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IMPROVING DESCRIPTIVE READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT
OF THE TENHT GRADE STUDENTS OF SMA ISLAM AZ-ZAHRA 1
PALEMBANG BY USING LOCAL CULTURE MATERIALS

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out whether or not there was a significant
improvement in descriptive students’ reading comprehension achievement and the aspects
of reading comprehension after they were taught by using Local Culture Materials. This
study also was to find out whether or not there was a significant difference in descriptive
reading comprehension achievement between the students who were taught by using local
culture materials and those who were not. This study was a quasi-experimental research
method that applied non-equivalent control group research design. The population of this
study was the tenth-grade students of a private senior high school in Palembang in
academic year 2017-2018 and the number of sample was 70 students, who were selected
by using convenience sampling technique. A reading comprehension test was used to
collect the data which were analyzed statistically by using paired and independent sample
t-tests. The results of this study revealed that there was a significant improvement in
descriptive reading comprehension achievement and the aspects of reading
comprehension after the students were taught by using local culture materials. There was
also a significant difference in descriptive reading comprehension achievement between
the students who were taught by using local culture materials and those who were not.
Therefore, it can be concluded that Local Culture Materials were effective in improving
descriptive reading comprehension achievement.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the background, the problems of the study, the

objectives of the study, and the significance of the study.

1.1  Background

In Indonesia, English is an obligatory subject for secondary school. The
students learn the four language skills of English namely, listening, reading,
speaking, and writing. To master all the skills is not easy. According to
Krashen and Terrel (1983, p. 131), reading offers a contribution to the overall
competence of the four language skills. It means that reading skill can build other
language skills. It is in line with Harmer (2001) who states that reading helps
provide the opportunities to study such things as vocabulary, grammar,
punctuation, and the way sentences, paragraph, and text are constructed.

The importance of reading is stated by Komiyama (2009) who says,
“Reading 1s an important skill for English language learners in today’s world; it
supports the development of overall proficiency and provides access to crucial
information at work and in school” (p.32). It means, through reading students can
gain much information to support their learning activities. In addition,
Cunningham and Stanovich (2001, p. 147) assert “ people who read a lot will
enhance their verbal intelligence; that is reading makes them smarter”.

Nuttal (as cited in Antoni, 2010, p. 40) says that one of very important of
reading purposes is to get meaning from a text. Valentine, Rosmalina, and Hayati,
(2015) also claim that, in reading the readers are not only simply seeing the word
and translating them but also comprehending what is seen and deciphered on the
text. It can be said that the idea of reading is comprehending the text because there
Is no reading without comprehension. This statement is in line with Lakhsmi and

Rao (2006, p. 7), who say, “reading without comprehension is not reading at all”.



Consequently, as Duran (2013) mentions, reading and comprehension are
associated to each other like cause and effect relation. It means reading and
comprehension truly have connections because the goal of reading is to gain overall
understanding of what is described in the text. To do so, the students need to read the
whole text. Additionally, Bulut (2017) says, “reading comprehension is students’ act
of thinking and constructing meanings in pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading
stages". It means to comprehend the text, the readers could not focus on one stage
only, but they have to think critically in all those three stages.

As mentioned earlier, English reading skill is important that it can support the
learning of the other language skills. However, the fact shows that reading literacy of
Indonesian students is considered low. Data from Education First English Proficiency
Index (EF EPI) (2016) on the adult English proficiency among 72 countries shows that
Indonesia is in the 32" rank. It is categorized as moderate proficiency with the score
only 52.91. This data can suggest that Indonesian students’ English proficiency is still
low.

The unsatisfactory English proficiency can be caused by the difficulties faced
by Indonesian students in learning English as a foreign language. English is not used
in all aspects of daily life especially in reading. For example, in schools, the language
used in form of reading like textbooks which are learned by the students is not written
in English except their English textbook. So that, it might be the reason why the
students get problem in understanding the English text. Jafari and Shokhpour (2012)
describe that students failures in understanding the English texts are because they are
lack of English proficiency, unfamiliarity with the content of the text, and less
effective reading strategies use. Jayanti (2016) who did a study to examine and
compare students’ and teachers’ perception regarding students’ reading difficulties in
Bengkulu concluded that some factors that make reading difficult for students are
vocabulary knowledge, syntactic and semantic analysis of text, making inferential
meaning, strategy use and students feeling during reading.

