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Thé Réle of Heart of Borneo Initiative in Protecting Tropical Rainforest in

Southeast Asia
Azhar o
Faculty of Law, Srimijaya University, Indonesia
E-mail. aszhar_2000@yahoo.com

1. Introduction

According o the Forest Resources Assessment 2000, forests cover about 3,870 millon ha, or 30
percent of the earth's land area, Tropical and subtropical forests comprise 56 percent of the
world's forasts, while temperate and boreal forests account for 44 percernt. Forest pantatons
make up only about 5 percent of &i forests; the rest is natural forest

Covering an area of roughly 267 000 square miles, Bomec is the third-largest island in the world
and also one of the most important equaterial rainforest in the world. Bomeo was once coverad
with dense rainforests with it overall size of nearly 743,330 scuare Kilometers (knt). The
tropical rainforest covers almost 30 percent of the isiand. it is divided into four political regions:
Kalimantan belongs © Indonesia; Sabah and Sarawak are part of Malaysia; a small remaining
region comgrises the sultanate of Brunei which are Malaysia (Sabah and Serawak) (26.7%),
Brunel Darussalam (0.6%) and Indonesia (Kalmantan - West, Cental South, and Easl)
(72.6%)" which can be seen from Map 1. Localed southeast of the Malay Peninsua and
southwest of the Phiipgines, Bomeo is primarly mountainous, with dense areas of rain foest
The highest peak in Bomeo, Mt Kinabalu, stands at 13455 fL With a generally hot, wet cimale,
rain is more common than not, with some portions of Bomeo receiving between 150 and 200
inches of rainfal annually, Betwean October and March, monsoons buffet the island. This area of
forest is also famously known as the "Heart of Bomeo’ (HoB8) which Is naw being threatenad from
all soris of threats that are mostly human made."

In view of these threats and the fear of loging the HoB, the three countries in the island have
comwwithajolmwuomﬁontﬂmmmathfaassﬁnmmmrdeﬂrwﬂonmh
help of the World Wildife Fund (WWF). This article will lock into the features of the Heart of
Bomeo Initative forest and its importance, and also the threat faced by the aweas in the tree
countries. Finally, we wi examine the main issue of this article, that Is, he formulation and the
role of the HoB initiatives in protection of rain forest in Southeas: Asia and its progress,

2. Heart of Borneo initiative forest

The Heart of Bormeo, one of the most blologically diverse habitats on earth, comprises the
central highand rainforests of Bomeo and transcends the imemational borders of Brunel,
Malaysia and Indonesia.

Given the abundance of rainfall, it makes sense that Bomeo's flora is among the most diverss in
the world. Bormeo has neary 11,000 species of flowering plants, about a third of which are
indigenous. How dense is the vegetation? In one 16 acre area of Borneo's lowland forest, over
700 species of trees have been recerded. In comparison, there are only 171 native free speces in
al of eastern North America."

]
The HoB covers a total of 220,000 k' of equatorial rainforest. It also contains most diverse
crealures in the planet, from the Orang Utans, Rhinoceros and also other unigue plant species.
The HoB is conservatively essmated o hold 222 mammals (including 44 endamic — not found
anywhere else in the world), 420 residert birds (37 endemic). 100 amphibians and 384 fish (19
endemiz). There are 10 primate species, over 350 bird species, and 150 reptles and
amphitian spacies. At least 15,000 plants, of which, 6,000 are found nowhere else in the world.

Favsalom Feiajer Indonssi (PPI] Jepang. Weroura Dume umuk indonesie dan Membuka Indonasis unik Duna 3
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Between 1994 and 2004, at least 361 new species have been descrbed from Borneo, which are,
260 insects, 50 plants, 30 freshwater fishes, 7 frogs, 6 lzards, 5 crabs, 2 snakes and 8 toad.’

Figue 1. Map of the administrative of Bomeo [Source. www.panda. orgl

HoB initiative is the answer for the island fortification. It will ensures sustainable developmeni
part of he island valuable resources and contents from exploitation, protecti.

species and dverse ecological liveiihood and most importantly preserving the island's natural
heritage for future uiization.”

3. Threats to the Bomeo forest

Quduumuﬂemshadwhm.aomomﬂombumdm ratura!
roooumslobﬂomdi\momnd&mmwmmrmﬂuwmﬂommr
timbar. Palm oil plantations have become one of the prominent features on Borneo at times
dominating the landscape.

