NOMINALIZATION IN THE ESSAYS WRITTEN BY
STUDENTS OF ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM
IN SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY

A THESIS

By
Indah Triyana Puspita
06011281823038

English Education Study Program

/3 .
MU ALAT PENG

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY
2022



NOMINALIZATION IN THE ESSAYS WRITTEN BY STUDENTS OF
ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM IN SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY

A Thesis by
Indah Triyana Puspita
Student Number: 06011281823038
English Education Study Program

Department of Language and Art Education

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
SRIWIJAYA UNIVERSITY
PALEMBANG
2022
Approved by,

Advisor,

Fiftinova, S.S., M.Pd.
NIP. 197911152006042028

Certified by,
Coordinator of English Education
Study Program

Hariswan Puter'a Jaya, S.Pd., M.Pd.
NIP. 197408022002121001



NOMINALIZATION IN THE ESSAYS WRITTEN BY STUDENTS OF
ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM IN SRIWLIAYA

UNIVERSITY

Indah Triyana Puspita

Student Number: 06011281823038

This thesis was defended by the writer in the final program examination and

was approved the examination committee on:

Day : Thursday
Date : April 21, 2022

EXAMINATION COMMITFEE APPROVAL: -
1. Chairperson : Fiftinova, S.S., M.Pd.

2. Member

Palembang, |0April 2022

Certified by,

: Dedi Kurniawan, S.Pd., M.Pd.

—_~
~

-Coordinator of English Education-Study Program

)

Hariswan Pute

NIP. 197408022002121001

a Jaya, S.Pd., M.Pd.



Declaration

I, the undersigned,

Name : Indah Triyana Puspita
Student Number :06011281823038
Study Program : English Education

Guarantee that this thesis title "Nominalization in the Essays Written by Students
of English Education Study Program in Sriwijaya University" is my own work
and I did not do any plagiarism or inappropriate quotation against the ethic and
rules commanded by Ministry of Education of Republic Indonesia Number 17,
2010 regarding plagiarism in higher education. Therefore, I deserve to face court

if I am found to have plagiarized this work.

Palembang, 28 April 2022
The underdesigned,

I;{da
06011281823038



THESIS DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated with sincere gratitude to my family for always

supporting me in every circumstance.

MOTTO

“Fly High so the World Can See You”



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

By the grace of Almighty God, this thesis entitled “Nominalization in the
Essays Written by Students of English Education Study Program in Sriwijaya
University” could be completed as the requirement for acquiring the bachelor’s
degree in English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, Sriwijaya University.

The author would be glad to express her genuine gratitude to her thesis
advisor as well as her academic advisor, Fiftinova, S.S., M.Pd. for her advice,
guidance, patience, and dedication in assisting me to finish this thesis and her
study. The author is thankful to Dr. Hartono, M.A., as the Dean of Faculty of
Teacher Training and Education, Sriwijaya University, and Coordinator of
English Education Study Program, Hariswan Putera Jaya, S.Pd., M.Pd., for their
assistance in administrative procedures. Throughout her studies, the author owes a
debt of big thanks to all lecturers who patiently and gently taught her. The author
expresses her biggest gratitude for her family's endless love and support, also all
of the SEESPA’ 18, especially Fanchan, Yosichan, and Dhanchan who have
always been her partner and helped her throughout high and down of the last four
years. Eventually, the author sincerely hopes that this thesis will be beneficial to

every reader.

