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INTRODUCTION 

An estimated 12.5 million shorebirds of 52 species travel 
annually along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF; 
Conklin et al. 2014). Many migratory waterbirds, including 
shorebirds, in the EAAF are in decline and it has been 
suggested that the major driver of these declines is reduction 
of the quality and extent of their primary habitats, 
particularly coastal habitats (MacKinnon et al. 2012). 
Conversion of mangrove forests to aquaculture ponds has 
occurred throughout Southeast Asia (Richards & Friess 
2015, Gandhi & Jones 2019). In Indonesia, the coastal 
area of mangroves and adjacent mudflats, coined the 
‘edible wetland’, may have exceeded 4.3 million ha, however, 
due to overexploitation, conversion and mismanagement 
of this important coastal resource, nearly 43% or 1 million 
hectares of Indonesia’s mangroves have been lost since 
1800 (Tomascik et al. 1997, Ilman et al. 2016). 

The Banyuasin Peninsular of South Sumatra Province in 
Indonesia is an important wetland habitat in the EAAF 
region (Bamford et al. 2008, MacKinnon et al. 2012). The 
mudflats of the Banyuasin Peninsula are known as impor-
tant habitat for migratory shorebirds (Silvius 1988, 
Verheugt et al. 1990, 1993). Prior to anthropogenic 
activities, the mangrove-mudflat wetlands stretched 50–
60 km and were tremendously productive, supporting at 
least 8,000 fishermen and their families who found full-
time employment in coastal fisheries (Danielsen & Verheugt 
1990). The mangrove forest in the coastal zone of Banyuasin 
Peninsula was still undisturbed until commercial fish 
farming businesses from Lampung province expanded 
their activities into the Banyuasin Peninsula in 1995 
(Sutaryo & Purnomo 2001, Iqbal et al. 2019).  

While mangroves may provide roosting habitat for some 
shorebird species, in general shorebirds forage on exposed 
mudflats and rarely use the densely vegetated mangrove 
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To contribute to our understanding of the importance of aquaculture ponds as 
shorebird habitat in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF), we monitored 
shorebird numbers found in aquaculture ponds in Banyuasin Peninsula of South 
Sumatra Province, Indonesia. During 2016–2020, 25 species of shorebirds were 
recorded, representing nearly half of the 52 migratory shorebird species in the 
EAAF, including eight Near Threatened species and two Endangered species. 
The total number of shorebirds counted in a section of aquaculture ponds, rep-
resenting about 30% of all ponds, ranged from 886 in January 2016 to 13,745 in 
December 2020. Notably, in December 2020 a single square of aquaculture 
ponds held as many as 5,000 Black-tailed Godwits. With a total of about 250 
aquaculture ponds, we estimated that up to 50,000 shorebirds could annually 
use the aquaculture ponds of Banyuasin Peninsula. With the continuing loss of 
shorebird habitats in the EAAF, identification of these ponds as non-breeding 
habitat for shorebirds signifies the importance of their management for shorebird 
conservation.



forests for feeding. Indeed, the 27 shorebirds species with 
a maximum count of more than 75,000 birds recorded in 
Banyuasin Peninsula in October 1988 mostly used mudflats 
(Verheugt et al. 1990), while some visited aquaculture 
ponds to roost and/or feed. However, during the last two 
decades birds were found feeding in the aquaculture 
ponds in increasingly significant numbers (Iqbal & Martini 
2018, Iqbal et al. 2019, Taman Nasional Berbak Sembilang 
2019). The aquaculture ponds in mangrove forest now 
provide a total of ca. 40,000 ha of internationally important 
habitat to migrating shorebirds (Crossland et al. 2009, 
MacKinnon et al. 2012, Putra et al. 2015, Iqbal et al. 
2020). Clearly, available feeding grounds in aquaculture 
ponds are important to many shorebirds in the EAAF 
that use this artificial habitat in the non-breeding period 
(Jackson et al. 2020). Here, we present an update of 
shorebird numbers found in aquaculture ponds in 
Banyuasin Peninsula of South Sumatra Province to con-
tribute to our understanding of the importance of aqua-
culture ponds as shorebird habitat. 

