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THE ANALYSIS OF TEACHER-MADE ENGLISH SUMMATIVE TEST 

BASED ON HIGHER ORDER THINKING SKILL (HOTS) FOR THE 

EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS OF SMP IT DARUL HUSNA 
 

 

ABSTRACT 

This study aimed to describe the item analysis of English summative test that English teacher-

made for the eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna based on the Higher Order 

Thinking Skill and to describe the analysis of the index difficulty of the test items. The sample 

of the study was the 26 students of the eighth-graders students of SMP IT Darul Husna. The 

data were collected by using the results of the English summative test of the eighth-grade 

students of SMP IT Darul Husna. Then, the data were analyzed by using the descriptive 

analysis approach. The results of the study showed that the English summative test items that 

English teacher-made of the final examination for the eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul 

Husna was in the Poor category. Because, the results of the index difficulty of the test items 

showed that 12 items were (40%) were categorized medium, 18 items (60%) were categorized 

easy, and there was no item categorized as difficult. Moreover, the results of the item analysis 

based on HOTS showed that 22 items (73%) were classified as C1, 5 items (17%) were 

classified as C2, 0 item classified as C3, 2 items (7%) were classified as C4, 1 item (3%) was 

classified as C5, and there is no one item classified as C6. It can be concluded that almost of the 

questions were in the LOTS category. In brief, the teacher-made English summative test for the 

eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna was not acceptable to be used as tool to evaluate 

students’ knowledge or ability, because there were many items that did not fulfill a good 

question based on the regulations of the Governmentand the Curriculum 2013.  
 

Keywords: Item Analysis, English Summative Test, Higher Order Thinking Skill 

(HOTS), and Index Difficulty. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents (1) the background of the study, (2) research questions, (3) 

objectives of the study, and (4) the significance of the study 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 
Nowadays, people live in the 21st-century era. According to N. P. 

Wissmayanti et al. (2019), the 21st-century is characterized by the development 

in the field of education, science, and technology. Education in this era should 

provide soft skills and hard skills so that students prepare to meet their adult 

roles in the future by developing a range of knowledge and skills (Walida, 

2019). In this era, students need to require four skills (four c’s), those are (1) 

critical thinking, (2) creativity, (3) communication, and (4) collaboration in their 

teaching and learning process. In this case, the Indonesian government has been 

designed a curriculum that is considered to be suitable for 21st-century learning 

(Nurika et al., 2019). In Indonesia, the government in the education sector 

included HOTS in the 2013 curriculum (K-13). The reason why HOTS can be 

included, because of the many challenges that students will face after graduating 

from their school. The government’s lead 21st-century skill to the 2013 

curriculum was to increase students’ critical thinking. “The 2013 curriculum is 

expected to realize the development of students’ potential to create Indonesian 

citizens who are productive, creative, innovative, skillful, competitive, 

collaborative and independent through the integrated attitudes (students’ know 

“why”), skills (students’ know-how), and knowledge (students’ know “what”) 

(Education and Culture Ministry Policy, No. 68 the year 2013 (Mohammad, 

2013). 

In addition, when talking about 21st-century skills related to higher order 

thinking skill (HOTS), Thomas and Thorne (2009) stated that higher order 
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thinking or higher-level thinking is thinking on a level that is higher than 

memorizing facts or telling something back to someone exactly. Widiawati, L., 

Joyoatmojo, S., and Sudiyanto (2018) argued that HOTS is important to support 

the teaching and learning process, so it is very useful for students to face the 

problem that is uncommon in daily life. Based on the Revised Bloom’s 

Taxonomy, Anderson and Krathwohl (2010), higher order thinking skills or 

hots are at the level of analyzing, evaluating, and creating. Anasy (2016) argued 

that higher order thinking skill has a vital role through the learning process since 

it could improve students’ ability in critical thinking skill to evaluate 

information. Higher order thinking skill is the knowledge of students or 

someone to think more critically and creatively. Moreover, Kevin (2020) said 

that higher order thinking skill is the skill to think beyond the memorization of 

facts and figures, this skill makes the cognitive processing capabilities than 

other types of skill. Furthermore, as stated by Halili, Hajar, Siti, and Tan, S, Y 

(2015), HOTS is a capability that is needed by an individual in the educational 

environment. According to the definitions of HOTS that the experts explained, 

higher order thinking skill (HOTS) is a skill that is very important for students 

since nowadays people lived in the 21st-century era, hots are needed for students 

to think more critically and complex. 

To know the quality of students’ proficiency in English, and knowledge of 

the subject or materials that students have learned in the school for a while, 

teachers should be able to do the evaluation. According to Effendy (2016, p. 