Reading skill is undoubtedly one of the important factors which should be
considered seriously in learning English. According to the Indonesian National School



Based-Curriculum 2006, the senior high school students’ learn English on the
informational level. In this level, the students are required to be able to get any
information in English. The students should also have the ability to understand and
create various short functional texts, such as procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative,
report, news items, and analytical exposition. In this study, the focus was on
descriptive text.

According to Sari (2014), descriptive text is one kind of text that should be
learned in the first semester of the tenth-grade students in Curriculum 2013. However,
the students still get problems in learning descriptive text. To get more information
about the problem, the writer did an informal interview with the English teacher of the
private senior high school where the writer conductedSMA Az-Zahra 1 Palembang.
According to her, the problems in teaching descriptive text are: First, the students still
get confused how to distinguish text types and its features. Second, the students get
difficulty to comprehend the texts because they lacked of vocabulary. Third, the
students get bored to read because the topic is not familiar. Moreover, the writer also
gave a written survey to the students X IPA1 and X IPA 2 randomly. Based on the
survey, most of the students were confused to choose the object that they need to
describe and they did not have any information on it. Second, they did not have
strategies how to describe the thing. Last but not least, they lacked of vocabulary and
did not know which tenses are going to be used. Based on these problems, it is crucial
to have the strategies and interesting and familiar materials to improve the students’
descriptive reading comprehension achievement. Descriptive text is a text which
describe a particular person, animal, place or thing (Sari, 2014, p. 98).

To overcome the problems above, the writer focused her study on teaching
descriptive text by using local culture materials. Choundhry (2014) says that culture
refers to an appreciation of good literature, music, art, and food. Meanwhile, Baker
(2003) states Culture is relevant to information with regard to the target or foreign
culture, including music, dance, human beings’ way of life, festivals, geography,
history, and vice versa. In addition, local belongs to or connected with the particular

place or area that people are talking about or with the place that people live (Oxford



dictionary, 2010, p. 873). Therefore, local culture refers to the human beings’ way of
life, festival, historical place, history, art, music, dance, and food which come from
particular area. For example, in Palembang, there are Monumen Perjuangan Rakyat
(MONPERA) and Siguntang Hill as a historical place, Pempek or Fishcake as the
traditional food, and Songket and Jumputan as traditonal fabric from Palembang.

Cahyono (2013) argues that the reason why there are some authors emphasize
the use of local culture in teaching of EFL in Indonesian is in order to preserve the
EFL learner’s cultural identity. In addition, Dalimunte and Tipka as cited in Cahyono
(2013) mention that teaching English through local culture gives a number advantages
such as activating the students’ background knowledge, making the students interested
and motivated them to talk about their own culture and providing relevant materials
for the needs of many students. refers to the human beings’ way of life, festival,
historical place, history, art, music, dance, and food which come from particular area.

The use of local culture materials in teaching descriptive text is really
beneficial. As explained in previous paragraph, local culture is about the human
beings’ way of life, festival, historical place, history, art, music, dance, and food which
come from particular area. Hence, it is likely helped the students to learn descriptive
text. Besides the reading text can attract the students’ interest because it is familiar to
them, it also will improve their English ability to learn descriptive text. Based on the
finding of Estuarso, Basthomi, and Widiati (2016) who did a research on students’
reading materials needs at SMP N 5 Ngawen (Yogyakarta), 61% of the students
admitted that they needed reading materials about their local culture as learning source
materials, 73 like reading English about their own culture in English, and 85 about
places familiar to their experience. They also found the most popular topics that the
students’ needed to learn were about tourism or place of interests referring to
descriptive text. Therefore, it can be said that the use of local culture materials is the
best way for teaching descriptive text.

