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STUDENTS’ PERCEPTIONS OF TEACHER’S BILINGUAL 

LANGUAGE USE IN AN ENGLISH CLASSROOM 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Learning a new language such as English in a classroom could be difficult 

for Indonesian students if they do not understand what the teacher says. The 

purpose of this study is to learn about students' perception towards the usage of 

bilingual language by the teachers in an English classroom, as well as to know 

the strengths, weaknesses and difficulties of learning with bilingual language in 

an English classroom. There were 74 participants of sixth-semester students of 

English Education Study Program participating in the study. The writer used a 

mixed-method approach to answer the problems of the study. The data of this 

study was obtained from a close-ended questionnaire and interview. The writer 

used Likert scale to analyze the data obtained from the questionnaire. The 

findings showed that the majority of the students have positive perceptions of 

the teacher's use of bilingual language in the ELL classroom as it gives many 

benefits. The writer also found that being too accustomed to bilingual language 

slows down the learning process and grammatical structure is challenging for 

some students as the structures of Bahasa Indonesia and English are highly 

different. This study is expected to make a significant contribution to the 

improvement of language competence in English learning classroom. 

 

Keywords: bilingual approach, students’ perception, two languages 

instruction, teacher’s language use, ELL classroom 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents (1) the background of the study, (2) the problems of 

the study, (3) the objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study.  

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is a form of communication in which words are used to express 

hopes, emotions, requests, and other things to other people. In this day and age, 

the importance of foreign language skills cannot be underestimated. Purwanti, 

et al. (2020) stated that language plays a huge part in an international 

communication and knowing only one language is considered to be insufficient. 

Every school requires students of all ages, from children to adults, to take 

foreign language classes, particularly English (Purwanti, et al.  2020).  

English has become a significant subject in society that affects practically 

every aspect of our lives, particularly in the field of education. Surayatika 

(2019) stated in her study that for the response to the growing awareness of 

English as a global and scientific language, mandatory English instruction for 

Indonesian students has been instituted from elementary school until university 

level. However, learning a new language such as English in a classroom could 

be difficult for Indonesian students if they do not understand what the teacher 

says. Understandable language input is essential when learning a new language. 

If the students are unable to comprehend what the teacher explains or 

demonstrates, they are unlikely to receive any kinds of knowledge and thus, will 

fail.  
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The existence of English as a foreign language also demands an 

additional space and possibilities for students to develop solid English abilities, 

as successful second language acquisition occurs only when the target 

language is exposed sufficiently. Reports of United States Department of 

Education (2012) stated that in an English language learning classroom, there 

are two different kinds of language education that can be used to teach English 

and it is to only use English or with bilingual approaches. According to Cohen 

(1976), bilingual education is the use of more than one language as a medium 

of teaching for a student or a group of students for part or all of the school day.  

In Indonesia, bilingual educational programs began in 2004. Jayanti and 

Sujarwo (2019) stated that because of the importance of English as an 

international language in the globalization era, Indonesian Ministry of National 

Education build a new educational program (bilingual program) to help 

optimizing students’ capabilities in the target language, notably English. The 

bilingual programs used a national curriculum with international programs as 

an additional program and used English as a medium of classroom 

communication. Such curriculum is designed to provide a high-quality 

education that is globally competitive. 

According to Nursanti (2016), teachers prefer to combine English 

and Bahasa Indonesia (L1) while teaching in the classroom, particularly when 

educating students with a low-level of English proficiency. Furthermore, Nunan 

and Lamb (in Alshammari, 2011) stated that it is impossible to exclude the 

students’ native language, especially when dealing with students who aren't 

fluent in English. Using L1 in an EFL classroom has an impact on the class 

atmosphere because it provides a sense of comfort, creates a less intimidating 



 
 
 

3 
 
 

 

 

environment, and gives students more freedom to express themselves 

(Schweers, 1999).  

According to Brown (2001), students mostly rely on their teachers for 

language models. The use of English alongside Indonesian in universities can 

benefit students not just socially and culturally, but also academically, as many 

International scholarships are offered to those who are fluent in the English 

language (Yumelking, 2018). Using English as a medium of instruction in 

universities may enable students to master knowledge from English sources, 

leading to a better understanding of a subject. Furthermore, Brown (2001) also 

stated that using students' native language in a foreign language classroom is a 

viable alternative, especially when it is limited to the necessity of the native 

language (when learning difficult words) and provides a significant benefit in 

learning the new language. 

