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The objectives of this study were to find out (1) what learning style was mostly 

used by the students and (2) whether or not there was any significant correlation 

between the students’ learning styles and students’ descriptive writing 

achievement. Correlational research design was used in this study. The writer 

applied convenience sampling and 124 eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 

Palembang in the academic year of 2015/2016 were chosen as the sample. The 

‘Barsch Learning Style Inventory’ and writing test were used to collect the data. 

Pearson product moment correlation coefficient was used in analyzing the data by 

using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) version 22. The results 

showed that (1) visual learning style was mostly used  by the students (64 out of 

124 students), followed by auditory learning style and kinesthetic learning style 

respectively and (2) there was a weak significant correlation between the students’ 

learning styles and students’ descriptive writing achievement (r= 0.314 and sig. 

value= 0.000).  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents (1) background, (2) the problems of the study, (3) 

the objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study. 

1.1 Background 

 Communication is a purposeful activity of information exchange between 

two or more participants to convey or receive the intended meaning. In having a 

communication, people have to know at least one language. Language 

distinguishes humans from animals. According to Fromkin, Rodman, and Hyams 

(2011, p. 284), language is the source of human life and power. Therefore, 

learning a language is very important in order the people can understand each 

other. 

   Knowing a language does not mean that someone only can speak the 

language, but what he/she says should be understood by the others who know that 

language. In a language, there are some aspects and skills that should be learnt. 

The language aspects are grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, and culture. The 

language skills are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Hence, to master a 

language, people have to master the elements and the basic skills of the language 

first. 

 There are many languages in this world, one of them is English. English is 

an international language which is spoken by many countries both as a native and 

as a second or foreign language. As a global language, it has important role in this 

world. It is used as a means of communication both spoken and written language 

in every field of human life. Because of its essential function, many people are 

interested in learning this language. 

 In Indonesia, English is as a foreign language. It is taught as a subject from 

elementary school up to university level. It has been an important part of teaching 

and learning activities at school. The objectives of teaching language at school are 

helping students to know themselves, their cultures, English cultures, making 

them able to deliver ideas, feelings, and participating in society (Depdiknas, 
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2006). To reach the objectives, especially making the students participate in 

society, the teachers have to help them develop their communication ability 

through comprehension of English language skills. 

Among the four language skills, writing is one of the most important skills 

in learning English as a foreign language. Harmer (2001) says, “Writing is a basic 

language skill, as important as speaking, listening, and reading skills.” It is one of 

the productive skills that should be mastered in using a language. Oshima and 

Hogue (1998) state, “Writing, particularly academic writing is not easy. It takes 

study and practice to develop this skill.” To strengthen this idea, Hartfiel, Hughey, 

Wormuth, and Jacobs (1985) state that the students should consider some aspects 

of writing such as grammar, mechanics, content, vocabulary, and organization 

when they write. That is, writing is a complicated skill. 

In writing, there are many kinds of texts that students should learn. For 

senior high school, according to Curriculum 2006, the students are required to 

learn about text of recount, narrative, procedure, descriptive, news items, report, 

analytical exposition, spoof, hortatory exposition, and review. One of the texts 

that students still find it difficult to master is descriptive text. Descriptive text is a 

text which is intended to describe a particular person, place, or thing. The fact that 

according to research done by Adiyansyah (2006), involving the eleventh grade 

students at SMA Negeri 18 Palembang as sample, showed that students still have 

many difficulties in writing descriptive paragraph. The difficulties are in 

grammar, 93.3% of students were in the unsatisfactory level and 6.7% were in 

average level, in organization 91.7% of students were in the unsatisfactory level 

and 8.3% in average level, in diction 80% of students were in the unsatisfactory 

level and 20% were in average level, and the last in mechanic 86.7% of students 

were in the unsatisfactory level and 13.3% were in average level. Then, research 

done by Mardiyah, Saun, and Refnaldi (2013) which involved the second grade 

students of SMP N 1 Canduang Padang found that from 24 of the students, 10 of 

the students got difficulties in developing their ideas. Another problem that 

students face according to research conducted by Hami (2011), they have 

difficulties in writing descriptive texts because descriptive text requires the 
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students to recall and describe the things in systematic order. Therefore, from 

those problems, writing descriptive text is not easy for the students. 

