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Abstract:
Higher-order thinking skills (HO'TS) are crucial i today’s Last-paced world of healthcare education.
Healthcare proféssionals frequently encounter complex, unpredictable situations, HO'TS enables
them to assess patient conditions, make informed decisions, and solve problems eflectivelyv.  These
skills need to be taught to students of healthcare education. One of the ways is through the provision
of HOTS-based learming materials in teaching English for specilic puiposes. The primary goal of
this studyv was to mvestigate the students” need for English i relation to their fiture careers as
paramedics. This study explores the needs of DI Midwilery Study Program students at the Health
Polvtechnic, Ministry of Health in Palembang. Using a mixed-method approach incorporating both
quantitative and qualitative, the research data were gathered using survevs lor collecting quantitative
data and semistructured interviews for collecting qualitative data. The data was examined utilizng
the Target Situation Analvsis, Deliciency Analvsis, Present Situation Analvsis, and Strategy Analvsis
criteria for requirements analvsis put forward by Hutchinson and Waters (1987). The study revealed
that students of the Midwilery Program had a figh interest in learning English, especially HO'TS-
based English reading materials. Additionally, the lecturer of English was also in need of a specilic
source of Lnglish material related to midwilery to support students learning English lor specific
purposes, as such material was not available in her teaching context.

gcywurda: Lnglish for Specific Purpose, HO'TS reading materials, Midwilery Students

1. INTRODUCTION

Healthcare systems grow more complex, mposing additional requirements on medical
professionals, including midwives. The changing environment of patient care needs a change
toward more nuanced decision-making, particularly in vital sectors like mudwifery, where chnical
Judgment 1s essential. Mechtel et al. (2024) highlighted midwifery education programs that lead to
midwife registraton require students to demonstrate academic, clinical, and professional
competence. In addition, Chapman & Calhoun (2006) mentioned that students must move
Hyoml rote memonzation and basic comprehension in the constantly changing environment of
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healthcare education. Therefore, developing higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) has emerged as
a top prionty.

Singh et al., (2017) emphasized that HOTS represents students’ thinking ability. In additon,
Widana, (2020) stated that HOTS-based reading materials are deliberately created to engage
students n critical thinking and problem-solving exercises that go beyond rote memorization.
These tools require students to examine and synthesize information, assess evidence, and apply
their knowledge 1n real-world situations, which aligns with the educational 1dea that entical thmking
1s essential for future success (Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001). Recent research further reinforces
the cntical role of higher-order thinking in midwifery education. Carter et al., (2017) noted that
the mcorporation of HOTS mto English reading materials has sigmficant implications for
midwifery education, as critical thinking 1s essential for providing safe and effective care. Similarly,
Adnani et al,, (2023) asserted that midwifery students may improve their eritical thinking skills by
analyzing and evaluating matenals that require them to do so Additionally, Brundiers et al., (2010)
argued these resources foster problem-solving abilities by forcing students to apply their knowledge
to real-world circumstances, developing their ability to recognize and overcome difficult
challenges.

Moreover, Adnani et al., (2022) mentioned midwifery education 1s inextricably linked to the
development of critical thinking skills, which are essential for delivering high-quality care to
pregnant women and their babies. Numerous studies have demonstrated the eflicacy of mnovative
teaching methods, such as simulation-based learning, problem-based learning, and case-based
learning, in enhancing students’ entical thinking abilities and 1improving their clinical decision-
making processes. The first study was done by Imansyah et al., (2022) which developed HOTS-
based descriptive reading matenghg for tenth graders in the Indonesian context. The second study
by Ma'rufa, (2023) Developed English language textbook for midwifery students at the Institute
of Health Science m Sampang, Indonesia. The third previous study by Swana etal., (2019) entitled
negotiating conflicts of needs in designing tegung English for midwifery students. The fourth
previous study was done by Mazdayasna and Tahrinan (2008) Developed a profile of the ESP
needs of Iranian students: The case of students of nursing and midwifery. Those studies proved
to be an essential step in bridging the gap between the lack of English reading materials and
students’ demands, as they identified a glaring gap in the resources that were then accessible online
or web-based through sway by Microsoft Office. While existing research emphasizes the
importance of HOTS in midwifery education, there is a substantial shortage of HOTS-based
English reading resources intended exclusively for midwifery students. Irnansyah et al. (2022),
Ma'rufa (2023), and Sujana et al. (2019) found a lack of matenals that integrate HOTS with field-
specific English, which 1s vital for developing cnitical thinking and problem-solving abihies. Thas
study seeks to close this gap by mvestigating mudwifery students' requirements for HOTS-based
English reading materials and their possible influence on students' professional competency.