Santoso (2006), claimed that Indonesia's bilingual program made a big 

breakthrough by increasing the use of English in courses other than English. 

Bilingual education was popular in Indonesia for roughly six years, from 2006 

to 2012. Since 2011, certain group of people have opposed the program, 

claiming that it has many flaws and discriminates against the poor and middle 

classes because bilingual schools are mostly enjoyed by the upper and middle 

classes, creating various strata and customization (Henly, 2013). This situation 

creates a social gap and a negative social atmosphere for certain students and 

parents who believe that their children are not treated equally. Discrimination 

feelings arise as a result of such a social gap and the formation of social jealousy 

(Margana, 2013).  
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Another issue is that the bilingual education program requires the use of 

some professional bilingual teachers who are fluent in both the Bahasa 

Indonesia and English in order to use the two languages as a means to 

communicate in the classroom (Margana, 2015). Compulsory use of English 

alongside Bahasa Indonesia, could be challenging for some professional 

educators. This means that before establishing programs, the Indonesian 

government should train some skilled bilingual educators.  

The main problem exists in Indonesia is that a great number of bilingual 

teachers have insufficient English proficiency to utilize English as a means of 

classroom instructions (Jayanti and Sujarwo, 2019). Compared to neighboring 

countries such Malaysia, Thailand, and the Philippines, English exposure in 

Indonesian education is still limited, from primary to secondary school. During 

the class session, Indonesian students prefer to communicate in Bahasa 

Indonesia instead of English. Most students think that English is difficult. The 

assumption that learning English is difficult makes some students feel reluctant 

to improve their English skills (Tambunsaribu, et al.  2021). This kind of 

situation has a direct impact on Indonesian students' English proficiency. 

Furthermore, Abduh (2018) stated that the lack of international language 

competency can hinder many Indonesian students from fully participating in the 

globalization.  

Although many researchers believe that teaching students in English 

improves their performance, further research on Indonesian students who speak 

English as a second language is needed. In order to overcome 

the aforementioned condition and issue, the utilization of the bilingual 

language strategy in an English classroom should be examined. The purpose of 
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this study is to learn about students' perception towards the usage of bilingual 

language by the teachers in an English classroom, as well as to know the 

strengths, weaknesses and difficulties of learning in bilingual language in an 

English classroom. 

 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

1. What are the students’ perceptions about teacher’s bilingual language use 

in English teaching-learning process? 

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of learning in bilingual English 

classroom? 

3. What are the students’ challenges in learning with bilingual language? 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this study are: 

1. To find out the perception of students toward the use of bilingual 

language use in ELL classroom 

2. To find out the strengths and weaknesses of learning in bilingual 

English classroom 

3. To find out the challenges that the students face in learning with 

bilingual language 

 

1.4 The Significance of the Research 

1. For Teachers & Lecturers 
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This study is expected to encourage English teachers to improve the quality 

of their teaching and learning processes. 

2. For Students 

This study is expected to motivate students to utilize bilingual language 

more frequently in order to improve their English ability. 

3. For Researcher 

This study is expected to be able to provide valuable data which could be 

used in future studies within the same topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

7 
 
 

 

 

References 

 

Abduh, A. (2018). Adopting bilingual education in Indonesia. The Australia-

Indonesia Centre. 

https://skills.australiaindonesiacentre.org/news/adopting-bilingual-

education-in-indonesia/  

Alshammari, M. M. (2011). The Use of The Mother Tongue in Saudi EFL 

Classrooms. Journal of International Education Research (JIER), 7(4), 95. 

https://doi.org/10.19030/jier.v7i4.6055 

Arikunto, S. (2001). Prosedur penelitian; Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: 

Rineka Cipta. 

Arikunto, S. (2013). Prosedur Penelitian: Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: 

Rineka Cipta. 

Azimov, N. (2020). Teacher’s Bilingual Language Use in an EFL Classroom: 

Students’ Perception. English Journal, 14(1), 51-56. 

