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This study was a research and development (R&D) study 

aimed at finding out the validity, practicality, and potential 

effect of the developed Palembang-local-culture narrative 

reading materials about Palembang food. Less reading 

materials related to local culture and students’ needs was the 

main reason of doing this study. This study involved three 

phases including analysis, design, and evaluation and 

revision phases. The formative evaluation was done through 

one-to-one evaluation, small group evaluation, and field trial. 

The subjects of this study were eleventh graders of SMA 

Srijaya Negara Palembang. The validity was done in expert 

review. The validity score of the developed product was 3,20 

which was categorized as high validity level. The practicality 

was conducted in one-to-one and small group evaluation. 

The practicality of one-to-one evaluation was 3,6 which was 

at very high practical level and the practicality in small 

group evaluation was 3,7 which was at very high practical 

level. The result in field trial was categorized as effective. It 

showed that there were 18 students (78,26%) out of 23 

students in field trial reached the MMC (Minimum Mastery 

Criterion) which was 75. In brief, the developed reading 

material was considered valid, highly practical and potential.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Language and culture cannot be separated. They are interconnected. Culture is the basis of 

communication since the meaning conveyed in language used depends on society where they live, and 

the communication is delivered through language (Rajabi & Ketabi, 2006, as cited in Shahed, 2013). 

Culture rules, promotes, or even obstructs the communication. The knowledge of culture will later 

determine language forms in different conditions and circumstances. It is not surprising that Zu and 

Kong (2009) declare the unfeasibility of foreign language acquisition with the absence of cultural 
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understanding. In other words, teaching language is never been done without the elements of its 

culture. 

However, the number of local culture materials is still inadequate. Dehbozorgi, et al (2014) 

discovered the emphasis on target than source or local culture by analyzing three different textbooks. 

There was a mismatch between the content and students’ interest so that cultural content becomes 

another concern. Related to these phenomena, teacher can either adapt or develop local culture reading 

materials to improve students’ comprehension. The concerns of either adapting or developing reading 

materials rely on the topics and format. 

The culturally localized reading material is beneficial for students, mostly for beginner students. 

Local culture is preferred by students, and it directs to employment of local culture as the theme of 

reading materials (Rattanaphumma, 2006). Moreover, a study by Erten and Razi (2009) revealed that 

local culture which is familiar to students is more comprehensible. In line with this idea, Wulandari, et 

al (2018) discovered that incorporating local culture into reading can improve students' reading 

comprehension. In short, the familiarity of the content of reading materials leads to enjoyment and 

comprehension due to schemata theory. 

One of the local cultures that can be developed as a narrative text is food. Indonesia is well-known 

for its culture. It has different traditional cuisines from different cities. The examples of traditional 

cuisines are rendang, pempek, sate, gudeg, etc. As one of the cities that has its unique and delicious 

cuisines, Palembang needs people with English competence both in spoken and written in order to 

promote its local culture.  It is then considered important to develop English reading materials related to 

traditional food in Palembang. 

Developing reading materials related to students’ need is important. “Materials in the teaching-

learning process are considered as the heart of it” (Rhahima, 2021, p. 21). In line with this idea, 

Simarmata (2016) stated that teachers, materials writers, and even producers are now trying to create 

attractive materials because they think that attractive materials will bring about great success in EFL 

teaching. So, it is important to develop the appropriate learning materials with the students’ needs. 

Therefore, students are more motivated in learning if the materials are suitable for them.  

Furthermore, there are some previous related studies done by other researchers (Indriyani, 2016; 

Mariana, 2017; and Sitepu, 2018). One of them was conducted by Sitepu, et al (2018), who designed 

narrative reading materials for students at SMKN 8 Medan. This study aimed to develop reading 

materials needed for students at SMKN 8 Medan. The researcher used Research and Development 

(R&D) design through six phases. The result of this study was the developed product was categorized 

as relevant or appropriate for the eleven grade students at SMKN 8 Medan. 

This present study focused on developing a supplementary reading material on the traditional 

food in Palembang. As previously mentioned, the number of local culture materials is still inadequate. 