However, despite recognizing HOT'S as critical in nudwifery education, there needs to be more
HOTS-based reading and instructional materals tailored explicitly for midwifery students. By
mnvestigating how HOT'S-based materials, particularly in English reading resources, might be more
effectively included in mudwifery education to immprove the entical thinking and problem-solving
abilities necessary for delivering high-quality care to mothers and their infants, this project aims to
close this gap. The overarching research problem i1s how can integrating HOTS-based English for
Specific Purposes reading materials address the specific needs of midwifery students by providing
a thorough and engaging approach to developing reading comprehension skills.
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 English for Specific Purposes (ESP)

Susanta & Pradnyana (2019) found that midwifery students face a unique challenge 1n masternng
English vocabulary that 1s directly relevant to their field of study. Since midwifery students are
considered English for Specific Purposes (ESP) learners, as they study English to fulfill a specific
need enhancing their linguistic proficiency in academic, professional, and workplace contexts
(Wisudayant, 2020). Moreover, Clemett and Raleigh (2021) found mudwifery students suffer from
this absence since they are often expected to apply their knowledge quickly and effectively in real-
world clinical settings where cntical thinking 1s crucial (Clemett & Raleigh, 2021). Because of this
focused concentration, their language learning i1s directly related to their intended careers as
healthcare professionals. While ESP frameworks have made progress in meeting this demand,
there 1s still a significant lack of nteracave, HOTS-based resources that promote cntical thinking
and decision-making abilities in the medical seting (Maawali, 2021). The ESP framework directs
the development of customized language programs that align with the communication
requirements of midwifery practice, such as interacting with patients, comprehending medical
literature, and working with other medical professionals (Teo et al., 2022). In addition, it makes
learning more efficient and relevant while giving students the tools they need to succeed in the
workplace. Consequently, a needs analysis 1s imperative in designing materials tailored to their
unique requirements (Padmadew et al., 2022). Furthermore, Midwifery students require English
handbooks relevant to their subject matter, as limited vocabulary competence can impede their
comprehension of reading matenals (Ansoy & Avbek, 2021). They should also contain tasks
encouraging vocabulary acquisiton and understanding, allowing pupils to improve their language
skills steadily. To bridge this gap, interactive matenals that align with the teaching and learning
process are essential (Budiman, 2017). Furthermore, HOTS-based English reading matenals have
the potential to provide the necessary scaffolding, fostering critical thinking skills and enhancing
the overall learning experience for midwifery students (Zain et al., 2022).

2.2 Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)-based English Materials

Many available English resources focus on general language acquisition rather than the specific
professional contexts in which midwifery students will operate. To address this gap and create
relevant and impactful materials, it 1s essential to develop creative, HOTS-based English reading
content tailored to their needs. While midwifery students must acquire a vast array of knowledge
encompassing anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, psychology, and communication skills, mere
memornization 1s mmsuflicent (Jacob, 2015). To provide optimal care, they must apply their
knowledge 1n cntical thinking and problem-solving situations, underscoring the significance of
HOTS-based English reading materials. Moreover, Bogren et al.,, (2021) pomted out that
midwifery students face a wide range of English learming resource shortages. One of the most
critical aspects of this gap 1s a lack of context-specific resources geared to the special needs of
midwifery students, who require both medical knowledge and language abiliies (Mumtaz et al.,
2015). These resources, which stress Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS), are critical because
they help students move beyond rote learning, resulting in a more profound understanding of
complicated medical concepts and situations (Varutharaju & Ratnavadivel, 2014). Therefore,
Students who engage with such materials are more prepared for real-life clinical settings in which
they must quickly think on their feet and make educated judgments.
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3. RESEARCH ODOLOGY
This study employed a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
procedures to investigate the research issues thoroughly (Creswell, 1999). The quantitative