METHODS 

Our study site is on the Banyuasin Peninsula, South 
Sumatra province, Indonesia (02°14'S, 104°50'E; Fig. 1) 
and stretches along the coast from the Banyuasin River 
to the Sembilang River. It encompasses 3,000 ha of aqua-
culture ponds (Wibowo & Goenner 2001). We surveyed 

ca. 30% of the area of aquaculture ponds (ca. 900 ha). 
The area of remaining mangrove forest in Banyuasin 
Peninsula is ca. 11,000 ha, with 4,507 ha of adjacent 
mudflats. Access to most aquaculture ponds is only 
possible by boat. The aquaculture ponds vary from around 
100 x 200 m2 (small or normal size) to 200 x 300 m2 
(large size), and there are ca. 250 ponds in total.  

Shorebird surveys were conducted in the aquaculture 
ponds between September 2017 and December 2020, 
one to four times during the non-breeding season. The 
shorebirds were counted during low or high tide, during 
daylight hours and under favourable weather conditions, 
using binoculars, spotting scopes (40–60x) and long zoom 
cameras (50x optical zoom). Each monthly count covered 
the same subset of ponds, and ponds were counted more 
or less simultaneously by multiple observers in approxi-
mately two hours. Bird numbers were determined either 
by counting individual birds or estimated by counting 
groups of ten. Counts were conducted by professionals 
except in the winter of 2020; in October 2020, we trained 
local people to identify shorebirds. We taught them 
simple shorebird survey field techniques and provided 
them with a field guide, binoculars and a medium-long 
zoom camera (30x optical zoom). In November and 
December 2020, we encouraged local people to conduct 
shorebirds surveys by themselves, and they subsequently 
provided count information and (photo) documentation. 
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Fig. 1. Map showing the study area on the Banyuasin Peninsula, South Sumatra, Indonesia. The squares indicate 
aquaculture ponds.



We then compiled and reviewed all information of the 
2016–2020 shorebird surveys in the aquaculture ponds, 
adding published surveys (Taman Nasional Sembilang 
2016, Iqbal & Martini 2018, Taman Nasional Berbak 
Sembilang 2019). 

During surveys potential threats to the habitats and shore-
birds were recorded, and local people were interviewed 
to assess practices in hunting and in pond management, 
including the use of fertilizers and other chemicals. 

To review the importance of the aquaculture ponds on 
the flyway scale, we compared the maximum species 
counts with the relevant flyway population size for each 
species as published in Bamford et al. (2008) and Hansen 
et al. (2016). To assess each species/site combination, we 
used the Ramsar Convention criteria of a site regularly 
supporting either 1% of the individuals in a population 
of one species or subspecies of waterbird, or a total abun-
dance of at least 20,000 waterbirds (Gaget et al. 2020). 

RESULTS 

Species occurrence 

From 2016 to 2020, 25 species of shorebirds were recorded 
in aquaculture ponds in Banyuasin Peninsula (Table 1) 
representing nearly half of the 52 migratory shorebird 
species in the EAAF. The four species found most frequently 
in the aquaculture ponds (each present in all but one 
survey) were Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, 
Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus, Terek Sandpiper 
Xenus cinereus and Common Redshank Tringa totanus. 
Other commonly occurring species were Common Sand-
piper Actitis hypoleucos and Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus. 
The rarest species were Kentish Plover Charadrius alexan-
drinus, Green Sandpiper T. ochropus and Wood Sandpiper 
T. stagnatilis, which were each recorded only once. 

Eight of the shorebird species using the ponds are listed as 
Near Threatened by Birdlife International (2021a): Eurasian 
Curlew Numenius arquata, Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lap-
ponica, Black-tailed Godwit L. limosa, Red Knot Calidris 
canutus, Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea, Red-necked Stint 
C. ruficollis, Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus 
and Grey-tailed Tattler T. brevipes. Two species are listed 
as Endangered: Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagas-
cariensis and Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris. 

Population size and comparison with flyway 
population estimates 

The total number of shorebirds counted in the aquaculture 
ponds of Banyuasin Peninsula during 2016 to 2020 ranged 
from 886 (Jan 2016) to 13,745 (Dec 2020; Table 1). In 
Nov–Dec 2020 the numbers in the ponds were 3 to 9 
times higher than in Nov–Dec 2018 when 1,000 to 1,500 
birds were counted. Generally more birds used the aqua-
culture ponds at high tide when the tidal flats are inundated, 
although some bird species (Black-winged Stilt, Lesser 
Sand Plover, Terek Sandpiper and Common Redshank) 
used the ponds throughout the tidal cycle.  

