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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

This chapter describes: (1) Background of the Study (2) Problem of the Study (3)
Objectives of the Study (4) Significances of the Study.

1. Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

English as a language has been used as an international communication tool for a very
long time. Pennycook in Kurniawan (2024) explains English as a language plays a pivotal role
in facilitating communication around the world. This explains why the use of English is very
vital as a communication tool. Prachanant in Cherdchoopong & Ratanapruks (2020) explains
that English has been used as a global language by people to exchange their opinions and
understanding. Therefore, it is known that English has been used as a communication tool for
a very long time. As stated by Rao (2019), English is known for being used as a tool for
communication by people from one region to another. It has captured the curiosity and
dedication of scholars, linguists, and enthusiasts for centuries. As a result, English is studied
from elementary to college level.

In English language proficiency, students must master four language skills, which are
reading, listening, writing, and speaking. Ali (2022) explains that the four skills of the English
language are not only deemed important but also would represent the standing pillars on which
the English language rests, and to master English, it is highly imperative to master its four
skills. Therefore, each skill has an important role in students’ English proficiency, which also
becomes the standard or parameter of whether they are successful or not in English language
proficiency. Especially the speaking skill because it is the skill that can be measured right away
simply by listening to how the students speak using the English language. Rao (2019) explains
that among the four key language skills, speaking is deemed to be the most important skill in
learning a foreign or second language.

As speaking is the primary means of communication, having trouble in speaking means
it will be difficult to hold conversations in the first place. The importance of speaking skills,
hence is enormous for the learners of any language. Without speech, a language is reduced to
a mere script (Qureshi, 2007), which explains the importance of speaking skill proficiency for
the students, so they can participate in the conversation without making many mistakes. Akther
(2021) argue that speaking skill is considered as the most important skill; it is used to process
an effective communication and communication is the basic need of the present world. Due to
the importance of proficiency in speaking skills, Students will need a way or a tool to practice
their speaking skill.

In practicing speaking skills, especially for students who do not use English as their main
language in communication, it is difficult to achieve excellent English speaking. Nurhayati
(2016) stated several problems students may face in practicing speaking skills are they feel shy,
afraid of making mistakes, and stumble when they utter ideas. Besides that, lack of curriculum
emphasis on speaking skills such as teachers' limitations in teaching English proficiency, class
conditions not favoring oral activities, limited opportunities outside of class to practice, and
examination system not emphasizing oral skills, the supporting environment does not provide
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in conducting communication. With these problems, students may need a solution so they can
achieve English-speaking proficiency. Practicing speaking skills could be achieved in many
ways, for example by using a mirror to speak using the English language alone, joining a
community or group that shares the same problem, or using literature as learning media.

Because of the need to be proficient in speaking skills, education in Indonesia has
provided English in the curriculum to support students in English language acquisition.
Adipramono (2011) stated that it is important for human intellectuals to learn another language
after the mother language. Based on that explanation, the acquisition of English as a second
language is important for the students in Indonesia. In higher education in Indonesia, English
education has become a study program under the faculty of education. The English education
study program at Sriwijaya University helps students to learn deeper English at the college
level by providing various subjects, one of which is Literature in English Language Teaching
(ELT).

Literature in ELT is one of the subjects offered in the English Education Study Program
at Sriwijaya University. It is a subject that helps students’ English proficiency by using
literature as learning media, which helps the student achieve the goal of learning English. This
subject is learned by the students in their fourth semester. As explained in the academic and
student guidebook in the period of 2020-2021 (Buku Pedoman Akademik dan Kemahasiswaan
2020-2021, 2020), Literature in ELT is a course aimed at providing students with skills to
recognize some drama texts from classical, modern, and contemporary periods and choose a
drama to be featured as a class project. Through this course, students read drama texts and are
expected to be able to analyze, and interpret critically the selected drama text using character
analysis studies. In addition, students are expected to speak and write about literature in a
communicative and critical way with their language skills. This explains that there is
involvement of literature in students’ English learning. Inderawati (2020) explained the role of
literature in the ELT classroom, and literary texts are worthy of providing students with rich
linguistic input and effective stimuli as one of the ways to express themselves in other
languages and also as a potential source of learner motivation for the student. By that
explanation, learning English through literature could help the student improve their language
skill.

