GENDER, READING INTEREST, AND READING
COMPREHENSION OF 10" GRADERS OF SMA N
PLUS 2 BANYUASIN III

A THESIS

by

Melisa Ulfa

Student Number: 06011181320022
English Education Study Program

Language and Arts Education Department

Z
Ay ALAT PENGASOIAS

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION

SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY

INDRALAYA

2020



GENDER, READING INTEREST, AND READING COMPREHENSION
OF 10™ GRADERS OF SMA N PLUS 2 BANYUASIN III

A Thesis

by

MELISA ULFA

Student Number: 06011181320022
English Education Study Program

Language and Arts Education Department

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION

UNIVERSTAS SRIWIJAYA
INDRALAYA
2020
Approved by,
Advisor 1, Advisor 2,
It g
Dr. Ismail Petrus, M.A. LinggaAgustina S., S.Pd..M.Pd.
NIP. 196211151989031002 NIP. 197908182014042002
Certified by,

Head of English Education Study Program

f

J

HariswanPutera Jaya, S.Pd..M.Pd.
NIP. 19740802200221221003




GENDER, READING INTEREST, AND READING COMPREHENSION
OF 10™ GRADERS OF SMA N PLUS 2 BANYUASIN III

MELISA ULFA
Student Number: 06011181320022

This thesis was defended by the writer in final program examination and was

approved by the examination committee on:
Day : Friday
Date : July 17", 2020

ACADEMIC ADVISOR APPROVAL:

1. Academic Advisor :Dr. Ismail Petrus, M.A. (1\7 i" )

2. Academic Advisor :LinggaAgustinaSuganda, S.Pd., M.Pd. (Ll V7 )

Indralaya,  July 2020
Certified by,
The Head of English Study Program

+

J

HariswanPutera Jaya, S.Pd..M.Pd.
NIP. 19740802200221221003

xii



DECLARATION

I, the undersigned,

Name : Melisa Ulfa
Student Numbar : 06011181320022
Study Program : English Educaion

certify that the thesis entitled “Gender, Reading Interest, and Reading

Comprehension of 10™ Graders of SMA N Plus 2 Banyuasin IIT” is my own work,

and I did not do any plagiarism or inappropriate quotation against the ethic and

rules commended by Ministry of Education of Republic Indonesia Number 17,

2010, regrading plagiarism in higher education. Therefore, I deserve to face the

court if T am found to have plagiarized this work.

Indralaya, July 2020

The Undersigned,
B Al 'i'\, ..'._

FEL

=he

NOABE RN A Melisa Ulfa

06011181320022



DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to my two beloved parents, my mother Siti
Sobiroh, S.Pd.l. and my late mother Naisyah, S.Pd. also my late father Saeri,
S.Pd. and my father Walija, S.Pd. who continuously energize me to finish this
study. Thank you for support, prayer, and everything. My cherished brothers,
Okta Firmansyah and Afan Ananda Kurniawan and my cherished sisters, Liana
Usfa Ratri, S.Pd. and Reti Wulandari, S.H. thank you for loving me genuinely. I

adore you so much.

I also want to deliver my special thanks to my dearest sister, Tri Wulan
Indra Sari. Thank you for accompanying me from starting until the end of our
undergraduate study. My dearest friends, Ulfa Nurfadillah, Yuni Hartati, Ahmad
Redho Nugroho, Sherly Veronica, Rina Suci Ariska, M. Novran Alfarizi, M. Rizal
Harbi Attamimi, Novita Sari and Media Puspita Sari. Thank you for your support,

motivation, and all the things that you have given to me. You all the best.

“It’s a slow process, but quitting won't stop speed it up.”



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This thesis was written to fulfill one of the requirements to accomplish
Undergraduate Degree (S1) at English Education Study Program, Language and
Arts Education Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
Sriwijaya University.

The writer would like to express her great-sincere gratitude to Allah
S.W.T, the Almighty for the blessing and mercies so that this thesis could be
finished.

The deepest gratitude and appreciation are expressed by the writer to her
advisors, Dr. Ismail Petrus, M.A. and Lingga Agustina Suganda, S.Pd., M.Pd. for
their guidance, advice and support during the process in writing this thesis.