However, bringing local culture materials into the classroom teaching still in
problems since the existence of local culture which contains local culture materials

still limited. It is proved by study done by Syahri and Susanti (2016) who did an



analysis study about local and target culture integration in English textbook for senior
high school in Palembang. In this study, nine books series with different publisher
were analyzed. The result shows that five of books have higher percentage of Local
Culture which presented through reading passage, meanwhile, under pictures analysis,
six of them promote more salient in Target Culture. It can be said that the local culture
materials is less existence then target culture.

The less existence of local culture materials in English textbook has become
the reason for additionaly a study focusing on developing teaching materials with
local-culture based. For example, Ningtiyas (2016) who was a Magister student at
Pasca Sarjana UNSRI focused her study on developing Palembang local culture-based
instructional descriptive reading material. Her study showed that the texts created were
highly valid in terms content and construct. It was also highly practical and effective
for the students of level four reading level as measured by Flesch Grade Level
Readability Formula. Another study was done by Monica (2016) who developed local
based based-instructional graded reading materials for reading level three based
agricultural products from Lubuklinggau. The result of her study also found similar
results as Ningtiyas (2015). It revealed that the content and construct was highly
validity, the materials development was highly practical, and the field test of the
evaluation was effective.

Because the focus of this study was improving descriptive text reading
comprehension achievement by using local culture from Palembang, the writer
decided to use the materials develoved by Ningtiyas (2016) as the teaching materials.
Hence, the writer conducted the research entitled “Improving Descriptive Reading
Comprehension Achievement of the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Islam Az-Zahra 1
Palembang by Using Local Culture Materials. However, as mentioned in previous
paragraphs, local culture materials have many aspects such as historical place, way of
life, festival, music, dance, art, and food and in this study the writer focused on
teaching local culture materials through art that is Palembang traditional fabric created
by Ningtiyas, Diem, and Vianty (2016).



1.2

The Problems of the Study

The problems of this study are formulated in the following questions:

1.

1.3

14

Is there any significant improvement in descriptive reading comprehension
achievement of the tenth-grade students of SMA Islam Az-Zahra 1 Palembang
between before and after they were taught by using local culture materials?

Is there any significant improvement in each aspect of descriptive reading
comprehension achievement of the tenth-grade students of SMA Islam Az-Zahra
1 Palembang between before and after they were taught by using local culture
materials?

Is there any significant difference in descriptive reading comprehension
achievement of the tenth-grade students of SMA Islam Az-Zahra 1 Palembang

who were taught by using local culture materials and those who were not?

The Objectives of the Study

Based on the problems above, the objectives of the study are:
To find out whether or not there is any significant improvement in descriptive
reading comprehension achievement of the tenth-grade students of SMA Islam
Az-Zahra 1 Palembang between before and after they are taught by using local
culture materials.
To find out whether or not there is any significant improvement in each aspect of
descriptive reading comprehension achievement of the tenth-grade students of
SMA Islam Az-Zahra 1 Palembang between before and after they were taught by
using local culture materials
To find out whether or not there is any significant difference in descriptive
reading comprehension achievement of the tenth-grade students of SMA Islam
Az-Zahra 1 Palembang who were taught by using local culture materials and those

who were not.

Significance of the research



Hopefully, this study can give insight to the students and English teacher and
other researchers. Through local culture, first, the students can comprehend the text
well and can preserve their cultural identity. Second, the teacher will have new
teaching materials that can be applied in teaching classroom. Finally, this study can be

referenced for researchers who are interested in the same study.



References

Al Amin, A. F. (2017). Local culture stories as alternative reading materials for
students: A contextual teaching and learning for high and low interest. Journal
of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, 3(1), 20-27.

Anderson, N. (2003) Reading. In D. Nunan (Ed.), Practical English language teaching
(pp. 67-84). Singapore: McGraw-Hill.

Antoni, N. (2010). Exploring teachers’ strategies in teaching reading comprehension.
Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan. 11(2), 39-51.

BSNP. (2006). Panduan penyusunan kurikulum tingkat satuan pendidikan jenjang
pendidikan dasar dan menengah. Jakarta: Author.