Balosa, D. (2006). Three examples of better English learning through the L1. 

Essential Teacher, 3(1), 28-31. 

Belibi, P. (2016). The Impact of English-only and Bilingual Approaches to EFL 

Instruction on Low-achieving Bilinguals in Cameroon: An Empirical Study. 

Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 7(1), 19-30. 

Brown, H. D. (2000). Principles of language learning and teaching. White plains, 

NY: Pearson Education. 

https://skills.australiaindonesiacentre.org/news/adopting-bilingual-education-in-indonesia/
https://skills.australiaindonesiacentre.org/news/adopting-bilingual-education-in-indonesia/
https://doi.org/10.19030/jier.v7i4.6055


 
 
 

8 
 
 

 

 

Brown, H. D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to language 

pedagogy. New-York: Longman. 

Burns, C. E., Dunn, A. M., Brady, M. A., Starr, N. B., & Blosser, C. G. (2009). 

Pediatric Primary Care Fifth Edition. United States of America: Library of 

Congress Cataloging. 

Celce-Murcia, M. (2005). Teaching English as a second or foreign language. 

Newbury House Publication. 

Cohen, A.D., & Swain, M. (1976). Bilingual Education: The Immersion Model in 

the North American Context. TESOL Journal, 10(1), 144. 

Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrison, K. (2000). Research Methods in Education 

(5th edition). London, Routledge Falmer. 

Cook, V. (2001). Using the first language in the classroom. The Canadian Modern 

Language Review, 58(3), 403-419. 

Creswell, J. W. (2009). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed 

methods approaches. Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publication. Inc. 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Research Design: Pendekatan Kualitatif, Kuantitatif dan 

Mixed, terj.  

Creswell, J.W., & Plano Clark, V.L. (2011). Designing and conducting mixed 

methods research (2nd ed.). Los Angeles, CA: Sage. 

Doyle, S. (2007). Member checking with older women: A framework for 

negotiating meaning. Health Care for Women International, 8(10), 888-

908.  



 
 
 

9 
 
 

 

 

Drost, E., A. (2011). Validity and reliability in social science research. Education 

Research and Perspectives, 38(1), 105-124.  

Dujmović, M. (2007). The use of Croatian in the EFL classroom. Metodicki obzori, 

2(1), 91-100. 

Etikan, I., Musa, S. A., & Alkassim, R. S. (2016). Comparison of convenience 

sampling and purposive sampling. American journal of theoretical and 

applied statistics, 5(1), 1-4. 

Fillmore, L. (1983). The language learner as an individual: Implication of research 

on individual differences for the ESL teacher. TESOL '82: Pacific 

Perspectives on Language Learning and Teaching. 

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E. Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to design and evaluate 

research in education (8th edition). New York: McGraw-Hill Companies, 

inc. 

Ghauri, P. & Gronhaug, K. (2005). Research Methods in Business Studies. Harlow, 

FT/Prentice Hall. 

Handini, A. S. (2014). Students’ perception on the use of English as a medium of 

instruction. (Research Paper). Faculty of Language and Arts Education, 

Indonesia University of Education, Bandung. 

Harbord, J. (1992). The Use of the Mother Tongue in the Classroom. ELT Journal, 

46(4), 350-355. 

Harnard, S. 1987. Psychophysical and cognitive aspects of categorical perception: 

A critical overview. Retrieved from http://cogprints.org/1571/ 

http://cogprints.org/1571/


 
 
 

10 
 
 

 

 

Haryanto, E., Sulistiyo, U., Khairani, M., & Wulan, R. (2016). INDONESIAN OR 

ENGLISH? EFL STUDENT TEACHERS’ PREFERENCE AND 

PERCEPTION ON THE LANGUAGE USE IN THE CLASSROOM. 

Indonesian Journal of English Education, 3(1), 46-59. 

Henly, J. W. (2013). Evaluation of International Standard School in Indonesia. 

Jakarta: Ministry of Education and Culture. 

Huck, S. W. (2007). Reading Statistics and Research. United States of America, 

Allyn & Bacon. 