According 1o the United Nation's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ), Indonesia he
experienced the greatest destrucion of forest of any country in the Asia Padfic Region anc
especialy in Bomeo. The Word Bank has precicied that in Kalimantan thare will be n lowdzn:’
rainforest left outsice protectad areas by 2010 if the current destniction rate conti ,

In the mid 1980s the forest cover of Bomeo was still at 73.7%. In 2005 only 50% of Bo
remained under forest cover, Between 1985 and 2005 Bomeo lost an average of 850 07"
hectares of forest every year. If this trend continues, forest cover will drop to less thana thir
2020, Moseover, the rate of deforestation in Kalimantan is increasing. Betweean 2000 and 2002
deforestafion rose 1o 1.2 milion hectares a year. Together with forest loss in Sabah and Seiz
this would mount 1o total forest loss of 1.3 milkon hectares a yeer. This is the eguivalent of 147
hectares every hour and 2.5 hectares a minutes "™

Wmmq‘-mmmmum‘amm dan Indenean untur Dunta
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Deforestation. is the biggest threat 1 the equatoral rainfores2 of the HoB. This can be seen
mmimdmmoﬂmuonlnmtmad-udmbﬁm, agriculture, forest
ﬂnmdllognlvdldfohdun).-uomotthauuﬂulbdbdafomhionofhumll
al started with industrisl road construction, The iniiator of deforestaion in the HoB is mainly
due 10 the introduction of two simple machines in the 1950s, that is, the chainsaw and the
caterpiliar tracior. With these two machineries, the construction of road Is made easier, which
also results in the easy reach of previously unexplored | whose trees can be felled in a
matter of minudes., Since, then, the development of roa been a key factor, changing the
face of Bomeo. With the construction of new roads, & led to an increase in agiculture in
pnvbw,mmmmmmommmowyofwmummmmdo

logging, either legal or ilegally, as they see the profit gained from seliing the timbers fFom the
area.

Another cause of deforestation in the HoB is from oil paim piantation, which is most common in
mhyshmdltmmsla.uhyarehe!mlcmutupoﬂmolpomollhﬂnwwu Vast
areas of the forest have to be declared in order to make way for the oil palm plantation.  In 2004,
ovusmMm&amhwmtionsmhwmbmmedbrw
ov«isuofpetnoilprodu:ﬁon." in Sabah, more then 16% of the land was wilized for oil paim
Mﬁon.lthuabmntanionhwumdoipdmphmmnvmmpohnﬁalbroxpunbnto
upto1.7n1monhn.uwmwucdmf_orvmﬂbot_sabufsmlmcmaooﬂu
locatbnwimmmprolpﬁngmmmllnushb.smu-mdwnmwnahd
lsdavobplmﬂnM‘.anpdmdwuumc&nakanbmamm”oolwm
acreage of oll palm in the Sandakan district, and neighboring Kinabatangan and Beluran district*

More farmers ame convering to oll farm cash crop with its high yields and quick retumns.
Indigenous tibes sre encowraged Y convert their forested land, palm oi plantations are
springing up all over Saawak and it is calching up with Sabah in terms of poduction The
implication of these economic actvities would be a massive treat o the tropical rainforest
whereby Increase in pdvate paim oil plantason would lead to shifting cultivation, inefficient and
hazardous cloarance of land  Clearing land by fire and llegal logging has already threatened
the tropical forest in both Sabah and Sarawak.

The Indonesian govemment has kcensed 9.7 milion hectares of oil palm plantations, with 7.9
mifion hectares akeady planted by 2009. Some sources even mention plans for the
es@blishment up to 20 millon hectares of paim ol plantations through 2025 — an area the size of
England, the Nethedande and Switzoriand combined *

To set up these plantations, however, more ofien than ot rainforests and along with them
t:adtiomlmbmtryamlhnﬁmdmdowwodSimomdarnphmﬁonsin&xmhm
fast reaching their geographical limits, the plantation corrpanies are concentrating more and
more on Kaimantan and Papua.

