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THE CORRELATION BETWEEN CLASSROOM CLIMATE AND 

READING PERFORMANCE OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS IN KERTAPATI SUBDISTRICT 

 

ABSTRACT 

This aims of the study were to find out whether or not ; (1) there was a significant 

correlation between classroom climate and reading performane of the eighth grade 

students of junior high schools in Kertapati sudistrict, (2) there was a significant 

difference of reading performance of the eighth-grade students of junior high 

schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on the school’s accreditation, (3) there was 

significant difference in classroom climate of the eighth-grade students of junior 

high schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on the school’s accreditation.There 

were162 students which chosen purposivelly. Twenty four questions of reading 

comprehension test and fifty six items of classroom climate test were administered 

to the samples. The result of Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient 

showed that (1) there was no significant correlation between classroom climate 

and reading performance (p-value > 0.05, p-value=0.104, N=162), Because there 

was no significant correlation between two variables, it means that classroom 

climate did not correlate with the students’ reading performance but among seven 

aspects of classroom climate, there were two aspects  significantly correlated with 

reading performance although in weak category (Teacher support = .180 and 

Equity=.171). (2) there was a significant difference of reading performance of the 

eighth grade students of  junior high schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on 

school accreditation (p-valule = .000). (3) there was no significant difference of 

classroom climate  of the eighth-grade students of junior high schools in Kertapati 

subdistrict based on the school’s accreditation (p-value= .517).  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents (1) the background, (2) the research 

questions, (3)  the objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the 

study. 

 

1.1 Background of the Research 

 

Reading is an active cognitive interacting process with print and 

monitoring comprehension to find meaning (Bromley .2007). Reading plays a 

vital role in the education of any student. No matter the country, culture, or 

region, students learn to read and then read to learn something new. By 

reading, students learn and get new information and students can gain other 

skills such as speaking, writing, and enrich the vocabulary knowledge. The 

more they read, the more knowledge of the world is obtained. 

 In terms of teaching and learning in Indonesia, standard competence of 

reading in 2013 curriculum for junior high school students grade eighth states 

that the students should be able to understand the meaning of written short 

functional texts and essays in the form of message, greeting card, notice, 

recount, descriptive and narrative.  

The survey done by  PISA (2015) (Programme for International Student 

Assessment) showed that Indonesian students’ reading performance was still 

below the average score of OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation 

and Development). Indonesia is ranked on the 69
th 

out of 76
th

 and has mean 

score of 397 in 2015 (OECD average score was 496). It means students’ 

reading performance in Indonesia is still poor. Moreover, the study conducted 

by Central Connecticut State University in the US (2016) showed that 

Indonesia is the second worst among the world’s 61th most literate nations, 

only higher than Botswana.  

In terms of English proficiency, the position of Indonesia is in the 51st 

rank among 88 countries with score of 51,58 (Educational First, 2018). 



 
 

 
 

Educational First (2018) also stated that among the 11 provinces surveyed, 

South Sumatera received a low score of 47,38. The number of illiterate 

people is still very big, 154.032 people or 3,16%  of the population 

(Department of  Education of  South  Sumatera  Province, 2008). In addition, 

the study from Diem, Sofendi, Purnomo, Ihsan and  Vianty (2015) who did a 

study about students’ functional reading achievement in Bahasa Indonesia, in 

Palembang city and from 184 students, found that only 12 students or 6.5% 

have good achievement, 20 students or 8.40% got very bad score, and no one 

got excellent achievement. It means that reading is still a problem for most  

Indonesian students, especially in Palembang.  

Hidi (2001) states there are some factors which can affect students’ 

reading performance such as reading interest or motivation and also students’ 

learning environment including schools’ infrastructure, etc.  Furthermore, 

Prasetyono (2008) also states that there are factors that can influence reading 

skills; internal and external factors. Internal factor is the factor which comes 

from within students, it includes students’ ability and reading habit. The 

external factor is the factor that comes from outside such as environment; 

family, society and school.  As stated, there are environment, Miller and 

Cunningham (2006) state that there are some scopes of classroom 

environment such as physical environment, classroom climate, psychological 

environment, and role of the teacher in a classroom environment. Among 

those factors, one of them is classroom climate which means the students’ 

learning environment such as the situation for students’ learning and the 

interactions in the classroom ; interaction among the students and interaction 

between students and the teacher. Leone (2009) also defines classroom 

climate is the type of classroom environment involving shared perceptions of 

the students and teachers.  