The species that occurred in the highest numbers were 
Lesser Sand Plover (with a maximum count of 3,600) 
and three Near Threatened species: Eurasian Curlew 
(1,232), Black-tailed Godwit (5,000) and Asian Dowitcher 
(1,500). These four species met the 1% criterion, as did 
Black-winged Stilt (maximum count 544) (Table 1). 

Threats 

Thus far, we have not documented large-scale direct 
threats to shorebirds in the study area. The local people 
we interviewed realized that the area is part of a protected 
area under Berbak Sembilang National Park. Hunting of 
shorebirds is prohibited here. Local people said that they 
used fertilizer and some chemicals to maintain their 
aquaculture ponds, but there are no reports of shorebirds 
found dead in small or large numbers which might have 
been caused by these activities. Shorebirds were also not 
seen as competitors as they usually feed on worms or 
other small aquatic animals, and generally not on (com-
mercial) shrimps and fish. 

DISCUSSION 

Our results demonstrated the important value of aquaculture 
ponds of the Banyuasin Peninsula as habitat for 25 species, 
including some key species in the EAAF. Prior to the 
1980s, the mudflats of the Banyuasin Peninsula were 
already known as important habitat for migratory shorebirds 
(Silvius 1988, Verheugt et al. 1990, 1993), but our study is 
the first to document the presence of significant numbers 
of shorebirds in artificial habitats in this area.  

Iqbal et al. (2020) recorded 29 shorebirds on the tidal 
flats of Banyuasin Peninsula. Of these, the five species 
that were absent in our surveys of the aquaculture ponds 
were Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta, White-face Plover 
Charadrius dealbatus, Sanderling Calidris alba, Nordmann’s 
Greenshank Tringa guttifer and Spotted Redshank T. ery-
thropus. In Sumatra, shorebird species that are known to 
occur in aquaculture ponds are Black-winged Stilt, Pacific 
Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva, Little Ringed Plover 
Charadrius dubius, Javan Plover Charadrius javanicus, 
Common Greenshank, Common Redshank, Marsh Sand-
piper, Wood Sandpiper, Terek Sandpiper, and Common 
Sandpiper (Iqbal et al. 2010, 2011, Putra et al. 2017). Fur-
thermore, Putra et al. (2020) recorded some interesting 
species in aquaculuture ponds, including Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers Calidris acuminata, Far Eastern Curlew, Grey-
tailed Tattler and Great Knot. On the north coast of West 
Java, 23 wader species were recorded in August–September 
1984, and an estimated 19,000 shorebirds used aquaculture 
ponds in this area (Bowler et al. 1985). Also, Desmawati 
et al. (2017) reported that the preferred habitats for 
migratory birds on the northeast coast of Java are mudflats 
and ponds. 

The conservation of artificial coastal wetlands such as 
aquaculture ponds is a viable approach for shorebird 
conservation (Masero 2003), especially in the EAAF 
(Green et al. 2015, He et al. 2016, Jackson et al. 2020). 

Iqbal et al. l Shorebird use of aquaculture ponds in Sumatra 3    
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With the continuing loss of shorebird habitats in the 
EAAF, identification and management of important 
habitats is important for their conservation (Jackson et 
al. 2020). Indeed, at the north coast of East Java, Iqbal et 
al. (2013), extrapolating the number of aquaculture ponds 
determined from Google Earth, estimated that aquaculture 
ponds may support up to 25,000 shorebirds. A recent 
survey in Aceh Province of northern Sumatra found that 
aquaculture ponds showed strong potential to be considered 
as concentration sites of regional importance for shorebirds, 
given that they supported >5,000 individuals each (Putra 
et al. 2020).  

