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The Analysis of English Reading Text Readability and Students’ 
Reading Level at SMA Negeri 4 Palembang 

 

ABSTRACT 

The objectives of this study were to find out (1) the readability of English 
reading text, (2) the reading level of the students, and (3) the most appropriate 
book for the students. This study was descriptive quantitative research method. 
There were 30 students of the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 4 Palembang 
and 3 different textbooks (Bahasa Inggris, Advanced Learning English 1, and 
Pathway to English 1). The data of this study were collected by taking readability 
test using Microsoft Word 2013 for measuring the reading text readability and 
giving reading test using Jennings Test for finding the reading level of the 
students. The results showed that each book had different readability on each 
reading text, but the readability of the reading texts in Erlangga’s book were the 
most suitable to the students’ reading level. It could be showed that the reading 
levels of the students were 1 to 7, and in Erlangga’s book, it was included 67% of 
appropriate reading texts while others were only 33% and 37%. The result of 
readability score from Pathway to English 1 showed that there were 9 texts; 1 
descriptive text, 3 recount texts, and 5 narrative texts. For descriptive texts, the 
readability score was 13. For recount text, the readability scores were 7, 11, and 
6. The last, for narrative text, the readability scores were 8, 5, 6, 4, and 5. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter describes: (1) the background, (2) the problems, (3) the 

objectives, and (4) significance of the study. 

 

1.1 Background 

According to Perekeme and Agbor (2012), reading provides an advanced 

range of aims in the lives of different types of educated people. Reading is one of 

the most important aspects in life and also in language. The readers can gain lot of 

things: information and knowledge from reading books. Related to Perekeme and 

Agbor, Gupta (2014) states that the center of learning is reading because students 

have to comprehend texts in their academic disciplines. It means that, if the 

students could not read the text well they will not comprehend the lesson and if 

they do not comprehend the lesson, they will fail in that lesson. In English, 

reading is one of the four language skills. It means that reading has an important 

contribution in learning process. In learning English, students have to comprehend 

the texts in the textbook they use to make them get what they learn. In other 

words, the students must read to make them understand about the lesson.  Thus, 

reading is the important aspect in learning English.  

Related to reading skill, teachers should provide media for the students to 

achieve the aim of the lesson. As the second language learners, Indonesian 

students need a guide to learn English, that is a textbook. Chinelo (2016) writes 

the second language learners need books in order to learn the language properly. 

Therefore, teachers use several textbooks to support their teaching. In Indonesia, 

there are some books that can be used in learning English at school. One of them 

is the textbook published by Ministry of Education and Culture of Indonesia – 

Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan Indonesia. There are also other 

textbooks from other publishers, for example the textbook published by Facil and 

Erlangga. 
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In this study, the writer checked the readability from three different 

textbooks. They were Bahasa Inggris published by Ministry of Education, 

Advanced Learning English 1 published by Facil, and Pathway to English 1 

published by Erlangga. The writer chose the three books because those were used 

at SMA Negeri 4 Palembang. 

All of the textbooks have different readability. Perekeme and Agbor 

(2012) state that one of the components that wrap up the object understanding by 

the students is readability level of a book. Readability is a measure of how well 

and how easily a text transfers the meaning to the reader (Ewie, 2014). Related to 

Ewie, Freahat (2014) states that the texts that are easy to understand have low 

readability level, and the texts that are difficult to understand have high 

readability level. It means that, the lowest level is the easiest to be understood and 

the highest level is the most difficult to be understood. In order to find the 

readability level, there are some formulas that can be used to magnitude the 

readability level of the book. The examples of the formulas are Flesch-Kincaid 

Formula, Flash Reading Ease Formula, and SMOG Formula.  

It is crucial that the textbook readability is suitable for the students‘ 

reading comprehension for whom the books are designed (Freahat, 2014). 

Furthermore, Husna (2016) says that the low reading performance in Indonesia is 

caused by some factors and one of the factors is the readability level. It was found 

that some textbooks that are used at school are not appropriate for the students. 