The characteristic of good descriptive writing is it includes many vivid 

sensory details that paint a picture and appeals to all of the reader's senses of sight, 

hearing, touch, smell and taste when appropriate. It can be said that when the 

students are asked to describe something, it means they are required to remember 

all the details of the thing whether they have ever seen, heard, or touched. Every 

student has his/her own style in remembering the details of the thing. It means 

they have their styles in learning. Stewart and Felicetti (1992) state that learning 

styles are those educational condition under which a student is most likely to 

learn. Learning style is the way how person prefers to learn and process the 

information in which he/she will learn best when dealing with him/her styles. 

Moreover, some students tend to learn by seeing, some others tend to learn by 

listening, and the others tend to learn by touching.  

According to Fleming (2001), learning styles can be divided into 3 types: 

visual learning style, auditory learning style, and kinesthetic learning style. Visual 

learners remember best what they see: pictures, diagrams, flow charts, time lines, 

films, and demonstrations. Auditory learners learn best through hearing things 

such as listening to lectures. Then, the kinesthetic learners are those who learn 

best through experiencing or doing things.  

Learning style is one of the aspects that influences someone in learning a 

language. According to the research done by A’lalia (2011), involving the 

students of English Education Study Program at Sriwijaya University as the 

sample, there was a significant correlation between learning styles and speaking 

achievement. The visual learners had better speaking achievement than the other 

learning styles. Next, the research done by Karlina (2015) which got involved the 

eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 4 OKU as the population revealed that 

there was a very weak relationship among learning styles, learning strategies, and 

reading achievement. The other research was done by Mohammadi and 

Talebinejad (2015). This research, taking the Iranian EFL freshman students in 

Payam Noor University as the sample, found that students’ style of learning has 
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impact on the students’ way of thinking and writing performance. Unfortunately, 

it was in contrast with the study conducted by Alkubaidi (2014). The result 

revealed that there was no significant difference among language learning style 

preference categories in relation to writing performance. It happened because the 

English department does not strengthen the language itself, but rather focuses on 

literature subjects. 

Many teachers claim that it is important to know their students’ learning 

styles. Arends (2012) states that teachers should familiarize the background of 

their students to try to understand their points of view, one of the efforts is by 

paying attention to their learning styles. In line with this idea, Brahmakasikara 

(2013) gave a suggestion to teachers to encourage the group of learners to take 

charge of their learning by expanding their preferred learning style to 

accommodate the teaching methods used in class. By knowing their styles of 

learning, the teachers can design the materials that are appropriate for their 

students. Many researchers also have done some experiments which showed that 

by having media related to the way how the students enjoy their learning and 

increase their achievement. Therefore, learning styles should be considered by 

teachers to make the students’ performance better. 

In this study, the writer was interested in doing a research at SMA Negeri 

9 Palembang in order to know whether or not there was a significant correlation 

between learning styles and descriptive writing achievement. This school was 

chosen because when the writer had field teaching practice for about 2 months in 

the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palembang, she found that the students 

had their own styles in learning. For example, some students were interested in 

learning when the writer gave them pictures as the teaching materials. Some other 

students preferred to learn when the writer taught by using video and audio. Then, 

the other students liked to learn when the writer invited them to do something in 

the classroom. Usually when they were interested in the media that the writer 

used, their scores were better. Looking at the way how they learnt, it made the 

writer interested in doing the study related to learning style. Since the writer had 
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the writing descriptive text as the criterion variable, the eleventh grade students 

became the sample of the study because they have learnt about descriptive text. 

 Based on the description above, the writer would like to conduct a 

research entitled: “The Correlation between Learning Styles and Descriptive 

Writing Achievement of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 9 

Palembang”. 

1.2 The Problems of the Study  

 In this study, the problems were formulated in the following questions. 

1) What learning style was mostly used by the eleventh grade students of SMA 

Negeri 9 Palembang? 

