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Merdeka Belajar Program to Teach English Procedure Text : A Case Study at
SMP Negeri 30 Palembang

ABSTRACT

Merdeka Belajar, a new policy program of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the
Republic of Indonesia which was launched by the Minister of Education and Culture of the
Indonesia, requires schools to implement and to design innovative learning so the students can
achieve learning outcomes including aspects of attitude, knowledge, and skills optimally and is a
form of learning autonomous and flexible learning culture so as to create a learning culture that is
innovative, non-restrictive, and based on student needs. This study aimed to find out (1) how the
teacher virtually implemented the Merdeka Belajar Program in teaching Procedure Text, (2) the
teacher’s perception on implementing the Merdeka Belajar Program in teaching Procedure Text,
and (3) the students’ perception on learning Procedure Text through Merdeka Belajar Program. The
population of this study was English teachers and 210 students of ninth-grade at SMP Negeri 30
Palembang. There were 30 students and one female teacher taken from 9.1 class who became the
sample of the study. To collect the data, observation, interview, and questionnaire were employed.
The findings showed that the one of the Merdeka Belajar programs, named the activator teacher has
been done by the teacher to help improving students’ achievement and self-competence by teaching
creatively, independently, and innovatively by utilizing technological media and implementing
several goals of Merdeka Belajar Program (creativity, independence, critical thinking, and
collaboration). Yet, they chose to have a learning at school, it is profitable for them as the online
class program seemed not really optimal to be used.

Keyword : Merdeka Belajar, Procedure Text, activator teacher, Online, 4C skill
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Education system in Indonesia has undergone many changes from time to time.
It developed from the people’s struggle for our independence and also the
awakening of the nation. The development of Indonesian education systems are
influenced by local and global education systems. They have been influenced by
religious or traditional principles, the interests of the government, and the spirit of
sovereignty as a nation (Tilaar, 1995; Djojonegoro, 1996; Mestoko et al. , 1985).
Long time ago before the independence, the education was delivered through
apprenticeship within family and community settings. In the Dutch colonial era
(1600s—1942), education was aimed only at a particular group of people via school

classification based on descent and social status.

The “New Order” era from 1966 to 1998 has led further development of
educational systems. The so-called six-year basic education (1984) and nine-year
basic education (1994) were introduced. Since the 1990 the government has
constantly improved access, quality and role of education in promoting economic
development. Then, the monetary crisis at the end of 1990s triggered public
awareness about reforming the centralistic regime as part of demands for a
democratic and just society. In this “Reform Order”, there were two new regulations
relevant to the future of the national education system: regional autonomy, and a
minimum of 20% of state budgets earmarked for education. Since 2001, central
government has decentralized management of education to district level by
promoting school autonomy intended to enhance the distribution of quality
education. This idea is based on a World Bank report (1998) that identifies factors
obstructing education reform. In addition, other international actors, such as Japan

International Cooperation Agency (JICA), USAID, AUSAID, and the Kingdom of



the Netherlands, expressed their support for reforming schools and teachers. In the
meantime, the challenge of Education for All (EFA) and Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) targets gave a boost to universal education. On the other hand, the
result of international student assessments, such as Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA) and International Mathematics and Science Study
(TIMSS), have reflected the poor performance of the education system. Therefore,
the Law of National Education System (No. 20/2003) provided the platform for
national standardization of the education system and covers school management,

the curriculum, education financial support, and teacher professionalism.

In 2019 the Indonesian government introduced the Merdeka Belajar. Merdeka
Belajar is a new policy program of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the
Republic of Indonesia which was launched by the Minister of Education and
Culture of the Indonesia, Nadiem Anwar Makarim. The essence of freedom of
thought, according to Makarim, must be preceded by teachers before they teach it
to students. Makarim said that teachers must internalize the pedagogical

competence and curriculum to gain maximum learning outcomes.

In 2020, the world is shocked by the disease named Corona Virus, to
minimize the spread of Corona, the Ministry of Education and Cuture
(Kemendikbud) finally announced to carry out the learning from home policy
(Chabibie, 2020). The Minister, Nadiem Anwar Makarim during a speech at the
2019 National Teacher's Day (HGN) event sparked the program of “Merdeka
Belajar". This program is a response to the needs of the education system in the
era of the industrial revolution 4.0. Nadiem Makarim said that Merdeka Belajar is
a freedom of thought (Tempo.co, 2019). One of the schools in Indonesia is SMP
Negeri 30 Palembang, uses Merdeka Belajar Program. Technology can be used as
a tool to implement Merdeka Belajar. Therefore, teachers must be able to make the
learning system in balance with increasingly developing technology. Teachers
must be able to innovate learning from the classical to modernization. Combining

learning methods with technology, to help students understand that education and



technology must be compatible and able to create learning activities in any

situation.

In the coming years, Merdeka Belajar Program will change the teaching and
learning systems from traditionally conducted or focused in the classroom to
outside the classroom. Students should not go to schools where they are registered.
They can receive lessons at other places with freedom to choose related learning
materials from public libraries, internet, group discussion or other learning platform
such as technology, video conferences, and other audio or video devices. The
learning atmospheres will be more fun and comfortable because students can be
involved in discussions with teachers, have outing classes, and have interactive
learning not only with teachers but also with other students. Students sometimes
feel tense when they learn at classroom. However, when they learn by themselves
or with friends they feel more relaxed. So learning without teachers’ presence near
them can boost learning. In addition, this will also develop students’ good
characters such as bravery, politeness, independence, learning autonomy, and

competitiveness.