So, this study was also aimed to fill the gap where the reading materials related to local culture was still 

inadequate. It was also aimed to enrich students’ knowledge about Palembang local culture through the 

developed reading texts. Therefore, the students will be more familiar with traditional food in 

Palembang. Hence, they also can promote Palembang local culture. Related to the developed reading 

material, three research questions had been developed. They were (1) Was the developed reading 

material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang valid? (2) Was the developed reading material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative 

text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang practical? and (3) Did the developed 

reading material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya 

Negara Palembang have potential effect? Based on the research questions, the objectives of the study 

were to find out the validity, practicality, potential effect of the developed reading materials with 

Palembang-local-culture in narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang  

Developing the materials is one of the ways to make the learning materials meet the students’ 

needs. It is in line with Tomlinson (2016), who states that in order to provide the teaching materials that 

are suitable for the students, material development is used. According to Checaria (2020), one of the 
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research methods used in the education field is development research. In the past, materials 

development practitioners were either teachers with little awareness of applied linguistics or applied 

linguists with little awareness of teaching and learning. Nowadays there are many materials 

development experts who have considerable experience and expertise as teachers, as materials 

development practitioners and as materials development researchers and there have been a number of 

conferences recently in which materials development principles and procedures have been both 

discussed in theory and demonstrated in action (e.g., the MATSDA Conference on Applied Linguistics 

and Materials Development at the University of Limerick in 2012 and the MATSDA Conference on SLA 

and Materials Development at the University of Liverpool in 2014). 

There are four skills that are needed to be mastered by students when they learn a language. One 

of the skills is reading. According to Nunan (2003), reading is a process when the readers are combining 

information from the text and their prior knowledge to build meaning fluently. In addition, Grabe 

(2009) stated that reading is a main process of comprehending a text. As the important skill, reading 

brings the reader to get a lot of knowledge and information by comprehending. "Reading proficiency is 

essential for a wide variety of human activities – from following instructions in a manual; to finding out 

who, what, when, where and why of an event; to communicating with others for a specific purpose or 

transaction," (OECD, 2019). 

Wijayanti (2020, as cited in Azizah, et al, 2021) believes that teachers are expected to have various 

ways in teaching reading in order to make students comprehend the reading text. One of the ways is to 

develop reading materials. By improving reading skill, learners will make greater progress and 

development in all other areas of learning. In addition, Hedge (2003) stated that any reading component 

of an English language course may include a set of learning goals for the ability to read a wide range of 

texts in English. Moreover, Varita (2017) concludes that reading comprehension needs to involve some 

knowledge, prior knowledge, text structured knowledge, and an active search for information. 

Narrative text is one of the genres taught at the eleventh grade. It is a text that tells a story, 

entertains and provides a literally impression (Mufauwazah, 2020). The purpose of narrative text is to 

amuse and entertain the readers. 

The generic structures of narrative text are orientation, complication (sequence of events), 

resolution and re-orientation (Noviansari, 2012). In the orientation, the main characters, the minor 

characters, and the settings are described. The problems of the story start to arise in the complication 

part. Then, the narrator describes how the characters react to the problems. It describes the characters’ 

feelings and how they react. The events can also be described in chronological order. Next, in resolution 

part, the implication may be resolved. The last part is re-orientation or it also can be said as coda, it is 

the ending as well as the conclusion of the story. 

McKay (2000) categorizes three types of cultural materials. They are target culture, local culture, 

and international target culture materials. Target culture materials are the cultural aspects of intended 

language being learned. It can be British or American culture. In contrast, local culture is students’ 

native culture, either regional or national culture. Lastly, international target culture materials involve 

culture other than target and local culture.  

The need of local culture in EFL learning setting is in the basis of developing students’ awareness 

toward their own culture to socialize with global citizen. In other words, the aim of local culture 

involvement is students are able to communicate effectively through their own culture and beliefs 

(Clouet, 2006). 

There are various possibilities of the format of reading materials. Rajabi and Ketabi (2006) 

suggested that local culture reading materials can be in form of informative or descriptive text, attitudes 

and opinions texts, human-interest texts which are authentic of fictitious with details of everyday life. 

To sum up, the format chosen is varied depended on the objective of language teaching. 
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2. METHODS  

In accordance with the problems and the goals of this study, this study used educational research 

and development (R&D) design with the aim of finding out whether or not (1) the developed reading 

material with Palembang-local-culture in narrative text was valid, (2) the developed reading material 

with Palembang-local-culture in narrative text was practical, and (3) the developed reading material 

with Palembang-local-culture in narrative text had potential effect. In this study, the resulted model was 

Palembang-local-culture narrative reading materials for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara 

Palembang. The development of the teaching material was intended to enhance English learning related 

to narrative reading materials in that school. 