technique was used to carefully evaluate survey data, resulting in a comprehensive overview of
participant trends and patterns. This numerical data provided information about the prevalence
of particular behaviors, attitudes, and outcomes in the student population. In contrast, the
qualitative element of the study sought to extract deeper insights through in-depth interviews,
resulting in a fuller, more nuanced knowledge of the participants’ experiences and viewpoints.

T]lismlhincd strategy guaranteed that the findings were both reliable and contextually relevant.
The study was conducted at the Health Polytechnic, Ministry of Health in Palembang, involving
93 DIII Midwifery Study Program students and a lecturer of English. This location was chosen
because it is relevant to the study aims and has a diverse student body engaged in midwifery
education. The combination of qualitative and quantitative data improved the findings’ reliability
and validity while allowing for a more extensive examination. By recording both statistical patterns
and human accounts, the study was able to give a comprehensive assessment of mudwifery students’
educational experiences and results. The mixed-method approach enabled data tmangulation,
strengthening the overall results and providing practical implications for educational practices and
policy creation within the health polytechnic.

Data collection involved questionnaires administered to the students and English lecturer
participants. These questionnaires, consisting of 25 1items, were carefully tailored to meet the
study’s objectives, focusing on students’ needs, pcrspuats on the current situation (including
limitations and matenals), and aspirations, according to the guidelines proposed by Hutchinson,
and u'atcrs (1987) for conducting student needs analysis. The questionnaire items were orgamzed
mnto categories: Target Situation Analysis (T.S.A.), Deficiency Anglysis (needs and wants), and
Present Situation Analysis (P.S.A) and Strategy Analysis (S.A). Additionally, semi-structured
mterviews were conducted with the Fgglish lecturer. These interviews mamly focused on English
teaching for DIIT mudwifery students, the availability of English reading materials, and the potential
integration of HOT'S-based reading matenal. This comprehensive data collection approach aimed
to gain a holistic understanding of students’” preferences of integrating HOTS-based reading for
midwifery students. Using quantitative and qualitative methods provided a well-rounded
perspective on the subject.

4. RESULTS

The results were dvcd by analyzing students’ needs concerning HOTS-based English reading
materials through Target Situation Analysis, Deficiency Analysis, Present Situation Analysis,
Strategy Analysis and lecturer’ perceived needs.

4.1. Target Situation Analysis

The target situation analysis provided valuable insights into students’ perceptions of their English
language needs within their Midwifery study program context.
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Table 1. Students’ View on Target Situattion Analysis

No Statements Students’ view Percentage

1. English courses are important in help communicates with others 53,76%
my opinion because

2. The English course should be able  master vocabulary related to my 40,86%
to make me Midwitery study program

3. When [ work later, [ will likely use read texts m English to deepen my 58,069%
English more often for skills in the held of Midwitery

1. To be able to support my work in  Advanced: able to understand various  44,09%
the future, my English skills should forms of text and understand the
be at the implied meaning contaned n a text

Table 1 showed Over half of the students (53.769) recognized the importance of English courses
for effective communication, emphasizing the key role of English in facilitating interaction and
collaboration m the healthcare sector. Many students (40.869%) stressed the need to learn
vocabulary specific to their Midwifery studies, indicating a preference for specialized language skills
that directly support their academic and professional goals. Additionally, most students (58.069)
expected to use English primanly for reading texts to enhance their expertise in Midwifery. It
underscores the importance of English proficiency in accessing and understanding academic and
professional materials, which 1s essential for their ongomng development and knowledge
acquisition. Lastly, nearly half of the students (44.099) believed that to support their future careers
effectively, they need to reach an advanced level of English proficiency. It includes understanding
different types of texts and interpreting implied meanings, which are crucial for comprehending
complex mformation and making mformed decisions in their field. Overall, the students’
perspectives highlighted the need for tailored English language mstruction that addresses general
communication skills and specific professional requirements in Midwifery.