The writer is also very grateful to the Dean of Faculty of Education (Prof.
Sofendi, M.A., Ph.D.) and his staff members, the Head of Language and Arts
Education Department (Dr. Didi Suhendi, M.Pd.), and the Head of English
Education Study Program (Hariswan Putera Jaya, S.Pd., M.Pd.) for their
assistance in administrative matters. Her gratitude is also given to all lecturers of
English Education Study program for all the knowledge that could not be
expressed by words.

Last, the writer also would like to express her great and deepest gratitude
to her parents and sisters for their love, support, and advice all the time so that the
writer could finish this thesis. It is hoped that this thesis could be useful for
teaching and learning in English Education Study Program and for developing

science, technology, and arts.

Indralaya, July 2020
The Writer,

C e

Melisa Ulfa



TABLE OF CONTENT

TITTLE OF THESIS ...ttt i
COMITEE APPROVAL ...ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiitetetctecstcteeeeeie e il
DECLARATION OF PLAGIARISM ......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiinicccecee, 1l
DEDICATION & MOTTO .......cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciceeecccecee v
ACKNOWLEGMENTS ..ottt A%
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt vi
LIST OF TABLES ..ot ix
LIST OF APPENDICES ........cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccrcecieceeee e Xi
ABSTRACT ..ottt Xxii
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
1.1 BaCKGIOUNA ...cooiiiiiiiiieeiieceteeeeeee et 1
1.2 Problems of the Study ........cccoooiieiiiniiiieeeeee e 4
1.3 Objectives of the STudY .....coceeriiiiiiinieiiieecee e 4
1.4 Significance of the Study .......cccoeviiriiiiiiniieee e 4

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Reading Comprehension ............coccveveriieeniieniieeeiieeeee e 5
2.2 Reading INTETeSt....c..eeeviiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee et 6
2.3 The Importance of GENdET .........cccceeviiriiiiniiiiiiiieeeee e 8

2.4 The Relationship Between Reading Interest, and

Reading ComPrehensio .......c.eeecvieeriieeniiieeieeeie et 9
2.5 The Relationships among Gender, Reading Interest, and

Reading Comprehension ..........cccccovveiiiiiiiniiinicnieccceeec e 10
2.6 Previous Related Studies........cceeveeeiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieniceeeeeeeecee 11

Vi



2.7 Hypotheses of the Study........cooceeiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiceeee e, 14

CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY

3.1 Method of the Study ....c.coevviieriiieiieee e 15
3.2 Variabels of the Study ......c.cccooiiriiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee 16
3.3 Operational Definitions ........cccccceevvieiriieiniieiiie e 16
3.4 Population and Sample..........covcuieeriieiriieiiiieeiie e 17
3.4.1 Population of the tudy .........cccooiiimiiiiniiiiniiicecee 17
3.4.2 Sample of the Study 17
3.5 Technique for Collecting the Data ..........cooceevviiiiniiiiniiinieiieeee, 18
3.5.1 QUESHONIAITE .....uvvvvveeieeeeeiiiiiireeeeeeeeeeeeeirrreeeeeeeeeenetrrreeeeseeeenanns 18
3.5.2 Reading TeSt....cocueeiiiiiiiiiiiiieieceeeeeceee e 19
3.5.3 Validity of the Instrument ...........cccccoviiiiniiiiniiiiniiciieeeeee, 20
3.5.4 Test REHADIIILY ....coeuveeiiiieiiiieeieeeeeeeeeee e 21
3.6 Technique for Analysing Data .........ccceceevviiiiniiiiiniiieiiieeee e, 21
3.6.1 Correlation AnalysiS......c.ccceceereieiienieniieeniecieeeee e 22
3.6.2 Pearson Product MOMENLt ............covvuieiniiiiiniiiiniieiiieeiceeeeee 23

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS

4.1 Findings of the Study ........ccccooiiiiiiiiirieeeee 24
411 GENALT ..ttt 24
4.1.2 Results of Reading Interest Questionnaire ............cceceeeeruveennnee. 25
4.1.3 Result of Reading Comprehension............ccecveevvveeriieenneeennne. 26