This development research process was carried out through seven steps suggested by Borg (1981), 

covering (1) need analysis, (2) materials selection and sequence, (3) material developments, (4) experts 

validation, (5) material revision based on expert verification, (6) try-out and evaluation from practical 

data, (7) final product of local culture materials.  

Then, the design of the study was simplified over three phases, as follows: (1) the analysis phase, 

(2) the design phase, and (3) the evaluation and revision phase.  

This study was carried out at SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang, with the subjects of the research 

were the eleventh-grade students of the SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang.  

 

Table 1. Participants of the Study 

No. Formative Evaluation 

Stages 

Number of 

Students 

Description of the Students 

1. One-to-one 

Evaluation 

3 1 student for each category, i.e: frustrational, 

instructional, and independent 

2. Small Group 9 3 students for each category, i.e: frustrational, 

instructional, and independent 

3. Field Test 23 All students in real class 

TOTAL 35 students 

 

The participants of this study were selected based on their reading level. Their reading levels were 

determined based on reading level tests by using Jennings Informal Reading Assessment which was 

developed by Jennings (2001). The student’s reading level is categorized into three levels: frustrational, 

instructional, and independent reading levels. The students were selected randomly in each reading 

level category. 

To analyze the validity, practicality, and potential effect of the developed product, a questionnaire 

and a reading comprehension test were used as the data collection instruments. In the analysis of the 

validity of the reading text, experts’ evaluations in the form of questionnaire (using a Likert scale 

ranging from 1 to 4 or from totally disagree, to disagree, agree, and totally agree were used.   The 

product was classified as valid if the average score of the questionnaires was not less than 2.51. The 

practicality of the product was determined based on the result of the questionnaire that was given to the 

students in one-to-one and small groups. Students’ response toward the learning activities that used the 

developed materials can understand the materials (Hala, et al, 2015). The product was considered 

practical if the average score is not less than 2.51. Finally, the potential effect of the developed reading 

materials was determined based on the result of the field test. The developed product is considered to 

have the potential effect if the students’ score is not below the passing grade (75) and the total 

percentage of the students who pass the passing grade was 78,26%. 
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3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Analysis Phase 

Instructional Analysis 

In this phase, the writer collected the data or information in the field, identified the problems 

related to the learning material. The writer also analyzed the materials related to narrative text in the 

students’ textbook that they used entitled “Bahasa Inggris”, a textbook provided by the Indonesian 

government. Textbook is one of the important things in teaching and learning process. It is used as a 

guideline for the teachers as well as the students. In line with this idea, Iqbal (2013) mentions that in 

order to reach the target learning optimally, textbook can be used by students to achieve that. From the 

textbook, there was one narrative text entitled “The Enchanted Fish”. The narrative text was available in 

the textbook for eleventh graders but there was no local culture value in the text. The things that were 

analyzed were the number of narrative texts, readability level of the texts, linguistic aspects, and the 

availability of Palembang local content. The writer also analyzed the 2013 Curriculum to determine the 

basic competence, learning indicators and learning objectives for developed materials. 

 

Students’ Need Analysis 

This phase was conducted before designing the materials. It is also called a pre-design survey (Sari, 

2007). It was aimed to find out the students’ needs, interests, lacks and learning styles in learning 

English reading skill. As Widodo (2015) said, "need analysis is used for conceptual consistency.” It 

makes the teachers can be more focus on teaching the students based on the students’ needs since need 

analysis helps the teachers in gathering data of the students. Moreover, those data are interpreted in 

designing, implementing, and reflecting the teaching and learning process. In line with this idea, Otilia 

(2015) states that needs analysis helps teachers in identifying students’ needs and as the foundation that 

leads and increases the learners’ motivation and success. Furthermore, in teaching English for Specific 

Purposes (ESP), the first thing that teachers should determine is the students’ needs. That is the reason 

why needs analysis is used as the basic of ESP (Lapele, 2019).  