4.2 Deficiency Analysis

The research on students” reading preferences and requirements suggests that they tended to
prefer maternals that are directly related to their future midwifery jobs.
4.2.1 Wants and Needs
Table 2 Results of Wants and Needs Analysis
No Statements Students’ view Percentage
5. In learning /o reac, the topic I want is Midwifery Health 46,24%
6. In learning fo reacl, the mput I want 1s Text describing the context related  46,24%
to my held of Midwifery work later
7. Incorporating course topics related to my field of Important 52,69%
work in mid\\ia}' nto English reading texts 1s
8. Incorporating course topics related to higher-order Important 6:5,59%

thimking Skills (HOTS) and Information Transfer
into Enghish reading texts 1s

9, my opmion, studying reading texts related to  Improving English skills, especially  35,87%
higher-order  thinking  Skills  (HOTS) and reading skills.

Information Transter m Fnglish lessons can help me
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10. "Bhie aspects of Higher Order Thinking Skills  Understanding 52,60%,
(HOTS) and Information Transfer that need to be
included in English reading texts are

Based on Table 2, a noteworthy 46.24% of students indicated they would want to read about
midwifery health-related issues, emphasizing the significance of matching professional interests
with educational material. The requirement for relevant and practical information in their studies
was further highlighted by the fact that 46.249% of students preferred reading books that described
scenarios connected to their future employment as midwives. Additionally, more than half of the
students (52.699%) thought it 1s critical to include 1ssues connected to midwifery in English reading
books, demonstrating how essential 1t 1s to them that therr coursework directly reflects their career
goals. It shows that curmculum designers should consider incorporging field-specific content to
improve the relevance and engagement of the learning matenal. Higher-order thinking Skills
(HOTS) and Information Transfer are lighly valued by students in their reading matenals and
topics umque to their careers. These abilities are vital for academic and professional growth, as
demonstrated by the noteworthy 65.59% of students rated them as significant. While the
proportion may be smaller, 35.87% of students agreed that reading books about information
transfer and HO'TS can help them become more proficient in English, especially reading. Despite
the recognized benefits, this research implies that more attention should be paid to these abilities,
and curricular integration may be necessary. The last finding was that 52.69% of students said
comprehension was crucial to HOTS and information transfer. This understanding-focused
approach highlights the necessity for educational resources that not only convey knowledge but
also encourage greater understanding and critical thinking. By placing an emphasis on
comprehension while reading texts, teachers may better prepare students for the abilities required
to analyze, evaluate, and apply knowledge in their future employment.

4.2.2 Lacks

The survey’s findings draw attention to particular challenges that midwifery students had while
reading and understanding course materials.

LACKS
Wunderstand the main idea W understand detailed information
M Sequence the story/incident M to conclude the cause/effect

Wunderstand certain vocabulary ™ Miscellaneous

Figure 1 Students’ Lacks of Reading and Understanding Course Materials

The pie chart above displayed 149 of students who said they needed help understanding the mamn
concepts 1n books. This problem could make it harder to mtegrate new knowledge with what 1s
previously known and lead to a fragmented understanding of fundamental concepts. Following the
410 Indonesian Journal of EFL and Linguistics, 9(2), November 2024
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tale and comprehending the details will be more challenging for students who require assistance
understanding the basic theme. Understanding complex matenal 1s another difhiculty that 7% of
students had. Because midwifery requires precise and complex knowledge that must be precisely
remembered and preserved, this problem is significant. It may be challenging for students who
need more detailed comprehension to complete assignments that need a deep awareness of certain
protocols, processes, and patient care specifics. Just 196 of students struggled with event or incident
sequencing. This ability i1s crucial for creating patient histories, comprehending how labor
progresses, and recording chinical procedures in midwifery. Failure to sequence events accurately
might result in inaccuracies in patient care and misreading clinical settings. Another significant
challenge that 109% of students faced 1s the question of cause-and-effect relationships. This ability
1s essential for interpreting different therapies' results and making diagnoses. Making educated
clinical judgments and comprehending the underlying mechanics of medical disorders may prove
difficult for students who need help recognizing cause-and-effect linkages. Moreover, 66% of
students said comprehending specific vocabularies was the most common challenge. In the
medical domain, midwifery 1s no exception, as specialist vocabulary 1s essential. Students who only
partially grasp medical terminology may be severely hampered in reading and comprehending
textbooks, research articles, and clinical recommendations. This lack of language knowledge might
negatively impact academic and clinical performance, which can also hinder learning. Meanwhile,
29 of students reported other 1ssues that do not fit into the previously described categories. These
might involve a variety of problems, including reading comprehension, focus, speed, and even the
anxiety that comes with reading complex material. Even 1f they are less frequent, these challenges
can nonetheless greatly influence a student's performance in the classroom and clinical settings.
4.3 Situation Analysis (PSA)
A Present Situation Analysis (PSA) assesses students’ present English competence better to
understand their strengths, hmitatons, and requirements. This research 1s eritical for establishing
tallored educational techniques to improve language abilities, especially for people in specialized
industries like midwifery.