James, N., & Busher, H. (2009). Epistemological dimensions in qualitative 

research: The construction of knowledge online. SAGE Internet Research 

Methods, 5-18. 

Jayanti, D., & Sujarwo, A. (2019). Bilingual Education in Indonesia: Between 

Idealism and the Reality. Journal of Linguistic and English Teaching, 4(1), 

12-25. 

Jayanti, F. G., & Norahmi, M. (2015). EFL: Revisiting ELT Practices in Indonesia. 

Journal on English as a Foreign Language, 2-5. 

Kelilo, J. A. (2012). Exploring the use of first language in ‘English focus’ EFL 

classroom: Focus on Jimma teachers’ college. (Thesis). Postgraduate 

School, JIMMA University. 

Kerlinger, F. (1986). Foundation of behavioral research (3rd ed.). New York: Holt, 

Rinehart, and Winston. 



 
 
 

11 
 
 

 

 

Kothari, C. R. (2004). Research Methodology, Methods and Techniques (2nd ed). 

New Delhi: New Age Inter- national (P) Limited. 

Kuhi, D., & Abdolvash, M. (2014). Azerbaijani Turkic speaking English language 

teachers’ attitudes towards the use of their students’ mother tongue in 

English classes. International Journal of Research Studies in Language 

Learning, 3(3), 55–72. https://doi.org/10.5861/ijrsll.2013.553 

Kumar, R. (2010). Perception. Retrieved from http://www.scribd.com/doc/25022 

575/The-Concept-ofPerception#scribd 

Lee, P. 1996. Cognitive development in bilingual children: A case for bilingual 

instruction in early Childhood education. Oakland Unified School District. 

Margana. (2013). Theoretical Justification of Bilingual Education Program. FLLT 

conference (pp. 772 - 773). Thailand: Thammasat University.  

Margana. (2015, November). Establishing English-Indonesian Bilinguals in 

Indonesia: From Theory to Practice. RA Journal of Applied Research, 1(10), 

372. 

Mauranen, A., & Ranta, E. (2009). English as a lingua franca: Studies and findings. 

New York: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

Miles, M. B. & Huberman, M. (1992). Qualitative Data Analysis: An Expanded 

Sourcebook. https://books.google.co.id/books?isbn=0803955405  

Miles, R. (2004). Evaluating the use of L1 in the English Language Classroom: a 

case study in Japan University. Novitas Royal Youth and Language Journal, 

4, 64 - 95. 

https://doi.org/10.5861/ijrsll.2013.553
https://books.google.co.id/books?isbn=0803955405


 
 
 

12 
 
 

 

 

Mussen, P. (1973). Psychology: An introduction. Toronto: D.C Health and 

Company. 

Nazir, M. (2005). Metode Penelitian. Jakarta: Ghalia Indonesia. 

Nursanti, Y. (2016). Students’ Perception of Teacher’s Bilingual Language Use in 

an English Classroom. Journal of English and Education, 4(1), 159-176. 

Ockert, D. (2005). Substantive scale verification: A Likert scale analysis and 

critique of university student pedagogical activity preferences. JALT 

Hokkaido Journal, 9, 48-64. 

Oroujlou, N., & Vahedi, M. (2011). Motivation, attitude, and language learning. 

Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 29, 994 – 1000. 

Pallant, J. (2001). SPSS survival manual - a step by step guide to data analysis using 

SPSS for windows (version 10), Buckingham Open University Press. 

Pearson, B. Z., Fernandez, S., & Oller, D. K. (1993). Lexical development in 

bilingual infants and toddlers: Comparison to monolingual norms. 

Language Learning, 43, 93-120. 

Peregoy, S. F. & Boyle, O. F. (2013). Reading, writing and learning in ESL: A 

resource book for teaching K-12 English learners (6th ed.). With 

contributions by Karen Cadiero-Kaplan. Boston, MA: Pearson. 

Purwanti, K. A., Adiwijaya, P. A., & Dharma, I. P. S. (2020). THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AT BALI 

BILINGUAL SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN. Journal on Studies in English 

Language Teaching, 1(1), 1-15. 