A positive classroom climate is needed in learning process and it also can 

be the key influence on student performance and motivation. It is in line with 

a study conducted by Kay Hawk, Cowley, Hill, and Sutherland (2002). They 

found that when a positive relationship exists, students are more motivated to 



 
 

 
 

learn, more actively participate in their learning and the learning is likely to 

be more effective. In this part, teacher has an important role to create 

classroom climate where students are required to follow. Educators have a 

vital role in the smooth learning process of students. While whatever 

educators do will always be in vain if students cannot receive what is taught 

by educators because they are the subject of learning (Jaya, 2019).  Therefore, 

classroom with high teacher support sometimes tend to have students who 

enjoy learning process and teacher who give a positive feedback will improve 

students’ performance and make it as a motivation to get achievement 

(Patrick, Ryan, & Kaplan, 2007; Trickett & Moss, 1995). Lambert and 

McCombs (1998) also state that interacting to students in diverse perspectives 

and voices, respecting each other, and being a friend with students can get the 

goal of learning easily.  

In terms of the relationship between classroom climate and reading 

performance, the study done by Mucherarh, Finch, & Smith (2014) entitle 

“Exploring the Relationship between Classroom Climate, Reading 

Motivation, and Achievement: A Look Into 7 Grade Classrooms”, showed 

that reading development is affected by several factors, includes the reading 

motivation, external factors such as the climate of the reading classroom, 

climate competition,  teacher  support,  and  affiliation . From their  study, 

teachers should create an condition of reading as a paired, an activity in 

which students and the teacher share their opinion with one another what they 

have read and their opinion about the material. Therefore, this sharing activity 

has the potential to reduce misunderstanding, reading activities become more 

interesting if teacher has a contribution to the discussion in learning process. 

Furthermore, the study conducted by Patrick, Ryan, and Kaplan (2007) with 

younger students, tested the relationship among classroom climate, 

motivation, and engagement among the 5th-grade students, and they found 

high teacher support is contributed to the students regulation strategies and 

also academic achievement.  



 
 

 
 

In Palembang, there are 17 subdistricts. They are Alang-Alang Lebar, 

Bukit Kecil, Gandus, Ilir Timur I, Ilir Timur II, Ilir Barat I, Ilir Barat II, 

Kalidoni, Kemuning, Kertapati, Plaju, Sako, Seberang Ulu I, Seberang Ulu II, 

Sematang Borang and Sukarame. According to Ministry of National 

Education and Culture (2018) there are 207 junior high schools in Palembang 

City. Based on the data from the Ministry of National Education and Culture 

(2018), the average score of English national examination in Palembang in 

2017 is 44.66 and Kertapati subdistrict gets the lowest averange which was 

36.76 among the 17 subdistricts in Palembang. There are 13 Junior High 

Schools in Kertapati subdistrict that consists of 3 state junior high schools, 10 

private junior high schools, among the 13 schools, only 3 schools (SMP 

Negeri 12, SMP Negeri 36, and SMP YWKA Palembang) get A accreditation 

and the rest is B with 6 schools and C with 4 schools. According to the 

Ministry of National Education and Culture, in 2017, from 13 junior high 

schools in Kertapati subdistrict, SMP Negeri 12 Palembang got the highest 

score of English national examination (41.56) and SMP Puja Handayani got 

the lowest score (34.28) of English national examination. 

According to BAN SM ( Badan Akreditasi Nasional Sekolah Menengah) 

(2017), there are several components that should be fulfilled by the school to 

get A accreditation such as content standard, process standard, graduate 

competence standard, teacher competence, facility and infrastructure, 

management, funding, and also assessment. Among 17 subdistricts in 

Palembang, most of schools in Kertapati subdistrict get C accreditation. There 

are factors that can influence why there are 4 junior high schools still get C 

accreditation such as lack of facility and infrastructure, lack of educators or 

teachers and also uncomfortable class condition. In terms of reading English 

performance, those schools are not well-equipped to support students’ 

activities. Therefore, due to this condition, the writer want to know whether 

or not the student's low performance in reading might be correlated by the 

classroom climate of the school in Kertapati subdistrict 

 



 
 

 
 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

1. Is there any significant correlation between classroom climate and reading 

performance of the eighth-grade students of junior high schools in 

Kertapati subdistrict?  

2. Is there any significant difference in reading performance of the eighth-

grade students of junior high schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on the 

school’s accreditation? 

3. Is there any significant difference in classroom climate of the eighth-grade 

students of junior high schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on the 

school’s accreditation? 

1.3 The Objective of the Study 

1. The objective of this study is to find out whether there is a significant 

correlation between classroom climate and reading performance of the 

eighth-grade students of junior high school in Kertapati subdistrict or not. 

2. The objective of this study is to find out whether there is a significant 

difference in classroom climate of the eighth-grade students of junior high 

schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on the school’s accreditation or not. 

3. The objective of this study is to find out whether there is a significant 

difference in reading performance of the eighth-grade students of junior 

high schools in Kertapati subdistrict based on the school’s accreditation or 

not. 

 

1.4 The Significance of the Study  

By doing this study, it is hoped that will be beneficial for people to 

gain more knowledge about the correlation between classroom climate and 

students’ reading performance in Junior High School. It is also hoped that this 

study will provide important information to teachers of English regarding  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

the correlation between classroom climate and students’ reading performance. 

It can be useful as a reference for the next researcher. 
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