Literature used for learning media has been used for a long time, literature such as poems,
short stories, and drama play. Exploring literary texts in English Language Teaching (ELT)
provides an opportunity to put language into a context where grammar rules, phrases, and
vocabulary already learned can be explored, and at the same time, new words are discovered.
As a result, students' ability to read in English improves with a good understanding and
reflection on texts from different perspectives (Bessadet, 2022). One of the literatures that can
be applied in teaching speaking is the drama play. In addition, the drama play allows students
to learn and practice speaking English more through drama scripts (Harmawati, 2017). which
explained the use of drama in class could help students practice their speaking skill.

The use of drama play in class for English language teaching may help as one of the ways
to practice speaking skills. In drama play, students may practice overcoming the problems
mentioned above with the practice of using drama. Akyiiz & Tanis (2020) argue that in
speaking, drama considered as one of the ways to for learners to get a chance to practice English
by using target language in life-like situations. Drama and drama techniques can help students
to learn and express themselves both through language spoken and language expression as well.
Since the students are more active in verbal communication, drama is also a specific action to
make the learning process more active, exciting, communicative, and contextual (Masoumi-
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Moghaddam, 2018). These two explain that drama provided a chance to the students to learn
English in like-like situation, also. by using drama; verbal and oral practice are involved so the
student may practice their speaking skill not only for their English-speaking proficiency but
also in more enjoyable ways and also learn the drama as the literature, so it fulfills the
educational purposes while the student achieves it by using more enjoyable ways.

With the implementation of drama play in class, students' language skills, especially
speaking skills, are expected to improve from the use of drama in Literature in ELT class, but
the one who can testify to the impact of drama on speaking skills is the student itself. Therefore,
this study aimed to find how students perceive the impact of the drama play in Literature in
ELT class on their speaking proficiency. This study also aimed to find aspects of speaking
skills that improve by participating in drama play in Literature in ELT class.

From the background of the study, the gap of the study arises. Drama and speaking skill
practice has been investigated by other researcher, their focus this theme mostly revolve around
the implementation and the effect based on observation and test, Therefore, the gap arise
between other studies and this study which are this study focus on the perspectives from the
students, the gap is to find how English Education students perceive the impact of the Drama
Play in Literature in ELT Class on their speaking proficiency. This study also aims to find
aspects of speaking skills that improved through drama play.

1.2 The Problems of the Study

From the background of the study and the gap that exists, the problems of this study
appear in the form of two research questions to find the perceptions from students which are:

1. How do students perceive the impact of the Drama Play in Literature in ELT Class on
the Speaking Proficiency of Fifth Semester Students of the English Education Study
Program at Sriwijaya University?

2. What aspects of speaking skills were improved by the drama activity from the
perspective of fifth-semester students of the English Education Study Program at
Sriwijaya University?

1.3 The Objectives of the Study

The problems of the study that exist help in setting the objectives of this study which are:

1. To find out whether or not there are impacts of Drama Play in Literature in ELT Class
to improve the Speaking skill of fifth semester students of the English Education Study
Program at Sriwijaya University.

2. To find out what aspects of speaking skills were improved by the drama activity from
the perspective of Fifth Semester Students of the English Education Study Program at
Sriwijaya University.
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1.4. Significances of the Study

The results of this study are expected to answer and solve the research questions of
this study and to fulfill the objectives of the study. The results of this are also expected to
contribute and have the significance for education. Therefore, the significance of this study is
as follows:

1. For students
The results of this study are expected to benefit undergraduate students in improving
their English-speaking skills by using drama play as a learning method, especially for
English Education study program students at Sriwijaya University.

2. For lecturers
The results of this study are expected to provide information regarding the use of
literature like drama play as a learning method for improving students' speaking skills.
With this, lecturers and students can work together in using drama play as a teaching
and learning method to improve students' speaking skills.

3. For future research
For others conducting similar research, the results of this study are expected to add new
information and can be used as a reference for further research progress when they have
similar problems.
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