Palembang, 8" April 2022
The Writer,

%

Indah Triyana Puspita

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER PAGE ......coiiitieiee ettt i
APPROVAL PAGE ...ttt ii
COMMITTEE APPROVAL ...ttt i
DECLARATION oottt nae e v
THESIS DEDICATION. ...ttt v
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. ..ottt Vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt vii
LISTOF TABLES ...ttt e iX
LIST OF APPENDICES .......c oot iX
ABSTRACT ..ottt sttt sttt st re s ae e X
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ..ottt 1
1.1. Background Of the STUAY ..........cccooiiiiiniiiee e 1
1.2. The problems of the StUAY ..o 5
1.3. The objectives of the StudY ..........cccceveiveiiiicce e 5
1.4. The significance of the StUdY ........ccccceviveieiieiecr e 5
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW........c.cooiiiiie e 6
2.1, ESSAY WITEING ..ot 6
2.2. Definition of NomMinalization ..........cccooeiiiiininie 7
2.3. Types of NoMINAlization ...........ccccoveiiiiiiiee e 8
2.4. The use of NOMINAIZALION .........cooiveicie e 10
2.5. Previous related STUAIES ........covvieereeie e 11
CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....cocoviiiiiinierieesesieneeesenins 13
3.1, RESEAICH UESION ..cveeiecieeeieee et 13
3.2. Operational definitioN..........ccccviiiiiieiicc e 13
3.3, Data and data SOUICE ........uerurieereeriieieseeseeiesiee e ereesreeee e seeeneesneessens 14
331, DAL covviiicicii e 14
3.3.2. DaAta SOUICE ...ccviiiiiieiieiiie ettt 15
3.4. Method of collecting data ..........cccccveviiieiieiicc e 17

vii



34,1, DOCUMENEALION ....eeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt eeeeeeeeeseseeesennennennnes 17

4.2, INTEIVIEW ...ttt e e nne e nnees 17
3.5, VaAAILY oo 18
3.6. Method of analyzing data ..........cccevieiiiiiiiiii e 19
3.6.1. DOCUMENTALION......ccuiiieiiiieiiiitesieee e 19
3.6.2. INTEIVIEBW ..ottt nae e nneas 19
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ......cccooveiiiieiiiee e, 21
4.1, Data PreSentation .......c.cccveiieiiieeiie e 21
4.2. Findings of documentation ............ccooviieiieeie s 22
4.2.1. Process Nominalization ............ccocovviviniininiene e, 23
4.2.2. Zero nominalization .........ccccceevviiriieneee e 25
4.2.3. Quality nominalization ...........cccoceiiriiniiniee e 26
4.2.4. Relator nominalization...........cccooeviiiniinieiene e, 27
4.3. FINdiNgS OF INTEIVIEW .....cceeiiieii e 28
4.3.1. Theme 1: Students’ understanding of nominalization................. 28
4.3.2. Theme 2: Constructing nominalization............c.ccecveverenencnennn. 28

4.3.3. Theme 3: The use of nominalization in writing an academic

4.3.4. Theme 4: The importance to put nominalization in writing
BSSAYS . .teeeutee ettt et b et bt tb e e e rn e e nes 30
4.3.5. Theme 5: The introduction of nominalization in the class ......... 30

4.3.6. Theme 6: The teaching process of nominalization in the class.. 30

O I STt (o] o SRS 31
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION .....ccooceviieiieecieeee, 35
5.1, CONCIUSION ...ttt sae e 35
5.2, SUQQESLION ..ocuvieiiiiiic ettt sttt 36
REFERENCES. ..ottt 37
APPENDICES. ... ..ottt e e enee e 42

viii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1. Types of Suffixes for Process Nominalization
Table 2. Types of Suffixes for Quality Nominalization
Table 3. Halliday’s Classifications of Nominalization
Tabel 4. Essays of Indralaya Class

Tabel 5. Essays of Palembang Class

Table 6. Data Presentation of Essay Writing Product
Table 7. Findings of Documentation

Table 8. Findings of Process Nominalization

Tabel 9. Findings of Zero Nominalization

Tabel 10. Findings of Quality Nominalization

Tabel 11. Findings of Relator Nominalization

LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Questions of Interview
Appendix 2: Transcripts of Interview
Appendix 3: Surat Usulan Judul Skripsi
Appendix 4: SK Pembimbing Skripsi
Appendix 5: SK Izin Penelitian

Appendix 6: Thesis Examination Approval
Appendix 7: Surat Keterangan Validasi
Appendix 8: Thesis Consultation Card
Appendix 9: Essays of Indralaya Class
Appendix 10: Essays of Palembang Class



NOMINALIZATION IN THE ESSAYS WRITTEN BY STUDENTS OF
ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM IN SRIWIJAYA
UNIVERSITY

