehend the text easily because the steps used in Reader Response Strategy
guides the reader to comprehend the text from the small thing to the complicated
one. So, if the students always practice every steps of Reader Response Strategy,
the students will realize that reading is fun. And it is automatically encourage their
interest in reading. So, it can be assumed that by applying Reader Response
Strategy in reading class, especially encouraging students’ reading
comprehension.

Considering the problem above, studies have been undertaken to investigate
the significant difference after using Reader Response Strategy. Mcintosh (2010)
showed that integrating current issues of Reader Response Strategy with class
material improved students’ reading achievement. Then, Granger (2007) found
that that Reader Response Strategy contributed to improvements in reading
comprehension and attitude. Last, Khatib (2011) reveals that students directed
with the reader-response approach could give aesthetic responses to literature
without impairing their comprehension of the literary text.

From the problems occurred above, the reseacher believes that the strategy of
Reader Response is the strategy that can improve students reading achievement.
There will be an investigation about the significant difference in reading
achievement of recount text before and after the students are taught by Reader
Response Strategy. Therefore, in this study, the writer is expected to use Reader
Response Strategy to improve students reading achievement in recount
text.Reader-response is a strategy that allows students more latitude in responding
to what they read and support varied responses. So far the writer cannot find study

concerning with Reader Response Strategy and Recount Text.

1.2 The Problem of the Study

Based on the background above, the problem of the study is formed in the
following question is:

Was there any significant difference in reading achievement of recount text

before and after the students are taught by Reader Response Strategy?
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1.3 The Objective of the Study

The objective of research is:

To find out whether or not there was a significant difference in reading
achievement of recount text before and after students are taught by Reader

Response Strategy?

1.4 The Significances of the Study

This study was expected to give some significant results that can be useful
and give some contribution to improve teaching and learning English. For teacher,
the writer hopes that reader response strategy can be applied as teaching reading
strategy in teaching recount text. The writer hopes by using this strategy, students

would be attracted in reading recount text.

11



REFERENCES

Alshumaimeri, Y. (2011). The effects of reading method on the comprehension
performance of Saudi EFL students.International Electric Journal of
Elementary Education,4(1),185-195.

Anderson, K., Anderson, M. (1997).Text type in English 1. South Yarra, MEL:
Macmillan Education Australia PTY Ltd.

Ary, D., Jacobs, C., & Sorensen, C. (2010).Introduction of research in
technique.California, CA: Wodswort Cengeage Learning.

Azwar, S. (2010). Asumsi-asumsi dalam inferensi statistika. Retrieved from
Gadjah Mada University website:
http://azwar.staff.ugm.ac.id/files/2010/04/Asumsi-asumsi-dalam-Inferensi-
Statistikal.pdf/

Beach, R. (2000). Critical issues: Reading and responding to literature at the level
of activity. Journal of Literacy Research, 32(2), 237-251.

Beach, R.W., & Marshall, J.D.(1991).Teaching literature in the secondary
school.San Diego, CA: HBJ.

Beach, R.W.,& Marshall, J.D. (1991).Teaching literature in the
secondaryschool.New York, NY: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

Carlisle, A. (2000). Reading logs: An application of reader-response theory in
ELT. ELT Journal, 54(1), 12-19.

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and
evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (4thed.). Boston, MA:
Pearson Education, Inc.

Duke, N. K., & Person, P. D. (2002). Effective practices for developing reading
comprehension.In A.F. Farstrup & S. J. Samuels (eds.) What reseach has to
say about reading instruction (3rd ed., pp. 205-242). Newmark, DE:
International Reading Association.

Dreyer, C., &Nel, C. (2003).Teaching reading strategies and comprehension
within a technology-enhanced learning environment.System,31(5), 349-365.
d0i:10.1016/S0346-251X(03)00047-2

Elliott, A. C, (2007). Statistical analysis quick reference guidebook with SPSS
examples. (1% ed). London, England: Sage Publications.

Elliot, R. (1990). Encouraging reader-response to literature in ESL
situations. ELT Journal,44(3),191-198.

46


http://azwar.staff.ugm.ac.id/files/2010/04/Asumsi-asumsi-dalam-Inferensi-Statistika1.pdf/
http://azwar.staff.ugm.ac.id/files/2010/04/Asumsi-asumsi-dalam-Inferensi-Statistika1.pdf/

Fraenkel, J. R., &Wallen. N. E. (2007). How to design and evaluate research and
education (6th ed). New York, NY: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Galda, L.,& Beach, R. (2001) Response to literature as a cultural activity. Reading
Reseach Quartely, 36(1), 64-73, doi: 10.1598/RRQ.36.1.4.

Gerot, L., &Wignel, P. (1994). Making sense of functional grammar.Sydney,
NSW: Antipodean Educational Enterprises.

Guthrie, J. R., et al. (2007). Reading motivation and reading comprehension
growth in the later elementary years.Contemporary Educational
Psychology,32(4),282-312. doi:10.1016/j.cedpsych.2006.05.004.