2) Was there any significant correlation between learning styles and descriptive 

writing achievement of the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 

Palembang? 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

 Based on the problems above, the objectives of the study were to find out 

(1) what learning style was mostly used by the eleventh grade students of SMA 

Negeri 9 Palembang, (2) whether or not there was a significant correlation 

between learning styles and descriptive writing achievement of the eleventh grade 

students of SMA Negeri 9 Palembang. 

1.4 The Significance of the Study 

 It was hoped that the result of this study would be a meaningful 

contribution to the English teachers to know the correlation between students’ 

learning styles and descriptive writing achievement. Hopefully, this study could 

help teachers improve their students’ descriptive writing achievement by leading 

their students to be aware of their learning styles. For the students, it was hoped 

that this study will make them aware of the importance of understanding their 

style in learning in order they can find out the way how to improve their English 

achievement. For the next writers, hopefully it can be used as one of references 

which can help them conduct the similar studies. For the writer herself, this study 
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would be a valuable experience which could help her improve the ability in 

teaching English by understanding students’ learning styles in the future. 

 

  



36 
 

REFERENCES 

Adiyansyah, A. (2006). The difficulties in writing descriptive paragraphs faced by 

the second  year students of SMA negeri 18 Palembang (Unpublished 

undergraduate thesis), Sriwijaya University, Palembang. 

A’lalia. (2011). The correlation between learning styles and speaking 

achievement of the students of English education study program Sriwijaya 

university (Unpublished undergraduate thesis), Sriwijaya University, 

Palembang. 

Alkubaidi, M. A. (2014). The relationship between Saudi English major university 

students’ writing performance and their learning style and strategy use. 

English Language Teaching, 7(4), 83-95. Retrieved from 

http://www.ccsenet.org /journal/index.php/elt/article/view/34933 

Anderson, M., & Anderson, K. (1998). Text types in English. South Yarra, VIC: 

Macmillan. 

Arends, R. I. (2012). Learning to teach (9th ed.). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. 

Arikunto, S. (2008). Dasar-dasar evaluasi pendidikan. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara. 

Barsch, J. (1996). Barsch learning style inventory. Novata, CA: Academic 

Therapy Publications. 

Best, J. W., & Kahn, J. V. (1993). Research in education (7th ed.). Needham 

Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

Brahmakasikara, L. (2013). Learning styles and academic achievement of English 

III students at assumption university of Thailand. ABAC Journal, 33(3), 41-

52. Retrieved from http://www.abacjournal.au.edu/2013/sep2013/04_41-52-

article-4.pdf 

Brown, H. D. (2000). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to 

language pedagogy (2nd ed.). White Plains, NY: Longman. 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and 

evaluating quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed.). Boston, MA: 

Pearson Education, Inc. 

Depdiknas. (2003). Kurikulum 2004 standar kompetensi mata pelajaran bahasa 

Inggris sekolah menengah atas dan madrasah aliyah. Jakarta: Depdiknas. 

Depdiknas. (2006). Kurikulum tingkat satuan pendidikan mata pelajaran bahasa 

Inggris sekolah menengah atas dan madrasah aliyah. Jakarta: Depdiknas. 

Donnelly, R. A. (2007). The complete idiot's guide to statistics (2nd ed.). 

Indianapolis, IN: Alpha Books, a member of Penguin Group, Inc. 



37 
 

Ellis, A., Standal, T., Pennau, J., & Rummel, M. K. (1989). Elementary language 

arts instruction. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

Fairbairn, G. J., & Winch, C. (1996). Reading, writing and reasoning: A guide for 

students (2nd ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Open University Press. 

Fleming, G. (2001). Know and use your personal learning styles. Retrieved from 

http://homeworktips.about.com/od/homeworkhelp/a/learningstyle.htm 

Fraenkel, J. R., & Wallen, N. E. (2003). How to design and evaluate research in 

education (5th ed.). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Education. 

Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2011). An introduction to language (9th 

ed.). Australia: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Frost, J. (2015, February 19). Choosing between a nonparametric test and a 

parametric test [Web log post]. Retrieved from 

http://blog.minitab.com/blog/adventures-in-statistics/choosing-between-a-

nonparametric-test-and-a-parametric-test 

Ghasemi, A., & Zahediasl, S. (2012). Normality tests for statistical analysis: A 

guide for non-statisticians. Int J Endocrinol Metab, 10(2), 486-489. 

