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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents: (1) the background, (2) the problem, (3) the objectives, and (4) 

the significance of the study 

1.1   Background of the Study 

As an international language, English is the most widespread language in the world. It 

is the major language of news and information in the world. Harmer (2007, p.20) states that 

English makes people feel interested in learning because of the phenomenon that English can 

be a bridge language in order to communicate for those who share different languages. 

English as a lingua franca (ELF) has appeared because English is as a native speaker of the 

language in the world. Therefore, learning English is very important. 

English is considered as a foreign language in Indonesia. Nababan (1982) states that 

the linguistic situation in Indonesia is complex because more than 400 local languages with 

thousands of dialectical varieties are spoken as first languages. In other words, English is 

categorized as a foreign language in Indonesia because English is not spoken in daily 

communication by Indonesian. In learning English, students will learn the four basic 

language skills; they are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. One of the most important 

tools that need to be studied more and play an important role in creating awareness and 

pleasure is reading (Grigg and Mann, 2008). Similarly, Debat (2006, p.8) defines that the 

most important skill for students of English as foreign language (EFL) or second language 

(ESL) is reading. Reading has a significance effect to other language skills that is important 

for the students to master it as one of the four language skills. Dorkchandra (2010, p.1) states 

that one of the language skills for those learning English as a second or foreign language 

(EFL/ESL), for academic success, and for professional development is reading. According to 

Cobb (2007), he defines that reading is a process of looking at and understanding the 

meaning of a piece of writing by interpreting the characters or symbols of which it is 

composed. 

Reading is crucial in our life and it has many parts in learning a language. Mikulecky 

and Jeffries (2004) state that reading is one important way to improve general language skills 

in English. It will help the readers learn to think in English, improve their writing, practice 

their English especially for those who live in non-English speaking country, and help them to 

enlarge their English vocabulary. 



Reading is an essential life skill. It cannot be separated from people’s life. It is 

considered important since it affects all areas of one’s life from childhood to adulthood. 

Meanwhile, according to Tennant, reading is an identification of words, from the simple 

individual meaning of letters to a part of a text (Tennant, 2013). Reading is so important 

because through reading, people can improve their knowledge, understand the information, or 

read from printed pages. Students who read proficiently often perform well academically in 

all subjects (Cooper, Moore, Powers, Cleveland, and Greenberg, 2014). Nowadays, it is easy 

for the people to get the information from all over the world. They can get the information 

from the internet, journals, articles, newspapers, and books, especially in English books. 

According to Bernhardt (1991) the ability to read is acknowledged to be the most stable and 

durable of the second language modalities. 

Reading skill refers to the ability to understand what has been read. It means that the 

students should try to understand and remember it. In addition, reading needs creativity and 

critical analysis. According to Talebi (2012) reading is one of the essential aspects in the 

process of learning English. The students can get information, new knowledge, and new 

vocabulary from the reading text. 

Reading is also something crucial and indispensable for the students because the 

success of their study also depends on their ability to read. They will have a better chance to 

success in their study if they have good ability in reading. If they do not have a good ability 

in reading, they will have difficulty in making progress. As Paul (2003, p.83) states that being 

able to read and write enables an EFL learner to speak more communicatively. It means that 

the students can easily improve themselves if they have a good ability in reading. 

Wasliman (2003, p.2) states that the international association for the evaluation of 

Education Achievement in Asia reported the result of Indonesian students’ reading among 

East Asia is among the lowest. The Indonesian students just have the ability to master 30% 

reading material. The students have some problems in reading. 

The writer did the preliminary interview with the English teachers of SMA Patra 

Mandiri 1, on the 25th of October 2018 at 09:30. Based on the interview, there were many 

causes that made the students get difficulties in reading. It was hard for the students to 

comprehend the text because (1) the students lacked of vocabulary, (2) the students were not 

motivated in reading, and (3) low interest in reading. 

The reasons of those problems were because, first, the students lacked of vocabulary 

because they had less intensity in reading. Some of them prefer to read a text in Indonesian 

language than in English. Second, the students were not motivated because they did not 



understand the purpose and importance of reading. Third, they had low interest in reading 

because most of them prefer to play with their gadget or watch movies than read some books 

or texts. 

Because reading is very important skill to be comprehended, there must be an 

effective way to guide the students in reading and improving their comprehension in reading. 

