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THE PERSPECTIVE ON THE USE OF MONOLINGUAL
DICTIONARY AS A LEARNING MEDIA FOR VOCABULARY
AND ITS CHALLENGES FACED BY ENGLISH STUDENTS
AT JUNIOR ENGLISH COURSE

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to discover the perspectives on the use of a monolingual
dictionary as a lcarning media for vocabulary and the challenges faced by English students
in Junior English Courses. In order to conduct this study, a qualitative research approach
was used by questionnaire and interview as the study’s tools. The participants in this study
were level 4 students of Junior English Course. A total of 15 students in Level 4 were taken
as the participants of the present study for the interview, and 30 students were taken as the
participants of the questionnaire. The data from the questionnaire was analyzed by using
Microsoft Excel, while the data from the interview was analyzed by using theme-based
analysis. Based on the questionnaire and interview results, monolingual dictionaries were
found to significantly aid vocabulary acquisition and critical thinking. Most respondents
felt they improved their understanding of new words and reading skills. While the
dictionaries provided valuable insights into word meanings and pronunciation, many found
the complex definitions hard to understand and the process time-consuming. Some also
struggled with quickly locating words.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

One of the most important aspects of learning English is becoming
proficient in vocabulary. Students will be limited in their listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills if they do not have a sufficient command of the language.
Students who have a large vocabulary are better able to comprehend texts,
communicate more efficiently, and express themselves accurately. As a result, both
in formal schools and in institutions offering language courses, vocabulary
instruction is given a lot of weight in the English language learning curriculum
(Basri, 2014).

There is an increasing need for English as an international language
proficiency, hence many approaches and learning resources have been created to
aid with vocabulary development. The dictionary is one of the most widely utilized
resources for vocabulary development. A dictionary is not only a useful tool for
comprehending word meanings; it can also be used as a reference to help students
learn how to use words in a wider context, comprehend synonyms and antonyms,

and pronounce words correctly (Zaini & Lubis, 2024).

Bilingual and monolingual dictionaries are the two main categories of
dictionaries used in English language instruction. Beginners studying English
frequently use bilingual dictionaries because they offer clear and straightforward
translations of words from one language to another. However, other research
indicates that using bilingual dictionaries may prevent pupils from thinking in
English and cause them to become unduly dependent on direct translations (EI-
Sayed, 2013).

However, it is thought that monolingual dictionaries, dictionaries that offer
definitions in the same language as the words they are defining, are superior for
fostering critical thinking abilities and a thorough command of the language.
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Monolingual dictionaries, according to Heuberger (2020), are intended to support
language learners as well as readers or speakers of that language in their quest to
increase their knowledge. This dictionary gives definitions for terms in the English
language along with examples of how to use them in sentences, phonetic symbols

to help with pronunciation, synonyms, and antonyms.

There are various benefits to using monolingual dictionaries for acquiring
vocabulary. First of all, one of the most crucial steps toward organically learning
the language is encouraging children to think in English by using this dictionary.
Students will find it simpler to comprehend the subtleties of word meaning and
usage in many circumstances if they get used to checking up word definitions in
English without using translations into their mother tongue. Second, monolingual
dictionaries include definitions that are more thorough and relevant to the terms
being learned, which aids students in developing a deeper comprehension of the
vocabulary. Additionally, it can help pupils convey their thoughts more clearly and
accurately. (EI-Sayed, 2013).

However, despite having many advantages, the use of monolingual
dictionaries in English language learning also presents challenges, particularly for
beginning or intermediate learners. Using monolingual dictionaries can help
students become more proficient in English, its usefulness is highly dependent on
the student's level of English ability. Since the definitions are given in the same
language as the word being studied, students who do not yet have a large enough
vocabulary frequently find it difficult to comprehend them. This challenge has the
potential to impede learning and lower student enthusiasm. (Wajahat Taj Abbasi,
et.al. 2019)

Furthermore, studies conducted by Dhian Marita Sari and Bambang Widi
Pratolo (2024) demonstrate that while using monolingual dictionaries might
improve students' comprehension of word meanings, they can also cause difficulty,
particularly when the definitions are very abstract or complicated. It might be

difficult for beginning students to comprehend and use the pronunciation
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information found in monolingual dictionaries if they have no exposure to phonetic

symbols.

This issue is not only found in research at the global level, but it also occured
in the context of education in Indonesia. Junior English Course, an English
language course institution focused on teaching children, has adopted the use of
monolingual dictionaries as part of its vocabulary teaching strategy. At Junior
English Course, the use of monolingual dictionaries is integrated into the teaching
and learning activities with the hope of enhancing students' vocabulary skills and

encouraging them to think in English.

In classroom teaching practice, students are asked to find the meanings of
English words, including phonetic symbols and explanations, in a monolingual
dictionary. After that, the teacher discussed the word in class, explained its
meaning, pronunciation, and usage in the context of sentences. This approach aimed
to help students understand new words in depth and encouraged them to use those

words in everyday communication.

