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Students’ Perception on the Support of English Songs in Listening Activity: A
Case Study at SMAN 1 Kayuagung

ABSTRACT

This study was qualitative study to find out the students’ perception on the
support of English songs in their listening activity at SMAN 1 Kayuagung. The
participants of the study were 32 students of the XI IPA 4 class in the academic year
2020/2021 by using a total population sampling technique. The ready-made
questionnaire used to see the students’ perception on the support of English songs in
their listening activity were adopted from Ramadhani (2017) and Mubarak (2017).
Then, the data were analyzed using Google Form. From the findings of the study, it was
found that students used English songs as their learning source in listening activity to
improve their English. As a result, most of the students agree that the reason they listen
to English songs is to practice and increase their listening skill and linguistic aspects

(vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation).

Keywords: English Songs, Learning Source, Listening Activity
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the background, the problem, the objective, and the

significance of the study.
1.1 Background

Many people like listening to songs; they listen to different kinds of songs, such
as Blues, Jazz, Rock, Pop, RnB, Techno, EDM, and Reggae. They may also have a
special memory with a certain song that they play it over and over again. Listening to
songs can help people let out or express what they are feeling. For others, listening to
songs may also be the source of inspiration. Listening to songs has also been
implemented for language teaching. The use of songs in English language teaching has
great potential in helping language learners to improve their listening skill. It is because
listening is the receptive skill that is the most prevalent communication action in

everyday life (Prasetyo, Vianty, & Jaya, 2014).

The use of songs in language learning is highlighted by Stanislawczyk and
Yavener (1976, as stated in Kusnierek, 2016) who say, using songs in the classroom is
of the belief that songs are useful tools and a teacher should take advantage of them
during language practice. This means that the use of songs in learning English is to
improve language skills especially listening skill as the essential skill in learning
English. However, the use of songs is not only for improving listening skill, but also
other language aspects as stated by Gilakjani and Ahmadi (2011), listening is a process
of understanding speech and it concentrates on role of linguistics units such as
phonemes, words, grammatical structures and the role of listener’s anticipations, the

situation and context, previous knowledge, and the subject.

Listening is a key language ability that language learners must master. Language
learners can strengthen their listening skill by listening to English songs. They can also
make listening to songs as a habit to help them improve their listening skill. According
to Morley and Rost (2001, as cited in Gilakjani & Sabouri, 2016), listening is the most

important skill for language learning because it can be used in most everyday situations



and develops faster than the other language skills, indicating that it facilitates the

development of the other language skills.

The enjoyable activities can be created in the classroom by listening to English
songs because it can bring energy and boost students’ confidence in the classroom. It
can also reduce the students’ anxiety and generate the students’ interest both in material
and learning of English so they can enjoy listening activity (Wang, 2013). Additionally,
English songs can help increase students’ vocabulary and memorize the words. Zulianti
(2009) reported that listening habits of English songs have a good impact on vocabulary
mastery. Students’ listening habits of English songs contribute to their vocabulary

mastery in a positive way.

This present study aims to find out the students’ perception on the support of
English songs in their listening activity. This present study is similar to what Nurjanah,
Miranti, and Dwiastuty (2018) did. The previous study investigated the relationship
between students’ song listening habits and their English listening abilities. It is
reported that the greater a student’s habit of listening to music is, the better their
listening ability. This indicates that students’ listening habits to English songs can be
used to help them enhance their listening skill. This present study is also based on the
writer’s personal experience. Songs have a vital role in the writer’s English

development, particularly in terms of in listening skill.

In relation to the purpose of this study, the writer conducted the study at SMAN
1 Kayuagung which is one of the favorite schools at Ogan Komering llir. This is a
model school and a reference for other high schools in South Sumatra. This school is
comprised of Year 10, Year 11, and Year 12 with the total number of 800 students in
the academic year 2020/2021. The facilities at this school cover the headmaster office,
teacher office, administration room, multimedia room, laboratories, library, mosque,
canteens, and parking area. Each classroom is completed with facilities such as a
whiteboard, LCD, tables, chairs, a clock, good air circulation, and lighting which are set
to support teaching learning process. As shown on the school’s website, 14 students
have received achievements at the provincial and national levels, such as the first

winner of the debate competition and the first winner in the National Science Olympiad.



The result of the interview that the writer conducted with one of the English
teachers at SMAN 1 Kayuagung revealed that the teacher uses English songs from
YouTube and an English song of his creation entitle “Go Away” in listening activity. In
relation to this, the writer intends to conduct this present study at SMAN 1 Kayuagung
to find out the feedback from the students toward the help of English songs in their

listening activity.
1.2 Problem of the Study

The problem of the study is formulated in the following research question.
“What are the students’ perceptions on the support of English songs in their listening

activity at SMAN 1 Kayuagung?”
1.3 Objective of the Study

The objective of the study is to find out the students’ perception on the support
of English songs in their listening activity at SMAN 1 Kayuagung.

1.4 Significance of the Study

The writer believes that this study will provide useful and meaningful
contributions to the English teachers and lectures about the importance of understanding
the support of songs implementation in the class, so the English teachers and lectures
could give more attention and motivation to a new approach of teaching by considering
incorporating English songs into their classroom activities. Then, the writer expects this
study will provide students with a new learning resource to assist them improve their
listening skill. The result of this study could give some information about the methods
to support their learning process. Hopefully, the students also can increase their
listening skill in learning English by listening to English songs. In addition, the writer
really hopes that the result of this study could inspire other people to keep on searching
an alternative and interesting media to enhance student’s listening skill in learning
English and give more knowledge and precious information as the reference for further
study.
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