 
 
 

13 
 
 

 

 

Rodríguez, D., Angela, C., & Lee, K. S. (2014). The Bilingual Advantage: 

Promoting Academic Development, Biliteracy, and Native Language in The 

Classroom. New York, USA: Teachers College Press. 

Rosenthal, R., & Rosnow, R. L. (1991). Essentials of behavioral research: Methods 

and data analysis (2nd ed.). New York: McGraw Hill. 

Santoso, D. (2006). Bilingual Education Program at Junior High school. Jakarta: 

Prenada Media. 

Satriah, S., Agustina, T., & Kareviati, E. (2019). Students’ Perception Towards the 

Teacher’s Bilingual Language Use in An EFL Classroom. Professional 

Journal of English Education, 2(4), 481-488. 

Schweers, W. Jr. (1999). Using L1 in the L2 classroom. English Teaching Forum, 

37(2), 6-13. 

Siniscalco, M. T., & Auriat, N. (2005). Questionnaire design. Quantitative research 

methods in educational planning, 8. 

Sipra, M. A. (2013). Contribution of Bilingualism in Language Teaching. English 

Language Teaching, 6(1), 56-66. 

Sofwan, M. H. N. (2007). Persepsi peserta didik terhadap model pembelajaran 

sejarah menggunakan media film dokumenter pada peserta didik kelas VIII 

SMP Negeri 36 Semarang. Fakultas Ilmu Sosial Universitas Negeri 

Semarang. 

Surayatika, D. (2019). Students’ Perception of Teachers’ Bilingual Language Use 

in EFL Classroom. Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra, 8(2), 45-51. 



 
 
 

14 
 
 

 

 

Swain, M. (2008). The output hypothesis: Its history and its future. Foreign 

Language Teaching and Research, 40(1), 45–50. 

Swain, M., & Lapkin, S. (1998). Interaction and second language learning: Two 

adolescent French immersion students working together. Modern Language 

Journal, 82, 320 - 337. 

Tambunsaribu, G., & Galingging, Y. (2021). MASALAH YANG DIHADAPI 

PELAJAR BAHASA INGGRIS DALAM MEMAHAMI PELAJARAN 

BAHASA INGGRIS. Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra dan Budaya, 8(1), 30-41. 

Tsukamoto, M. (2011). Students’ perception of teachers’ language use in an EFL 

classroom. Language instruction educational programs (LIEPs): A review 

of the foundational literature. Washington: U.S. Department of Education. 

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Planning, Evaluation and Policy 

Development, Policy and Program Studies Service. (2012). Language 

instruction educational programs (LIEPs): A review of the foundational 

literature. Washington: U.S. Department of Education. 

Wahib, N. D. S. I. (2020). Students’ Perception of Teacher’s Bilingual Language 

Used in English Teaching-Learning Process at SMA NEGERI 1 Suruh. 

(Graduation Thesis, State Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN), Salatiga, 

Indonesia). Retrieved from http://e-

repository.perpus.iainsalatiga.ac.id/8842/  

Walgito, B. (2001). Pengantar psikologi umum (5th edition). Yogyakarta: Penerbit 

ANDI. 

http://e-repository.perpus.iainsalatiga.ac.id/8842/
http://e-repository.perpus.iainsalatiga.ac.id/8842/


 
 
 

15 
 
 

 

 

Yani, K. R. (2020). Student’s Perception on Bilingual – Based Materials in 

Teaching EFL. (Graduation Thesis, Pancasakti University Tegal, Tegal, 

Indonesia). Retrieved from 

http://repository.upstegal.ac.id/2592/2/KIKI_RISQIANI%5B1%5D.pdf  

Yin. (2011). Qualitative Research from Start to Finish. New York: The Guilford 

Press. 

Yumelking, M. (2018). The Implementation of Bilingual Education System 

(Indonesia – English) in Frater Private Junior Highschool Maumere. Jurnal 

At-Tadbir STAI Darul Kamal NW Kembang Kerang, 2(2), 1-12. 

Zacharias, N. (2003). Teachers' beliefs about the use of the students' mother tongue: 

a survey of Tertiary English Teachers in Indonesia. EA Jou Journal, 44. 

 

 

 

http://repository.upstegal.ac.id/2592/2/KIKI_RISQIANI%5B1%5D.pdf

