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OF THREE UNIVERSITIES IN PALEMEBANG

ABSTRACT

Reflective thinking i a bevel of higher thinking which deals with analyzing and making judgement
through thinking process (such as elabomting with the prior knowledge and correcting mistakes
found during troubleshooting), Reflective thinking also believed as one of the factors affected
listening. To prove thal statements, the aims of this siudy were to find out whether or not there was
m significant comrelntion between studenis’ reflective thinking ond lsiening comprehension
achievement, and o find oul whether or nol there was significant confribution of reflective
thinking o lstening comprehension achievement, The sample of this study was 170 sixth semester
siudents of English Education Stody Program of three universities in Palembang which is
Sriwijayn University, PGRI University and Muhammadivah University, The technique of
collecting the data was total populstion sampling. Two instruments were used in collecting the
datn, First is a reflective thinking questionnaire and the second was a lisiening test. Pearson
Product Moment Comelation Coefficient and Simple Linecar Regression were used fo snabyze the
dam, The result of Pearson Product Moment showed that the r-obitmined (0, 799) was higher than r-
table (0.197). It means that there i & significant correlation between reflective thinking and
listening comprehension achievement. The result of regression showed that the F vablse (0.000)
was lower than the significant value (0.05), and the adjusted r-square was 0.637. It means that
there i3 63% contribution of reflective thinking 1o Hstening comprehension achievement.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents. (1) the background, (2) the problems, (3) the

objectives, and (4) the significance of the study.

1.1 Background

English is one of the languages in Indonesia that is taught in every stage of
education, from primary school to university (Siragih, Silalahi, & Pardede, 2014).
Based on Indonesian Government Regulation No. 32, 2013, article 70, English is
stated as a compulsory subject that has been taught and has been included as one
of the subjects that is tested in national final exam in junior and senior high
schools.

Based on the survey done by English First course institution about ‘English
Proficiency Index’ (EF EPI) which the ranks are grouped into the highest (1-8),
high (9-21), average (22-35), low (36-57), and the lowest (58-80), Indonesia ranks
39" of 80 countries in the world and ranks 10" of 20 countries in Asia. It means
that Indonesia is till in the low ranks. Whereas, the neighboring countries like
Singapore and Malaysia got high ranks in English Proficiency Index in term of the
language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing).

In learning English, students are expected to be able to master al language
skills of English, which are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Among the
four language skills, listening plays an important role in the life of people. As
Darweesh (2014) says that listening is the most important skill used by people to
communicate with each other. Gilakjani and Ahmadi (2011) reported that 40-50
percent of our daily communication is spent on listening, 25-30 percent on
speaking, about 11-16 percent on reading and only 9 percent on writing. It means
that listening gives much influence in our daily communication.

By listening students can acquire foreign language. Hamouda (2013) says
that the importance of listening skills can be denied in foreign language because
receiving language input is the key to acquire alanguage. According to Saricoban

(1999) “listening is the ability to identify and understand what others are saying”



(p.16). Not only hear but also try to understand what the speaker is saying. As
Chazal (2014) states that student needs good listening skill to understand what
people are saying in many academic situations.

Vandegrift (2004) claims that listening is persumably the least explicit
among the four language skills, that makes it the most difficult skill to learn. As
Oxford (1993) describes that listening is a complex problem-solving that is not
simply the sounds recognition. Listening involves understanding of words,
phrases, clauses, sentences, and connected discourse as well. Development of
listening skill, might be affected by various factors, one of them is reflective
thinking which is as a sub-category of critical thinking (Vogely, 1998).

The past decade has withessed an increasing attention to reflective thinking
and its importance as an element of education (Willingham, 2007). Boud, Keogh
and Walker (1985) define reflection as. "those intellectual and affective activities
in which individuals engage to explore their experiences in order to lead to new
understandings and appreciations’. Dewey (1933) agrees that reflective thinking is
a part of critical thinking which deals with the practice of analyzing and making
judgments concerning what has occurred (experience). Dewey (1993) aso adds
that reflective thinking is important in prompting learning (including listening
comprehension) through complex problem-solving strategies is appropriated to
achieve the goal. It becomes evident that reflective thinking is a necessity for
daily activities, because whenever a decision is made, we go through a thinking
process (Rudd, 2007).

It is also supported by the informal interview with severa sixth semester
students of English Education of Sriwijaya University who have taken al the
Listening courses, that after the Listening courses, they often think again about
what they have learned. Also when they faced the same type of question they
often reflected what they have learned and improved the way they answer the
question.

Based on the study conducted by Ghanizadeh (2017), reflective thinking
influences the academic achievement positively. It means that if the students have

high reflective thinking, they will have good academic achievement.



Naghdipour and Emeagwali (2013) found that age and the level of education
are two key determinants of reflective thinking behavior. It means that different
ages can influence the reflective thinking.

DeVito (2000) states that there five stages of listening which are receiving,
understanding, remembering, evaluating or judging, and responding. According to
Kember, Leung, Jones, Loke, McKay, Sinclair, Tse, Webb, Wong, Wong, and
Yeung (2000) there are four aspects of reflective thinking which are habitual
action, understanding, reflection, and critica reflection. In both listening and
reflective thinking there are two stages and aspects that are same, which is
understanding and evaluating and judging included as reflective in reflective

thinking.

For those reasons the research was conducted to investigate “The
Correlation between Reflective Thinking and Listening Comprehension
Achievement of The Sixth Semester Students of English Education Study
Program of Three Universitiesin Palembang”.

1.2 TheProblemsof the Study
The problems of the study are formulated in the following questions.

1. What is the reflective thinking of the sixth semester students of English
Education Study Program of Three Universities in Palembang?

2. What is the listening achievement of the sixth semester students of English
Education Study Program of Three Universities in Palembang?

3. Isthere any significant correlation between reflective thinking and listening
comprehension achievement of the sixth semester students of English
Education Study Program of Three Universities in Palembang?

4. If yes, how much is the contribution of the reflective thinking to listening
comprehension achievement of the sixth semester students of English
Education Study Program of Three Universities in Palembang?



1.3 The Objectives of the Study

In relation to the problems above, the objectives of the study are formulated

in order to:

1. find out the reflective thinking of the sixth semester students of English
Education Study Program of Three Universities in Palembang.

2. find out the listening comprehension achievement of the sixth semester
students of English Education Study Program of Three Universities in
Palembang.

3. find out whether or not there is a significant correlation between
reflective thinking and listening comprehension achievement of the
sixth semester students of English Education Study Program of Three
Universities in Palembang.

4. find out how much contribution of the reflective thinking to listening
comprehension achievement of the sixth semester students of English

Education Study Program of Three Universities in Palembang.

1.4 The Significance of the Study

By conducting this correlational study, hopefully it can answer the research
guestions and can be useful for students, teachers or lecturers, and future
researchers.

1. For the students, hopefully the result of this study can make the students
increase their reflective thinking considering the importance of reflective
thinking.

2. For the teachers or lecturers, hopefully this study gives an insight about
the importance of reflective thinking, so they can look for the way to
prompt the students’ reflective thinking.

3. For the future researchers, hopefully the result of this study will give alot
of information about reflective thinking and listening comprehension
achievement of the three universities which can be useful as a reference

for doing the research on the same topic.
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