“In Central Kaimantan alone, one of the most important habitats of the orangutan, there were 1.2
million hectares of cil paims planted by 2008 — half of it just recently due 1o the new toom,”
Allcgether, uoz\dfou'imsum plantations an planned for the province, 70 percent of it
In forest areas, ’

A study by Greenpeace claims Indonesia destroyed 28 million hectlares of its rainforests since
1990 ~ mainly for the cultivation of oil palms — making it the world's biggest deforester. The
slash-anc-burn mathod used 1o dear forests for plantations also exposes the rich peat soll
beneath, releasing an estimated 1.8 bilion tons of carbon dioxide a year into the atmosphere.
Peal and forest fires are the st sources of menmade CO; afer transportation, and
have made Indonesia the workd’s thi greenhouse gas producer after China and the
United States, The Agriculture Ministry, however, continues o deny any link between palm oll
production and deforestation in Indonesia ™

mmmq-rmm:mmm rtuk (ndonesia dan Mambuka indonesia uniuk Duve 6
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Moreover, Kalimantan has already vastly exploited its resources through mining activities-mine
and quarries have been set up 1o extract precicus stones and minerals. Mining had a serous
offect on Kaimantan surface; mines and processing unit for basic raw materals are source of
water contamination. Also open pits are hazardous to both wiidliife and human beilp Mining
araas have been reported to impede parts of Kelimantan's natural drainage pattems.

Indonesia has recently caused a controversial an environmental Essue in Borneo, when it again
fated to control its logging activities causing deforestaton, shifing cultivation and forest fire.
Finaly, Indonesia has not signed the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Polution

Brunel Darussalsm is heading towards the phrase of diversifying its economy. This wil involve
utlizing land, forest, forest contents. The economy wil concerirate itself away from the netion’s
chiaf export of oil and gas production.

The resuting outcome will be & major threat to nation's forest resource. Brunei Darussalam has
aready extracted its forest resource fom its logging activiles. Alhough logging is confrolied
and permilted 1o authorized loggers, the problem of dlegal logging activities is persisting within
the country.

Further, the agricuture sector both pdvate owned and state registered stakeholders are
hreatenad 1o the forest. This problem is becoming an issue and needs to be assessed ¢
Brunel Darussalam s trying 1o achieve national rice dependency output of 70% by 2015. ™

This national target wil require land to be utilized more for rice production,

Another problem that threatens the focest in Brurei Darussalam is the shifing cultivation;
improper clearing of land that conlinues o be praciiced by local farmer such an open burning
could destroy the natural habitats, species and ecoiogy of the forest,

Projection of Borneo’s Forest Cover
1985-2020

Figure 2.The rate of deforeatation in Bomeo [Source: WWF 2005]

me-;mmummwmwmmmumam
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4. Heart of Bomeo Initiative .

The Heart of Bomeo initiative Is one of the most furdamental approaches in protecting and
conseeving the natural environment. WWF is supporting the govemments of Brunei Darussalam,
Indonesia and Malaysia, at national and local Jevels, with the support of WWF, has inifated a
jolmaﬂoﬂbrhp«ohdbmmmtbnawmmmeolmbmmm
watercalchments of the HoB area. This infiative has opened up the eyes of each country
WMdmmmmdmmmmmbuadmmmumu
asit is one of the most important existing equatorial rainforest in the world.

mmammmnmnmmmmmmmmn-
ground-breaking workshop which brings all 3 Borneo govemments; Indonesia, Malaysia and
Brunei Darussalam, logether for the first time to discuss the Hean of Bomeo. The workshop
Mwmmmmmduwbwmmmmmwmmmmor
Bomeo, and promotes the need for effective ransboundary achvities. Further discussions were
set on the issues and a consensus is reached on @ vision and action plant to promote the
declaration of fhe HoB.

On December 2005, during the 11™  ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, the Chaiman
shbdmﬂnhpoﬂmdplwklmmmmmmaloeommwum:uodm.
The mBIsWumehtmmmmphndmASEAmemmo
BIMP-EAGA (Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines-East ASEAN Growth Ares),
which is endorsed by the heads of govemment. The statement and the inclusion of the HoB in
the BIMP-EAGA work plan shows how initiafves is moving up on the poiitical agenda in
Southeast Asia,

On March 2006, the HoB is officialy launched at the Convention on Biological Diversity
conference by the three Bomean govemments. The three countries are now committed in
supporting the Iritigtive. This commitment is a landmark for the Heart of Bornec. What is
needed now s a formal Declaration from the three governmerts 1o pave the way for increased
irtemational collaboration to improve the management of the region, With this announcement,
iukospelsﬂnu\dofmtocuﬂoﬁuworwshmstpcmolphruioninKalmnm,
along Indonesia’s mountainous border with Malaysia. The scheme was expectad 0 cover an
ares of 1.8 mificn hectares and would have had long-asting, damaging conseguences on the
Heart of Bomeo, Hanoc,wonpllmldulmdthetb&.nmmt\ditm.qmtb
effect in helping to conserve the forest in Bomeo.