Unfortunately, there is no instant way to be good in English. It will take a long time to 

teaching and learning English in order to be able to communicate. It is one of the most 

challenging tasks either for the students or for the teachers. One of the factors that affect the 

students’ successfulness is motivation. Of course, every student has different way to be 

motivated, they cannot be motivated by the same way. The acceptance of others will motivate 

some students, the challenges will also motivate them. According to Bromley (1992), 

motivation to learn is a competence obtained “through general experience but stimulated 

most directly through modelling, communication of expectations, and direct instruction or 

socialization by significant others (especially parents and teachers).” 

Elliot, Kratocwill, Cook, and Travers (2000) define motivation can be as an internal 

condition that induces us to action, shoves us in particular directions, and keeps us in certain 

activities. Motivation is a support for someone from another people or something. A 

cognitive frame work that based upon choices, decisions, plans, interests, goals, and 

calculations of success and failure is motivation (Woolfolk and Nicolich, 1980). It means the 

motivation to choose subject, goal, and interest in learning English that makes somebody 

wants to learn English. 

Therefore, reading has to be such an interesting activity for the students, they must 

feel enjoy and comfortable with the reading activity. They also should have high self-efficacy 

in order to gain higher reading comprehension and understand the text. Bandura (1997) states 

that self-efficacy concerns with someone’s perception about capability to create his or her 

own achievement. It means that if someone has higher self-efficacy, they will have a good 

perception about capability to reach their comprehension. 

In fact, reading is one of the challenging tasks in learning a language. However, 

students must have obstacles in the process of learning English, especially in reading 

comprehension. It can disturb the students to learn English. The students should be able to 

have a good vocabulary to know the meaning of text. Another problem, the students also 

have a problem about the duration. When the students have an examination, they must be 

able to get the information quickly without wasting time. The other problem, as it is 

confirmed by Klassen and Usher (2010) on their study, the number of studies conducted on 



efficacy in different academic fields from 2000 until 2009, and the results showed that there 

were only four studies conducted in second language learning compared to 60 studies in 

general teaching among 238 dissertations and theses written in English language during that 

period. The result shows that the research on self-efficacy in second language as well as 

foreign language learning may still need to be conducted to give more contribution to the 

body of knowledge. Furthermore, self-efficacy plays a significant role in language learning. 

For example, some students believe that they can do the test and will get a good score. It is 

called self-efficacy. According to Bandura (1986) stated that self-efficacy is someone’s belief 

about their abilities to produce designated levels of performance that exercise influence over 

events that affect their lives. 

In relation to motivation, person who possess higher self-efficacy belief show more 

effort and resistance for completing tasks and therefore have better and more effective task-

fulfilment compared with individuals who have weak self-efficacy (Bandura, 1993).  It 

indicates self-efficacy cannot be separated from students’ motivation. 

 

1.2 The Problems of the study 

Based on the explanation above, the problems of this study are formulated as follows: 

1. Was there any significant correlation between motivation and reading comprehension of 

the tenth graders of SMA Patra Mandiri 1 Palembang? 

2. Was there any significant correlation between self-efficacy and reading comprehension of 

the tenth graders of SMA Patra Mandiri 1 Palembang? 

3. Was there any significant correlation between two predictor variables (motivation and self-

efficacy) and the criterion variable (reading comprehension) of the tenth graders of SMA 

Patra Mandiri 1 Palembang? 

 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problems above, the objective of this study are to find out whether or not: 

1. there was a significant correlation between motivation and reading comprehension of the 

tenth graders of SMA Patra Mandiri 1 Palembang. 

2. there was a significant correlation between self-efficacy and reading comprehension of the 

tenth graders of SMA Patra Mandiri 1 Palembang. 



3. there was a significant correlation between two predictor variables (motivation and self-

efficacy) and the criterion variable (reading comprehension) of the tenth graders of SMA 

Patra Mandiri 1 Palembang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

Hopefully this study will be useful and can give contributions to the teachers about the 

importance of students’ motivation and self-efficacy to their reading comprehension, and also 

will be useful for teaching and learning process and for the improvement of students’ 

motivation and self-efficacy. It is also expected that the results of the study could help the 

students to have good motivation and self-efficacy that can gain their interest in reading. This 

study also gives the writer new knowledge about students’ motivation and self-efficacy, and 

also a new knowledge so that can improve her English in order to be a good teacher in the 

future. 
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