ABSTRACT

Nominalization is the use of verbs or adjectives as nouns, and it plays an
important role in writing as one of the four skills of mastering the English
Language. By using nominalization, students can increase conciseness, improve
objectivity, and promote the coherence of the writing which later will help them to
produce sophisticated writing. Therefore, this current study focuses on
nominalization as the researcher tries to seek out the dominant type of
nominalization used by the students of the English Education Study Program in
Sriwijaya University as well as their perceptions about nominalization.
Documentation was used to collect students’ essays and analysis using the
AntConc software (3.5.9) showed that out of five types of nominalization, process
nominalization which is realized as the transference from verbs to nouns appeared
to be used dominantly by the students. Moreover, the conducted interview
revealed that students only had less knowledge regarding nominalization like the
definition of it as also linked to the fact that lecturers hardly mentioned
nominalization in the class while teaching about forming words. It is hoped that
this research will aid in improving educational practice by incorporating
nominalization into the teaching and learning process, particularly in writing
academically.

Keywords: nominalization, essay, writing skill



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the introduction of the study. It consists of the background
(1.1), the problems (1.2), the objectives (1.3), and the significance of the study
(1.4).

1.1. Background of the study

Language is essentially means of communication that allow us to
communicate with others. Yossa and Jufrizal (2019) state a language is a
system for communicating in a social community in human life. Moreover,
written language between sender and receiver, spoken language between
speaker and hearer, and gestures that incorporate hands, face, or body
movement to others without words can be said as the system of the language
which later allows humans to share ideas and opinions. Sirbu (2015) states
the need for communication causes the occurrence, exploration, and
development of a language. Therefore, the phenomenon of the use of the
language must be explored which can be done by analyzing the
nominalization. Similarly, Fatonah (2014) states in her study that language
plays a significant role in the educational process, particularly in the
construction of meanings realized in text. As a result, it is necessary to
explore the phenomenon of language use in the educational process,
particularly in terms of students' knowledge of how nominalizations in their
writing are realized. Moreover, she also states grammatical metaphor is
associated with written language, and nominalization which is part of
grammatical metaphor dominates the language.

Nominalization is simply defined as a process of converting other
words classes into nouns. Ezeifeka (2015) states the grammatical process of
"nominalization," in which a verb or an adjective is transformed into a noun.

Similarly, Kazemian and Hashemi (2014) explain nominalization as the



utilization of a noun from a verb or an adjective, for example, decision,
effectiveness, and so on. Halliday (1996) classified it into 5 different types
of nominalization. There are quality nominalization, process nominalization,
circumstantial  nominalization, relator nominalization, and zero
nominalization.

There has been many studies investigating how nominalization is
used in various kinds of texts and genres of writing. Adomako (2012) states
that nominalization has piqued the interest of linguists from various
disciplines including phonologists, morphologists, and others. Aslam and
Fayyaz (2021) also state numerous studies on the nominalizations used by
non-native English speakers have been explored. Jalilifar, White, and
Malekizadeh (2017) explored nominalization in scientific books which
reveals a high concentration of nominalization in the introduction section.
Kazemian and Hashemi (2014) study nominalizations in scientific and
political genres. According to the findings, Ideational Grammatical
Metaphor which included nominalization has dominated political and
scientific literature with roughly the same frequency of use in both genres.
This study may aid in a better understanding of nominalization in academic
textbooks. Tabrizi and Nabifar (2013) study nominalization in health texts
of English Newspapers. The results show that English newspaper health
articles use nominalization of ideational grammatical metaphors. Arizavi,
Namdari, and Mousavi (2015) explored the nominalization in the research
article. The findings revealed that foreign RA authors are more likely to use
nominalization in a particular discussion section to improve the style and
language of the discussion sections in order to sound more compelling.
Research done by Nguyen and Edwards (2015) investigates nominalization
in undergraduate research proposals. The finding shows that students
overlook language use in general, and nominalization in particular, when
learning how to write research proposals. An intense training program was
also found to have a good impact on raising students' awareness and

improving their performance. Yue and Zhang (2019) explored students'



realization of nominalization in abstracts of an academic paper. It has been
discovered that both Chinese and Western researchers utilized
nominalizations to improve objectivity by disguising the original actor,
obscuring modality, and objectifying the author's personal opinion; they also
employed nominalizations to boost the conciseness of abstracts. Yoon
(2018) examined nominalization in learners’ argumentative writing. The
nominalizations of Korean EFL writers were generally simpler in syntactic
patterns, less elaborated, and hence less effective in terms of cohesiveness.