Baker, W. (2003). Should culture be an overt component of EFL instruction outside of
English speaking countries? The Thai context. Asian EFL Journal, 5(4), 1-25.
Retrieved from http://www.asian-EFL-journal.com/dec_03_ whb.pdf

Brown, H. D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to language
pedagogy (2" ed.). White Plains, NY: Addison Wesley Longman.

Bulut, A. (2017). Improving 4th grade primary school students’ reading
comprehension skill. Universal Journal of Education Research, 5(1), 23-30.
Retrieved from http://www.hrpub.org/download/20161230/UJER3-
19507582.pdf

Bums. P. C., & Roe, B. D. (1999). Bums/Roe informal reading inventory: Preprimer to twelfth grade.
Retrieved from http:/Amww.newtunings.comv/s7Aveb/TopLevel/Grade
%20LevelssADDITIONAL_ASSESSMENTS/Reading/Burns.and.Roe/Burns.an
d.Roe.Independent.Reading.Inventory.pdf

Cahyono, B. Y., & Widiati. U. (2006). The teaching of EFL reading in the
Indonesian context: The state of the art. TEFLIN Journal,17(1), 36- 57.
Retrieved from
http://www.journal.teflin.org/index.php/journal/article/download/58/52

Cahyono, B. Y. (2013). Teaching English by using culture contents. Malang: State
University of Malang Press/ Indonesia.

Cohen, L. (2007). Research methods in education (6™ ed.). New York, NY: Routledge.

Cohen, L., Manion,. L., & Marisson, K. (2007). Research methods in education (6"
ed). New York, NY: Routledge.

Cortazzi, M., & Jin, L. (1999). Cultural mirrors: Materials and methods in the

40


http://www.asian-efl-journal.com/dec_03_wb.pdf
http://www.hrpub.org/download/20161230/UJER3-19507582.pdf
http://www.hrpub.org/download/20161230/UJER3-19507582.pdf

EFL classroom. In E. Hinkel (Ed.). Culture in second language teaching (pp.
196-219). Cambride: CUP.

Choundhry, U. R. (2014). The role of culture in teaching and learning of English as a
foreign language. Express: An International Journal of Multi-Disciplinary
Research. 1(4), 1-20. Retrieved from http://www.express-journal.com

Cunningham, A. E., & Stanovich, K. E. (2001). What reading does for mind. Journal
of Direct Instruction, 1(2), 137-149.

Cresswell, J. W. (2005). Education research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating
quantitative and qualitative research (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson
Education Inc.

Cresswell, J. W. (2012). Education research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating
quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson.

Duran, E. (2013). Efficiency in reading comprehension of students’ competency in
reading printed and digital texts. Academic Journals, 8(6), 258-269. Retrieved
from http://www.academicjornals.org/ERR

EF English Proficiency Index (EF EPI). (2016). The world’s /argest English ranking
of skills. Retrieved from http://www.ef.co.id/epi/

Estuarso, D., Basthomi, Y., & Widiati, U. (2017). When local goes global: English
teachers as cultivators of local culture in a globalized region. The 4"
International Conference on Language, Society, and Culture in Asian Contexts,
KnE Social Sciences (pp. 60-69). doi:10.18502/kss.v1i3.725.

Fraenkel, J. R., & Wallen, N. E. (1990). How to design and evaluate research in
education. New York., NY: Mc. Graw-Hill Inc.

Harmer, J. (1991). The practice of English language teaching. London: Longman.

Harmer, J. (2001). How to teach English: An introduction to the practice of English
language teaching (7th ed.). New York, NY: Addison Wesley Longman.

Hornby, A. S. (2010). Oxford advandced learner’s dictionary (8th ed.). New York,
NY': Oxford University Press.