As our surveys covered around 30% of the total area of 
aquaculture ponds (Fig. 1), the ponds in Banyuasin 
Peninsula could support up to 50,000 shorebirds. In Decem-
ber 2020, a single square of aquaculture ponds in Banyuasin 
Peninsula held as many as 5,000 Black-tailed Godwits 
(Fig. 2). We expect that the 2020 counts were higher than 
in earlier years due to an increase in survey effort when 
surveys were conducted by local people, who spent more 
time in the area to observe shorebirds, carefully chose the 
best period for their counts and documented their counts 
with photographs. With a total of about 250 aquaculture 
ponds, the 2020 counts suggest that possibly all Black-
tailed Godwits wintering in Banyuasin Peninsula (estimated 
at 30,000 birds; Silvius 1988) could feed and roost in this 
area during high tide when the mudflats are covered. Con-
tinued counting in the future by local people will give a 
better understanding about population sizes of shorebirds 
in the aquaculture ponds in Banyuasin Peninsula. 

Banyuasin Peninsula has greatly benefitted from the con-
servation status of this area as part of Berbak Sembilang 
National Park. Many assessments of the status of migratory 
shorebirds in Banyuasin Peninsula focus on the mudflats 
as their roosting and feeding habitat (Noor & Gumilang 
2016, Birdlife International 2021b). However, aquaculture 
ponds also provide suitable habitat during the non-
breeding period. Li et al. (2019) reported that anthropogenic 
coastal wetlands such as sustainably managed aquaculture 
ponds could play an important role in partially mitigating 
the loss of natural wetlands. A study in Singapore suggested 
that a small area (less than 1 km2) can provide suitable 
and regionally important stopover habitats for migratory 
shorebirds (Lim & Posa 2014). However, they may not be 
a replacement for feeding areas, such as intertidal mudflats 
offering a multi-dimensional matrix of foraging oppor-
tunities for shorebirds through time and space (Mathot 
et al. 2019). 
It is likely that previous or ongoing human modification 
of coastal habitat in Banyuasin Peninsula will have some 
effect on the populations of shorebirds. Ongoing mainte-
nance of the aquaculture ponds with a sustainable scheme 
(e.g. reducing chemical activities, replanting mangrove 
trees) and simultaneous monitoring from authority staff 
are important for the conservation of aquaculture ponds 
as wintering habitat for shorebirds. In Banyuasin Peninsula, 
initiatives to replant aquaculture ponds with mangrove 
forest have been developed. In Java, for example, during 
recent decades, the development of shrimp ponds has 

affected much of the remaining mangroves, but when 
abandoned the dikes are replanted and recolonized by 
mangrove trees, which offer limited habitat for shorebird 
species (van Balen et al. 2006). As suggested by Green et 
al. (2015), optimizing aquaculture pond management for 
shorebirds could provide a more pragmatic, cost-effective 
and geographically extensive solution to conserving shore-
birds than protected natural areas alone. Presumably, 
however, if replanted mangrove trees spread inside the 
aquaculture ponds, this would limit the habitat available 
for shorebirds. A partial removal of mangroves should be 
considered in the future. As by reported Huang et al. 
(2010), the species richness of wintering shorebirds on a 
restored mudflat increased dramatically from 2002 to 
2007, which demonstrated that the transformation of a 
vegetated mangrove area into a small patchwork of 
mudflats and a tidal creek appears to benefit migratory 
shorebirds.  
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SCOPE

Wader Study is an international scienti�c ornithological journal published by the International Wader Study Group. Wader Study
is a dedicated outlet for original research and commentary on all aspects of wader biology, ecology and conservation. It also
publishes society related issues, and matters of interest to the wader community. All published scienti�c studies (empirical and
theoretical) are peer-reviewed and have direct relevance to the ecology and/or conservation of this group of birds. Wader Study
also serves as a forum for debate and discussion with contributions dedicated to engaging authors and readers with different
backgrounds. The aim of these commentaries is to unite wader enthusiasts around the world, including professionals and
amateurs. Wader Study is published three times a year in April, August and December.
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SJR

The SJR is a size-independent prestige indicator that
ranks journals by their 'average prestige per article'. It is

based on the idea that 'all citations are not created
equal'. SJR is a measure of scienti�c in�uence of
journals that accounts for both the number of citations
received by a journal and the importance or prestige of

the journals where such citations come from It
measures the scienti�c in�uence of the average article
in a journal it expresses how central to the global

Total Documents

Evolution of the number of published documents. All
types of documents are considered, including citable

and non citable documents.

