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ABSTRACT 

The objective of this study was to find out whether or not there was a correlation 

between grammatical mastery and descriptive writing mastery. The population of 

this study was the tenth-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya which consisted 

of 316 students in academic year 2017/2018. The sample of this research was taken 

by using purposive sampling, the writer took three classes according some 

considerations and the total sample is 30% of the total number of the population, 

which were 94 students. The data were obtained by using two kinds of tests, namely 

grammar test and writing test. Then, those were analyzed by using correlation 

analysis by SPSS version 23.0 computer program. The results showed that there 

was a fair significant positive correlation between the students’ grammatical 

mastery and their descriptive writing mastery (r= 0.598 and p-value = 0.000). In 

conclusion, there was a significant correlation between grammatical mastery and 

descriptive writing mastery of the-tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents: (1) background of the study, (2) problem of the 

study, (3) objective of the study, and (4) significance of the study. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Writing is prominent as a difficult language skill among other English 

skills, which are listening, speaking and reading. Because of its difficulty, learning 

how to write well must be taught continuously. This notion is supported by a 

statement from Harris (1974, p. 68) which says that writing is considered as a 

challenging skill including the simultaneous practice of very different abilities 

which some of them are never completely accomplished by many students, even 

in their own language. Davies (2000, p. 96) states that writing also involves basic 

skills such as hand writing or typing, spelling, constructing grammatical sentences 

and punctuating. According to Haegeman and Gueron (2001), grammar is a 

system of rules and principles which is the basis of all sentences of a language. 

Harmer (1991 p. 44) emphasizes that the importance of mastering grammar is 

undeniable because by using the correct grammar someone can express and 

communicate what is on his/her mind well in oral or written without making any 

miss-understanding to others.  

 Furthermore, Adas and Bakir (2013) state that students face four major 

problems in learning writing skill. The problems are the lack stock of adequate 

vocabulary, problems in spelling, the ill-structured sentences in composition, and 

the unity of every sentence in constructing the writing. Focusing on one of the 

four problems mentioned before, the ill-structured sentences’ problem is surely 

caused by the lack of grammatical mastery because composing the well-structured 

sentences requires the students’ knowledge in understanding the grammar of a 

language. For instance, grammatical mastery is considered as one of the important 

factors that affect students’ writing mastery, or in other words, grammar is one of 

language components that the students should master.  

1 
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 According to Pellini, in The Jakarta Post, Indonesia universities will not 

be able to increase and sharpen their research program and improve their 

international standing without skilled students. Indonesia needs more number of 

literate students to improve its rank. (Indonesia’s PISA, 2016). Based on the 4
th

 

edition of Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, the definition of literate is 

able to read and write. Someone is considered as literate, if they can read and 

write in certain situations and for certain purposes. In addition, In Kompas Online 

Newspaper, Khak, the Head of Language Institute Bandung, states that the lack of 

reading interest especially in young generation caused the writing habit in 

Indonesia lower than reading habit. (Tradisi Menulis, 2011). 

 Furthermore, based on the Education First – English Proficiency Index 

(EF EPI, 2017) Indonesia with its score, 52.15, takes place in the 39
th

 rank out of 

80 countries around the world which is categorized in a low level, decreasing 

from the previous position. For more specific, the result of International English 

Language Testing System (IELTS, 2017) test that was taken by Indonesian test 

takers in 2015 showed that the proficiency of writing English skill was in the 

lowest score compared with other skills. In relation to this, improving the 

students’ writing ability is really necessary since according to the Act of the 

Republic of Indonesia Number 20, Year 2003 on National Education System, on 

chapter 3, article 4, and number 5 “Education is conducted by developing culture 

for reading and writing and, arithmetic, for all members of the community.” In 

addition, Kurikulum 2013, the latest curriculum used for schools in Indonesia, 

emphasizes the mastery of communicative competence both in spoken and written 

mode in junior and senior high school. The students are directed to be competence 

in four language skills, speaking, listening, reading and writing. Besides, the 

language aspect such as vocabulary and grammar should be taught integratedly in 

teaching the four language skills.  