As stated by Belkhir and Benyelles (2017), writing is still seemed to
be the most difficult language skill for EFL learners to learn since writing in
a foreign language is typically not easy work and much time or effort also
needed. Similarly, Hayati and Jaya (2018) state unlike speaking, writing is
regarded as the most difficult skill since the reader will not tolerate any
errors made by the author because the error would immediately disrupt the
reader. Therefore, mastering some abilities, such as the ability to create
ideas, grammatical comprehension, and vocabulary knowledge are required.
As stated by Rahmat et al (2017) in their study, writing is one of the four
language abilities that many ESL students dislike the least. Writing is a
laborious task for students, and challenging for teachers to teach since
writing is a skill that requires planning, writing, editing, and possibly
rewriting, and it is not simply taught or learned.

In academic writing, nominalization is a typical linguistic feature.
Lee et al (2018) state nominalization provides more abstract and formal
prose and conveys a more objective tone by describing actions or events
(verbs) as concepts or entities (nouns). Similarly, Yue and Zhang (2019)
state the subject of the sentence is rarely addressed in the academic genre to
the research sounds objective that does not involve any subjective genre,
and language becomes more objective. Moreover, nominalizations can
abbreviate sentences resulting in sentences grow more specific as a result of

the abundance of information. Furthermore, Yoon (2018) states the



frequency and patterns of nominalization use in student writing may be a
good indicator of a student's academic writing development and proficiency.

In the English Education Study Program in Sriwijaya University, all
of the students have to follow or attend five writing courses consisting of
Paragraph Writing, Essay Writing, Creative Writing, Article Writing, and
Thesis. Inderawati, Petrus, and Jaya (2019) state that academic writing is a
vital ability to master, especially for undergraduate students who must write
academically in order to complete their thesis as part of their S1 degree
requirements. Essay writing is one type of academic writing that can be
generally defined as writing that consisted of several paragraphs. In essay
writing class, students will learn how to write and produce a good essay
academically and argumentatively by using concrete support, for instance,
quotation, paraphrase, or statistic data as well as learn about plagiarism and
grammar checkers. During that time, nominalization was also introduced to
the students. Therefore, students are expected to already have an
understanding of nominalization. The present study will explore
nominalization in the essays written by the students of the undergraduate
program. Essay writing becomes the focus because the participants have
finished their learning in that course, so it is expected that the students
already have had a deep understanding of how to produce a good essay. It is
hoped that the needed data for this present study can be gathered through the
essay being written by the students.

This study focuses on the students majoring in the English Education
Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education in Sriwijaya
University. There is barely any research in nominalization emphasizing their
concentration in essays especially written by the prospective teacher which
has become the reason why this study is looking into this phenomenon.
Therefore, this present study tries to provide a deep insight into how
students use nominalization in their essay writing. This study is expected to
find out what types of nominalization are dominantly used by the students in

writing their essays as well as from which grammatical functions the



1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

students construct nominalization words in writing their essays. Also, the

author aims to know the students’ perceptions of nominalization.

The Problems of the Study

The problems of this present study are written into the following questions:

1.  What type of nominalization is dominantly used by the students in
writing their essays?

2. From which grammatical function do the students construct
nominalization in writing their essays?

3. What are students’ perceptions of nominalization?

The Objectives of the Study

This present study is expected to

1.  Find out which type of nominalization is dominantly used by the
students in writing their essays.

2. ldentify from which grammatical function the students construct
nominalization in writing their essays.

3. Find out the students’ perceptions of nominalization.

The Significance of the Study

This study is expected to be beneficial for the students, teachers, and
future researchers. This study will contribute to providing the students with
a deeper understanding of nominalization. It will be helpful for the teachers
to find out what strategies they can do to help improve students’
understanding of the use of nominalization as well as to serve as a reference

for future researchers who are interested in analyzing nominalization.
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