Year Documents
2011 28
2012 45
2013 35
2014 27

Citations per document

This indicator counts the number of citations received
by documents from a journal and divides them by the

total number of documents published in that journal.
The chart shows the evolution of the average number of
times documents published in a journal in the past two,
three and four years have been cited in the current year.

The two years line is equivalent to journal impact factor
™ (Thomson Reuters) metric.

Cites per document Year Value
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2011 0.000
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2012 0.786
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2013 0.740
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2014 0.630
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2015 0.807
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2016 0.579
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2017 0.531
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2018 0.454
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2019 0.535
Cites / Doc. (4 years) 2020 0.597

Total Cites Self-Cites

Evolution of the total number of citations and journal's
self-citations received by a journal's published

documents during the three previous years.
 

Journal Self-citation is de�ned as the number of citation
from a journal citing article to articles published by the
same journal.

Cites Year Value
f

External Cites per Doc Cites per Doc

Evolution of the number of total citation per document
and external citation per document (i.e. journal self-

citations removed) received by a journal's published
documents during the three previous years. External
citations are calculated by subtracting the number of
self-citations from the total number of citations received

by the journal’s documents.

% International Collaboration

International Collaboration accounts for the articles that
have been produced by researchers from several

countries. The chart shows the ratio of a journal's
documents signed by researchers from more than one
country; that is including more than one country
address.

Year International Collaboration

Citable documents Non-citable documents

Not every article in a journal is considered primary
research and therefore "citable", this chart shows the

ratio of a journal's articles including substantial
research (research articles, conference papers and
reviews) in three year windows vs. those documents
other than research articles, reviews and conference

papers.
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Executive Committee
The IWSG is run by a group of volunteers distributed around the globe and with a wealth of experience in wader
research and conservation issues.

Click here for a list of former members of ExCo

Chair IWSG ~ Jennifer Smart (UK)

 

Jen joined ExCo in 2019, but has been part of the Wader Study Group family since 1999. She is the IWSG Chair
since October 2020.

She did her PhD on breeding redshanks. For the last 15 years she has been with the RSPB, where as part of the
science team, she was working on solutions to reverse the declines of waders breeding in wetlands. She is now
RSPB Head of Conservation Science for Scotland & Northern Ireland where she manages a large team of
scientists working on a diverse range of project across those countries fortunately some of the species work is on
waders so she remains involved in important conservation programmes for curlews, black-tailed godwits,
redshank, lapwing, oystercatcher and ringed plovers. When not working she is usually out on her bike or out
with the spaniels.

Vice-Chairman ~ Ole Thorup (Denmark)

Ole Thorup

Being among his favourite birds since he started birding as a kid in the late 1960es, Ole started working with
shorebirds at Tipperne, Denmark in 1981. Since then his main topic has been breeding meadowbirds and
grassland management in Denmark and the Baltic. A breeding biology study of the endangered Baltic Dunlin
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was begun in 1987 and is still active. In the past he also studied breeding Arctic shorebirds in northern Sweden,
Norway and NE Greenland. Ole became a member of the EXCO in 1993, Project Coordinator of the group
1996-2008 and compiled the publication Breeding Waders in Europe 2000 1997-2004. Now he is working as a
freelancer in a small consultancy company (Amphi).

General Secretary ~ Jutta Leyrer (Germany)

Jutta Leyrer

Jutta joined ExCo in 2007, and was Conference Coordinator until 2015. She did her PhD on the timing of
northward migration of a long-distance migrant wader, the Red Knot, at the NIOZ (Royal Netherlands Institute
for Sea Research) and the University of Groningen. Her project allowed her to spend several months each year
in West Africa’s most important wintering area for waders, the Banc d’Arguin, Mauritania, then following the
Knots to their stopover site on the French Atlantic coast and the German Wadden Sea. After that switched
flyways and hemispheres and studied the “wintering” behaviour of waders in Australia at Deakin University,
Geelong. In 2014 she returned to work on the Banc d’Arguin, Mauritania, and currently she is based at NABU,
in Germany.

Treasurer ~ Emma Penning (Netherlands)

Emma takes over as treasurer in 2022. She did her master’s projects on waders and is currently writing her thesis
on the foraging ecology of Sanderlings in the Wadden Sea.