4.3.1 Students’ English Proficiency

STUDENTS' ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

B Students' English Proficiency

100
80
60
40
20

English Skill Reading Ability

Figure 2 Results of Students’ English Proficiency Test
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Based on the chart, the majority of students (78,26%) stated their English proficiency levels were
at the beginner level, where they could only understand sentences and simple statements that often
appear n daly life. Additionally, 60,22% of students said their reading ability in comprehending
English text recently 1s just sufficient.

4.3.2 Students’ View on Existing Reading Materials Learned and Provided
Table 3 Results of Students’ View on Existing Reading Matenal Learned and Provided

No. Statements Students’ view Percentage
14.  In my opinion, the difficulty level of English reading texts in  Difficult 48,39%
the English course book used at the Palembang Mmnistry of

Health Polvtechnic 1s

15. In my opinion, the topic in the English reading text in the Interesting 82,809%
English course book used at the Palembang Ministry of Health
Polytechnic 1s

16.  Tvypesol reading texts that are often found or studied in Englhish  Narrative 48,39%
Plu‘sts be
17. n the teaching and leaming process, the frequency of my  Sometimes 40,86%

English lecturers providing reading matenals or texts along with
questions related to the topic of Midwitery 1s
18.  In the teaching and learning pu‘ess, the Irequency with which ~ Sometimes 39,78%,
my English lecturer provides reading@aterials or texts along
with questions related to Higher Level Thinking Skills (HOTS)

and Information Transfer 1s

3

Table 3 how Midwifery students ()f?[calth Polytechnic, Ministry of Health Palembang had offered
mnsightful cnticism on the current reading materials in their English studies. Almost half of the
students (48.399%) found the English reading materials challenging, showing problems with
vocabulary, sentence structure, or 1dea complexity. Despite this difficulty, the vast majority of the
students (82.809) found the themes fascinating, implying that the mformation 1s engaging and
relevant to their interests. Narrative texts are the most common, with 48.39% of students reporting
their use. In addition, the emphasis on narratives n these texts may restrict exposure to other
essential text SCIEFS, notwithstanding their potential for engagement. Regarding subject-specific
content, 40.869 of students reported that their lecturer of English occasionally assigned readings
about midwifery; this suggests a need for more regular incorporation of pertinent subjects.
Furthermore, 39.78% of students noted that their lecturer of English occasionally offered
resources emphasizing knowledge transmission and higher-level thinking abilities, indicating a
possible area for growth. Although students found the themes interesting overall, their learning
experience might be improved by raising the difficulty level, changing the sorts of texts, and
including more 111id\\‘ifc13'-rc]arul&funnaﬁun and higher-level thinking problems.

