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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, there are (1) Background, (2) Problem of Study and (3) 

Significance of Study. 

 

1.1 Background 

 In the middle school curriculum which is based on the 2013 curriculum, 

one of the learning objectives that refer to learning is discovery learning. This 

learning strategy is a learning hypothesis that is characterized as a growing 

experience that happens when students are not presented with lessons in their final 

form (study materials) but are expected to students can organize their learning. 

Permendikbud No. 68 2o13, regarding the SMP-MTs curriculum, states 

that characteristics of the 2013 curriculum are to develop a harmony between the 

improvement of spiritual and social attitudes, interest, innovativeness, and 

participation with intellectual and psychomotor capacities. The 2013 curriculum 

demands a change in the learning process that was originally a student only told to 

be students are invited to find, try and seek knowledge with the guidance of the 

teacher.  

The learning process applies the method scientific, thematic approach and 

authentic assessments are the inner spirit of 2013 curriculum learning. Changes in 

the mindset of educators from mindset the education unit level curriculum become 

the 2013 curriculum pattern, of course, it's not as easy as turning the palm because 

it requires a process long. Efforts to change the mindset of educators are carried 

out by providing 2013 curriculum implementation training before entering the 

school year 2014/2015. The short training process causes many educators to who 

are pessimistic about the implementation of the 2013 curriculum. 
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 The educational curriculum in Indonesia changed (from 1947- to 2015) in 

some genres of curriculum caused by many reasons, one of them being the 

development demand of the era and the government laws to upgrade and modified 

the educational curriculum on a periodic scale. Teachers as the main actors or the 

main character of education are required to fulfill their duty as professional 

educators and of course as curriculum developers. PP No. 19 of 2005 Article 20, 

proposes that instructors are supposed to foster their learning materials, which was 

then affirmed through the Minister of National Education in Indonesia Regulation 

No. 41 of 2007 on Cycle Guidelines, which in addition to other things oversees 

the arranging system discovering that requires teachers in the instructive unit to 

foster an illustration plan (RPP). One of the elements in the lesson plan (RPP) is 

media and learning resources. Teachers are expected to develop learning materials 

and media that support the process of learning, to create an active learning process, 

innovative, creative, effective, and fun, and can develop an interest in learning and 

student’s skills. 

Many teachers of English have taught writing through the conventional 

method, which is not taking the students’ interest when they learn in class. 

Teachers only judge students’ in their English competence only from their reading 

and listening skills. As the result, the student often considers writing a difficult 

and boring subject. It is important to help understudies to create their writing 

abilities however; it is given less instructing accentuation. The attention is 

basically on showing perusing because writing is excluded from the public test. 

As we probably are aware, students frequently don't have valuable chances to 

write in English external the homeroom. For the majority of them, the course 

book is the main spot where they meet English. In other words, writing is the 

major criterion to judge whether a student's English competence is good or not. 

Writing may be considered the most difficult and complex skill among the four 

language skills. Many definitions of writing have been proposed by the expert. 

Oxford dictionary, (2018) promotes that composing is to deliver something 

written down so that individuals can peruse, perform or utilize it. 
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Identically writing was known as Graphic symbols, a combination of 

letters associated with the sound of the spoken language. But more clearly writing 

activities not only produce graphic symbols. These symbols need to be arranged 

following the appropriate provisions, both in forming words, composing words 

into sentences into paragraphs, or arranging paragraphs into a text.  

Therefore the order of paragraphs or materials is changed to be as simple 

as in the text used in the conversations in the comic. Of course, the text that will 

be inserted into the comic has been first narrowed down into the main points/core 

of the material that will be given, also accompanied by images that support 

students’ understanding of the material given. 

Arroyani (2010), states in her research that the utilization of comic strips 

can further develop the understudies' understanding cognizance skills and 

narrative tests. Therefore the researcher raises the title "Using Comic Book to 

Improve Eight Grade Students Writing Achievements". Thus also, the success of 

this product development can be used as one of the choices of learning media used 

by educators in teaching. So, the writer would like to develop their knowledge of 

English, especially in writing skills. 

To avoid the best way to reduce such problems, teachers can use a variety 

of ways to make their students interested in speaking lessons, to make their 

lessons more memorable and enjoyable. According to Joseph (2014), "students’ 

who enjoy the lesson will pay closer attention". One of the writing methods that 

can be used is by using comics. The comic is one of the effective teaching 

materials that is used in school, particularly in Elementary school. It is 

recommended because comics contain pictures and stories with attributes that can 

assemble understudies' personalities (Arafat, 2017) According to Waluyanto 

(2005) comics as a medium of learning is a tool that serves to convey the message 

of learning. In this context, learning refers to communication that will run 

maximally if the massage of learning is delivered, coherently, and interesting. 
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The material for learning English in curriculum 2013 which have been run 

in every school, especially SMP grade 8th. Emphasize text-based material. If the 

material is given to the student only long text and shaped more than 4 or 5 

paragraphs it will very adversely affect students who are lazy to read or students' 

who do not like to read text that is too long.  

 The title of this study is “Using Comic Book to Improve Eight Grade 

Students’ Writing Achievements at SMP SRIJAYA NEGARA Palembang.” 

 

1.2 The Problem of the Study 

 The issue of the review is formed in the accompanying inquiries: "Was 

there any differences in writing achievement of the students that were taught 

before and after the treatment (Comic Book) was given?” 

 

1.3 The Significance of the Study 

1. For the teacher, the researcher trusts that this study will help the 

educator in deciphering the material for the students. Also, this 

research gives another alternative to the teaching and learning 

process, especially on the writing skill.  

2. Students, during this research, the students are hoped to:  

1)   Can improve the reading motivation;  

2) Can motivate the students in learning English, especially 

writing;  

3) Can improve the ideas or the creativity in the writing 

achievement. 

3. For the school, the implementation of a comic book as the teaching 

material can improve the teacher’s professionalism in teaching the 

students effectively inside the classroom, and also can give the 
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teacher inspiration on developing, and creating a new teaching 

method that can improve the students' achievement in school.
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