 The result of national examination of English subject of SMA Negeri 1 

Indralaya or the schools where the writer conducted the research was still below 

the average or below 75.00, in which SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya got 70.85 in 2015, 

52.59 in 2016, and 46.16 in 2017 (Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, n.d.). 
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From the recent three years, it could be concluded that the students’ ability in 

English was decreasing.  This statement was also supported by one of the teachers 

who teach English subject in some classes at SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya. She said 

that since the criteria of minimum score or Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimal (KKM) 

especially for the tenth-grade students is 70.00, the students’ writing ability is still 

low. It was added that the grammatical mastery can be the factor that affects this. 

It is also supported by the result of Yuliani and Fitriana’s research in 2017 which 

stated that the problems of the students’ low writing ability are caused by 

grammar, limited vocabulary, and the fear of making a mistake during the writing 

process. 

 In line with these problems, since the results of previous researches 

showed that there was a positive correlation between the students’ grammatical 

mastery and their writing mastery, the writer was interested to conduct the similar 

research in SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya. The purpose was to find out whether there 

was or not any correlation between grammatical mastery and descriptive writing 

mastery of the tenth-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya.  

 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

 The problem of this study was formulated in the following question:  

“Is there any significant correlation between grammatical mastery and descriptive 

writing mastery of the tenth-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya?” 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

 Based on the problem that has been mentioned above, the objective of this 

study was: “To find out whether or not there is a significant correlation between 

grammatical mastery and descriptive writing mastery of the tenth-grade students 

of SMA Negeri 1 Indralaya.” 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The writer hopes that the result of this research will be useful for English 

teachers to realize the correlation between grammatical mastery and descriptive 
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writing mastery so that the teachers can improve the students’ grammar mastery in 

order to improve their descriptive writing mastery. It is also hoped that this 

research will give beneficial information to the school or any educational 

institution to increase the quality of the students and also the educational 

outcomes. Finally, it is expected that this research will give some useful 

knowledge to the writer by knowing the correlation between grammatical mastery 

and descriptive writing mastery, and also some experiences in conducting an 

educational research. For addition, this study can be one of the sources of 

information for further studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



43 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Adas, D., & Bakir, A. (2013). Writing difficulties and new solutions: Blended 

learning as an approach to improve writing abilities. International Journal 

of Humanities and Social Science, 3(9), 10-13. 

Act of the Republic of Indonesia number 20, year 2003 on national education 

system. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.flevin.com/id/lgso/translations 

/Laws/Law%20No.%2020%20of%202003%20on%20the%20National%20

Education%20System%20%28BKPM%29.pdf 
 

Act of the Republic of Indonesia number 13, year 2015 on national education 

system. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://kelembagaan.ristekdikti.go.id//wp-

content/uploads/2016/08/12777242644.pdf   

 

Agustina, E. (2014). The correlation between the simple present tense mastery 

and the report text writing achievement of the eleventh grade students of 

SMA Negeri 1 Tanjung Batu (Undergraduate dissertation, Universitas 

Sriwijaya, Indonesia) 

Arikunto, S. (2006). Metode penelitian: Prosedur penelitian suatu pendekatan 

praktik. Jakarta, Indonesia: Rineka Cipta. 
 

Brown, H. D. (2007). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to  

 language pedagogy (2
nd

 ed.). New York, NY: Longman 

Chomsky, N. (2006). Language and Mind. New York, NY: Cambridge University 

Pers. 

Clouse, B. F.  (2008).  A troubleshooting guide for writers (5
th

 ed.). New York, 

NY: McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and 

evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (4
th

 ed.). Boston, MA: 

Pearson Education, Inc. 

Davies, P. (2000). Success in English teaching. New York, NY: Oxford 

University Press. 

Destina, R. (2015). The correlation between vocabulary mastery and 

descriptive writing achievement of the tenth grade 

students of srijaya negara senior high school. (Undergraduate dissertation, 

Universitas Sriwijaya, Indonesia) 

Ebbit, W.R., &  Ebbit, D.R. (1978) Writer’s guide and index to English. 

Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman and Company. 

Education First-English Proficiency Index. (2017). The World’s largest ranking of 

English skills (6
th

 ed.). Retrieved From http://www.ef.co.id/epi/  



44 

 

Fatemi, M.A. (2008). The relationship between writing competence, language 

proficiency and grammatical errors in the writing of Iranian TEFL 

sophomores. (Master’s thesis, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia). 

Retrieved from http://eprints.ums.my/10398/1/THE_RELATION...  

Flynn, N., & Stainthorp, R. (2006). The learning and teaching of reading and 

writing. West Sussex, UK: John Wiley & Sons Ltd. 