4.2. Statistical ANALYSIS ..coceevieriiirierieeieeeeee e 29
4.2.1 Normality and Homogeneity Data ............cccceevveeieenienneennenns 29
4.2.2 Correlation ANAlYSIS......ccccueeriieieriieeriieenieeeireeeireeeieeeevee e 31

4.2.2.1 Correlation between Gender and

Reading Comprehension.........ccccceecveeveenicineeniieeneenne 31

Vii



4.2.2.2 Correlation between Reading Interest and
Reading Comprehension............cceecvveeviieenieeenieennneen.
4.2.2.3 Correlation between Predictor Variables and
Criterion Variable ..........cccccovviiiiiiniiiiiienicieeeieeeee

4.3 Interpretation of the Study.........cccooviiiiiiiiniiiiiiee e,

CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
5.1 CONCIUSIONS ..euiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiteee ettt s
5.2 SUZZESTIONS ..ceeuiviiiiiiiiiiieeiiteeet ettt ettt e sttt et e s e s
REFERENCES ...ttt

viii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1. Indicators of Reading INterest ..........cccoovuiriiiniiiiiiniiiiieeieeeeieeeeeen 7

Table 2. Population of the Study........ccccovviiiniiiiniiiiiieieeee e 17
Table 3. Sample of the StudY .....ccceeeriiiiiiiiiie e 18
Table 4.Categories of Students’ Reading Interest..........c.cceevveeeniieiniieeinieennneenn. 19
Table 5. Categories of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test Result ............... 20

Table 6. The Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient Scale for Use with

the Eta COCTTICIENT. ...oeiiiiieieeee ettt ettt e e e eeevaaas 23
Table 7. The Number of Male and Female students of 10" Grader in SMAN

Plus 2 Banyuasin IL.........ccccooiiiiiniiiiiieeeeee e 24
Table 8. The Score Distribution of Reading Interest ..........cccceeviievniieniieennnenne 25
Table 8.1. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Internal motivation....................... 25
Table 8.2. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Motivation Factors....................... 26
Table 9. The Score Distribution of Reading Comprehension Test ....................... 26
Table 9.1. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Main Idea.........c.ccceevveevniiennnennn. 27
Table 9.2. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Specific Information .................... 27
Table 9.3. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Reference ............coceevveniieneenen. 28
Table 9.4. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Inference .........cccccecvervveneeeenee. 28
Table 9.5. The Score Distribution of Aspect : Vocabulary...........cccocueeeriiennnennnn. 29
Table 10. The Normality Data : TeSt ......cc.eeveiieriiiiiiiieeiieeeieeeeiee e 29
Table 11. The Normality Data : QUeStionnaire..........cccceeceeevveeeveeneerseeneeesneenne 30
Table 12. The Homogeneity Data : Test and Questionnaire............cccceeeveeeeennnen. 30
Table 13. Correlation Analyses: Gender and Reading Comprehension ............... 31



Table 13.1 Partian Eta SQUATE........ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeiteeee e 31
Table 14 Correlation Analyses: Reading Interest and
Reading Comprehension ............cocueeiieiiiiiiiiiiinieeeceeee e 32

Table 15. Correlation between the Predictor Variables and the Criterion

Variable ... 33
Table 16. Regression Analysis: Gender and Reading Interest to
Reading Comprehension ...........cooueeevieiiiieiniieeniieeeieeseeeeee e 33



APPENDIX A
APPENDIX B
APPENDIX C
APPENDIX D
APPENDIX E
APPENDIX F
APPENDIX G
APPENDIX H
APPENDIX I

APPENDIX J

APPENDIX K
APPENDIX L

APPENDIX M

APPENDIX N
APPENDIX O
APPENDIX P
APPENDIX Q

APPENDIX R

LIST OF APPENDICES

: Indicator of Reading Interest

: Questionnaire

: Reading Comprehension Test Validate

: Reliability of Trying Out Reading Comprehension
: Reading Comprehension Test

: Students’ Questionnaire Score

: Students’ Reading Comprehension Test Score

: Students’ Questionnaire and Reading Test Answer Sheet
: Approval Research Design Seminar