On 12" Febeuary 2007, the long awaited official signing of the forral Declaration was held i Ball,
Indonesia and it was officially signed by the 3 representatves from the tfree govemments of
Brunei Darussalam Malaysia and Indonesia. The thres country declaration will conserve and
susiainable management one of the most important centers of biodiversity in the wordd, covenng
approximetely 220,000 ki of equatorial rainforest (almost a third of the lsland) (See Figure 3).
After three ysars of intense negotistiors, research and planning, the Declaration became 2
n-ltybmmouhooomwﬂonolhﬂ-bawuonmebpofhmmmmumndas
otmmwnm.‘mmmimwu-mmmn
brought togethet the | governments under a common commitment.

5. The W initiative In protecting tropical rainforest in Southeast Asia

In order fo play Mxﬂlp HoB inistive has five main programs set as the 1op priorities in the
oﬂeﬂheonu,gt HoBarea The five programs are™:

a. Transboundary management

b. Profecied areas management;

¢. Sustainable natural resources management,

d, Ecotowrtsm development;

o. Capacity bullding
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Figure 3. Map of the heart of Bornao areas [Source: tﬁﬁflhuw.ponda.org]

Transboundary management refers to the management of the collaboration of three
govermments in conserving the HoB area. Since the HoB covers the forest in the thres
countries, proper planning, integration and cooperation bstween the govemments of the thre~
countries need 1o be setup to ensure the HoB area can be properly monitored and managed
reality and not just discussed on paper in workshops, seminars and conferences.

Each country also needs 1o propery manage the proteciad areas in their jurisdiction 8o as |

enforce the declaration and ensure that the areas are indeed being protected and conserve.
The protected areas are usualy akready being deciared as National Parks or Forest Reserve”
which can ba saen fromthe Figure 4.

Anothar important program In the HoB is the sustainable natural resources manage mant, whic
will help to ensure that there are sustainable uses of natural resowrces in the HoB areas. T
example, If thero are stil trees being fellad in the HoB areas, it needs %o be replanied 1o ensu..
that the irees are being repiaced. In addition, if mining is still done in the HoB areas, it neer
be properly managed so that it does not disrupt the HoB areas biodiversity too much.  How

If It does disrupt the environment in the protected areas, proper actions need 10 be enforcec v
discourage pecple from causing further disruptions.

Ecotourism is ancther part of the program in the HoB.  Accarding to Li and Han™*, ecotour
represents one of the most environmentally friendly altematives for the economic developme
protecied areas. [t can help benefit the protected areas by providing income to the kcal pec..c
ard elso contributing to the national development of the country. it & becoming a boo!
business around the world and part of the activities of ecotourism can ba hiking, bird watchu,,
and wildlife viewing in the forests,

Persalusn Peigier Indonesia (PH) Jepwg Mombuka Durve untuik indonasie dan Mermbuke Mdonasis untuk Durse
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HEART OF BORNEO
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Figure 4. Map of the protected areas [Source: hitpiiwww pands.org]

8runel Darussaiam is already trying to further develop its ecotourism by improving the curren
faciities in Nationa! Parks and Forest reserve and also providing new fadilities in order 1o suppor!
the demand for the increase in ecotourism.  This is also apparent fom the allocation of budget
of BND 65 millon in the Nafional Development Plan 2007-2017, which Inclides the
implementation of four new programs; Fomstry Resource Protecfon, Extension of forest
Infrastructure Facifties and Support, Extension of Forestry Incustry (Ecotoursmm) and Forest
Product. and Deveopment of Social and Environmental Foresiry (Brunei Long-Term
Development (Plan 2007). Al of these programs will Iindafinitely help to boost the counfry's
sootourism industry, ™