Hooper, M., Mullis, LV.S.,, & Martin, O. M. (2016). PIRLS 2016 context
questionnaire framework. Retrieved from
https://timssandpirls.bc.edu/pirls2016/downloads/P16_FW_Chap2.pdf

Hulleman, C. S., Harackiewicz, J. S. (2009). Promoting interest and performance in
high school science classess. International Journal of Science Education.
326(5958), 1410-1412. doi: 10.1126/science.1177067

41


http://www.express-jornal.com/
http://www.academicjornals.org/ERR
http://www.ef.co.id/epi/

Jayanti, F. G. (2016). Reading difficulties: students’ and teachers’ perception.
Proceedings of the 4™ International Seminar on English language and Teaching
Conference (pp. 296-301). Padang, West Sumatra, Indonesia Retrieved from
http://ejournal.unp.ac.id/index.php/selt/article/view/6939

Jafari, S. M., & Shokrpour, N. (2012). The reading strategies used by Iranian ESP
students to comprehend authentic expository text in English. International
Journal of Applied Linguistics and English Literature,1(4), 102-113. Retrieved
from http://www.journals.aiac.org.au/index.php/IJALEL/article/view/756/686

Jennings, J. (2001). Jennings informal reading assessement. Retrieved from
http://wps.ablongman.com/wps/medi/objects/2668/2753469/Richek_AppD.pdf

Jordan, G.E., Snow, C.E. & Porsche, M.V. (2000). Project EASE: The effect of a
family literacy project on kindergarten students' early literacy skills. Reading
Research Quarterly, 35(524-546). doi: 10.1598/RRQ.35.4.5.

Krashen, S. D., & Terrell, T.D. (1983). The natural approach: Language acquisition in
the classroom. San Francisco, CA: Pergamon, Almany. Retrieved from
http://www.osea-cite.org/class/SELT_materials/SELT_Reading_Krashen_.pdf

Krammsch, C. (2012). The cultural component of language. Language, Culture and
Curriculum, 8(2), 83-92. doi.org/10.1080/07908319509525192

Komiyama, R. (2009). CAR: A means for motivating students to read. English
Teaching Forum, 47(3), 32-36. Retrieved from
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/09-47-3-f.pdf

Kusmaningsih, F. (2014). Increasing reading descriptive text achievement of the
eighth graders of SMP Negeri 15 Palembang through RAP technique
(Unpublished undergraduate thesis). Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
Sriwijaya University, Indralaya, Indonesia.

Lakhsmi, L. B., & Rao, D.B. (2006). Reading and comprehension. New Delhi:
Discovery Publishing House.

Leipzig, D. H. (2001, January). What is Reading? [Weblog post] Retrieved from
http:// http://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-reading

Lenz, K. (2005). Reading Comprehension. Retrieved from
http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/?g=instruction/reading_comprehension

McKay, S. L. (2004). Teaching English as an international language: The role of
culture in asian contexts. The Journal of Asia TEFL, 1(1) , 1-22. Retrieved from
http://www.asiatefl.org/main/download_pdf.php?i=1&c=1391753773

42


http://www.journals.aiac.org.au/index.php/IJALEL/article/view/756/686
http://wps.ablongman.com/wps/medi/objects/2668/2753469/Richek_AppD.pdf
http://www.osea-cite.org/class/SELT_materials/SELT_Reading_Krashen_.pdf
http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/?q=instruction/reading_comprehension
http://www.asiatefl.org/main/download_pdf.php?i=1&c=1391753773

Mc. Millan, J. H., & Schumacher, S. (2010). Research in education: Education based
inquiry (7" ed). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education. Inc.

Monica, S. (2016). Developing local culture-based instructional graded reading
materials for reading level three students (Unpublished Magister’s Thesis).
Sriwijaya University, Palembang.

Ningtiyas, U. K. (2016). Developing local culture-based instructional descriptive
reading materials for reading level four students (Unpublished Magister’s thesis).
Sriwijaya University, Palembang.

Ningtyas, U. K., Diem, C.D., & Vianty, M. (2016). Local culture-based readings:
Palembang traditional fabrics (Unpublished Book). Sriwijaya University,
Palembang.

Patel, M.F., & Jain, P. M. (2008). English language teaching (Methods, tools, and
techniques). Retrieved from
http://perpus.stkipkusumanegara.ac.id/file_digital/Buku%20Digital%2022.pdf.