Membership Secretary ~ Katharine Bowgen (UK)

Katharine Bowgen
We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we will

assume that you are happy with it.

Ok



Katharine joined the ExCo as interim Membership Secretary in 2017, and was formally elected in 2018. She
currently works for the British Trust for Ornithology analysing data from wetland and marine bird projects. Her
PhD looked into wading bird’s responses to environmental change on UK estuaries and developed predictive
models to aid conservationists. Prior to this she worked as an field assistant around the world gaining insights
into bird’s behavioural ecology and their conservation in different environmental circumstances.

 

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Wader Study ~ Jacquie Clark (UK)

Jacquie Clark

Jacquie is Co-Editor-in-Chief of Wader Study, and ex officio member of ExCo since April 2018. Jacquie has
been captivated by waders since she was an undergraduate, has been a member of IWSG ever since and was on
ExCo back in the 1980s.  She is an active member of the Wash Wader Ringing Group and enjoys wader ringing
around the world. Her research has been focussed on the effects of cold weather on waders, as well as migration
and moult. On deciding to quit paid work as Head of Ringing for BTO, she volunteered to get involved with
IWSG again and became an editor, quickly morphing into co-Editor-in-Chief and consequently joining ExCo.  In
addition to her editing duties, she is having great fun carrying out wader and other ornithological fieldwork, as
well as trying to write all those papers there was never time for and finally finding (a bit of) time to work on the
house.

 

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Wader Study ~ Jesse Conklin

Jesse is Co-Editor-in-Chief of Wader Study, and ex officio member of ExCo. 

Conference Co-ordinator ~ Delip K. Das (Bisharga: Bangladesh)

Delip K. Das (Bisharga) joined the ExCo in 2021 as Conference Coordinator.
He immediately becomes a happy member of the Wader Study Group family, after his first attendance at the
Workum conference, in the Netherlands in 2018.
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He is from Bangladesh, now a Ph.D. student studying Black-tailed Godwits in the Conservation Ecology Group
at the University of Groningen, the Netherlands. He became fascinated with the long-distance migration of
shorebirds in 2010 when he volunteered for an expedition to search for the rare Spoon-billed Sandpiper on the
southeast coast of Bangladesh. Later on, he joined as a Lecturer of Zoology at Jagannath University, Dhaka, in
2013 and directed his energy and enthusiasm to waterbird research focusing on winter ecology and habitat use of
waterbirds (Indian Skimmer and shorebirds) in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna delta (central coast) of
Bangladesh besides teaching.

Editor, International Wader Studies ~ Vojtěch Kubelka (Czech Republic)

Vojtěch
Kubelka

Vojtěch has been keen on shorebirds since 2007, when he renewed the Wader Study and Conservation Group
(SVOB) in the Czech Republic. Then he became a member of IWSG in 2009 and a member of ExCo in 2014.
Since 2018 he is the editor of International Wader Studies, the IWSG’s series of ‘special publications’. He is
interested in the evolutionary ecology of shorebirds, field research, comparative analyses, science popularization
and nature conservation. He defended his PhD: Significance of predation for breeding ecology and conservation
in shorebirds at Charles University in Prague. Currently he is the Scientific Coordinator of ÉLVONAL
SHOREBIRD SCIENCE, international project investigating sex role evolution in shorebirds.

Triin Kaasiku (Estonia)

Triin Kaasiku

Triin joined the ExCo in 2015 and was Conference Coordinator until 2021. She is a PhD student in Biology at
the University of Tartu, Estonia. Her main interests  are habitat requirements of meadowbirds, meadow
management and seminatural habitats.

Projects Coordinator ~ Jannik Hansen (Denmark)
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Jannik Hansen

Jannik joined the ExCo in 2007. In 1998 he started his first wader work; a master’s thesis on the breeding
strategy of the Purple Sandpiper in Svalbard. Next he worked as a fieldworker on a Lapwing breeding biology
study in Sweden. Currently he is employed at the Institute of Bioscience, University of Aarhus in Denmark,
working with ecological monitoring (incl. waders) at Zackenberg in Northeast Greenland. He took over the role
of Projects Coordinator in autumn 2014.