190), “evaluation is a procedure or method of knowing whether or not the 

teaching and learning process has done by the teachers effectively and properly 

by knowing whether items are in agreement with the competencies, the learners, 

and the learning situation”. According to Djiwandono (2011), evaluation is a 

standard method to calculate the output regarding learning and teaching activity. 

In teaching and learning process, one of the important aspects is doing the 

assessment. The function of doing the assessment is to evaluate students’ 

knowledge, understanding, and proficiency. Assessment is very important to 

measure and evaluate students’ knowledge about how far students understand 



3 

 

 

 

 

the materials. According to Brown (2004, p. 4), “assessment is an ongoing 

process that encompasses a much wider domain”. In brief, the assessment aims 

to provide feedback from students to teachers, so that the teaching and learning 

process will be successful. 

To know the quality of students’ proficiency in English, teacher need to 

conduct a test. A test can be also the alternative solution for students to improve 

and increase their motivation in learning. Teachers must have the understanding 

and must master how to make a good test for students. The test items that 

teacher-made must refer to the curriculum used in the institutions especially 

after what has been regulated in the 2013 curriculum that students have to 

master higher-order thinking skills both in the teaching and learning process as 

well as in the test items that teachers have made. Teachers must have the ability 

in making a good test items for daily quizzes/ assignments, midterms or final 

examinations. Teachers should apply the higher-order thinking skill in the 

teaching and learning process, and also in making questions for students in the 

test items. Test used at SMP IT Darul Husna quite vary. One of the famous ones 

is a summative test. A summative test is one of the tests used to measure the 

students’ achievement after some time (one semester) students have been taught 

by the teachers. Usually, the questions of the test are in the form of multiple- 

choice, but it still depends on the teachers that designed it. 

In this study, the researcher discusses two different variables. First, whether 

the test contains Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS) or not. Second, measures 

the index difficulty of the test items that the English teacher-made for the 

eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna. To what extent the English 

teacher-made summative test provides the index difficulty and Higher Order 

Thinking Skill (HOTS) level of based questions. 

The main purpose of the study is to investigate if the test item of the 

summative test that the English teacher-made contains the higher-order thinking 

skill (HOTS) or not, and to find out the index difficulty of the test items that 

teacher-made. Based on the explanations that have mentioned earlier, the 

researcher was interested in analyzed teacher-made English summative tests 
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related to the HOTS perspective. The researcher decided to invesitgate English 

summative test that English teacher-made for the eighth-grade students of SMP 

IT Darul Husna academic year 2019/2020. This research aims to investigate the 

higher-order thinking skill perspective in teacher-made English summative test 

and to analyze the index difficulty of the test items. 

In this study, the researcher investigated the research about the analysis of 

the test items based on Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS), and also the 

researcher combines the topic with the index difficulty of the test items. The 

current study has differences from the previous studies. Because the researcher 

combined two different topics into one study to investigate. The two types of 

topics are different. First, discuss the item analysis based on HOTS and the 

second one discusses the index difficulty level of the test items that the English 

teacher-made for the eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna Academic 

Year 2019/2020. 

 

 
1.2 Research Questions 

 
According to the background of the study, the researcher classified the 

research questions. Here are the following research problems: 

1. What is the index difficulty of teacher-made English ummative test for 

the eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna?  

2. To what extent does the teacher-made English summative test for the 

eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna include HOTS based 

questions? 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

 
Based on the research questions of this study, the objective of this study is 

formulated to find out: 
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1. To investigate the index diffculty of teacher-made English summative 

test for the eighth-grade students of SMP IT Darul Husna.   

2. To find out the higher order thinking skill (HOTS) perspective on the 

teacher-made English summative test for the eighth-grade students of 

SMP IT Darul Husna.   

  

 
1.4 Significance of the Study 

 
This study is expected to be beneficial for the English teachers in making 

an appropriate and good test items based on Higher Order Thinking Skill 

(HOTS) relevant to the curriculum that the Government has regulated on the 

Education system in Indonesia. Then, the result of this study is expected to be 

beneficial for the students in order to increase and improve their ability to think 

more critically and creatively. Furthermore, this study is expected to be 

beneficial for the school and the institution to fulfill the needs of higher-order 

thinking skill based on the regulations of Ministry of Education in Indonesia 

since the curriculum that education need is curriculum of 2013. The result of 

this study is also expected to be beneficial for other researchers, especially for 

the junior in the English Education Study Program of Sriwijaya University, who 

is doing a research thesis related to the analysis of test items based on HOTS 

and the index difficulty of the test items. Finally, the result of this study is 

expected to be one of the valid references for the next researchers in 

investigating this kind of topic related to the analysis of English summative test 

based on Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS) standards. 
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