Guthrie, J. R., et al. (2004). Increasing reading comprehension &engagement
through concept-oriented reading instruction.Journal of Educational
Psychology, 96(3), 403-423. doi: 10.1037/0022-0663.96.3.403.

Haulah, P. O. (2016). Improving Recount Text Reading Comprehension
Achievement of the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Srijaya Negara
Palembang by Using Experience, Text, Relationship Strategy. Sriwijaya
University, Palembang, Indonesia.

Hedge, T. (2008). Teaching and learning in the language classroom. New York,
NY: Oxford University Press.

Hidayat, H.,&Aisah, S. (2013). Read interest co-relational with student study
performance in IPS subject grade IV (four) in state elementary school 1
PagerwangiLembang. International Journal of Scientific & technology
research,2(1), 101-114.

Hirvela, A. (1996). Reader-response theory and ELT. ELT Journal, 50(2), 127-
134.

Khatib, S. (2011).Applying the reader-response approach in teaching English
short stories to EFL students. Journal of Language Teaching and
Research,2(1),151-159.

Khairudin, Zurina. (2013). A study of dtudents’ reading interests in a school
language. International Education Studies,6(11),160-170.

Kose, M. A,, Prasad, E. S., &Terrones, M. E. (2006). How do trade and financial
integration affect the relationship between growth and volatility.Journal of
International Economics,69(2),176-20.

Kucer, B.,& Silva (2013). Second edition: Teaching the dimensions of literacy.
New York, NY: Routledge.

Many, J.E., & Wiseman, D.L. (1992). Analyzing versus experiencing: The
effects of teaching approaches on students’ responses. In J. Many & C. Cox

47



(Eds.), Reader Stance and Literary Understanding (pp. 250-276). Norwood,
NJ: Ablex.

Mclntosh, J. E. (2010). Reader response journals: Novice teachers reflect on their
implementation process. Journal of Language and Literacy Education,
6(1),119-133.

McKool, S. S. (2007). Factors that influence the decision to read: An investigation
of fifth grade students’ out-of-school reading habits. Reading Improvement,
44(3), 111-131.

Moyer, J. E. (2010). Teens today don’t read books anymore: A study of difference
in interest and comprehension based on reading modalities part 1 introduction
and methodology. Journal of Reading Libraries and YoungAdults, 1(1).

OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development). (2013).PISA
2012 results in focus. Retrieved
fromhttp://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/pisa-2012-results-overview.pdf

Orehovec,& Alley. (2003). The reading workshop: Management, mini-lessons,
and strategies. New York, NY: Scholastic Inc.

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA). (2012). Results in
focus: What 15-year-olds know and what they can do with what they know.
Retrieved at March 1%, 2015 from http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/pisa-
2012-results-overview.pdf

Progress in International Reading Study (PIRLS).(2011). Highlights from PIRLS
2011. Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013010.pdf

Richards, J. C., (1993). Dictionary of language teaching and applied linguistics
(2"ed.). Singapore: Longman Singapore Publishers.

Richards, J. C., Platt, J., & Platt, H. (1993).Dictionary of language teaching and
applied linguistics (Z”ded.). Singapore: Longman Singapore Publishers.

Rosenblatt, L. (1985). The transactional theory of literary work: Implications
for research. In C.R. Cooper (Eds.),Researching response to literature and
the teaching of literature (pp. 33-53). Norwood, NJ: Ablex.

Rosenblatt, L., &Louise, M. (1987). The reader, the text, the poem: The
transactional theory of the literary works. Illinois, IL:Southern lllinois
University Press.

Rosenblatt, L. (1995).Literature as exploration (5"ed.). New York, NY: The
Modern Language Association.

48


http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/pisa-2012-results-overview.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/pisa-2012-results-overview.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/pisa-2012-results-overview.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013010.pdf

Rudy, R.l. (2005). Keefektifan Model Respons Pembaca dan Simbol Visual
dalam Pembelajaran Sastra di SD. Paper Presented at the 16th Association
of Indonesian Literary Scholars (AILS) International Conference, Palembang,
Indonesia.

Strickland, D. S., Ganske, K., & Monroe, J. K. (2002) Supporting struggling
readers and writers: Strategies for classroom intervention 3-6. Portland, ME:
Stenhouse.

Swaffer, J. (1988). Readers, texts and second languages: The interactive
processes. Modern Language Journal, 72(3), 123-149.

Tovani, C. (2000). I read it but I don’t get it.York, ME: Stenhouse.

Tavakol, M., &Dennick, R. (2011). Making sense of cronbach’s alpha. Journal
ofMedical Education, 2(1), 53-55.

Unsri. (2009). Buku pedoman akademik dan kemahasiswaan Universitas
Sriwijaya. Palembang: Universitas Sriwijaya

Wang, X. (2007).Three ways to motivate Chinese students in EFLlIistening
style. Asian EFL Journal, 17(2), 1-16.

49