However, the implementation of this media in the Junior English Course
also faced various obstacles. Students often complain about difficulties in
understanding the definitions provided, especially due to their limited vocabulary.
This causes students to take longer to understand new words and decreases their
motivation to learn (Tanaka, 2017). In addition, some students struggle to
understand and use phonetic symbols to pronounce words correctly, which in turn
can affect their speaking abilities (Aryanti, 2022). These challenges suggested the
need for more targeted instructional strategies to address vocabulary development

and phonetic comprehension in English language learning.

Currently, there is a lot of research about the benefits of using Monolingual
Dictionaries in learning vocabulary. For example, the research conducted by
Wajahat Taj Abbasi, et.al. (2019). However, there are not many studies that focus
on how beginner or pre-advance students see these dictionaries, especially

regarding how useful Monolingual Dictionary and what are the challenges begginer
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students face while using it. Most research has looked at the advantages of
monolingual dictionaries but has not explored the specific challenges the beginner

students encounter.

To address this gap, more in-depth research is needed to explore the
experiences and opinions of beginner students while using monolingual dictionaries
for learning vocabulary. This could provide useful insights to improve teaching. It’s
also important to look closely at the difficulties students face, like spelling,
understanding definitions, and using words in the right context. This kind of
research could help teachers find better strategy to help students in learning
Vocabulary.

This issue illustrates the need for further research to understand students'
perceptions of using monolingual dictionaries as a media for vocabulary learning
in the Junior English Course. Additionally, this research should also identify the
challenges faced by students in using monolingual dictionaries and seek solutions

that can help address these challenges.

This research is becoming increasingly relevant in the context of
globalization and the digitalization of education, where strong English language
skills are becoming more important (Smith & Johnson, 2022). In this era, students
are required to have a deep understanding of language, not just to grasp the literal
meaning of words, but also to be able to use English effectively in various situations
(Lee, 2021). Therefore, understanding how students interact with learning media
such as monolingual dictionaries is key to developing more effective teaching
strategies (Patel & Sharma, 2022)

The results of this research are expected to make a significant contribution
to the development of vocabulary teaching strategies in educational institutions,
particularly in the context of using monolingual dictionaries. Furthermore, this
study aims to provide useful recommendations for teachers in utilizing monolingual
dictionaries as more effective learning aids, thereby enhancing students' vocabulary

mastery and their overall English language skills.
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Thus, this research aims not only to explore students' perceptions and the
challenges they face in using monolingual dictionaries but also to provide new
insights that can be used to enhance the quality of vocabulary teaching in English
language courses, particularly at the Junior English Course. The results of this study
are also expected to contribute to the development of the English language learning
curriculum in Indonesia, as well as provide a solid foundation for further research
in this field.

1.2 Research Problem

Based on the background and issue described earlier, the researcher
formulates the problem statement in this study as follows:

What are the perspectives on the use of monolingual dictionary as a learning

media for vocabulary skills and its challenges faced by English Students at

Junior English Course?

1.3  Research Objective

Based on the problem formulation that has been previously established, the
objective of this research are as follows:
To find out the perspective on the use of monolingual dictionary as a learning
media for vocabulary and its challenges faced by English Students at Junior
English Course.

1.4  The Significants of the Study

The significance of this study lies in its potential to offer valuable insights
into the role of monolingual dictionaries as an effective learning tool for improving
vocabulary skills among English language learners, particularly those at the junior

level. By exploring how monolingual dictionaries are utilized in enhancing
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vocabulary acquisition, this research can contribute to a deeper understanding of
their effectiveness as a learning resource in a classroom setting.

Additionally, the study aims to highlight the challenges faced by English
students when using monolingual dictionaries, which could inform educators and
curriculum designers about the potential barriers students encounter. Understanding
these challenges can lead to the development of more effective teaching strategies
and materials, making the learning process smoother and more efficient.

Furthermore, this research will provide both theoretical and practical
implications for English language teaching (ELT) practices. It will shed light on the
advantages of monolingual dictionaries in fostering language autonomy and
independent learning while also addressing the limitations students might face.
Ultimately, the findings can enhance educational practices and improve vocabulary

learning outcomes for students in Junior English Courses.

1.5 Research Benefits

1.5.1 Theoretical

This research is expected to enhance insights and knowledge in the field of
education, particularly regarding the perceptions of Junior English Course’ students
towards the using of Monolingual Dictionary as a learning media for vocabulary.
The results of this study can serve as a reference for future research.

1.5.2 Practical

The results of this research are expected to provide insights for teachers and
instructors at the Junior English Course regarding students' perceptions of the use
of monolingual dictionaries, allowing them to adjust their teaching strategies to
enhance vocabulary learning effectiveness. This research also helps students
understand and utilize monolingual dictionaries more optimally in learning English,

as well as offering guidance for educational institutions in designing curricula and
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providing training that is more responsive to students' needs. Furthermore, the
findings of this study can serve as a valuable reference for other researchers who
wish to further explore the use of monolingual dictionaries in English language

learning.
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