The final program in the HoB is capacity bullding, in which the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) has defined it as "the creation of enabling environment with appropnate pollcy
and legal frameworks, irstitutional development, Including community participation (of wormen in
particular), human resources development and stergthening of managerial systems.” It further
describes it as “a long-term, continuing process, in which all stakeholders participate (ministies,
local authorities, non-govemmental organizafbns and waler user groups, professional
associations. academics and others).” Therefore, in relations to the HoB, capacity buikiing is
nesded in order for the conservaton efforts 1o be successfully implemented by the joint efforts of
the three govemments in providing the necessary poicy and legal frameworks and also
appropriate human resources 10 support the conservation acfvities programs, Furthermore,
support from other non-govemnmental organizations (NGOs) is slsec needad in order for the
conservation effods 1o be success. One NGO that is already supporting and helping the HoB is
the WWF

Fersatuon Paiger INconesia (PR Jepeng Membuka Dunis unfuk (ndonesis den Membuka Indonesia untuk Dumio 9
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6. The progress of HoB initlative - -

The latest progress of HOB was on the Fourth Trilateral Meeting to discussed finaized the
Institutional Arangement and Modaiities for the implementation of the HoB Initiative followed bya
workshop on “The Next Frontler. Forests to Reefs —~ Challenges and Opportunities”, which was
held from Apeil 22 to 23, 2010. The maeting also aimed to provide an update of each country’s
progress in implementing their national HoB initiatives and discuss cther matiers which are
relevant for the sucosssful and effective implementation of the Heart of Bomeo Initiatives.

The objeciives of the workshop, among others are 1o promole awareness regarding the
worhmmm.bmmmmmmmbmmemmmm
thomion\«doooman-snluwdmshwaomrdloomcomundabmbem
faced in implementing initatives and endeavors. R highlighted the interrelationship of the forest
ocoqswﬁhuomlowyumlnomrwmmmmwodamamhml
resources management. The participants werm representatives from government Institutions,
private sector, local community, non-govemment organizations, and other concemed
staksholders from the HoB (Brumei, Indonesia and Malaysia) member countries A total 60
delegates from Brunei, Malaysia and indonesia attended this workshop.

The Third Heart of Bomeo (Hob) Trilateral Meeting in Ko Kinabslu, Ssbah, Malaysia on 5"
October 2000 attended by delegations from the countries involved. During this meeting Malaysia
presented that st the national-level, Malaysia had formed a National Expert Working Group on

the HoB, Mndmsmmmlausmwmmmmmmwmm
stakehoiders from Sabah and Sarawak as wel as Peninsular Malaysia.

On the other hand, at the State-level, Sabah and Sarawak have also formed the State Steering
Committee on HoB chaired by their respective State Secretary. The National Expert Working

OMpMnﬁdemhMaymumbdmhinplcmarulionofmoHoaproitcls
in Sabah and Sarawak.

Under the Ninth Malaysia Plan, which covers & period of five years, the Federal govermment has
allocated a sum of RM10.8 millon 1o Sabah and Sarawak fo implement various projects and
actvities under the HoB Initiatives.”

The 2™ HoB Trilsteral Meeting was held on 4™ and 5" April 2008 in Pontianak, West Kalimantan,
Indonesia. During the meeting, each country presented thai progress report on the HoB and
also their plans or strategles in order 1o make the HoB success.

For Brunel Darussalam, the representstive preseried the National Project Document entitied
*Project implementation Framework (PIF).” The PIF sets out five objectives for Brunei's HoB
namely: momﬁmofmmw”dhmurhabimBasmlummW
wuwwammmﬂcmonwmmmofmnum
use of foreste and to sustainable timber harvesting infegrated framewock for the conservation
and susiainable use of forests and related natural resources; me-estabiishment of forest
conneclivity and the greening of degraded areas; and promoling public support and awarenass
towards Brunei HoB. p

Indonesia is sdll in the process of formulating the National Project Document.  Malaysia had
fonmdamlmonwwmmmlmmm,mehm:mndnnhuskb
formulate the national Project Document, while Indonesia had not implemented the formulation
of the Strategic and National Action Plan of Indonesia. However, the country has yet fo presem

the national Project Document which is required for the country o formuiate under the HoS
inftiative.

If we look at the progress of Hean of Borreo from Transboundary management perspactive that
the foundations of the Heart of Bomeo's transboundary collaboration were faid at a workshop in

MMN"M&%MMMU‘WWG“WWMM 10
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April 2005 {hat was hosted by the Brunei Darussalam govemnment and faciitated by WWF. The
event was attended by over 150 represertatives from the government and non-govemment
agencies of Brunel Darussalam, Indonesia and Malaysia, presented the benefits of large-scale
conservation thinking, reviewed issues facing the uplands of Barmao, and promoted the need for
affective transboundary partrership.