Retrieved from http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3693611/ 

Hami, W. (2011). Improving students' ability in writing descriptive text through 

wholesome scattering game (Unpublished undergraduate thesis), Walisongo 

State Institute, Semarang. Retrieved from 

http://library.walisongo.ac.id/digilib/files/disk1/104/jtptiain-gdl-

widodohami-5200-1-widodoh-i.pdf 

Harmer, J. (2001). The practice of English language teaching (3rd ed.). Harlow, 

UK: Longman. 

Harris, D. P. (1974). Testing English as a second language. New York, NY: Tata 

McGraw-Hill. 

Hartfiel, F., Hughey, J. B., Wormuth, D. R., & Jacobs, H. L. (1985). Learning 

ESL composition. Rowley, MA: Newbury House. 

Heaton, J. B. (1988). Writing English language test. Harlow, England: Longman 

Inc. 

Hilliard, D. (2001). Learning styles and personality types. Retrieved from 

http://www.wncc.edu/studentservices/counseling/stylestypes/3personalityty

pesandlearning.html 

Ho, R. (2006). Handbook of univariate and multivariate data analysis and 

interpretation with SPSS. Los Angeles, CA: Chapman and Hall CRC 



38 
 

Hornby, A. S. (2000). Oxford advanced learner's dictionary (6th ed.). Oxford, 

UK: Oxford University Press. 

Jensen, E. (2008). Brain-based learning: The new paradigm of teaching (2nd ed.). 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 

Karlina, M. (2014). The relationships among learning styles, language learning 

strategies and reading achievement of the eleventh grade students of SMAN 

4 OKU (Unpublished undergraduate thesis, Sriwijaya University, 

Palembang. 

Litta, L., & Atmowardoyo, H. (2015). The effect of visual auditory kinesthetic 

learning styles as technique in improving students' writing ability. ELT 

Worldwide, 2(2), 62-76. Retrieved from http://www.ojs.unm.ac.id 

/index.php/ELT/article/view/1688/727&lc=id-ID&s=1&m=895 

Mohammadi, S. M., & Talebinejad, M. R. (2015). Language learning context, 

learning style and Iranian EFL students' essay writing performance: A 

critical thinking perspective in a web. 2.0 environment. Theory and Practice 

in Language Studies, 5(7), 1412-1422. Retrieved from 

http://www.academypublication.com/ojs/index.php/tpls/article/view/tpls050

714121422 

Naning, Z. A., & Hayati, R. (2011). The correlation between learning style and 

listening achievement of English education study program students of 

Sriwijaya university. Journal Holistics, 3(5). Retrieved from 

http://jurnal.polsri.ac.id/index.php/holistic/article/view/141 

Navidi, W. (2011). Statistics for engineers and scientists (3rd ed.). New York, 

NY: McGraw-Hill. 

Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (1998). Writing academic English (3rd ed.). New York, 

NY: Longman, Inc. 

Rambe, H. H., & Zainuddin. (2014). The effect of using visual, auditory, 

kinesthetic (VAK) learning model on students' achievement in writing 

recount text. Journal of English Language Teaching of Fbs Unimed, 3(4). 

Retrieved from http://jurnal.unimed.ac.id/2012/index.php/eltu/article 

/viewFile/1385/1144 

Rumsey, D. (2010). Statistics essential for dummies. Indianapolis, IN: Wiley 

Publishing, Inc. 

Stewart, K. L., & Felicetti, L. A. (1992). Learning styles of marketing majors. 

Educational Research Quarterly, 15(2), 15-23. Retrieved from 

http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ480418 

Sugiyono. (2012). Statistika untuk penelitian. Bandung: CV. Alfabeta. 



39 
 

Tompkins, G. E. (1994). Teaching writing: Balancing process and product (2nd 

ed.). New York, NY: Merrill Pub Co. 

Tuckman, B. W. (1978). Conducting educational research (2nd ed.). San Diego, 

CA: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 

 

 