Rahmawati and Lestari (2014) conducted the study in Surabaya and found that the 

readability of textbook that is used by the tenth grade students is for the seventh 

grade students. It means that the tenth grade students can read the texts easily. 

Related to Rahmawati and Lestari, Amaniy (2014) found that there are only 4 out 

of 32 reading texts in the textbook published by Erlangga that are appropriate for 

the eleventh grade students. The writer also had interviewed some students at 

SMA Negeri 4 Palembang and found that there are 7 students out of 10 students 

said that they got difficulties to get the meaning of the texts from their textbook. It 

means that the reading texts are not readable for the students. Thus, the first 

important thing the teachers should know is the difficulty level of the textbooks 
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that will be used. On the other hand, readability level is the primary aspect in 

choosing a textbook for the students. Teachers should check whether the textbook 

is suitable for the students or not. 

In the textbooks there are many kinds of texts. Based on Kurikulum 2013, 

there are 3 kinds of text that must be learned by the tenth grade students. They are 

descriptive text, recount text, and narrative text. In this study, the writer measured 

the readability level of each kind of text. In order to find the readability level, 

there are some formulas that can be used to magnitude the readability level of a 

text. The examples of the formula are Flesch-Kincaid Formula, Flash Reading 

Ease Formula, and SMOG Formula. From the readability test, the writer found out 

the readability of each text from each textbook. 

This study did not only focus on readability level but also on students‘ 

reading level. After finding the readability of each text, the writer gave a test to 

the students in order to see their reading level. Reading level means the level of 

the ability in interpreting a text correctly (Chinelo, 2016). The writer also 

conducted the reading level test because in Indonesia there is no standardized 

reading level in the curriculum. If the writer used the reading level based on the 

native speakers, it was not fair because the reading level of the American or 

British students is definitely different from the reading level of Indonesian 

students. 

 In this study the writer used Jennings Test to find out the reading level of 

the students. Jennings Test is part of Informal Reading Inventory (IRI) test. There 

are 3 parts of this test, they are word list, oral reading, and silent reading. Even 

though there are 3 parts of test, the writer used only the first part that was world 

list because that was the only part that could find the reading level of the students. 

The last, after measuring the readability of the reading texts in the 

textbooks that were used for the tenth grade students and finding the reading level 

of the students, the writer decided which book is the most suitable for the tenth 

grade students.  

In line with the description above, the writer was interested in conducting 

a study entitled “The Analysis of English Reading Text Readability and 
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Students’ Reading Level at SMA Negeri 4 Palembang.” The purposes of this 

study were to find out the readability of English reading text from 3 books 

(Bahasa Inggris, Advanced Learning English 1, and Pathway to English 1), the 

reading level of the students, and the most appropriate textbook for the students. 

 

1.2 The Problem of the Study 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates the problem 

of the study as follow: 

1. What is the readability of English reading texts in the textbooks used for 

the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 4 Palembang? 

2. What is the reading level of the students of SMA Negeri 4 Palembang? 

3. Which book is the most appropriate for the tenth grade students of SMA 

Negeri 4 Palembang? 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problem above, the objectives of the study are to find out: 

1. The readability level of reading texts from the textbooks that is used for 

the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 4 Palembang. 

2. The reading levek of the students of SMA Negeri 4 Palembang. 

3. The textbook that is most appropriate to the tenth grade students of SMA 

Negeri 4 Palembang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

It is expected that the result of this study gave information to the teacher 

about the readability of the textbook that they are used in teaching and learning 

process at school and information about selecting the suitable textbook for the 

students. In addition, hopefully the teacher knew whether the textbook they used 

in their teaching and learning activity is appropriate or not. For the students, it is 

hoped that it helped the students to measure their reading level. From this study, 

hopefully the writer knew more about readability, reading level, and how to 



5 
 

choose the suitable textbook for students. The last, the writer hope that this study 

became a guideline in conducting readability study for the next writers. 
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