: Approval Preliminary Research Design Seminar

: Approval Thesis Seminar

: Approval of Conducted Research Design Seminar

: Approval of Conducted Preliminary Research Design

Seminar

: Usul Judul Skripsi

: Surat Izin Penelitian

: Surat Izin Try Out

: Surat Telah Melakukan Penelitian

: Surat Keputusan Pembimbing

Xi



Gender, Reading Interest, and Reading Comprehension of 10™ Graders of
SMA N Plus 2 Banyuasin IIT

Reading is a skill to comprehend the written form of language to get information and connect that
information to the reader's knowledge, while gender is a term to indicate male and female as
social groups. This article presented the result of correlations study among gender, reading
interest, and reading comprehension of the 10th graders of SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin IIl. Gender
and reading interest were the predictor variables and reading comprehension was the criterion
variable. Cluster random sampling was used in this study to get the sample. There were 158
students of 10th graders, 126 students were chosen randomly using cluster random sampling. The
data were analyzed by using Eta Correlation Coefficient, Pearson Product Moment Correlation
Coefficient, and Parametric test on SPSS version 25. The result of this study showed the Eta
correlation value was 0.517 of gender and reading interest. It was between the scales 0.4-0.69 so
it means that there was a medium association. The result of this study also showed the significant
(2-tailed) value was 0.000 and it was lower than 0.05 so it means that there was a significant
correlation between reading interest and reading comprehension. The null hypothesis (HO) was
rejected and the research hypothesis (HI) was accepted.And the result of the correlation
coefficient for predictor variables (gender, reading interest) and the criterion variable (reading
comprehension) was 0.000 and it was lower than 0.05 so it means that there was a significant
correlation between predictor variables and criterion variable. The null hypothesis (HO) was
rejected and the research hypothesis (HI) was accepted. The Adjusted R Square value was 0.517
and it means that the influence of gender and reading interest to reading comprehension of 10™
graders in SMA N Plus 2 Banyuasin IIl was 51.7%. Briefly stated, there were correlations between
the predictor variables and the criterion variable. Therefore, gender and reading interest did
significantly influence reading comprehension.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents (1) the background, (2) the research questions, (3) the

objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study.

1.1 Background of Study

In the present day, English is considered as a mandatory hard skill for
everyone, regardless of gender and social borders. English is important because it
is being used as an international language, allowing people from different
countries and different mother languages around the world to connect and
communicate by using it.

Indonesia is one of the countries in the world which set English as an
important second language. Indonesian Education Department put English as a
mandatory subject in the curriculum. Reading is one of the abilities which
Indonesia students should learn and it is put in Standard of Competence of 2013
Curriculum of 10" grade. In other words, students have to know how to
understand the purpose and structure of a transactional and interpersonal text.
Students have to know how to read a simple text because reading is one of the
activities to get information either in the form of knowledge, learning, or
information.

Hornby (2000) describes the word “read” as “to look at end understand in the
progressive written or printed words or symbols. In order to have any
comprehension abilities, students must be able to read the words and understand
the language of those words (O’Flynn, 2016). Reading is used to gather
information. From this, it can be concluded that reading is a skill to comprehend
the written form of language to get information and connect that information to
the reader’s knowledge.

To have a good reading skill, one should comprehend what he or he reads.
Reading comprehension has a similar meaning to “reading for meaning”

(Alyousef, 2005). In other words, when we read something and we comprehend it,



we will know the real meaning of the whole text as well as the author’s ideas. It
means that when someone is reading comprehensively, the reader will be able to
acquire the meaning of the written text. Furthermore, According to Pardo (2004),
comprehension is a process in which readers construct meaning by interacting
with the text through the combination of prior knowledge and previous
experience, the information in the text, and the stance the reader takes in
relationship to the text. Therefore, in the learning and teaching process, the
teachers need to ask the students to read something comprehensively in order to
understand the text.