The pandemic of Corona virus has made the teaching and learning done
remotely. The remote teaching and learning is done using ICT ( Information and
Communication Technology ). ICT has long been involved in education. The field
of education has certainly been affected by the fast development of ICT which have
surely affected teaching and also learning (Yusuf, 2005). There have been many
researches which have proven the benefits of technology to the quality of education
(Al-Ansari, 2006). Researchers have also found that ICT have the capability to
innovate, boost, make rich, and deepen skills. ICT can also motivate, engage
students, and strengthening teaching and helping schools change (Davis and Tearle,
1999; Lemke and Coughlin, 1998; cited by Yusuf, 2005). Moreover, Jhurree (2005)
states that much has been said and reported about the impact of technology,
especially computers in education. Hepp, Hinostroza, Laval and Rehbein (2004)

claim in their paper “Technology in Schools: Education, ICT and the Knowledge



Society” that ICTs have been utilized in education ever since their inception, but

they have not always been massively present.

The advancement of ICT has allowed the world to move forward fast in the
21st century (Suhardi, 2010, Lahovik and Breznik, 2013). The implementation of
ICT at schools is thought to be the most critical role in creating a competitive
society which are ready to face competition and support economic development
(Kozma, 2011). Studies also have found evidence of the use of implementing ICT
in education, particularly in teaching which help preparing students with 21st-
century skills and lifelong learning abilities (Law, Lee, and Caw, 2002, Zhiporah,
2014). Bindu (2016) states that ICT is an important tool for improving the quality
of education. ICT is proven to make learning more active and interactive, and opens
up broader opportunities for students to enrich their knowledge through the internet,
computers, audio video, and other media to support learning (Floris, 2014;
Albugami and Ahmed, 2015). Others studies conducted by Ziphorah (2014) and
Webb and Cox (2004) also show that the use of ICT helps students to learn
constructivism, is collaborative and assists pupils to build their knowledge and

shapes their ability to think with clarity.

As being previously stated, the technology is implemented in education not
only in education but also in every aspect of life in this modern era. Education must
follow the civilization of using technology. It is not something unusual anymore
that technology has become a new revolution in education. Edmunds, (2007, p.417)
states, “Proponents of computer-based technologies in the classroom have long
argued that the use of technology can have a transformative power on teaching and
learning”. Besides, the education also must use technology in teaching and learning
process because of Pandemic of Corona virus. Schools from around the world,
including in Indonesia, are considered to use technology to be the most appropriate
alternative way to keep the educational system functional in many parts of the world
during this period. Despite the challenges in implementation, several advantages

are acknowledged within the need to shift to remote or online, among which stands



out the possibility for rapid progress within the sector of digital education, which,
in other circumstances, would take years (Lurvnik, 2020). The shift to the remote
learning format has also been assessed as an honest opportunity for teachers and

students to become stronger, more creative, and innovative (Yokozeki 2020).

In this Pandemic era, the education must take advantage of technology. The
learning process at SMP Negeri 30 Palembang is carried out online. Therefore, the
use of technology is really required, especially for learning and teaching English.
Several media or teaching application can be used, such as Internet, Zoom, Google

Classroom, Google Meeting, and many more.

Applying the Merdeka Belajar Program will trigger students’ creativity
since it allows them to learn independently and to explore the learning resources
beyond the boundaries. This will certainly develop the students’ communication,
collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking (4C skills) which are necessarily
needed to face the 21% century’s challenges. The 4C skills include communication,

collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking.

Considering the facts that Merdeka Belajar Program is an emerging
educational system in Indonesia which have been very little studied and researched
and its relations to helping develop the 4C skills and also facts that ICT is
increasingly used to help teaching and learning both by teachers and students in this
pandemic era, so this study focuses on elaborating how an English teacher at SMPN

30 Palembang teaches Procedure Text applying Merdeka Belajar Program.



1.2 The Problems of the Study

The problems of the study are formulated as follows:
1. How did the teacher implement the Merdeka Belajar Program in teaching
Procedure Text?
2. What was the teacher’s perception on implementing the Merdeka Belajar
Program in teaching Procedure Text?
3. What was the student’s perception on learning Procedure Text through

Merdeka Belajar Program?

1.3 The Objectives of the Study

1. To find out how the teacher implemented the Merdeka Belajar Program
in teaching Procedure Text.

2. To find out the teacher’s perception on implementing the Merdeka
Belajar Program in teaching Procedure Text.

3. To find out the students’ perception on learning Procedure Text through

Merdeka Belajar Program.

1.4 The Significance of the Study

1. For writer
From this research, the writer will gain more knowledge about
Merdeka Belajar Program especially in relation to teaching Procedure
Text.

2 For Schools
This study will provide schools and teachers with the new research
results on the implementation of Merdeka Belajar Program.

3 For others
The results of this study can be used as useful information or thought
contributions for readers who will conduct research in the same

material.
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