IWSG-Wetlands International Liaison Officer ~ David Stroud (UK)

Colour-mark Coordinator (Scheme issuing) ~ Jim Wilson (Norway)

Jim Wilson

Jim’s interest in waders was awakened by the Merseyside Ringing Group in 1965-1968 when he and his mates
began marking waders on the Dee Estuary. At the same time he became a member of the Wash Wader Ringing
Group and in 1972 a member of the Wader Study Group. In the 1970s he was involved in the Iceland and
Mauritanian expeditions. He took his Masters on the breeding ecology of waders on the Hebrides in 1976. Jim
worked on and off with waders for the next twenty years. In 1996 he moved to Australia and he worked full time
on waders and wetlands there for five years. He was also chairman of the Australasian Wader Study Group from
1998 to 2001, and in that capacity he first came onto the ExCo. By profession Jim is a Civil Engineer and still
works in the construction industry, and thus he is one of the last of the amateurs.

Colour-mark Coordinator (Sightings) ~ Ryan Burrell (UK)

Ryan Burrell

Though always a keen birder, Ryan’s interest in waders is rather more recent in part due his supervision by
Tamás Székely during his BSc degree. In 2014 and 2016, Ryan acted as a field technician on the James Bay
Shorebird Project, assisting with research on stopover ecology using colour-marks and the MOTUS tracking
network. He is currently employed as a GIS Research Assistant at the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust, UK,
where he is involved in several projects, including the EU Life+ project, Waders4Real. Ryan is particularly
interested in wader spatial ecology and how a better understanding of predator ecology can improve the success
of conservation programmes. A keen ringer, he is involved with the Wash Wader Ringing Group and Farlington
Ringing Group.
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Patricia González (Argentina)

Patricia is the representative for South America in ExCo.

Birgita Hansen (Australia)

Birgita Hansen

Birgita is the Treasurer of the Australasian Wader Studies Group, based in Australia. She is also a long-term
member of the Victorian Wader Study Group and has extensive experience is wader studies including capture
and monitoring. She recently led a team of researchers and wader experts in Australia to revise the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway Population Estimates for 37 wader species listed under the Australian Government
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. She is currently running a research program on the
ecology and migration of Latham’s Snipe, and collaborating with the Wild Bird Society of Japan to understand
and document changes in population size and distribution. She is currently working as a Research Fellow in the
Centre for eResearch and Digital Innovation at Federation University in Ballarat, Victoria.

Gwenaël Quaintenne (France)

Gwenaël Quaintenne

Gwenaël joined ExCo in 2017. She is a general ExCo member and also Notes & News editor. In daily life
Gwenaël is bird database program manager at LPO/BirdLife France. 

Passionate about shorebirds, I had the great opportunity to study habitat choice of Red Knot Calidris canutus
islandica (East Atlantic flyway) during my PhD carried out at the University of La Rochelle in France under the
supervision of Dr. Pierrick Bocher and with the collaboration of the Netherlands Institute for Sea Research
(NIOZ). Immersed in such enthusiastic and fanatical wader scientists, I was happy to have discovered the
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International Wader Study Group which brings together researchers and bird conservation organizations from all
continents working on shorebird conservation research projects. After successive fixed-term contracts at the
universities of La Rochelle and Nantes for studies on shorebirds, I now work at the Ligue pour la Protection des
Oiseaux (LPO), BirdLife France, as programme manager on bird databases at the Knowledge Service. From bird
survey manager to data analyst, I work on various subjects: Rare and Endangered Breeding Bird Survey in
France, assessment and reporting under Article 12 of the Birds Directive, assessment of overwintering waterbird
population trends in France from Wetlands International census, etc. Through these programs and the IWSG, I
continue to maintain my interest on Shorebirds sciences and conservation.

I joined the ExCo in 2017 as general ExCo member and also Notes & News editor. I welcome any news about
shorebirds and their habitats that you wish to share with the readers of the Wader Study and IWSG members.

Eveling Tavera (Peru/Canada)

Eveling joined ExCo in September 2018. Eveling is the Chair of the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Group
(WHSG). She is currently based at Simon Fraser University in Canada and at Centro de Ornitología y
Biodiversidad (CORBIDI) in Peru.
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