However, according to CCSU (Central Connecticut State University) Most
Literated Nations in the World 2016, Indonesia is ranked 60 out of 61 in its
people’s interest in reading, placing the country below Thailand (59), and one
rank above Bostwana (61). According to World Atlas, Indonesia ranked 106 out
of 197 the country in the world in Literacy Rate (93%), 3 ranks under Malaysia.
However, on another hand, the terms of the assessment of infrastructure to
support reading, Indonesia is ranked above European countries. It means that the
ability of the people, men or women, especially students in Indonesia still needs
much improvement in reading comprehension.

Teaching English for students, such as 10" graders whose are still teenager
can be difficult, especially in reading. It is a common challenge for English
teachers, besides, there are some reasons affecting the ability to read such as
motivation, environment, and gender. According to Hasan and Khan (2015), there
is a significant difference between male and female students in English
achievement scores. It means that gender might influence the reading
comprehension score.

The difference between male and female is called gender difference. Based
on the Publication Manual of American Psychological Association (2010), it
stated that gender is cultural and is the term to use when referring to male and
female as social groups. Besides that, Reilly, Neumann, and Andrews (2019)
stated there is a difference between reading and results of students’ male and

female. It means that gender might have an important role in reading. Arellano



(2013) stated that female students get better outcomes in English reading
comprehension than male with scale one to five, female global result is 2.70370,
while male gets 2.3457. The difference is 0.358. This is in line with the research
by Karthigeyana and Nirmala (2012) in which their findings revealed that all the
five years academic achievement of the students in English is average, further the
analysis based on different demographic variables revealed that the female had a
higher mean score compared to the male in their academic achievement in
English. We can conclude that female might have better outcomes in terms of
reading than male, especially.

Based on the data above and theories that have been written, the writer was
interested to do a research to find the correlation among gender differences,
reading interest, and reading comprehension ability of the 10th grade students to
know whether there was any significant correlation among those or not. This
study chose SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin III as the participants of research. Based on
an interview with the principal in SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin III that the school has
158 students studying in 10® grade, whose divided into around 30-35 students in
each classroom. In regards to that, the writer expected that there would be enough
research sample, which would make the result of the research more accurate later
on. Besides, the high school students generally have a better understanding of
reading comprehensive text in English, and SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin III
especially has a ‘model school’ status and considered as the most favorited high
school in Pangkalan Balai City and Banyuasin Regency. SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin
III also known for its students' discipline and proactiveness in learning, various
students' extracurriculars, and complete learning facilities. Most of its alumni are
also accepted in many state universities in Indonesia. Therefore, the writer expects
the students to have a fluent and excellence in English reading comprehension.

Based on the description above, the writer interested to conduct this study
entitled “Gender, Reading Interest and Reading Comprehension of the 10"
Graders of SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin II1”.



1.2 Research Questions

In this study, three research questions are formulated as follows:

1. Is there a strong association between gender and reading comprehension
of the 10" graders of SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin III?

2. Is there a significant correlation between reading interest and reading
comprehension of the 10" graders of SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin III?

3. Is there a significant correlation between the predictor variables (gender,
reading interest) and the criterion variable (reading comprehension) of

the 10™ graders of SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin I11?

1.3 Research Objectives

The main objectives of this study are to find out:

1. To find out whether or not there is a strong association between gender
and reading comprehension of the 10® graders of SMAN Plus 2
Banyuasin II1.

2. To find out whether or not there is a significant correlation between
reading interest and reading comprehension of the 10" graders of SMAN
Plus 2 Banyuasin III.

3. To find out whether or not there is a significant correlation between the
predictor variables (gender, reading interest) and the criterion variable
(reading comprehension) of the 10" graders of SMAN Plus 2 Banyuasin
1.

1.4  The Significance of the Study

Since the study would give the information about correlation and
association between the predictor variables and the criterion variable at the 10th
Graders, the writer hopes this research will give advantages to both the teachers
and the writer herself. The teachers will know the correlation and association to
help them in teaching reading more effectively, while the writer will enhance her
knowledge and get experience through this research as well as it can give the next

researchers some guidance.
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