Needs analysis is a cornerstone of English for specific purposes because in teaching ESP, the 

teachers need first to determine their students' needs (Lapele, 2019). Therefore, closed-ended 

questionnaire was used in collecting the data. The questionnaire consisted of 15 items was delivered to 

the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang. Therefore, based on the results of students’ 

needs analysis, it can be concluded that developed narrative reading materials (i.e. Palembang local 

culture narrative reading materials) were needed to be developed. 

 

Students’ Reading Level Analysis 

Analyzing students’ reading level before designing the material was needed in order to make the 

developed Palembang local culture narrative reading materials appropriate – neither too difficult nor 

too easy with the students’ reading level. It was also important to analyze students’ reading level to 

choose who were going to be in one-to-one, small group discussion, and field test. Table 2 presents the 

result of the students’ reading test. 

Table 2. The distribution of students’ reading level 

Text Level Reading Stage 

Frustrational 

(Correct number ≤4) 

Instructional 

(Correct number 5-6) 

Independent 

(Correct number 7-8) 

N % N % N % 

Level 2 10 28,57 % 24 68,57 % 1 2,86 % 

Level 3 13 37,14 % 27 48,57 % 5 14,29 % 
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Level 4 5 14,29 % 24 68,57 % 6 17,14 % 

Level 5 20 57,14 % 13 37,14 % 2 5,71 % 

Level 6 27 77,14 % 8 22,86 % 0 0,0 % 

 

From the distribution of the reading level above, it can be seen that students were at instructional 

stage (68,57% of 35 students) for text in level 2, (48,57%) for text in level 3, and (68,57%) for text in level 

4. While, for text in level 5 and 6, students were at frustrational stage which were 57,14% and 77,14%. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that students‟ reading level was at level 2 since the biggest percentage of 

students who belonged to instructional level (level 2). 

 

Design Phase 

After identifying the problems, the next phase is design phase. Here, the writer designed the 

teaching materials and also determined the validity and effectiveness of the teaching materials.  

Palembang-local-culture narrative reading materials were developed based on the students 

reading level. Therefore, Flesch-Kincaid was used in calculating the readability of the narrative reading 

materials, the calculation is done in Web-based readability tool.  

The readability of reading materials is appropriate to students' reading level. Reading 

comprehension questions were constructed. The questions of reading texts were in the format of 

multiple choices and true or false.  

In developing the reading materials, nine reading texts about Palembang traditional food were 

designed. They were Pempek, Celimpungan, Kemplang, Kue Delapan Jam, Maksuba, Tebeng Nerako, 

Srikaya, Kue Lumpang, and Tempoyak. Each reading text consisted of five items of multiple choices 

and five items of true/false questions. 

 

Evaluation and Revision 

In the evaluation phase, the formative evaluation by Tessmer (1993) was used. The formative 

evaluation consisted of 5 steps namely self-evaluation, expert review, one-to-one evaluation, small 

group evaluation, and field test as seen in Figure I below. 

Figure I. Formative Evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Self-evaluation 

In the self-evaluation phase, the writer checked the product by herself in terms of the quality of 

content, construct and media. Some grammatical mistakes and spelling were found. Therefore, 

necessary changes were done to correct the mistakes.  

Expert Review 

The next phase was expert review, the aspect evaluated in this phase was the validity of the 

product (content, construct and media). Mustami (2015) states that the results of the product can be used 
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if it has met the standard of the validity.  The experts who examined the content and media of the 

developed product were lecturers of English Education Study Program at Sriwijaya University. For the 

instructional design, the reviewer was a lecturer in the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education 

majoring in Indonesian Study Program, Sriwijaya University. Thus, three experts were validating the 

product. In the expert review, the product was shown to the experts to be reviewed and they gave their 

judgment to validate the product. Their comments or suggestions were used as a basis for some 

revisions of the product to improve its validity. 

 

One-to-one Evaluation 

In one-to-one evaluation, three eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang were chosen. 

They had different reading levels that represented each reading level, i.e. frustrational, instructional, 

and independent reading levels. This evaluation was conducted to obtain their responses to the 

developed product to know the practicality of the product as well. 

The developed product was given to each student to be reviewed. The students were asked to give 

comments about the strength and weaknesses of the product. After that, they completed the exercises 

given. 