At the end of 2005, Indonesia's Ministry of Forestry held & National Workshop on the Heart of
Bomeo, drawing more than 100 participants from 8 govemment departments and 10 dstricts in
Kalimanan. The workshop resuted in a draft Heart of Borneo Declaration, an agreement on the
mmotmmﬁﬁnwwmmmmnmlonumma
implementation. In 8 commendable show of partnership, these key oulpuls were communicated
1o the other 2 Borneo countries, Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia,

WWF-Malaysia has held briefings qul.lnljunofaombrgovmmammd

decision-makers at both Federal and State levels (Sabah and Sarawak) and the response has

been posiive. In March 2006, the govemment concluded that it woukd support the Heart of

Bomeo programme.  Malaysia's Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment took the lead

gopv'.paﬁng tor the tri-nafional Heart of Bomeo meeting, hostad in July 2005 by the Indonesian
emment,

Alusmmmmgmnrnsbemadiwodhmmhmlnpomemupvmh
W.mmmmmmwmnamPhuimwmmhmyzooe-m
demonstrated eager support for the programme. As an outcome of this workshop, the
mdmammbnmwwdmohauudﬁmﬂ%bmmhnMd
ﬂnwty.imhdngboﬁiowmmdmandmdmﬁonma.m Heart of Bomeo
area in Brunei now extends from the interior upland borders, down through peat swamps to
beach forests along the coast .

Other progress of the HoB is the creation and expansions of the protected areas management
are shown in Figue 4, These areas mostly have baen identified as Natlonal Parks or Forest
Reserves and some are newly declared parks or reserves. The lropical reinforest of Bormeo are
one of the most biokgicaly diverse habitats on earth, The District Government of Barito Lrara
(Indonesia) and the Gurung Lumut- Mudler Foundation, a locslly based NGO, have announced
the nomination of Gunung Lumut protection forest in East Kalmantan to be a National Park. The
area Is Intemationally recognized as imponant for biod versity conservation and function for the
Kaharingan people, who beleve their spirits reside in the mountain after death™

Mloronfommﬂofanytlnd.M'wwyotbbomfamotorﬂmmaombyltniom
effarts of the three govemments against those who violate or are destroying the three or
biodiversity in the protecled areas. So far, any form of enforcement has been done by
individual country according to the exising laws In each country

Moreover, in term of sustainable natural resources management, there are three possibiities of
achieving sustainable financing for HoB projects: internal projects of each member,
transboundary projecis (coliaboration among Brunei, Indonesia and Malaysia) and making use of
the HoB initlative. Brunei has launched a project, spearheaded al Sungai Ingai. Brunei wil be
abile to access the lovel of biodiversity in Sungai Ingai, which represent biodiversity in the part of
HoB. Mﬂwﬂanuﬂmﬂhswlmmmmmmaasmlnmmmaaomo as a World
Heritage Site. The basin covers almost 400 square miles (600 sq ki) and ranges from 1,650/
(500m) to about 6,500 (2,000m) deep, which environmentalists call the Lost Werld, is deep within
the remote interiar of North Bomaeo, was only discovered in the 1970s and remains largely
unexplored ™ Mining and timber conglomerates have long eyed the rich coal deposits and
potential concessions in the basin. In late March 2010, WWF-Indonesia and the Muller-Schwaner
Project (MS) held discussions in four sub-districts of Katingan to introduca the community 10 the
National Park Management Plan and the Colaborative Management concept.

Katingan area contains about 80% of the 181,000 ha, includes Bukit Baka, Bulit Raya Natioral
Park in the Schwaner mountain range, straddiing Central and West Kalimantan in the FoB. The
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further suggested activiies mainly for sustainadble resources management such as the

development of agro-forestry (rattan phntmons rubber, and agro-wood) and vestock/animal
husbandry (goats, cows, chickens, fish, nc)