Folse, K.S., Solomon, E.V., & Palinkas, B.S., (2008). TOP 20 Great grammar for 

great writing. Boston, MA: Heinle, Cengage Learning. 

Fraenkel, J. R., & Wallen, N. E. (2003). How to design and evaluate research in 

education (5th ed.). New York, NY: MacGraw-Hill. 

Gani, L. & Amalia, S. (2015). Alat analisis data: Aplikasi statistic untuk 

penelitian bidang ekonomi dan social. Yogyakarta, Indonesia: CV. ANDI 

OFFSET. 

Haegeman, L. & Gueron, J. (2001). English grammar. Boston, MA: Blackwell 

Publisher Inc. 

Harmer, J. (1991).  The practice of English language teaching (1
st
 ed.). New 

York, NY: Longman Group UK Limited 

Harmer, J. (2007). The practice of English language teaching (6
th

 ed.). New York, 

NY: Pearson Education Ltd. 

Harris, D. P. (1974). Testing English as a second language. Bombay, India: Tata 

Mc.Graw-Hill Publishing Company Ltd. 
 

Hornby, S.S. (2000). Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Huang, Y.H. (2011). Does EFL students’ grammatical ability account for writing 

ability? A case study. Cha-nan annual bulletin 37, 500-515. 

IELTS. (2017). Test taker performance 2015. Retrieved from 

https://www.ielts.org/teaching -and-research/test-taker-performance 

Istiqomah, S., Raja, P., & Kadaryanto, B. (2011). Correlation between grammar 

mastery and descriptive writing ability. U-JET, 3(4), 1-9. Retrieved from 

jurnal.fkip.unila.ac.id/index.php/123/article/view/4639   

Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. (n.d.). Indeks integritas ujian nasional 

(IIUN) tingkat sekolah. Retrieved from http://puspendik.kemdikbud.go.id/ 

hasil-un/ 

Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. (n.d.). Kurikulum 2013.  Jakarta, 

Indonesia: Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. 



45 

 

Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan (2017). Model peminatan dan lintas 

minat. Jakarta, Indonesia: Direktorat Pembinaan SMA. 

Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. (2013). Modul pelatihan implementasi 

kurikulum 2013. Jakarta, Indonesia: Badan Pengembangan Sumberdaya 

Manusia Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. 

Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. (2016). Silabus mata pelajaran sekolah 

menengah atas/ madrasah aliyah/ sekolah menengah kejuruan/ madrasah 

aliyah kejuruan (SMA/ MA/ SMK/ MAK). Jakarta, Indonesia: Kementrian 

Pendidikan dan Kebudayan. 

Knapp, P., & Megan, W. (2005). Genre, text and grammar. Sidney, Australia: 

University of New South Wales. 

McCarthy, T. (1998). Descriptive writing. New York, NY: Scholastic. 

McKay, S., & Rosenthal, L. (1980). Writing for a specific purpose. New Jersey, 

NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc. 

McKay, S. (1983). Fundamentals of writing for a specific purpose. New Jersey, 

NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs. 

Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (1983). Writing academic English: A writing and 

sentence structure workbook for Internastional Students. Reading, MA: 

Addison-Wesley Publishing Company. 

Pellini, A. (2016, December 18). Indonesia’s PISA results show need to use 

education resources more efficiently. The Jakarta Post. Retrieved from 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2016/12/18/Indonesias-pisa-

results-shows-need-to- use-education-resources-more-efficiently.html 

Saidina, S.V., Septy, A.P., & Harha, K. (2015). A correlation between students’ 

grammar mastery and their practice intensity towards their writing ability. 

E-Journal Universitas Bung Hatta, 4(2) 1-15.  Retrieved from 

https://www.ejurnal.bunghatta.ac.id/index.php?journal=JFKIP&page=article

&op=view&path%5B%5D=5272  

Tradisi Menulis Lebih Rendah daripada Minat Baca. (2011, November). 

Kompas.com. Retrieved from http://www.edukasi.kompas.com 

Wilcox, K. M. (2004). Defining grammar: A critical primer. (Doctoral 

dissertation, Montana State University, United States) Retrieved from 

https://scholarworks.montana.edu  

Yuliani, S., & Fitriana, M. (2017). The effectiveness of using diary in teaching 

writing recount text. SMART journal, 3(1), 57-61.  

 


