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AN ANALYSIS OF THE FUNCTIONAL SKILLS OF THE 

ENGLISH TEXTBOOK “WHEN ENGLISH RINGS A BELL” 

2016 REVISED VERSION 

 

ABSTRACT 

 This study was aimed to find out the kinds of functional skills in the English 

textbook “When English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version that are used for the 

seventh grade students of SMPN 2 Sembawa and to what extent the functional skills 

presented in the textbook “When English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version are 

different in levels of cognitive skills. The object of this study were the 14 kinds of 

functional skills in the English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” 2016 revised 

version for the seventh grade students of junior high school. The data were collected 

by using analysis card and checklist table. The results showed that the textbook in 

the current study covered 13 out of 14 functional skills required in the 2013 

curriculum. In other words, the textbook almost completed the requirements stated 

in the current curriculum. HOTS based question could not be found throughout the 

questions in the textbook. All the questions of functional skills in the textbook were 

dominated by low cognitive level (LOTS). In other words, the textbook does not 

contribute sufficiently to the development of students' critical thinking skills. 

Keywords; functional skills, cognitive levels, 2013 curriculum, HOTS, LOTS
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter introduces the background of the study, the problems of the 

study, the objectives of the study, and the significance of the study. 

1.1  Background 

 The teaching materials consist of a teacher's book and a student's textbook 

based on the 2013 Curriculum. The government has organized the core and 

fundamental competencies so that all schools can obtain the same results at the end 

of each competency. As a result, the curriculum should be considered when 

constructing teaching materials. Kartikasari et al. (2018) stated that “textbooks are 

books containing materials that have been selected in particular field of science, 

systematically organized to support teaching and learning process”. In other words, 

textbook is an essential component in any teaching and learning process in which it 

has been carefully developed by the author and it will have an impact on the quality 

and outcomes of the teaching and learning process (Azizah, et al., 2021; Sopian, et 

al., 2019; Permana, et al., 2018; Wahyudi, et al., 2018). As a result, Ministry of 

Education and Culture number 81 from 2013 emphasizes that textbooks should be 

focused on the requirements and aims of students. One of which is functional skills 

as it helps the students to interact with other people in their daily life. The 2013 

English curriculum states the list of functional skills that must be taught in the 

teaching and learning process such as apologizing, greeting, introducing oneself, 

saying thank you, etc.  

 Teachers must give chances for students to apply their knowledge and 

abilities to real-life settings. Functional skills are vital parts of any language that 

assist people gain greater levels of practical competence that they can apply to real-

life scenarios. In other words, teaching functional skills is aimed at developing the 

communication skill of the students so that the students are able to communicate 

with the people who live in different regions, states, countries, and continents of the 

world. 
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 Because of the differences in the system of Bahasa Indonesia and that of 

English, the teaching of English elements should be taught to the students (Riza, 

1997). In the teaching of English elements such as pattern, vocabulary, spelling, 

and pronunciation, the teacher should teach them together with the functional skills. 

For example, if the student wants to introduce himself or herself to other students, 

he or she could use sentences like “let me introduce myself. My name is …”. The 

students should also be taught how to response the sentences like that both formally 

and informally such as “How do you do? I am …”. These communicative patterns 

contain both functional skill and English elements. The pattern which is included 

in the communicative expressions above is simple present tense. Thus, it is 

supposed later that the teaching of English elements and functional skills through 

communicative expressions could develop their speaking and communication skill. 

Besides that, the students are not merely taught about the English elements without 

knowing how to use them. The teaching of functional skills and English elements 

through communicative expressions could be used in their everyday conversations 

and could develop their communicative competence. 

 The process of teaching and learning English in the classroom needs a good 

textbook. Wahyudi (2018) says that a textbook contributes significantly to the 

teaching and learning process for both teachers and students and a textbook that has 

a good quality will improve the teaching quality and its product. So, teacher should 

be careful in choosing the suitable textbook that can be useful in presenting the 

teaching materials in the classroom. As has been stated before, a textbook plays an 

important role in the teaching and learning process. It means that before one is going 

to use it, one must analyze the materials. Then, it can be concluded whether or not 

the materials in the textbook are suitable for the students in order to achieve the 

aims of the teaching program based on the current curriculum. 

 The 2013 English curriculum uses discovery learning in which it encourages 

the students to use their past experiences, imagination, and creativity to discover 

facts and new truths. Therefore, incorporating cognitive skills in a textbook is 

needed to help students understand the learning materials. 
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 A good textbook has to cover all of the learning materials stated in the 

current curriculum. However, there are still many books that do not cover the 

learning materials that are in accordance with the curriculum. Nanda et al. (2018) 

conducted a study on English textbook Grade XII published by Kemendikbud 2014. 