In term of ecotourism development, indonesia (Kakmantan) exprassed inlerest in taking pan in
the joint ecotowism package that Brunel, Sabah and Sarawak have been acfively promoling.
The idea for the ecolourism package was revisited during a bilateral meeting between the
Minister of T Maiaysia (Or. Ng Yen Yen) and the Minister of Industry and Prirmary
Resources Brunei (Pehin Orang Kaya Sen Uama Dato Seri Setia Hj Yahya Begawan Mudim
Dato Paduka H Bakar) during the Asean Tourism Forum in January 2010, Brunei Darussalam
The possibilty for Brunei fo market its Sungai Ingel Protection Forest in Belait District as another
ecolourism product with coul ba jointly promoled with the nearby Gunung Mulu Naional Park in
Sarawak, which is 8 UNESCO World Heritags Site. WWF indonesia, in coliaborafion with the
provincial Department of Tourism, plans 1o expiore the towism potential of Central Kafmantan,
including Sebangau National Park, with the aim of publishing a guide to tourist destinations inthe
area. WWF-indonesia Is pleased to support govemment efforts to boost the economic situation of
local communities. In this case, ecotowrism should become a source of livelihood for local
residents while conserving natural resources. There is a fulure for Brunel, Indoresa and
Malaysia to work more closely and captalize on the existing sustainable ecotourism so It wil
berafit not just he iravel agents and tour operators, but more importantly for me the people kving
in the rural areas™,

For cspacity buildng, WWF in colaboration with Forun Masyamkat Adat (FORMADAT),
Serawak Malaysia develop and market as green and fair product (GFP). One of the products,
Adan rice, is planted by communities in Kmyan, Ba Kelalan, Bario and Long Pasia. This is an
original, local variety from the Hightands in the Heart of Bomeo. The Adan rice comes In white,
black, and red varieties, The commurily also seeks recognition of collective intelactual Proparty
Rights for tha rice as a product of the Indigencus Pecples of the Highlands of Bomeo, Other
products 1o use the GFP branding are mountain sak and wild cinnamon, Sustalnable use and sale
of forest products end other natural rescurces with market potential can become a conservation
measure and help protect significant biodiversity while fuliling essential economic needs and
affording good livelhoods to the communities living in and around conservation areas. Brunel has
akeady launched project One \illage, One Product in 2008, which fe concept is the nation
asplmbmwammwuyumwtmbcalmwmusanumhlbm
marke! scale, both locally and intemationally, which could ulimalely enhance the people's
standard of Iving™. The Dayak communifies in Datarban and Diak Lay both showed a deep
knowledge of forest ecology and regenerative procasses based on centunies of expenence with
long rotation agicultwe, Tradtional wisdom combined with more recent sclentific
experimentation indicates rapid re-growth can be achieved if cutting and burming are controled.
The productivity of valuable timber and nondimber forest producis can be grestly increased
through enrichment planfing and other manipulations of the natural environment. The Dayaks as
well as the Kutal and migrant groups, are concemed about the future of their communities and the
natural resources upon which they depend. The local government, NGO, planners, academics,
and community development specalists to empower forest psopie with the legal custodial
authority 1o heal disturbed forest ecasystems and mulw them once again ecologically rich and
economically pro

Finaly, according fo Adam Tamasek from the Weeld Wiidife Fund (\Wi)ba clear ragionsl policy
framework is crifical for the Heart of Bomeo project fo succeed There is a whole
interconnecivity aruammmmmmummm govemments,
stakeholders, undersianding that they are all as much of the problem as they are of the solution

7. Conclusion

After looking info the formation and background of the HoB, it can ba sean that the joint efforts of
tha three Bomean govemmenis have gained support from the global community and other
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- international organizations. However, since the HoB is stil considered as being In its Initial
stages, there are still a kot of improvement and work 1o be done by the three countries involved.

There i= a need for more public awareness of the HoB, which means that the three governments
need 1o do more exhibitions and campaigns 1o inform the public on the importanca of the HoB
initiative in protecting and conserving the forest and biodiversity.

Since the HoB initialive involves the three govermments, there is a need for proper budget
allocation in order to support the programs plannaed for the project.  Moreover, thers must be
equal commitments from all the three countries involved to ensure that the HoB wil be a
success,

There seems 10 be very slow progress on implementation of the programs planned.  So far, the
HoB Initlative members and representatives from the three courtries have only held meetings
and group discussions, but no actions have been enforced on the violators of the HoB arsas.
Therefore, there is a need for more actions rather than just meetings and discussions, so that it
wil show public that the HoE Is already in acfon and hopefully will discourage people from
further dastroying the HoB areas,
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