Pardo, L. S., (2004). What every teacher needs to know about comprehension.
International Reading Association, 58(3), 272-280. doi:10.1598/RT.58.3.5

Pang, E. S., Muaka. A., Bernhardt. E. B., & Kamil, M. L. (2003). Teaching reading:
International academy of education. Zurich, ZH: Switzerland. Retrieved from
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/International/Publications/pubhome.htm

Palani, K. K. (2012). Promoting reading habits and creating literate society.
International Refereed Research Journal, 3(2), 90-94. Retrieved from
http://www.researchersworld.com./vol3/issue2/vol3_issue2_1/Paper_10.pdf

Pardiyono. (2007). Pasti bisa: The art of teaching [e-book]. Retrieved from
http://books.google.co.id/books?

Pitaloka, N. L. (2015). Developing interactive multimedia with local-content-based
narrative texts for the eighth grade students (Master’s Thesis). Retrieved from
http://ejournal. Unsri.ac.id/index.php/lingua/article/download/1994/834

Queensland Studies Authority. (2010). Teaching reading and viewing [e-book].
Retrieved from
http://www.gsa.qld.edu.au/downloads/p10/engl_teach_read view_comprehension
pdf

Royani, M. (2013). The use of local culture texts for enthusiastic English reading
teaching. The International Journal of Social Science, 7(1), 2305-4557. Retrieved
from www.Tijoss.com

43


http://perpus.stkipkusumanegara.ac.id/file_digital/Buku%20Digital%2022.pdf
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/International/Publications/pubhome.htm
http://www.researchersworld.com./vol3/issue2/vol3_issue2_1/Paper_10.pdf
http://ejournal/
http://www.tijoss.com/

Rajabi, S., & Ketabi, S. (2012). Aspects of cultural elements in prominent English
textbooks for EFL setting. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 2(4), 705-
712. d0i:10.4304/tpls.2.4.705-712.

Rugayaman. (2012, Desember 8). Definition, structure, and language features
descriptive, narrative, procedure, report, and recount. [Web log post]. Retrieved
from https://rugayamanan.wordpress.com/2012/12/08/definiton-structure-and-
languange-features-descriptive-narrative-procedure-report-and-recount/

Sari, K. D. (2014). BEPENA buku penilaian autentik. Jakarta: Erlangga.

Schallert, D. L., & Martin, D. B. (2003). A psychological analysis of what teachers
and students do in language arts classroom. In J. Flood, D. Lapp, J.R. Squire, &
J.M. Jensen (Eds.), Handbook of research on teaching the English language arts
(pp. 31-45). Mahwa, NJ: Erlbaum.

Snow, C. (2002). Reading for understanding: Toward an R and D program in reading
comprehension. Retrieved from
http:/www.rand.org/pubs/monograph_reports/2005/MR1465.pdf

Syahri, 1., & Susanti, R. (2016). An analysis of local and target culture integration in
the English textbooks for senior high school in Palembang. Journal of Education
and Human Development, 5(2), 97-102. doi: 10.15640/jehd.v5n2all.

Sumarsih., & Sanjaya, D. (2013). TPS as an effective technique to enhance the
students’ achievement on writing descriptive text. English Language Teaching,
6(12), 106-113. doi:10.5539/elt.v6n12p106.

Stanley, L. (1988). Ways to writing. New York, NY: Macmillan.

Ur, P. (1996). English language teaching theory and practice. Cambridge, England:
Cambride University Press.

Xiao, Z. (2010). Cultural contents of an in-use EFL textbook and English major
students’ attitudes and perceptions towards culture learning at jiangxi University
of Science and Technology (Master’s thesis). Hat Yai, China: Prince Songkhala
University

Valentine, A., Rosmalina, I., & Hayati, R. (2015). Students’ inferential comprehension
and reading comprehension. Journal of English Literacy Education, 2(1), 33-39.
Retrieved from http://ejournal.unsri.ac.id/index.php/jenglish/article/view/2215

Wardiman, A., Jahur, M. B., & Djusma, M. S. (2008). English in focus for grade VIII
junior high school. Jakarta: Pusat Perbukuan Dapartemen Pendidikan Nasional.

44