They were interested in determining the appropriateness of the English textbook to 

the 2013 curriculum's syllabus, as well as the proportion of English textbook Grade 

XII issued by Kemendikbud 2014. According to the research, 22 of the 27 learning 

objectives (KD) suggested by the 2013 curriculum in the syllabus are addressed in 

the English textbook. The English textbook, on the other hand, does not address 

five learning goals. 

 A good textbook must also provide good learning content and materials and 

correspond to the learning criteria established by the current curriculum in order to 

achieve the curriculum goals. In relation to the current study, Lodhi et al. (2019) 

investigated at how well the English textbook for grade 12 in Punjab, India, met the 

curricular goals and learning requirements set out by the present Punjab curriculum. 

The study's sample consisted of 200 students drawn from 10 different institutions 

in the public and private sectors, with an equal number of male and female students 

from both sectors. The data was gathered through a questionnaire, and descriptive 

statistics were used to evaluate it. The findings of the study revealed that a huge 

majority of students agree that books do not offer learners with relevant and 

effective linguistic skills. Additionally, the data reveal that while teaching using 

textbooks to students, teachers do not employ engaging teaching methods. In other 

words, The English textbook did not correlate with the curriculum aims and 

learning objectives, and in order to provide effective learning content for both 

teachers and students, the textbook needed to incorporate creative, interest-

grabbing, and skill-oriented contents. 

 Apart from the learning materials in a textbook, cognitive skills are 

necessary to assist the learning process so that they must be included in a textbook. 

Another study related to cognitive skills has been conducted by Miazbani and 

Chalak (2017) in which the purpose of this study was to examine the listening and 
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speaking tasks in the English textbook Prospect 3, which is used in Iran for Junior 

High School third graders, in order to determine which level of Bloom's (2001) 

Revised Taxonomy of Cognitive Domain they should be classified in. The research 

found that all of the activities in the English textbook Prospect 3 for listening and 

speaking abilities were assessed as having a low degree of cognitive complexity 

and did not prepare students in this grade for high levels of learning objectives. As 

a result, teachers should use additional activities to encourage students to perform 

at greater levels of thinking abilities, and textbook authors should update the content 

of textbooks to cover higher levels of the cognitive domain. It is clear that cognitive 

skills are required to stimulate the students to connect what they are learning with 

the knowledge that they have learned, it can be provided by the book or the teacher. 

 A large number of researches on English textbooks has been done starting 

from the analysis of the content of a textbook, the cognitive levels in a textbook, 

the readability of texts in a textbook as has been mentioned before. Every year, a 

research on an English textbook is done in order to know the changes that are made 

in each textbook if there are any and to compare one textbook with another to see 

what the textbook lacks of. 

 Since the 2013 English curriculum is applied at junior high school, there are 

many textbooks which are made based on it. One of those textbooks is used by the 

seventh grade students of SMPN 2 Sembawa. The title of the textbook is “When 

English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version which is written by Yuli Rulani 

Khatimah, Asep Gunawan, and Siti Wachidah and published by Kementerian 

Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan in 2016. Many researches regarding the readability 

and the cognitive skills in textbooks has been done. However, there are only a few 

researches that has been done regarding the functional skills that are presented in a 

textbook. This English textbook contains communicative expressions in presenting 

the functional skills and English elements. The current study will give new 

information on the functional skills that are presented in the English textbook. 

However, what kinds of functional skills and the cognitive skills in the textbook 

have not been known yet. Therefore, the writer is interested in doing a research 
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about analyzing the kinds of functional skills in the textbook and to find out the 

cognitive skills included in the textbook. 

1.2 The Problems of the Study 

 The problems of this study were formulated into the following questions: 

1) What kinds of functional skills were there in the English Textbook “When 

English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version used for the seventh grade 

students of SMPN 2 Sembawa? 

2) To what extent did the functional skills presented in the textbook “When 

English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version include different levels of 

cognitive skills? 

1.3  The Objectives of the Study 

 Based on the problems above, the objectives of this study are: 

1) To find out the kinds of functional skills in the English textbook “When 

English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version that were used for the seventh 

grade students of SMPN 2 Sembawa   

2) To find out to what extent the functional skills presented in the textbook 

“When English Rings a Bell” 2016 Revised Version were different in levels 

of cognitive skills. 

1.4  Significance 

 The writer hopes that the findings of this study will help to evaluate English 

textbooks and provide advice to publishers as they compile English textbooks.  

Besides, the research and writing of this thesis will be of great benefit to some 

parties. It will be useful for students to gain knowledge on kinds of functional skills 

that are included in the curriculum. It will be useful for teachers, specifically 

English teachers, in order to select a good book and to improve their knowledge 

about the content of the book that will be analyzed in this thesis. It will be useful 

for educational institutions to select and evaluate the content of a book so the book 

will fulfill the curriculum standards.  It will also be of great benefit to future 

researchers so that future research related to the title of this thesis can use this thesis 

as a reference and there will be research on other textbooks. 
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