4.3.3 Students’ Knowledge about Higher Order Thinking Skills and Information Transfer

A sunt}'d students at the Palembang Mimistry of Health Polytechnic provides a comprehensive
view of their knowledge and understanding of higher-order thinking Skills (HOTS) and
Information Transfer. The results reveal varied levels of awareness and sources of learning,
indicating both strengths and areas for improvement in their educational expernence.
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Table 4 Results of ts’ Knowledge about Higher Order Thinking Skills and Information Transfer

No. Students’ View Percentage
19. My knowledge and understanding of Higher Order Enough 59,785%
Thinking Skalls (HOTS) and Information Transter
1s
20. The various Higher Level Thinking Skills (HOTS)  Knowledge 38,04%,

and  Information Transfer that I know and
understand are in the form of

21. I know and understand Higher Level mking Online Media 36,56%

Skills (HOTS) and Information Transfer yigh

22. I know the Higher Order Thinking Slalls (HOTS) My study program and related 41,94%
and Informatig@y Transfer that are in study programs

23. My level of knowledge and understanding of Others 59,14%
Higher Order Thinking Skalls (HOTS) and

Information Transter th know 1s

24.  The things I can do to develop Higher Thinking Increased my kn@fledge and 55,91%
Skills (HOTS) and Information Transfer are understanding of Higher Order
Thinking Skills (HOTS) and

Information Transfer

Based on Table 4, (59.785%) of students were comfortable with their present knowledge about
Information Transfer and HO'TS, suggesting they understood these advanced cognmtive skills
sufficiently. Nevertheless, a noteworthy acknowledgment (59.149%) of vague lacunae 1n
comprehension indicates domains where learners could pursue further explanaton or
enhancement. In addition, most students emphasized the mportance of digital resources and
academic curnicula in forming their comprehension by citing online media 36.569% and their study
programs 41.949% as their pnmary sources of information. Although many students (55.91%)
acknowledged the academic parts of HOTS, they also stressed the signihicance of expanding
practical knowledge through further educational opportunities. The results highlighted the
advantages and shortcomings of mmproving the incorporation and utilizaton of HOTS and
Information Transfer competencies 1n their education, especially in equipping students for career
obstacles in disciplines such as midwifery.

4. 4 Strategy Analysis
4.4.1 Types of actiiriﬁes in learning English reading
p)
Analyze the meaning of new _ Read the text aloud with
vocabulary based on the ™ N correct pronunciation and
context read. N intonation.
14%

24%
Read a text individually

Understand the and then answer

text by questions about the text.
interpreting itinto ] 13
Indonesian. ~ Discuss the content of
35% ___ thetextingroupsto
understand it.
STRATEGY ANALYSIS 14%
Figure 3. Results of Strategy Analysis
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Students had a wide range of choices for activities that helped them understand and engage with
the material when learning English. The most popular exercise was comprehending the maternal
by translating it into Indonesian (319), which helped them bndge the gap between English and
their home tongue. Reading the material aloud with proper pronunciation and intonation was also
popular (2196), which improved fluency and listening abilities. Analyzing new vocabulary based on
context (129%), discussing the topic in groups (129), and reading separately, followed by answenng
questions (129), were all equally preferable, each promoting a distinct element of language
learning. A small number of students (49%) preferred diverse activities, such as creative or
multimedia approaches, emphasizing the significance of using various teaching techniques to
accommodate different learning styles.

4.5 Lecturer’ Perceived Needs

The interviews with the English lecturer of the Midwifery study program revealed insights into the
perception of Midwifery students’ needs for Hots-dnven English Reading Matenals. the lecturer
emphasized the significance of HOTS-based reading materials for students, noting the limited
materials provided in her book. She said:

“The material has related, vet some matenials require further mtormation. Since some elements
need to be combined, it 1sn't feasible. The only topic discussed throughout the conversation was
that”.

From the interview data, 1t could be seen that the English reading matenals for midwifery students
need further information about English reading materials that are related to their major, which can
be mtegrated mto the teaching and leamming process. Besides, students imited 1in vocabulary also
influenced their entical thinking. Therefore, 1t 1s really recommended that HOTS-based English
reading matenals be developed.

Moreover, she added, “The more they read, the more vocabulary they acquire”.