Table 3. Result of questionnaire in one-to-one evaluation 

Aspects No. Average Score Remarks 

The appropriateness between 

materials and students’ needs 

1 3 High Practicality 

2 4 Very High Practicality 

3 4 Very High Practicality 

Content presentation 4 4 Very High Practicality 

5 3,7 Very High Practicality 

6 4 Very High Practicality 

7 3,3 High Practicality 

8 3,7 Very High Practicality 

Exercise and evaluation aspects 9 3,7 Very High Practicality 

10 3 High Practicality 

11 4 Very High Practicality 

12 3 High Practicality 

Attractiveness of the content 13 4 Very High Practicality 

14 3,3 High Practicality 

15 3,7 Very High Practicality 

AVERAGE SCORE  3,6 Very High Practicality 
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In obtaining the practicality of this product, 15 items of questionnaire were given to the students. 

The average score obtained was 3,6 as seen in Table 3 above. It can be concluded that the developing 

Palembang-local-culture narrative reading materials for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya negara 

Palembang were practical with very high category. 

 

Small Group Evaluation 

In this step, the narrative text was evaluated and was revised based on the evaluation in self-

evaluation, expert review and one-to-one evaluation. This evaluation determined the practicality of the 

developed product.  

This phase was similar to one-to-one evaluation. The developed product was delivered to nine 

students who had different reading levels; three students in each reading level. They were asked to 

review and evaluate the developed product. Then, the same questionnaire was delivered to the students 

as well. 

In order to determine the practicality of the product, the result of the questionnaire was calculated. 

As it is shown in Table 4 below, the average score was 3,7. It can be concluded that developing 

Palembang-local-culture narrative reading materials for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya negara 

Palembang were practical with very high category. 
 

Table 4. Result of questionnaire in small group 

Aspects No. Average Score Remarks 

The appropriateness between 

materials and students’ needs 

1 3,6 Very High Practicality 

2 3,6 Very High Practicality 

3 3,2 High Practicality 

Content presentation 4 3,9 Very High Practicality 

5 3,6 Very High Practicality 

6 4 Very High Practicality 

7 3,9 Very High Practicality 

8 3,9 Very High Practicality 

Exercise and evaluation aspects 9 3,7 Very High Practicality 

10 4 Very High Practicality 

11 3,8 Very High Practicality 

12 3,3 High Practicality 

Attractiveness of the content 13 4 Very High Practicality 

14 3,7 Very High Practicality 

15 3,4 High Practicality 

AVERAGE SCORE  3,7 Very High Practicality 
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Field Test Evaluation   

The next was the field test. In this phase, the developed product was evaluated by implementing its 

use in a real teaching activity to teach a narrative text to the eleventh-graders in a real class at SMA 

Srijaya Negara Palembang. This evaluation was meant to know the potential effect of the developed 

product. To sum up, the validity of reading materials was evaluated in the expert review phase, and the 

product was evaluated practically in the one-to-one and small group phase. Meanwhile, the 

effectiveness was evaluated in the field test phase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Result of Field Test Evaluation 

 
It can be seen from Figure 2 above that there was an improvement in students’ score reading 

comprehension achievement after using the developed Palembang local-culture narrative reading 

materials. The number of students who reached the intended outcome score increased after using the 

product which the improvement was from 43,47% in pretest to 78,26% in posttest. In terms of non-

achieving students, there was a decline from 56,52% in pretest to 21,73% in posttest. Thus, it can be 

concluded that the developed Palembang local-culture narrative reading materials had potential effect 

and its potential effect was in ‟very high‟ category.  

4. CONCLUSION 

From the findings and discussion above, it can be concluded that the developed Palembang local 

culture of narrative text for the eleventh graders of SMA Srijaya Negara Palembang was valid, with an 

average score was 3.20. From the validity categorization, the developed product was categorized as high 

validity. The developed product was also practical based on the results of the one-to-one evaluation 

with a score of 3.6, the product had a very high practical level. In the small group evaluation, the 

average score was 3.7. Therefore, it can be assumed that the developed product had a very high 

practical level. Finally, the result of the field test confirmed that the product was valid and had a 

potential effect on students’ reading achievement since 78.26% of students reached the passing grade. 

A number of limitations were identified in relation to this study, including its small scale of 

research participants and its limited topic of developed reading material. However, the findings were 

promising. On this basis, this study recommends further study to be undertaken to investigate 

developed local culture reading materials and their validity, potential, and practicality for students in 

South Sumatra Province. 
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