5. DISCUSSION

The needs 11}-'sis of midwifery students in this study underscored the urgent need to
incorporate higher-order thinkggg skills (HOTS) into their language learning. According to
a thorough evaluation using target situation analysis (I'SA), deficiency analysis (DA),
present situation analysis (PSA), and strategy analysis (SA), there was a significant gap
between students’ current abilities and the linguistic and cognitive demands of professional
practice despite strong motivation to improve their English proficiency. The wants and
needs study revealed a strong preference for context-based learning materials that
addressed midwives’ particular communication and understanding issues m clinical
settings. The results of the deficiency analysis also showed that students sometimes
struggled to understand complex texts, cause-and-effect relationships, and specialized
language needed to assess medical information and draw wellanformed decisions.
Moreover, the lecturer corroborated these results, ciing a shortage of HOTS-based
resources relevant to professional demands.

The findings of the study aligned with the critical principles of needs analysis theory. The
students’ expressed preferences a)r midwifery-specific vocabulary and practical scenarios
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highlighted their need for language instruction relevant to their professional context. It is
aligned with the findings of Lyster & Ballinger (2011), who emphasized the importance of
context-based language teaching. Students’ difficulties with specialized vocabulary and
complex concepts indicated a need for scalfolding and explicit instruction to support their
learning. It is related to the work of Flick (2000), who emphasized the role of scaffolding
in cognitive development. Finally, their interest in HOT'S-based materials demonstrated a
need for instruction that promoted critical thinking ;B(l problem-solving skills that 1s in line
with Bloom’s taxonomy. Adesoj (2()18),@)1111(1 that Bloom’s cognitive levels should not be
generalized, and 1t 1s preferable to divide the six levels into low, medium, and high cognitive
processes. The needs analysis of Midwifery students highlighted the students’ mature
understanding of the mmportance of English for effecive communication, particularly
professional healthcare settings. However, by examining the lack of HOTS-based English
materials that precisely match the cognmtive demands of mudwifery, our study fills a more specific
need. Moreover, English proficiency 1s seen as necessary for effective communication by the
majonty of students. Attard et al. (2015) mentioned effective communication between the
healthcare provider and the patient 1s essential for providing high-quality treatment and ensurnng
patient safety and satisfacton during interactions with healthcare providers. It 1s related to the
findings where 3.76% of them stated English proficiency can help them communicate with others,
especially in healthcare settings where contact with patients, colleagues, and other professionals 1s
crucial. Furthermore, 40.86% of students emphasized the importance of mastering midwifery-
specific vocabulary, illustrating the necessity for language learning that aligns directly with their
academic and professional goals. The emphasis on specific vocabulary indicated that students
know proficiency in English 1s not just a genenc talent but 1s essential for success in the workplace,
particularly when interacting with clinical paperwork and medical hterature. ggghine with this, Hull
(2016), stated language competence 1s vital, particularly in the medical field. Medical language is a
universal concept in healthcare, serving as the shared language of all health and allied health
professions.

The presence of HOTS-based English reading matenals for midwifery students are crucial to
addressing the deficiency in appropriate English resources tailored to ther needs. As Suhamo et
al., (2022) Pnd in their study on the effectiveness of mobile-based instructional approaches,
integrating higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) can significantly enhance students’ learning
outcomes. Providing mudwifery students with HOTS-based English reading materials can
empower them to develop cnitical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills essential
for their future professional roles. By addressing the specific language needs of midwifery students
and encouraging the development of HOTS, we may help future healthcare workers flourish in
their jobs and contribute to better patient care.

6. CONCLUSION

The study discovered that students of midwifery greatly require HOTS-based English Reading
Materials to increase their reading abilities. Quantitative results highlighted the students’ difficulties
with specialized vocabulary. Despite 66% of students identifying these difficulties, only 48.39%
reported that existing materials are too challenging. This discrepancy points to a significant gap in
resources that align with their linguistic and professional requirements. The students reported a
wish to leamm more about English reading resources relating to their midwifery field, as well as how
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to think entically when reading. They also believed that HOTS-based English Reading Materials
would be an interesting and challenging approach to English for Specific Purposes. The study
findings highlight the 1mportance of establhishing HOTS-based English Reading Materials
resources for teaching midwifery students.
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